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4 Claims.

This invention relates to a eucharistic and
family prayer table, and has particularly to do
with an article of furniture arranged to provide
a table for the administering of the sacraments
of extreme unction and holy eucharist.

Often at home it is desired to administer the
sacrament of holy eucharist. In such cases the
sacramental candles and crucifix must be set up,
and the sacramental spoon and linen secured.
Or, in hospitals the sacrament of extreme unction
must be administered to those on their death
bed, and there too, the sacramental candles and
crucifix must be set up and the spoon and linen
secured. For such situations small portable
boxes have been construed to hold what is neces-
sary, sometimes in the form of a cross that opens
up. However, these require a table of appropriate
height on which to set up the necessary articles.

In hospitals, if is desirable to have such things
readily cobtainable, .in
form so that they might be readily moved from
room to recom. . A candle and a crucifix are
necessary in the administration of the sacra-
ments. Another requisite for hospital use is that
the necessary things can be put away so that
the patients will not be reminded of what may
be in store for them. My invention is designed
to fill these needs and requirements in a satis-
factory manner.

The invention is a table designed for use in
homes and hospitals. While not in use, it pre-
sents the appearance of an ordinary table, but
upon opening of the top, the required materials
and surroundings are immediately available. For
use in hospitals, the table is mounted on wheels
so that the table may be brought immediately to
the bed of a dying person for administering the
last sacrament.

One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a sacramental or prayer table which is al-
ways ready for immediate use and which is ar-
ranged to present the appearance of an ordinary
piece of furniture when not in use.

Another object is to provide a sacramental
table which, because of its portability, is espe-
cially useful in hospitals where it may be quickly
presented at a dying patient’s bedside.

A further object of the invention has to do
with a unique construction whereby the top of
the table may be folded to an upright or closed
position and present a finished appearance in
either position.

Other objects and features of the invention
have to do with the pivot construction of the top
and the front piece, and other details of con-
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struction and fabrication as will be brought out
more fully in the following description and
claims.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front view of the table in a closed
position presenting the appearance of an
ordinary piece of furniture.

Fig. 2 is a front view of the table in its open
position ready for the administering of sacra-
ments.

Fig. 3 is a side view of the table with the top
opened, but with the front piece in a vertical
position. Dotted lines show how this piece is
pivoted to a horizontal position for the admin-
istering of sacraments.

Fig. 4 is the section 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig, 5 is the section 5—5 of Fig. 2, and is a
modified form of the invention with a drawer
in the side. :

Fig. 6 is a top view showing the top open, but
with the front piece in a vertical position.

Fig. 7 is the section 1-—T of Fig. 4 and discloses
the details of construction of the top pivof.

The legs 8 of the table are held securely in
position by baseboards 9 which results in a
strong -construction that can withstand hard
usage, such as movable articles receive in hos-
pitals. The legs are provided with swivel wheels
18. These make the table easily movable from
one room to another.

The upper -end of the legs 8 are held together
by vertical pieces 12, -secured to the legs 8 in a
suitable manner. The front piece 12  is narrow
and a sufficient distance from the top-to allow
a drawer 13 to rest on it. A top piece (4 bridges
the sides to form a platform thereon. A central
portion of the back and front of this platform
14 are cut out for purposes which will be evident.
To this platform 14, side pieces 15 are secured.
A front piece 16 extends across the platform be-
tween the front legs 8, and extends in height
from the top of the drawer I3 to the top of side
pieces i5. Across the front of front piece 18, a -
strip 7 is fastened of shape similar to the edges
of platform. piece 14. TFront piece. 16 is pivoted
at 18, allowing piece.16 to move to a horizontal
plane and in such position to.be flush with plat-
form piece 14. A handle 19 may be grasped to
move the piece 16. - The adjacent edges of front
piece 16 and platform 14 are beveled as shown to
form a tight. joint when the front piece is hori-
zonial as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3. Corner
pieces 16a are attached to sides 15 to complete
the closing of the box when front piece 1§ is
in an upright position.
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A top 20 is pivoted at 21 to the side pieces 15,
Figs. 4 and 7. The pivot is so placed that when
top 20 is rotated to a vertical position it is flush
with vertical piece 12 on the back. A member 22
is fastened to the top 20 near the back edge and
is of such length as to fit between the sides I5,
and is of such width as to extend from vertical
piece 12 on the back to top 20, when 28 is in a
horizontal position. This member 22 is so posi-
tioned with reference to the pivot 21 that when
top 20 is horizontal, it is flush with vertical piece
12 on the back, and when top 20 is vertical, it is
substantially flush with platform piece 14. This
member 22 moves into the central cut-out portion
of platform 14 when the top 20 is vertical.

Fastened to the inside of top 29 is another
member 23 parallel to member 22 and a short
distance from it. This member serves as a shal-
low shelf when the top 20 is rotated to a vertical
position and has an ornamental shape for this
purpose, Fig. 6. A piece 24 is fitted between the
forward edges of members 23 and 22, and may
also have an ornamental shape.

On the sheli member 23 are mounted candle
holders 25 in which are mounted sacramental
candles 286. A figure 27 of Christ on the cross is
mounted on the inside of the top 20 and figures
28 of religious significance may be placed on
either side, such as, the Blessed Mother and Saint
Joseph. The candles, crucifix and religious fig-
ures should all be firmly affixed so that the top
20 may be opened or closed and the table moved
without dislodging them. A box 29 is placed
hetween the sides 15 to hold the sacramental in-~
struments and may be suitably secured to the
platform piece 14. A cover 30 on this box may
be of the sliding type or suitably hinged. If de-
sired, this box 29 may be eliminated and the
sacramental instruments held in the drawer (3.

The details of the pivot at 21 are shown in
Fig. 7. A block 31 is secured at each end of the
rectangular opening formed by members 20, 22
and 23 and 24. In these blocks 3{ is a hole for
a pin 32, said pin being flanged on its inner end
and drilled so that screws 33 may hold the pin
in place. An insert or socket 34 in g hole in side
pieces 5 receives the pins 32, and acts as a bear-
ing.

What I claim is:

1. A readily movable article of furniture serv-
iceable as an ordinary table which may be opened
from the top to provide a sacramental or prayer
table comprising four legs, wheels on the lower
ends of said legs, a platform on the top of said
legs, a box formed on said platform using the
platform as a bottom, a pivoted front on said
box so that said front may pivot from a vertical
to a horizontal position and when in said hori-
zontal position lies flush with the bottom of the
box, a cover on said box pivoted at the rear and
movable to a vertical position at the back of said
box, a back to said box rigidly secured to said
cover, and otherwise unsecured at any edge, a pin
for pivoting said rotatable cover mounted on said
cover and pivotally mounted in the side walls
of said box, so positioned with reference to the
attached back, that said back presents a finished
closed aspect to the box when the cover is in
a closed position and which lies substantially
flush with the bottom when said cover is in a
vertical position, the bottom being spaced in-
wardly from the rear side of the cabinet for
space necessary for rotating the back.

2. A eucharistic or sacramental table which
has the aspect of an ordinary table when not in
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use comprising four legs, a strong frame secur-
ing the bottoms of the legs in position, flat mem-
bers extending between the upper ends of the
legs and secured to them to form therewith a
rectangular frame, said flat members disposed
in the planes of the joined legs, or nearly par-
allel planes, a platform resting on the top of said
legs and flat members, a box formed on said plat-
form, using the platform as a bottom, s pivoted
iront to said box that may be rotated to a hori-
Zontal position, which in a closed position is in
substantially the same plane as the flat member
below it, and which in a horizontal position, lies
flush with the bottom of the box, a cover on said
box pivoted at the rear, and movable to a ver-
tical position, a back to said box securely fas-
tened to the cover of the box and unsecured on
any other edge, members containing a hole de-
pending from the cover on either side of the in-
side of the box, inserts each containing a cylin-
drical hole placed in the sides of the hox oppo-
site.the holes in said depending members, and
pins inserted through the holes into the insert,
said pins acting as the pivot for said cover, and
the hole and insert so positioned with reference
to the back of the box that the cover in an up-
right position lies in the same plane as the back
in' a closed position, and further positioned that
the back may be substantially flush with the bot-
tom of the box when the cover is in an upright
Dosition, said bottom being spaced inwardly from
the rear of the cabinet at this point to allow
free rotation of the back.

3. A readily movable eucharistic or sacra-
mental table which when not in use has the ap-
bearance of an ordinury table, comprising four
legs, a frame securing the bottoms of the legs in
position, swivel mounted wheels on the bottom
of said legs allowing easy maneuverability; flat
members extending between the upper ends of
the legs and secured to them to form therewith a
strong rectangular frame, said flat members dis-
posed substantially in the plane of the joined
legs, a drawer opening in one of these flat mem-
bers, and a drawer mounted therein, a platform
resting on the top of the legs and flat members;
a box formed on said platform similar in size to
the rectangle of the said top frame, using the
platform for a bottom; a pivoted front on said
box that extends from the top of the drawer to
the top of the box, and which, when moved to a
horizontal position, lies flush with the bottom
of the box; a cover on said box pivoted at one
edge and movable to an upright position at one
edge of said platform, a back to said box securely
fastened to the cover of the box, and unsecured
and free on all other edges; a member attached
to the inside of said cover near the rear and par-
allel to said back, acting as a shelf when said
cover is rotated to an upright position, members
containing a hole depending from the inside of
the cover between the shelf and the back on
either side of the inside of the box, inserts each
containing a cylindrical hole placed in the sides
of the box opposite the holes in said depending
members, and pins inserted through the holes,
into the inserts and secured to the depending
member, said pins acting as the pivot for said
cover, and the hole and insert so positioned that
the cover in an upright position lies in the same
plane as the back in a closed position, and fur-
ther so positioned that the back may be substan-
tially flush with the bottom of the box when the
cover is in an upright position, said platform
bottom being spaced inwardly at the rear of the
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cabinet at this point to allow free rotation of the
back.

4, A piece of furniture comprising four legs,
flat members extending between the upper ends
of the legs and secured fo them to form there-
with a rectangular frame, said flat members dis-
posed substantially in the planes of the joined
legs, a platform resting on the top of said legs
and flat members, a box formed on said platform,
using the platform as a bottom, a pivoted front
to said box that may be rotated to a horizontal
position, which in closed position is in substan-
tially the same plane as the flat member below
it, and which in a horizontal position, lies flush
with the bottom of the box, a cover on said box
pivoted at the rear, and movable to a vertical
position, a back to said box securely fastened to
the cover of the box and unsecured on any other
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edge, members containing a hole depending from
the cover on either side of the inside of the box,

‘inserts each containing a cylindrical hole placed

in the sides of the box opposite the holes in said
depending members, and pins inserted through
the holes into the inserts said pins acting as the
pivot for said cover, and the hole and inserts so
positioned with reference to the back of the box
that the cover in an upright position lies in the
same plane as the back in a closed position, and
further positioned that the back may be sub-
stantially flush with the bottom of the box when
the cover is in an upright position, said bottom
being spaced inwardly from the rear of the cabi-
net at this point to allow free rotation of the
back.
MARY CECILIA STIMSON.




