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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

JESSE P. FORBES,

OF COSHOCTON,

OHIO.

COUPON-BOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, '508,‘212, dated November '7,1893.
-Application filed -Angust 12, 1892, SerialNo,442,852, (Nomodel)

To all whom it may concern: '

Beit known that I, JESSE P. FORBES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Coshoc-
ton, in the county of Coshocton, State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Coupon-Books; and I do here
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to ‘Which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to ecoupon books tc

' be used commereially, each coupon represent-

ing a money value and receivable by the mer-
chant or indorser of said book for the face
value represented by each coupon composing
the book.

The object of the invention is to facilitate
the transaction of business and obviate as
much as possible the keeping of aceounts be-
cause said coupon books will be issued to a
customer and the value of the book charged
to hisaccount thereby obviating the 1tem1z1n<r
of small purchases, which ldtter are paid for
by coupons taken from the book, one or more
coupons being taken as may be required by
the amount of a purchase

The improvement consists essentially of a
coupon book comprising a series of coupon
stripsof different denominate valuesarranged
to expose the margin of the coupon stmps on
one side and havmo' the exposed margin
marked to indicate the value of the coupon
which is opposite said mark, and having the
coupons separated by lines of perforatlons

Theimprovement furtherconsistsinhaving
the coupon stripsof the higher denomination
wider than the coupon strlps of the next lower
denomination, thereby providing a margin to
receive the character or numeral 1ndlcat1ng
the value of the coupon.

Theimprovementfurther concusts in havi ing
a series of coupon stripsof each denommatlon
placed one upon the other, and having the
strips of each denomination of the same width.

The improvement also consists in the novel
features and the peculiar construction and
combination of the parts which will be here-

- inafter more fully deseribed and claimed and

50

which are shown in the annexed drawings, in
which—

Figure1is a top plan view of a coupon book
of my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view of a

coupon book showing the cover open.

Fig. 3
is'a ‘plan view of the coupon book showing
the fly leaf open and having part of said fly
leaf and cover broken away, showing the se-
ries of coupon strips relatively arranged, por-
tions of said coupon strips being broken away
to show the coupon strips of one denomina-
tion provided in series, and showing a coupon
of the next higher denominate value.

In‘'general appearance the coupon book will
represent an ordinary pass book or pocket
memorandum book. -On:-the cover will be
printed the name of the merchant, firm, or
person issuing the book such as “Roe’s Coupon
Book.” Below this will appear the following
or other appropriate matter indicating the
ownership of the book, the value of said book
in merchandise, and the place of business at
which said book is negotiable to the extent
of the value represented by the eoupons con-
tained therein. In the present instance this
matter is arranged substantially as shown in
Fig.-1 and reads as follows: “This coupon
“book is the property of Mr. ——and is good
for $10, in merchandise at the store of John
Doe when signed by him, Coshocton, Ohio,”
followed by the date whlch in the present in-
stance is July 1, 1892. On the inside of the
cover or otherwise suitably displayed will be
a notice requesting the owner of the book to
make known the loss of the same should a loss
occur and a further notice stating that the
“coupons will not be good if detached, and fur-
thermore that said book will not be good un-
less signed by the proprietor, firm or person
running the business at which the book will
be received and honored.

.On the fly leaf or other portion of the book
will be a certificate stating that the book has
been properly purchased and indicating the
value of the same, the name of the purchaser
and the date. All this matteris indicated in
Fig. 2 of the drawings.

The coupon strips "A will be of proper size
and contain the desired number of coupons B
which have a margin C at one end to receive a
character or numeral corresponding with the
face value of the coupon. The coupons will

be separated by a line of perforations a. The
total value represented by each coupon strip
will be placed at the bottom of each slip.
The coupons will contain matter indicating
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the value of the same in merchandise and
when desired the.name of the place of busi-
ness at which said book will be received and
honored to the extent of the value represented
by the coupon contained in the book. The
coupon strips will be provided in series, each
higher denominate value of the series being
arranged so as to expose the margin upon
which the indieating character or numeral is
placed, thereby providing an index which will
facilitate the finding of the coupon desired.
In the preferable form of construction the
coupon strips will be of graduated widths, the
strips of the higher denominate value being
wider than the strip of the next lower denomi-
nation corresponding to the width of the ex-
posed margin upon which the indicating char-
acter or numeral representing the value of the
coupon is placed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A coupon book in which the coupons are
receivable at a given place for an equivalent
value in merchandise, composed of a series of
strips of different denominate values, bound
in book form and arranged to expose a mar-

gin of a strip corresponding to a denominate
value, each strip being composed of a series
of coupons separated by lines of perforations
and having a character or numeral on the ex-
posed margin corresponding with and indi-
cating the face value of the said coupon, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

2. A coupon bcok in which the conpons are
receivable at a given place for an equivalent
value in merchandise, composed of a series of
strips of different denominate values bound
in book form, the said strips being of different
widths and arranged tO expose a margin at
one edge and composed of a number of cou-
pons separated by lines of perforations, and
having a character or numeral on the exposed
margin opposite and corresponding with the
face value of the coupon to indieate the value
of the same, and having the total value of the
coupons on each strip placed at the end there-
of, substantially as deseribed.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JESSE P. FORBES.
Witnesses:
CHARLES B, HUNT,
Jos. MCDOWELL.
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