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This invention relates generally to improve-
ments in followers or follow-up devices for use in
filing drawers or the like and the principal object
of the present invention is to provide a follower

which is constructed of a ribbon or band-like :

metal strip whereby there is obtained a strength
and rigidity in the device which makes it func-
tion satisfactorily while at the same time the
device is of light weight and is easily inserted and

removed, as desired, and is also easily shiffed in :

the drawer or receptacle.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
follower of the type stated which is formed in a
novel manner whereby it may be readily adapted

to drawers or receptacles of different width, such -

adaptability being obtained by forming the device
in such manner that the end portion may be
sprung or stretched outwardly or pressed in-

wardly, as desired, to fit the device in the re-

ceptacle. -

The invention will be best understood from a
consideration of the following detailed description
taken in connection with the accompanying

L]

drawing, it being understood, however, that the

invention is not to be considered as limited by
the specific illustration or description but that
such illustration. and description constitute a
preferred embodiment of the invention.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of one embodi-
ment of the present invention, the same being
shown in position in a receptacle which is set
forth in dotted outline.

Fig. 2 is a view in perspective of another em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig. 3 is a view in perspective of a third em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig. 4 is a detailed view showing an anti-friction
element carried by one of the resilient tongues of

the device as illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 inclu- °

sive. .

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken substantially on
the line 5—5 of Fig. 4.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-

ing it will be seen that in each of the embodi-

ments of the invention the follower is in the form
of an elongated rectangular figure which is de-
signed to be disposed across a drawer or filing
receptacle which in Fig. 1 is partially shown and

set forth in dotted outline and indicated. by the ¢

character R.

Each embodiment of the invention also has a
top portion T, a bottom portion B, and end por-
tions E and the device in each instance is prefer-

ably shaped from a length of band or ribbon like 5
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metal which may be in a continuous piece, as
illustrated. )

Tn the form or embodiment shown in Fig. 1 the
band or single piece of ribbon-like metal is shaped
or folded transversely at desired locations to
form the top portion in a single unit or piece 10
which at each of its ends merges into the oblique-
ly downwardly converging struts or brace por-
tions 11. The portion 10 extends the full width
of the unit as illustrated.

The bottom portion of this embodiment is in
the two end-to-end sections 12 and the adjacent
inner ends of these sections merge with the lower
converged ends of the struts 11, as shown.

At their outer ends the bottom portions 12
merge into the lower ends of the vertical end
portions 13, the upper ends of which lie against
the outer ends of the top portion 10 and in this
particular embodiment are free from attachment
thereto. The upper ends of the portions 13 merge
into the reversely bent tongues 14 which extend
downwardly through a portion of the height of
the adjacent portion. 13 and yieldably .bear
against the outer side thereof, as shown. These

5 portions 13 and 14 coact to form a resilient or

spring clamp or clip between which is received
the top edge of a side wall of the filing recep-
tacle. The height of the unit may be substan-
tially equal to the inside depth of the drawer
or receptacle so that the top T comes into the
plane of the top edges of the side walls of the
receptacle.

In order to facilitate the shifting of the fol-
lower in the drawer or receptacle a suitable anti-
friction means is provided which is carried upon
one of the two co-operating members 13—I4 and
which is inidicated generally by the character A.
This anti-friction means is preferably of the form
or construction particularly illustrated in Figures
4 and b although it is to be understood that any
other suitable type of anti-friction means may be
made use of.

In the particular form of anti-friction means
illustrated there is provided a roller 15 which is
mounted vertically in the tongue 14 in an aper-
ture 16 and at the upper and lower ends of this
aperture the metal is struck out to form a guide
loop or yoke 11. A pivot pin I8 is disposed to ex-
tend lengthwise of the opening 16 and has its
ends rotatably supported in the loops IT and
passes through the roller 1§ thus supporting the
latter for rotation in the opening 16. As will be
readily seen the roller is thus supporfed for con-
tact with a side face of the adjacent side wall of

the receptacle. This roller may be located in tlﬁ/' i
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tongue 14 or in the end portion 3 as desired or if
found desirable each of these co-operating por-
tions may have a roller or other suitable anti-
friction means to engage opposite sides of the
receptacle wall.

In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 2
the single strip of material is shaped to pro-
vide the top portion 18/, which extends the full
width cf the drawer, the downwardly converg-
ing siruts (1’ which forms continuations of the
ends of the portion {0’, and the end-to-end sec-
tions {2’. However, it will be seen that where
the portions {8’ and (i’ join there is formed a
short straight section 19. Also at the adjacent
inner ends of the parts or sections 12’ there are
formed the short abutting walls or shoulders 20
which are secured together in any suitable man-
ner as by riveting, welding or the like.

The outer end of each part 12’ merges with
the vertical end portion 13’ which adjacent its
top rests against the flattened part 19 and is se-
cured thereto, by welding, riveting or the like.

The upper ends of the portion 13’ merge with
or lead into a series of flat loops or folds where-
by there is formed a substantially Vv-shaped
spring - 24, the top end of one side of which
merges with the top of the portion 13 while the
top end of the other side merges with or leads
into the integral down-turned short tongue por-
tion 14’, the lower end of which yieldably bears
against the outer side of the V spring and co-
operates with this outer side to form a clip or
clasp which receives the top edge of the side
wall of the receptacle. These tongues, like the
tongue 4, carry an anti-friction element A pref-
erably of the specific type illustrated in Fig. 4.

In the embodiment of the invention shown in
Fig. 3 it will be seen that the band of material
is folded so that the top portion instead of com-~
prising a single length or stretch of material is
made up of a series of short portions 10’* which
are in end-to-end relation and the bottom por-
tion B is also made up of a series of short sec-
ticns 12’ which are also in end-to-end rela-
tion. From each end of each of the sections
{8’ there extends downwardly and obliquely with
respect to the length of the section the strut or
bracing portion {1’/ which merges at its lower
end with an end of a portion 12’’. These struts
{1’" which extend from each portion 10’’ are in
convergent relation, as shown. The portions 19’
are preferably free of connection one with the
other and the same freedom of connection ex-
ists between the adjacent ends of the portions
12’7,

The outermost two portions (2’ each merges
at its outer end with the vertical end portion 13"’
and this at its upper end merges into the re-
versely folded resilient tongue 14’ which at its
lower end yieldably bears against the outer side
of the end portion 13"’ to co-operate therewith
for the formation of a clasp adapted to receive
the top edge of the side wall of the receptacle.
This tongue 14/, as in each of the other embodi-
ments, carries an anti-friction means A which is
preferably of the specific character shown in
Fig. 4.

The upper end of the end portion 13’/ is free
of connection with the adjacent top T and thus
it will be seen that overall width of this em-
bodiment may be slightly increased or decreased
to adapt the device to drawers or receptacles of
different widths and this applies also to the
form or embodiment shown in Fig. 1. However,
in the form shown in Fig. 2 the variation in the

(=13

10

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

70

75

2,209,134

size of the unit to adapt it to a particular drawer
is accomplished through the medium of the Vv
spring 21 which forms a part of the construc-
tion of each end portion as will be readily ap-
parent.

What is claimed is:

1. A follower for a filing receptacle having
two side walls, comprising a length of a material
having a natural resiliency, bent upon itself to
form g figure of rectangular form adapted to ex-
tend across the width of the receptacle between
said side walls, said figure having a terminal
portion of the material arranged at each end of
the rectangle to coact with an adjacent portion
of the material to form a spring clip adapted to
releasably engage over an edge of a side wall.

2. A follower for a filing receptacle having two
side walls, comprising a single length of spring
metal bent upon itself to form a figure of rec-
tangular form adapted to extend across said re-
ceptacle between said walls and having two end
portions and top and bottom portions, the top
and bettom portions merging into interposed
oblique bracing portions, and each of said end
portions merging at its top into a turned back
terminal with which it coacts to form a spring
clip for detachable engagement over a top edge
of a side wall.

3. A follower for a filing receptacle having
two side walls, comprising an elongated unit
of rectangular outline desighed to position in
said receptacle between the said side walls, hav-
ing vertical end portions each adapted to posi-
tion against the inner face of a side wall, and a
tongue connected at one end to the top of each
end portion upon the outer side thereof and ex-
tended down through a part of the height of the
portion and yieldingly bearing at its other end
against the adjacent portion to form therewith
a spring clip for engagement over the top edge
of a side wall.

4. A follower for a filing receptacle having two
side walls, comprising an elongated unit of rec-
tangular outline formed of a band-like material
of resilient character and adapted to be disposed
across the receptacle between said walls, said
unit having top and bottom horizontal portions
and vertical end portions, the said top portion
being continued at each end obliquely down-
wardly and merging with the bottom portion,
the bottom portion at each end merging into the
adjacent end portion, and a tongue forming an
integral terminal extension of each end portion
upon the outer side thereof and facilitating cou~
pling said end portions with the adjacent walls.

5. A follower for a filing receptacle having two
side walls, comprising an elongated unit of rec-
tangular outline formed of a band-like material
of resilient characler and adapted to be disposed
across the receptacle between said walls, said
unit having top and bottom horizontal portions
and vertical end portions, the top portion- ex-
tending the full width of the unit and merging at
each end into a reversely and obliquely direct
ed strut, the bottom portion comprising two end-
to-end sections each merging at its inner end
with the lower end of a strut, the outer end of
each of said sections merging with the lower end
of an end portion, and a resilient receptacle wall
clamping element at each end of the unit form-
ing a terminal continuation of each end portion

6. A follower as set forth in claim 5, in which
the top end of each end portion is free of con-
nection with the adjacent end of the top por-
tion.
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7. A follower as set forth in claim 1, with an
anti-friction means carried by one of said coact-
ing portions for contact with a side wall inter-
posed between the coacting portions.

8. A follower as set forth in claim 1, with a
roller member supported on one of the said co-
acting portions to turn on a vertical axis and to
contact a side wall interposed between the co-
acting portions.

9. A follower as set forth in claim 2, in which
each end portion at its top is free of connection
with the adjacent end of the top portion, and an
anti-friction means carried by one of the said
coacting portions for .contact with a side wall
interposed between the coacting portions.

10. A follower as set forth in claim 2, in which
the upper end of each end portion is continued
into a number of flat folds forming a spring-
like construction, the outermost fold terminat-
ing in a short tongue with which it coacts to
form a resilient clasp adapted to receive the top
edge of the adjacent wall.

11. A follower as set forth in claim 2, in which
the upper end of each end portion is continued
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into a number of flat folds forming a spring-
like construction, the outermost fold terminat-
ing in a short tongue with which it coacts to
form a resilient clasp adapted to receive the top
edge of the adjacent wall, and an anti-friction
means carried by said tongue for engagement
with the said adjacent wall.

12. A follower for filing receptacle having two
side walls, comprising a rectangular unit formed
of band-like resilient material and adapted to
extend across the receptacle between said walls, -
the unit comprising a top portion and a bottom
portion each made up of a plurality of short end-
to-end sections, said sections of one portion be-
ing joined at their ends with sections of the
other portion by continuing obliquely extending
intermediate struts, each end section of the bot-
tom portion being continued vertically to form an
end portion, and the upper end of each end por-
tion being continued in a reversely bent tongue
forming therewith a resilient clasp adapted fo
receive the top edge of the adjacent wall.

THOMAS J. EPPES.




