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To (tl v/vo, i la conce: 
Be it known that we, GEORGE PARKE 

STREET, Sr., of Elkton, and BENJAMIIN II. 
COURSEY, of Sharon Grove, in the county of 
Todd and State of Kentucky, have invented 
a new and Improved Folding Seat, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

Io seats or chairs particularly adapted for use 
in churches, theaters, halls, schools, and the 
like; and the object is to provide a seat or 
chair having both its seat, and back arranged 
to fold to one side, thus leaving a clear space 
or passage-Way between the side frames, ren 
dering the device particularly useful when 
it is desired to quickly clear a room of an au 
dience and also facilitating the operations 
of a perSon SWeeping. 
Ve will describe afoldingselt embodying 

Our invention and then point out the novel 
features in the appended claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a folding 
seat embodying Our invention, showing the 
same in its closed position. Fig. 2 is a per 

3o spective view showing the seat and back 
in folded position. Fig. 3 is a section on the 
line 33 of Fig. 1, the seat and the back of 
the chair being in the position shown in Fig. 
2 and the desk being in the position shown 
in Fig. 1. 
The seat or chair comprises two side frames, 

each consisting of a back-post 1, a seat-rail 
2, an arm 3, and legs 4, which are here shown 
as having foot-pieces provided with openings 

4o through which screws or bolts may pass to 
secure the frame to a floor. 
Mounted to swing on one of the back-posts 

1 is a back 5, which at its free edge has a 
spring-controlled latch 6, which is adapted to 

45 engage in a keeper in the opposite back-post. 
Aspring 7, coiled around a pintle S, arranged 
in a recess 9, formed in the back-post, to 
which the back is hinged, has one end bear 
ing against the rear side of the back-post and 

5o the other end bearing against the rear side 
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of the back 5. The spring-latch 6 is arranged 
in a recess formed in one of the side pieces 
of the back 5. 
Hinged to the seat-rail of the side frame 

to which the back is attached is the seat 10, 55 
which at the rear side of its hinged end has a 
boss 11, which is inclined downward and for 
ward on its under side and adapted to be en 
gaged by a pin 12, extended from a side rail 
of the back 5. 
To prevent any possible spreading of the 

side frames one relatively to the other, we 
provide the flange on the seat-rail with a 
channel 13, in which a rib 14 on the free edge 
of the seat 10 may engage when the seat is 65 
in its operative position. 
When it is desired to swing the seat and 

back to a folded position, so as to form a clear 
passage-way between the side frames, the up 
per end of the latch G is to be pressed in a 7o 
direction to release it from the keeper in the 
back-post. Then the spring 7 by pressing 
against the back will cause it to swing on its 
pivots or hinges, and during the swinging 
motion of the back the pin 12 by engaging 75 
with the inclined surface of the lug 11 will 
cause the seat 10 to swing upward, and at this 
same time the parts will be in the position 
shown in Fig. 2. 
We have shown the side frames as inade 8o 

double, so that each side frame will form a 
support for two seats and two backs, and 
thus the several seats may be arranged in . 
line and close together, as is required in 
churches, theaters, concert-halls and the like. 85 
When it is desired to use the seat or chair 

for school purposes, we employ a desk in con 
nection there with. This desk consists of a 
box-like structure 15, open at its front and 
having a closure 1() adapted to close the said go 
opening and also designed to form a portion 
of the top of the desk when in open position. 
This closure or leaf 16 is hinged to the top of 
the box-like structure 15 and may be held in 
its open position by a bar 17, mounted to Swing 95 
on a stud extended downward from the top 
board of the desk and adapted to engage un 
derneath the swinging portion. The closure 
may be held in a locked position by any de 
sired means. We have here shown it as pro- Ioo 
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vided with a keeper 18, adapted to be en 
gaged by a spring-pressed bolt 19, movable 
in lugs 20, fixed to the bottom of the box-like 
structure 15, and from this bolt 19 a finger 
piece 21 extends downward through a slot in 
the bottom of the box-like structure. 
From one end of the desk longitudinally 

slotted brackets 22 extend outward, and the 
inner ends of the slots are enlarged, as at 23, 
SO as to pass over the head 24 of a support 
ing-rod 25, extended from a back-post to one 
of the side frames. When thus supported 
upon the Supporting-rod the desk is to be 
drawin transversely of the seat or chair, so 
that the supporting-rod passes into the nar 
rower portions of the slots in the brackets, 
which will prevent the desk from moving 
OutWard Over the head 24 of the rod 25. The 
opposite end of the desk is provided with a 
lug 26, designed to engage overa supporting 
rod 27 on the back-post opposite to that with 
which the desk has sliding connection. This 
connection of the desk with a seat or chair 
permits of its being swung downward, as in 
dicated in Fig. 2, allowing a free passage ? ??? 
between the side frames of the seat or chair 
that is, by lifting the end of the desk to clear 
the lug 26 from the supporting-rod 27 and 
slightly moving the desk along the support 
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ing-rod 25 it may be allowed to swing down 
ward, as indicated. We provide an ink-well 
2S in the top of each back-post. 
Having thus fully described our invention, 

We claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent- *~ 

1. A seat or chair, comprising side frames, 
a back having swinging connection with one. 
of the side frames, a seat having swinging 
connection with said side frame, a spring for 
swinging the back, a pin on the back and an 
inclined lug on the seat adapted to be en 
gaged by said pin for swinging the seat with 
the back. 

2. A seat or chair, comprising side frames, 
a seat hinged to the seat-rail of one of the side 
frames, a back mounted to swing relatively 
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to the back-post of said side rail, a Spring sup- - 
ported on said back-post and engaging with 
the back, a latch on the free edge of said back 
for engaging with the opposite back-post, a 

: pin carried by the back and a lug on the seat 
having an inclined under surface to be en 
gaged by said pin, substantially as specified. 

GEORGE PARKE STREET, SR. 
BENJAMIIN H. COURSEY, 

Witnesses: 
FRANK B. GILL, 
BEN S. STREE.T. 


