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124,783

UNITED STATES

PATENT

FFICE.

SANFORD BODWELL AND CONSTANTIN BECK, OF PROVIDENCE, R. I, ASSIGN-
'ORS TO GORHAM MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN CASES FOR JEWELRY AND SILVER-WARE.

Speciﬁcafion forming part of Letters Patent No. 124,783, dated March 19, 1872.

SPECIFICATION.

‘We, SANFORD BODWELL and CONSTANTIN
BECE, both of the city and county of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, have invent-
ed certain Improvements in *Morocco Cases”
for Jewelry, Silver-ware, &e., of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, referring by letters
to the accompanying drawing making part of
the same, in which— :

Figure 1is a perspective view of a case with
our improvements. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the parts composing the ¢field” T,

herein referred to, without its covering. Fig..

3 is a plan of the ‘base-frame,” hereinafter re-
ferred to. Kig. 4 is a vertical section of the
said case without its “field” or covering.

Similar letters denote like parts in all the
figures,

Our improvement consists in constructing
morocco cases (so called) with an elevated field
on a flat base, to display the article of jewelry,
&ec., and a deep tip to cover the same on said
base. The improvement further consists in
constructing the flat base and tip of the case
of a marginal frame and a loose filling-piece,
to provide against the warping of the case by

. the contraction of its leather covering in dry-
ing. The said improvement also consists in
constructing the “field”, or portion of the case
apon which the jewelry, &e., is displayed, of
blocks or shapes suited to hold the particular
article, secured to a bottom to give the same
position; the whole covered with a fabric that
will admit of fitting closely the said holding-
blocks or shapes, and furnish an ornamental
field or surrounding for the relief and display
of such wares.

Heretofore such cases have been uniformly
made with a base of less depth, but otherwise
of the same breadth and shape as the deeper
cover; and the “field,” on which the article
was displayed, was arranged upon a plane be-
low the margin or edge of such base, which, in
consequence, obstructed thelight and impaired
the effect requisite for a proper display or pre-
sentation of the article. But, by the construc-
‘tion and arrangement which constitutes our
improvement, the whole field is elevated above
the base on which it rests; and said base is
made flat and retreating, so that it cannot ob-
struct the under light, but, on the contrary, is

well caleulated to exhibit the article of jewelry
or silver-ware in a manner to show it to the
best advantage. _

It has also been the practice heretofore to
malke the top and base of the case of a single
board or flat piece.of wood, cut to the desired
form; but, owing to the contraction of the
leather covering by drying after it is put on,
the top and base, when so constructed, become

.more or less warped or twisted from their orig-

inal shape—in some instances to such an ex-
tent as to render the case entirely worthless
when completed. Whereas, by the mode of con-
structing these parts with-a frame and a loose
filling-piece or center, the grain of the wood is
crossed in the adjoining parts of the frame,
and the contraction of the drying leather cov:
ering has a tendency only to bind the four
parts of the frame more closely and firmly to-
gether, without any possibility of warping or

 twisting the same, so that the case remains un-

affected by the after-drying and exposure to
the heated temperature of a store or show win-
dow. : C
The case exhibited in the drawing is for a
pair of salts and spoons in silver, the salts be-
Ing mounted on the circular forms or shapes-
B B, and the spoons, by the handle, in the
notehes ¢ ¢ in the block or form E; the whole
being covered with satin, fitting and adhering
snogly the shape of the occupied portion of the
forms or blocks B and B, with the surrounding
portion forming a wrinkled ground or field.
In such cases the said blocks are shaped ac-
cording to the form they are intended to hold,
and are arranged or grouped on a bottom, G,
Fig. 2, which may be of stiff card-board. The
satin, or like covering, fits the block or shape,
but otherwise is drawn and secured to the mar-

‘gin of the bottom G, leaving the intervening
-field J carelessly wrinkled, puffed, or tufted, as

the case may be. The base H, with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of a surrounding bead orridge, @,
on a level with the field for a finish, forms a re-
treating flat surface or margin around the field,
of sufficient thickness to elevate the field and
form a substantial portion of the case, to which
the lid L is hinged. The base H and corre-
sponding portion T of the top or lid are con-
structed, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, of four

side pieces, I, mitered together at the corners,
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forming a substantial frame, and inclosing and
holding, by means of tongues and grooves at
ee, atlat board or filling-piece, G, fitting loosely,
with a space all round, as shown at ¢ ¢, to per-
mit the filling-piece to shrink or swell without
affecting the frame.

. We claim—

1. The case for jewelry, silver-ware, &c., con-
structed with a flat hase, an elevated field, and
a deep lid, substantially as described, as a new
article of manufacture.

2. We claim the frame F and filling-piece C

for the base and top of leather-covered cases,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.
3. We claim the field, composed of suitable
blocks or forms on a bottom, with an over-
drawn wrinkled or puffed fabric ecovering the
whole, substantially as specified.
SANFORD BODWELL.
CONSTANTIN BECK.

‘Witnesses: :
IsaAsc A. BROWNELL,
L. W. BopwELL.




