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4 Claims. (Cl. 42-50) 
This invention relates to magazines for auto 

matic pistols, and particularly to what is known 
as the "follower' for the cartridges used therein. 
Automatic pistols of the type to which this de 

Vice relates are provided with a magazine com 

the magazine in withdrawn position for inserting 
the cartridges. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but with the 
latch at extreme extended position. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of Fig. 3. 
prising a chamber for receiving the cartridges Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the latch. 5 
and automatically feeding one cartridge at a time Referring to the drawing by numerals in which 
to a position in axial alinement with the bore of like numerals designate like parts, 0 is a maga 
the gun barrel where it is forced into the barrel Zine for an automatic pistol having an elongated 

10 by means of other mechanism associated with the spring chamber to house a spring it, and alongi 
pistol. tudinally extending slot 2, and provided with the 
Mounted in the magazine back of the follower usual channel 3 at its extreme end for guiding 

is a relatively strong helical spring which forces cartridges into the chamber 4. . 
the follower with the cartridge carried in front Mounted in the cartridge chamber 4 is the 

ls of it toward the outer end of the magazine and follower 5 to which is attached the usual follow- 5 
yet permits the follower to be withdrawn to the er pin 6 with its shank 6', extending thru the 
inner end of the magazine so that a number of Slot 2, so that the head or knob of the follower 
cartridges to the extent of the capacity of the pin 6 is outside the slot 2. ' 
magazine may be inserted in front of the follower The latch, proper, consists of a plate 7, bent 

20 to be fed to a position in alinement with the gun at one end to form a foot 8 which is adapted to barrel as required when firing pistol. Slide along the outer surface of the cartridge 
A follower pin or knob is inserted or otherwise chamber. At the end of the latch, opposite the 

mounted on the follower to facilitate the With- foot, an Opening 9 is formed thru the plate 7, 
drawal of the follower to enable the cartridges to Said opening being slightly greater in diameter 

25 be inserted in the magazine. than the follower pin 6, so that the opening will 25 
The follower pin or knob mentioned in the pre- easily fit over said follower pin. A section of the 

ceding paragraph is difficult to manipulate with plate it adjacent the foot 8 is knurled, prefer 
the thumb, especially in cold weather, and at any ably with diamond knurling, as shown at 20 to 
time it causes cramping, abrasion and other dis- provide a non-slip contact surface for the thumb 

30 comfort when the pistol is used continuously for of the person using the device. 30 
an extended period, as, for example, in target The operation of my improved latch is clearly 
practice. shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing, and consists 
My invention, therefore consists of a detach- merely in placing the opening 9 over the foll 

able latch member which is adapted to be loosely lower pin 6, with the foot 8 resting against the 
35 attached to the follower pin, said latch having Surface of the magazine chamber and sliding it 35 

formed thereon a knurled or otherwise roughened along the surface of the magazine until the fol 
surface to be engaged by the thumb of the person lower pin member 6 comes to a stop against the 
filling the magazine with cartridges. inner end of the slot f2. At that point the pres 
The main object of my invention is to provide Sure of the thumb Will easily cause the foot 8 40 a simple and inexpensive, but efficientiatch for to drop over and engage the end of the magazine 40 

followers of the class mentioned, which will en- as shown particularly in Figs. 2 and 4 of the 
able manipulation of the follower without strain dra Wing, thus holding the follower in withdrawn 
or injury to the thumb of the person using the position penitting the use and freedom of both 

45 firearm. hands Ior. the purpose of filling the magazine 
Specific objects will appear from the following S.SEAlminating the discomforts 45 
E.A.R.E. a panying this After the magazine is filled with cartridges the 

In the drawing: latch is released from engagement with the end 
- . . of the magazine, and removed from the follower 50 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a pistol magazine pin until again needed. 50 

With my invention applied thereto and showing My improved latch is simple and inexpensive 
the manner of holding it and inserting the car- to manufacture, and is effective for the purpose 
tridges. intended. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the magazine with It is to be understood that changes in the spe 
55 my improved latch shown with the follower of cific construction of my improved latch may be s 
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2 
made within the scope of the following claims 
Without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. 
I claim: 
1. A cartridge magazine latch of the character 

described adapted for detachable connection to 
a cartridge magazine, having slidably mounted 
thereon a spring actuated follower provided with 
a, thumb manipulated follower pin, means on said 
latch for detachably engaging the pin on said 
follower and for engaging one end of said maga 
Zine to hold said follower in retracted position in 
Said magazine. 

2. A cartridge magazine latch of the character 
described adapted for use with a cartridge maga 
zine having slidably mounted thereon a Spring 
actuated follower provided with a thumb manipu 
lated follower pin, said latch consisting of a 
thumb engaging plate provided with an opening 

2,137,491 
near one end for detachable connection with 
said follower pin and having its other end formed 
in a foot adapted for frictional contact with the 
Outer surface of said magazine and for latching 
engagement with one end of said magazine for 
the purpose of holding said spring actuated foll 
lower in retracted position in said magazine. 

3. An article of manufacture comprising a 
plate consisting of a relatively long section hav 
ing an opening near one end for attachment to a 
knob and having its other end formed in a right 
angularly disposed relatively short foot adapted 
for frictional Surface contact. 

4. A latch, for cartridge magazine followers 
comprising a Substantially right angularly formed 
plate, one end being relatively shorter than the 
other and having an opening near the Outer 
extremity of the longer end. 
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