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window frame. The window frame has a holder member for
holding the pivot shaft in position against movement in
inward and outward directions of the sash window when the
sash is in a fully closed position. A first reinforcement mem-
ber is mounted in at least one sash rail, and a second rein-
forcement member is mounted in a portion of each jamb
member adapted for engagement with the latch device in the
fully closed state of the sash, so as to indirectly reinforce the
jamb member portion from inside the jamb member.

26 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
SASH WINDOWS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to sash windows,
and more particularly to a single-hung or double-hung win-
dow having at least two sashes supported in vertical juxtapo-
sition within a window frame.

2. Description of Related Art

Sash windows adapted to be mounted in an opening in the
exterior wall of a commercial or residential building are
known as single- or double-hung windows having a pair of
upper and lower sashes. Among these windows, an improve-
ment has been proposed which comprises a sash pivotable in
an inward direction (room interior side) for enabling access
for cleaning to an outside surface of the sash from the room
interior side (U.S. Pat. No. 6,826,871 B2).

The sash described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,826,871 B2 is sidable
in a vertical direction along jamb members of'a window frame
between a fully closed position and a fully open position. The
sash is also inwardly pivotable about pivot shafts provided at
a lower end portion thereof. The sash has a support mecha-
nism disposed on a corner portion at the bottom thereof. The
support mechanism generally comprises a slide shoe slidable
in a vertical direction along each jamb member while engag-
ing the jamb member, and a pin (pivot shaft) pivotally con-
necting the slide shoe and the bottom corner portion of the
sash. The sash further has a guide member (latch mechanism)
disposed on a corner portion at the top thereof. The guide
member is normally disposed in guided engagement with
each jamb member so that the top corner portion of the sash is
guided along the jamb member during vertical sliding move-
ment of the sash.

The guide member also constitutes a latch mechanism so as
to permit inward pivotal movement of the sash. To this end,
the guide member includes a body attached to the sash, a latch
bolt projecting from the body for interlocking engagement
with the jamb member, and a spring for urging the latch bolt
in a projecting direction. The latch bolt is connected to a knob
which is disposed on an outer surface of the sash at the room
interior side. With this arrangement, the knob is manually
operated to move the latch bolt into the body against the force
of the spring, thus releasing the latch bolt from interlocking
engagement with the jamb member. The sash is now allowed
to undergo inward pivotal movement relative to the window
frame.

The sill member has a first stopper member disposed on a
top wall of the sill member, and a bottom rail of the sash has
a second stopper member projecting downwards. The second
stopper member is arranged such that it is vertically over-
lapped with the first stopper member at a position inwards of
the first stopper member when the sash window is fully
closed. With this arrangement, the first and second stopper
members cooperate to limit deflection of the sash under high
negative wind loads.

Another prior proposed improvement, such as disclosed in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,243,999 B1, provides a sash window having a
reinforcement mechanism for preventing the sash window
from blowing outward during extreme storms. In the sash
window, the reinforcement mechanism comprises a tongue-
and-groove fitting structure formed jointly by a ridge or rib
and a groove or recessed portion disposed between a bottom
surface of the bottom rail of a sash and a top surface of the sill
member of a window frame. When the sash is subjected to
high positive wind loads or negative wind loads during
extreme storms, the rib and the recessed portion engage
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together to thereby prevent the sash from blowing inward or
outward under such high wind loads.

As for materials for frame members of the sashes, woods or
synthetic resin materials such as polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
are used in many cases in North America. In order to increase
the strength of PVC sash frame members, a reinforcement
member having a highly rigid cross-sectional shape is dis-
posed inside a hollow frame member, such as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,003,277.

According to U.S. Pat. No. 6,003,277, the hollow PVC sash
frame and the PVC reinforcement member disposed inside
the PVC sash frame are formed concurrently by a so-called
“co-extrusion” process so that they are integrally connected
together. The reinforcement member is hollow and has a
particular cross-sectional shape that can provide high rigidity.
An internal space of the hollow reinforcement member may
be filled with another reinforcement member of PVC to pro-
vide an additional strength to the fame member.

The prior proposals discussed above are not fully satisfac-
tory atleast in terms of reinforcement or strengthening of sash
windows against wind loads or impacts from flying objects
during extreme storms.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A significant advantage of the present invention is to pro-
vide a sash window pivotable inward and sufficiently rein-
forced to withstand high positive wind loads or negative wind
loads as well as severe impacts applied thereto from flying
objects during extreme storms. Hurricanes are one example
of such extreme storms. Accordingly, the present invention
can be particularly advantageous when used near coastal
locations.

In an embodiment of the invention, there is provided a sash
window comprising a window frame including a head mem-
ber, a sill member and a pair of jamb members connected
together into a rectangular configuration; and at least one sash
having a sash frame including a top rail, a bottom rail and a
pair of side rails connected together into a rectangular con-
figuration, and a panel member disposed within the sash
frame, the sash being supported within the window frame and
slidably movable along the jamb members between a fully
closed position and a fully open position. The sash comprises
a support device disposed on a lower end portion thereof and
including a pivot shaft pivotally supporting the sash relative to
the window frame, and a latch device disposed on an upper
end portion of the sash and releasably engageable with each
of the jamb members to lock the sash in position against
pivotal movement relative to the window frame.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, the
window frame has a holder member which receives the pivot
shaft of the support device and prevents movement of the
pivot shaft in an inward direction and an outward direction of
the sash window when the sash is disposed in the fully closed
position.

Preferably, the holder member is made of metal and
includes an attachment portion fixed to the sill member and a
protruding portion projecting along the jamb members. The
protruding portion has a slit cut from an end edge of the
protruding portion located remotely from the attachment por-
tion, toward the attachment portion, the slit being receptive of
the pivot shaft.

Because of the holder member, it is possible to keep the
pivot shaft in position against movement when the sash is in
the fully closed position. When the sash is subjected to high
wind loads or heavy impacts from flying objects during
extreme storms, the wind loads are exerted concentrically on
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the pivot shaft. In this instance, however, since the holder
member serves as a reinforcement member of the pivot shaft,
a support of the sash at the pivot shaft can be maintained.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, each
of the jamb members has a portion adapted for engagement
with the latch device when the sash is in the fully closed
position, and a first reinforcement member is disposed on said
portion of each jamb member and indirectly reinforces the
jamb member portion from inside the jamb member.

Preferably, the jamb members are formed from synthetic
resin material and each has a track along which the latch
device is sidable while engaging the truck. The first reinforce-
ment member is made of metal and fixedly mounted inside
each jamb member at the portion adapted for engagement
with the latch device when the sash is in the fully closed
position.

With the first reinforcement member thus arranged, that
portion of each jamb member adapted for interlocking
engagement with the latch device is reinforced. When high
wind loads or heavy impacts from flying objects are applied to
the sash during extreme storms, concentration of wind loads
can occur at the engagement portion between the latch device
and the jamb member. In this instance, however, since the
jamb member is reinforced at such engagement portion by the
first reinforcement member, the interlocking engagement
between the latch device and the jamb member can be main-
tained. The first reinforcement member is arranged to indi-
rectly reinforce the jamb member from inside and is not
exposed on the outside of the jamb member. Thus, the rein-
forcement member does not affect the appearance ofthe jamb
member portion adapted for engagement with the latch device
and does not deteriorate the visual design of the jamb mem-
ber.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, the
sash includes a second reinforcement member disposed in at
least one of the top rail, bottom rail and each side rail.

In one preferred form of the invention, the second rein-
forcement member is disposed in at least the top rail of the
sash and extends over the entire length of the top rail.

Preferably, the second reinforcement member comprises a
metal member having a hollow cross-sectional shape and
extends over the entire length of said at least one rail, and a
filler filled in an internal space of the hollow metal member or
a space defined between the hollow metal member and said at
least one rail.

By providing the second reinforcement member, it is pos-
sible to increase the strength of the respective sash rails to the
extent that the sash can withstand high wind loads or heavy
impacts from flying objects that may be applied during
extreme storms. In general, the movable sash is disposed in a
lower section of the window frame with the result that the top
rail of such movable sash is disposed horizontally at a central
portion of the widow frame. In this arrangement, it is particu-
larly effective to place the second reinforcement member
inside the top rail for the purpose of reinforcing the central
portion of the window frame against damage during extreme
storms. In the case where the second reinforcement member
is arranged to extend over the entire length of each sash rail,
this arrangement is advantageous not only because the sash
rail is necessarily reinforced over the entire length thereof but
also because loads exerted on one sash rail can be effectively
and reliably transferred to an adjacent sash rail.

The sash window may further comprise a first fastener
member joining together said at least one rail and the second
reinforcement member incorporated therein, and/or a second
fastener member joining together a fixture or hardware dis-
posed on an outside surface of said at least one rail and the
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second reinforcement member incorporated therein. The fix-
ture or hardware may include a lock device, a handle and the
like.

By joining the sash rail and the reinforcement member by
the first fastener, loads on the sash rail are effectively and
reliably transmitted to the reinforcement member, which will
improve the reinforcing effect achieved by the reinforcement
member. Similarly, in the case where the hardware and the
reinforcement member is joined by the second fastener, loads
on the hardware are effectively and reliably transmitted to the
reinforcement member and, which will lead to an improved
reinforcing effect achieved by the reinforcement member.

Preferably, the window frame has a slit formed in at least
one of the head member, sill member and each jamb member,
and a cover member mounted to cover the slit. The cover
member includes a base portion fitted with the slit, a protrud-
ing portion integral with and projecting from the base portion
and extending continuously in a longitudinal direction of the
base portion, and a seal member mounted on the protruding
portion and sealingly engageable with a mating one of the
rails of the sash.

By providing the cover member, it is possible to improve
the fluid-tightness (air-tightness and water-tightness)
between the sash and the window frame.

It is preferable that the window frame further includes a
displacement prevention member having a base portion
attached to at least one of the head member, sill member and
each jamb member and a protruding portion integral with and
projecting from the base portion and extending continuously
in a longitudinal direction of the base portion. The protruding
portion is engageable with a part of a mating one of the sash
rails to prevent movement of the mating sash rail in the inward
direction and/or the outward direction of the sash window.

By preventing inward and outward movement of the sash
rail by the displacement prevention member, it is possible to
increase the mount strength of the sash relative the window
frame to the extent that the sash window can retain a sufficient
structure to withstand high wind loads or heavy impacts from
flying objects applied to the sash during extreme storms.

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, the
upper end portion of the sash includes a latch cover mounted
along a side surface thereof facing a mating member, so as to
cover a portion of the sash where the latch device is installed.

The latch cover may be formed from a rigid plate of metal
and is fixedly mounted along a side surface of each side rail.
The latch cover is preferably configured to have an opening
for allowing passage therethrough ofthe latch bolt of the latch
device for interlocking engagement with the mating jamb
member. The opening has a shape complementary in contour
to the shape (cross-sectional shape) of the latch bolt and has a
size equal to or slightly larger than a size of the contour of the
latch bolt. The opening allows passage of the latch bolt with-
out undue interference. When the latch bolt is subjected to a
load acting in the depth direction of the window under the
effect of an external force applied to the sash, the peripheral
edge of the opening can retain the latch bolt to thereby rein-
force the latch bolt. The peripheral edge of the opening and an
outer peripheral surface of the latch bolt should not be held in
intimate or close contact with each other at all times. They are
allowed to separate from one another to ensure smooth or
resistance-free passage of the latch bolt through the opening.
The latch cover needs to be engageable with the latch bolt to
assist supporting of the latch bolt when the sash is deflected
by the effect of an external force.

The foregoing reinforcements may be utilized in combina-
tion so that the overall strength of the sash window increases
greatly. Stated more specifically, the reinforcement member
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disposed in each sash rail for increasing the strength of the
sash, the reinforcement member disposed at a latch engage-
ment portion of each jamb, and the holder member serving
also as a reinforcement member for the pivot shaft may be
employed concurrently to increase the mount strength of the
sash relative to the window frame. Each of the foregoing
reinforcement members can achieve a prescribed reinforce-
ment effect even when used alone, but when used in combi-
nation, the reinforcement members can provide multiplied
effects. Embodiments of the present invention may have vari-
ous features or aspects and provide various advantages. Any
of the features, aspects and advantages of the present inven-
tion may be desired, but, are not necessarily required to prac-
tice the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred structural embodiment of the present invention
will be described in detail herein below, by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying sheets of drawings,
in which:

FIG.1is a front elevational view of a sash window accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention looking from
an exterior side of the sash window;

FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective view of the sash window
looking from an interior side thereof,

FIG. 3 is across-sectional view taken along line 3-3 of FIG.
1

FIG. 41is across-sectional view taken along line 4-4 of F1G.
1

FIG. 5 is across-sectional view taken along line 5-5 of FI1G.
1

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view showing meeting rails of
the sash window;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view, with parts cutaway for clarity,
of a labyrinth seal provided between the meeting rails;

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing a reinforcement member for
a latch used in the sash window;

FIG. 9 is a side view of the reinforcement member;

FIG. 10 is a plan view, with parts cutaway for clarity, of a
support member at a lower end of a sash of the sash window;

FIG. 11 is a side view, with parts cutaway for clarity, of the
support member;

FIG. 12 is a plan view showing a holder member for a pivot
shaft incorporated in the sash window;

FIG. 13 is a side view of the holder member;

FIG. 14 is a side view of a displacement prevention mem-
ber for use in the sash window;

FIG. 15 is a plan view of the displacement prevention
member;

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view showing the displacement
prevention member as it is installed in the sash window;

FIG. 17 is a perspective view showing a latch cover
installed in the sash window;

FIG. 18 is a front elevational view of the latch cover; and

FIG. 19 is a side view of the latch cover.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The general arrangement of a double-hung window 1 con-
stituting a sash window according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described below in greater detail
with reference to FIGS. 1 to 5.

As shown in FIG. 1, the double-hung window 1 is installed
in an opening in the exterior wall of a building, such as a
house, for separating an interior space and an exterior space of
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the building. The double-hung window 1 comprises a window
frame 10 including a head member 11, a sill member 12 and
apair of side or jamb members 13, 13 connected together into
a rectangular shape, and an upper sash 20 and a lower sash 30
movably supported within the window frame 10. The double-
hung window 1 may further include a fixed or slidable wire
screen on the outside at the window frame 10, and a fixed or
drawable blind on the inside at the window frame 10.

The upper and lower sashes 20 and 30 each have a sash
frame including a top rail 21, 31, a bottom rail 22, 32, and a
pair of side rails or stiles 23, 33 connected together into a
rectangular shape, and a panel of glazing (double-glazing) 24,
34 held within the sash frame.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, when viewed in a direction
which is perpendicular to a central plane within the window
frame 10, the upper sash 20 is offset from the central plane
within the window frame 10 toward the exterior side of the
window 1, while the lower sash 30 is offset from the central
plane toward the interior side of the window 1. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the upper sash 20 and the lower sash 30
are supported and guided by the jamb members 13, 13 of the
window frame 10 for vertical sliding movement along the
jamb members 13 to open and close the window 1 (double-
hung type). In another embodiment, the upper sash 20 may be
fixed while being positioned by the head member 11 and the
jamb members 13 of the window frame 10. In this instance,
the lower sash 30 is vertically slidable to open and close the
window 1 (single-hung type).

The double-hung window 1 is in a fully closed state when
the upper sash 20 is disposed in an upper limit position of its
vertical movement and the lower sash 20 is in a lower limit
position of its vertical movement. In this state, the bottom rail
(outer meeting rail) 22 of the upper sash 20 and the top rail
(inner meeting rail) 31 of the lower sash 30 are overlapped in
the depth direction of the window frame 10. The top rail 31 of
the lower sash 30 has a crescent lock 35, and the bottom rail
22 of the upper sash 20 has a crescent keeper 25 so that when
the crescent lock 35 is engaged with the crescent keeper 25
with the upper and lower sashes 20 and 30 placed in a closed
state, the double-hung window 1 in the fully closed state is
locked in position.

Each of the upper and lower sashes 20, 30 includes a pair of
support devices 40 disposed on lower end portions of each
sash, respectively, at opposite sides thereof, and a pair of latch
devices 50 disposed on upper end portions of each sash 20,
30, respectively, at opposite sides thereof. The support
devices 40 and the latch devices 50 are guided by the jamb
members 13 of the window frame 10 so that the upper and
lower sashes 20, 30 are vertically slidable within the window
frame 10.

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, each of the support devices 40
includes a block-like slide shoe 41 and a pin 42 connecting the
slide shoe 41 to the upper or lower sash 20, 30. The pin 42
serves as a pivot shaft as will be described later. The slide shoe
41 is held within a guide rail or track 13A formed in each jamb
member 13 and slidable in a vertical direction along the jamb
member 13. The slide shoe 41 is connected to a load bearing
mechanism (not shown) for supporting a weight of the upper
or lower sash 20, 30. The load bearing mechanism may be a
conventional structure used in an appropriate manner, for
example, a structure including a counterweight or balancer
connected via a wire, a structure including a helical spring for
supporting the load, or the like.

As shown in FIG. 4, each of the latch devices 50 includes a
box-like case 51, a latch bolt 52 retractably held in the case 51
with one end portion (front end portion) thereof projecting
from an end of the case 51, and a compression coil spring 53
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disposed in the case 51 for urging the latch bolt 52 in a
direction projecting outward from the case 51. The case 51
has an opening formed in an upper wall thereof so that the
latch bolt 52 is partially exposed to view through the opening.
Thus, by manually operating an exposed part of the latch bolt
52, the latch bolt 52 can move in a direction to compress the
coil spring 53. The case 51 is held inside opposite end por-
tions of the top rails 21, 31, and the front end portion of the
latch bolt 52 is normally disposed in an operating position in
which the front latch bolt end projects outward from an upper
end portion of each side rail 23, 33. The projecting front end
portion of the latch bolt 52 is sidable in a vertical direction
along the track 13 A in each jamb member 13 of the window
frame 10.

The upper and lower sashes 20, 30 are vertically slidable
with the support devices 40 and the latch devices 50 guidedly
received in the tracks 13 A of the jamb members 13. Further-
more, when the latch devices 50 are manually operated to
disengage from the jamb members 13, the lower sash 30
becomes pivotable inwardly into an inward tilt position indi-
cated by the phantom lines shown in FIG. 2 as the pins 42 of
the support devices 40 serve as pivot shafts on the lower sash
30. In order to limit pivotal movement of the lower sash 30 in
an inward direction of the window 1, each of the side rails 33
of the lower sash 30 and a corresponding one of the jamb
members 13 of the window frame 10 are connected together
by an arm (not shown).

By tilting the lower sash 30, an outside surface of the lower
sash 30 can be cleaned from the room interior side of the
window 1. In general, the foregoing pivot operation is applied
only to the lower sash 30 for enabling cleaning of the outside
surface of the lower sash 30. This is because an outside
surface of the upper sash 20 is readily accessible for cleaning
when the lower sash 30 is in the open state. However, the
upper sash 20 may be configured to become pivotable.

In the illustrated embodiment, the head, sill and jamb
members 11, 12 and 13 of the window frame 10 and the top
rails 21, 31, bottom rails 22, 32 and side rails 23, 33 of the
upper and lower sashes 20, 30 are extrusion molded from
synthetic resin into elongated members of particular profiles
shown in the drawing figures, the elongated members being
subsequently assembled together into rectangular frames.
The synthetic resin material may include polyvinyl chloride
(PVC). The material for the window frame 10 and sashes 20,
30 should by no means be limited to the synthetic material but
may include wood, metal such as aluminum alloy, or a com-
bination of these materials.

The double-hung window 1 of the foregoing construction
includes a reinforcement structure disposed at various por-
tions thereof, as will become apparent from a description
given below.

In the illustrated embodiment, the bottom rail 22 of the
upper sash 20 and the top rail 31 of the lower sash 30 are
disposed in juxtaposition at a meeting portion of the window
1. The bottom rail 22 and the top rail 31 have reinforcement
members 29, 39 disposed respectively therein.

As shown in FIG. 6, the reinforcement members 29, 39
each comprise an elongate member of C-shaped cross-sec-
tion. As a material for the reinforcement members 29, 39, an
aluminum alloy is most preferable for its lightweight and high
rigidity. The aluminum alloy may be replaced by any other
metal or fiber-reinforced plastics. The cross-sectional shape
of the reinforcement members 29, 39 is not limited to the
C-shape as in the illustrated embodiment but may include an
L-shape, J-shape, T-shape, rectangular shape, or any other
shape as long as it provides the reinforcement members 29,39
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with a high rigidity and is suitable for accommodation of the
reinforcement members 29, 39 into the corresponding rails
22, 31.

Each of the reinforcement members 29, 39 is held inside a
corresponding one of the rails 22, 31 with its plural surfaces
held in close contact with an inner circumferential surface of
each rail 22, 31. Each reinforcement member 29, 39 has
opposite ends extended to the opposite ends of the bottom rail
22 orthe top rail 31 so that the rails 22, 31 are reinforced along
the entire lengths thereof.

The reinforcement members 29, 39 remarkably increases
the flexural rigidity of the bottom and top rails 22 and 31.
When a similar reinforcement member is also disposed in the
side rails 23, 33, the top rail 21 of the upper sash 20 and the
bottom rail 32 of the lower sash 30, it is preferable to connect
adjacent ends of the reinforcement members so that the rein-
forcement members disposed inside the rails of each sash 20,
30 jointly form a rectangular framework structure. To connect
the adjacent reinforcement members any sort of conventional
techniques, such as an L-shaped joint with parts inserted in
opposed ends of the reinforcement members, can be used.

An internal space of each of the reinforcement member 29,
39 and a space between each reinforcement member 29, 39
and a corresponding one of the bottom rail 22 and the top rail
31 are filled with fillers as at 29A, 39A, 29B and 39B. The
fillers 29A, 39A, 29B, 39B are provided into the respective
spaces in a flowable condition and foam or expand within the
spaces to fill the latter. After a predetermined period of time
has passed thereafter, the fillers 29A, 39A, 29B, 39B become
solidified in a foamed or expanded condition and form blocks
having a higher rigidity than a predetermined reference value.
Materials commercially available for the production of the
fillers 29A, 39A, 29B and 39B include “Speedbonder Stuc-
tural Adhesive” and “Hysol Epoxy Adhesive”, both trade
names of Loctite Corporation.

Because of the rigidity of the fillers 29A, 39A, 29B, 39B,
the flexural rigidity of the bottom and top rails 22 and 31 is
enhanced and the rigidity of the reinforcement members 29,
39 is enhanced as the reinforcement members 29, 39 are
confined in shape and configuration by the fillers 29A, 39A,
29B, 39B.

As described above, the bottom rail 22 of the upper sash 20
and the top rail 31 of the lower sash 30 in the illustrated
embodiment are reinforced by the reinforcement members 29
and 39, respectively. In this arrangement, when the lower sash
30 is subjected to a strong inward wind pressure or load, the
top rail 31 of the lower sash 30 tends to flex or distort toward
the room interior side, forming a space or gap between the top
rail 31 and the bottom rail 22. To avoid this problem from
occurring, the top rail 31 and the reinforcement member 39
disposed therein are fastened together into a unitary structure
by means of screws 39C (only one being shown in FIG. 6)
extending from an outside surface of the top rail 31 through a
peripheral wall of the reinforcement member 39 into the filler
39A. By joining the top rail 31 and the reinforcement member
39, the rigidity of the top rail 31 is further increased.

From an aesthetic point of view, the screws 39C are
arranged on the exterior side of the top rail 31. On the exterior
side of the top rail 31 there is provided a labyrinth seal formed
between the top rail 31 and the bottom rail 22. The labyrinth
seal is configured to allow movement of the screws 39C in a
vertical direction without interference with the labyrinth seal,
as will be described later.

As also shown in FIG. 7, the bottom rail 22 has on its inside
surface an upwardly oriented flange 26, and the top rail 31 has
on its outside surface a downwardly oriented flange 36. When
the sashes 20, 30 are disposed in the fully closed position,
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these flanges 26, 36 are interlocked with each other to thereby
form a labyrinth seal. Each screw 39C passes through the
flange 36 from an exterior side thereof and further extends
into the top rail 31 and the reinforcement member 39 disposed
therein.

A cylindrical collar 39D may be fitted around a portion of
the screw 39C extending between the flange 36 and the out-
side surface of the top rail 31. The flange 26 has cutout
recesses (only one shown) 39E formed at a top end edge
thereof at portions corresponding in position to the respective
screws 39C to allow movement of the screws 39C into and out
of' the respective cutout recesses 39E when the upper sash 20
and the lower sash 30 move relative to each other in a vertical
direction. The cutout recesses 39E allow the labyrinth seal to
maintain its prescribed function and opening and closing
operations of the upper and lower sashes 20 and 30 can be
achieved smoothly even though the screws 39C are provided
at the same position as the labyrinth seal.

As previously described, the upper sash 20 and the lower
sash 30 are in engagement with the tracks 13A on the respec-
tive jamb members 13 via the support devices 40 and the latch
devices 50, and these sashes 20, 30 are slidable in a vertical
direction along the jamb members 13. Each of the jamb
members 13 has a reinforcement member 59 disposed therein
s0 as to provide the track 13A with a strength sufficient to
withstand a concentrated load or force applied from the latch
bolt 52 of each latch device 50.

As shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the reinforcement member 59
is a relatively short strip member of J-shaped cross-section
including an attachment portion 59A, a connecting portion
59B and an abutment portion 59C. The reinforcement mem-
ber 59 is formed by extrusion from an aluminum alloy into an
elongated J shape or section, followed by cutting the elon-
gated J shape into strips of individual lengths. The reinforce-
ment member 59 is received in the track 13A of each jamb
member 13 and firmly secured at the attachment portion 59A
to the track 13A by means of a pair of screws (not shown)
extending respectively through a pair of holes (not desig-
nated) formed in the attachment portion 59A.

As shown in FIG. 4, the abutment portion 59C of the
reinforcement member 59 is disposed behind one longitudi-
nal edge of the track 13A with which the latch bolt 52 is
slidably engaged, so that the abutment portion 59C can indi-
rectly bear a load or force applied from the latch bolt 52.

The reinforcement member 59 serves to indirectly rein-
force or strengthen each jamb member 13 from inside and is
not exposed on the outside of the jamb member 13. Thus, the
reinforcement member 59 does not affect the appearance of
the jamb member 13 and does not deteriorate the visual
design of the jamb member 13.

The reinforcement member 59 is positioned at the same
vertical level or height as a portion of the track 13A with
which the latch bolt 52 of each latch device 50 is in engage-
ment when the lower sash 30 or the upper sash 20 is in the
fully closed state. The reinforcement member 13 may be
mounted to extend over the entire length of the jamb 13, but a
sufficient effect can be attained even when the reinforcement
member 59 is disposed only at a portion of the track 13A
engageable with the latch bolt 52 of the latch device 50 when
each sash 20, 30 is in its fully closed position.

As shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, a holder member 49 for
holding the pin (pivot shaft) 42 of each support device 40 is
disposed on the sill member 12 at opposite end portions
thereof located adjacent lower ends of the respective jamb
members 13. As also shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, the holder
member 49 is an L-shaped member including an attachment
portion 49A and a protruding portion 49B extending at right
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angles from each other. The L-shaped holder member 49 is
formed by extrusion from an aluminum alloy into an elon-
gated L shape or section, followed by cutting the elongated L.
shape into strips of individual lengths. The holder member 49
is firmly secured to an upper surface of the sill member 12 by
means of a pair of screws (not shown) extending respectively
through a pair of holes (not designated) formed in the attach-
ment portion 49A.

Referring back to FIGS. 10 and 11, in an attached or
installed condition of the holder member 49, the protruding
portion 49B of the holder member 49 projects upwards along
an inner surface of one sidewall of each jamb member 13 that
is located on an interior side of window. The protruding
portion 49B may project upwards from the attachment por-
tion 49A so as to form a lower end extension of the one
sidewall of each jamb member 13. The protruding portion
49B has a slit 49C cut from an upper end of the protruding
portion 49B. The slit 49C is located at a position vertically
aligned with a path of movement of the pin (pivot shaft) 42
when the lower sash 30 slides along the jamb members 13 in
a vertical direction. The slit 49C has a minimum width sub-
stantially equal to or slightly greater than an outside diameter
of the pin (pivot shaft) 42. With this arrangement, when the
lower sash 30 is disposed in its fully closed position, the pin
(pivot shaft) 42 is guidedly received in the slit 42C and hence
is prevented from moving a depth direction of the window
(i.e., both in an outward direction and in an inward direction
of'the window). By locking the pin (pivot shaft) 42 in position
against movement in the depth direction of the window, it is
possible to bear a wind pressure or load applied to the lower
sash 30.

As shown in FIG. 3, the head member 11 has a slit 11A
formed in a bottom wall thereof so as to extend along an area
of the bottom wall vertically aligned with the lower sash 30.
The slit 11A is connected to an internal space of the head
member 11 and extends over the entire length of the head
member 11. The head member 11 also has a cover member 61
snap-fit with the slit 11A to close the slit 11A.

Like a conventional cover used in a similar portion of the
window, the cover member 61 includes a base portion 61A
extending to cover the slit 11A and a pair of locking legs 61B
integral with the base portion 61A and lockingly engaged
with a pair of opposed longitudinal edges of the slit 11A. The
cover member 61 further has a protruding portion 61C pro-
jecting downwards from one longitudinal edge of the base
portion 61A and extending continuously in a longitudinal
direction of the slit 11A, and a seal member 61D formed from
elastomeric material such as rubber and mounted on a front
end edge of the protruding portion 61C. When the upper sash
20 is in the fully closed position, the protruding portion 61C
is arranged to extend along an exterior surface of the top rail
21 of the upper sash 20, and the seal member 61D is in sealing
contact with the interior surface of the top rail 21. With this
sealing contact between the seal member 61 and the interior
top rail surface, the cover member 61 is able to provide a
hermetic seal and a waterproof seal between the upper sash 20
and the window frame 10.

The cover member 61 may be extrusion molded from syn-
thetic resin material in a similar manner as the head member
11. The position of the cover member 61 should not be limited
to the head member 11 as in the illustrated embodiment but
may include a sill member 12 or each jamb member 13. In the
case where the upper sash 20 is formed as a fixed sash, the
cover member 61 is mounted to cover a part of the track 13A
of'each jamb member 13 extending below the upper sash 20
in an exposed condition.
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InFIG. 3, the sill member 12 has a displacement prevention
member (sill attachment) 62 firmly secured to an upper sur-
face of the sill member 12 so as to extend over an area
vertically aligned with the lower sash 30.

As shown in FIGS. 14 and 15, the displacement prevention
member 62 has a generally T-shaped cross section and
includes a base portion 62A and a protruding portion 62B
uprising from a front surface of the base portion 62A and
extending continuously over the entire length of the base
portion 62A. The displacement prevention member 62 also
has a longitudinal groove 62C formed in a rear surface of the
base portion 62A in order to form one part of a ridge-and-
groove fitting structure that has both a positioning function
and a load-transmitting function. The displacement preven-
tion member 62 preferably has a sufficient level of rigidity
and is made of metal such as aluminum alloy. As an alterna-
tive, fiber-reinforced plastic material or a like material having
a sufficient level of rigidity can be used for forming the
displacement prevention member 62.

As shown in FIG. 16, the displacement prevention member
62 is fixed to the upper surface of the sill member 12 by means
of screws (not shown) extending through the base portion
62A and threaded into the sill member 12, or a pressure-
sensitive adhesive double-coated tape disposed between the
rear surface of the base portion 62A and the upper surface of
the sill member 12. In an attached or installed condition of the
displacement prevention member 62, the protruding portion
62B is received between a pair of ribs 32A formed on a
bottom surface of the bottom rail 32 of the lower sash 30 when
the lower sash 30 is in the fully closed position. In this
condition, the displacement prevention member 62 is able to
prevent displacement of the lower sash 30 in the depth direc-
tion of the window and also is able to achieve a seal function
as the protruding portion 62B is nested in a space defined
between the ribs 32A. To ensure reliable positioning of the
displacement prevention member 62 relative to the sill mem-
ber 12, the sill member 12 has on its upper surface a longitu-
dinal ridge or rib 12A, which forms the other part of the
ridge-and-groove fitting structure. As previously described,
the groove 62C is formed in the rear surface of the displace-
ment prevention member 62 and the rib 12A is formed on the
upper surface of the sill member 12. When the displacement
prevention member 62 is to be fixed on the sill member 12, the
groove 62C is fitted with the rib 12A. This facilitates easy
positioning of the displacement prevention member 62 rela-
tive to the sill member 12.

The ridge-and-groove fitting structure formed by the
groove 62C and the rib 12 fitted with each other is also able to
perform a load transmitting function for reliable transmission
of an external force applied to the lower sash 30 in the depth
direction to the sill member 12. For instance, when the lower
sash 30 is subjected to external force acting in the depth
direction of the window during a storm, the lower sash 30
tends to displace in the depth direction. In this instance,
however, since the ribs 32A of the lower sash 30 being dis-
placed come into engagement with the protruding portion
62B of the displacement prevention member 62 the displace-
ment prevention member 62 prevents further displacement of
the lower sash 30 in the depth direction. As the external force
becomes large, a load transmitted via the rib 32A and the
protruding portion 62B to the displacement prevention mem-
ber 62 increases. In this instance, however, since the ridge-
and-grove fitting structure formed jointly by the rib 12A and
the groove 62C fitted together is able to achieve the aforesaid
load-transmitting function, the displacement prevention
member 62 can withstand such great external force without
causing displacement relative to the sill member 12.
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To achieve the positioning function satisfactorily, the fit-
ting engagement between the groove 62C and the rib 12A
should preferably involve a relatively small play. On the other
hand, engagement between the ribs 32A on the lower sash 30
and the protruding portion 62B of the displacement preven-
tion member 62 is allowed to involve a relatively large play
because it engages in auxiliary load transmission only when
the lower sash 30 is displaced to a certain extent under the
effect of the external load. The protruding portion 62A of the
displacement prevention member 62 should not be limited to
a continuous rib-like configuration but may take the form of a
series of discrete protrusions arranged in a longitudinal direc-
tion of the base portion 62A.

The sill member 12 has an upwardly projecting flange 12B
on the interior side thereof, and a locking projection 12C
formed on a lower end portion of an exterior surface of the
flange 12B and extending continuously along the length of the
flange 12B. The locking projection 12C is arranged such that
when the displacement prevention member 62 is placed in a
predetermined position determined by the groove 62C and the
rib 12A fitted together for attachment of the displacement
prevention member 62 to the sill member 12, the locking
projection 12C on the flange 12B comes into interlocking
engagement with an inside longitudinal edge of the base
member 62A to keep the latter in position against floating or
upward movement relative to the sill member 12.

The locking projection 12C is not essential to the invention
and hence can be omitted as appropriate. The displacement
prevention member 62 should not be limited to the one shown
in the illustrated embodiment but may include such a dis-
placement prevention member which is secured to a bottom
surface of the lower sash 30 and engageable in a recessed
portion or groove formed in the sill member 12.

As shown in FIG. 17, the latch device 50 is incorporated in
anupper end portion of the upper sash 20 or the lower sash 30
at opposite sides of each sash. Each sash 20, 30 has a latch
cover 58 attached thereto so as to cover that portion of the sash
in which the latch device 50 is installed.

As shown in FIGS. 18 and 19, the latch cover 58 is formed
from a rigid plate of metal or reinforced plastic into a rectan-
gular configuration and has a generally rectangular opening
58A formed in one end portion thereof, and a plurality (two in
the illustrated embodiment) of attachment holes 58B formed
in an opposite end portion thereof The opening 58A has a
shape complementary in contour to the shape (cross-sectional
shape) of the latch bolt 52 (FIG. 17) and has a size larger by
several millimeters for each side than a size of the contour of
the latch bolt 52. The opening 58 A allows passage ofthe latch
bolt 52 without interference and is engageable at an inner
peripheral surface or edge thereof with an outer peripheral
surface of the latch bolt 52 when the latch bolt 52 is displaced
in any direction other than a direction parallel to an axis of the
latch bolt 52.

The attachment holes 58B accept passage of respective
shanks of two screws 58C (FIG. 17) when the latch cover 58
is attached or screwed to each side rail 23, 33 ofthe upper sash
20 or the lower sash 30. The side rail 23, 33 preferably has a
recessed portion (not designated) formed therein with a depth
substantially equal to a thickness of the latch cover 58 so that
the latch cover 58 is accommodated within the recessed por-
tion with its outer surface lying flush with an outer surface of
the side rail 23, 33.

With the latch cover 58 thus arranged, when the latch bolt
52 of the latch device 50 is subjected to a load or force acting
in the depth direction of the window under the effect of an
external force applied to the upper and lower sashes 20, 30,
the inner peripheral edge of the opening 58A supports or
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bears the latch bolt 52 to thereby maintain a necessary
strength of the latch bolt 52. In this instance, since the inner
peripheral edge of the opening S8A and an outer peripheral
surface of the latch bolt 52 are not always held in close contact
with each other, the latch device 50 can be manually operated
smoothly. On the other hand, when the upper and lower
sashes 20, 30 are displaced by an external force in the depth
direction, the inner peripheral edge ofthe opening 58 A comes
into abutment with the outer peripheral surface of the latch
bolt 52 to thereby assist supporting of the latch bolt 52.

Inthe illustrated embodiment, each of the parts or members
of the sash window can achieve an advantageous effect or
effects in the manner as described above. Since the individual
parts or members are assembled together to form a single sash
window, it is possible to further improve the overall strength
of the sash window.

The present invention should not be limited to the embodi-
ment described above. Rather, various changes and modifi-
cations are possible for each structural part of the present
invention. Furthermore, it is not essential for each structural
part to have all of the reinforcements described above and it is
possible to omit parts of the reinforcements.

The cover member 61, displacement prevention member
62, reinforcement members 29, 39, 59 and holder member 49
may be incorporated in other window frames than the window
frame 10 in the illustrated embodiment. For instance, these
members can be also effectively applied to horizontal sliding
windows, fixed windows or the like.

It should be understood that various changes and modifi-
cations to the presently preferred embodiments described
herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention and without
diminishing its intended advantages. It is therefore intended
that such changes and modifications be covered by the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A sash window comprising:

a window frame including a head member, a sill member
and a pair of jamb members connected together into a
rectangular configuration; and

at least one sash having a sash frame including a top rail, a
bottom rail and a pair of side rails connected together
into a rectangular configuration, and a panel member
disposed within the sash frame, said at least one sash
being supported within the window frame and slidably
movable along the jamb members between a fully closed
position and a fully open position,

wherein each of said side rails comprises: (1) a support
device disposed on a lower end portion thereof, said
support device comprising a slide shoe and a pivot shaft,
the slide shoe being slidably disposed in a vertical track
defined by each of said jamb members, and said pivot
shaft extending between an edge of said side rail and said
slide shoe, said pivot shaft pivotally supporting said at
least one sash relative to the window frame, and (2) a
latch device disposed on an upper end portion of said at
least one sash and releasably engageable with each of the
jamb members to lock said at least one sash in position
against pivotal movement relative to the window frame,
and

wherein said sash window further comprises a pair of
holder members disposed adjacent a lower end portion
of'each of said jamb members, each of said holder mem-
bers comprising an attachment portion attached to said
sill member and a protruding portion extending
upwardly from said attachment portion and disposed
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adjacent said lower end portion of each of said jamb
members, said protruding portion defining a slit that
extends from an upper edge thereof, said slit receiving
the pivot shaft of the support device when said at least
one sash is disposed in the fully closed position, and said
protruding portion of said holder member preventing
movement of said slide shoe in a direction toward a
center longitudinal axis of said sash window, said center
longitudinal axis of said sash window being substan-
tially parallel to said jamb members.

2. The sash window according to claim 1, wherein said
holder member is made of metal.

3. The sash window according to claim 1, wherein said
vertical track of each of said jamb members has a portion
engaging with a latch bolt of the latch device when said at
least one sash is in the fully closed position, and a first rein-
forcement member is disposed within said vertical track of
said jamb member adjacent said jamb member portion and
reinforces said jamb member portion.

4. The sash window according to claim 3, wherein said
jamb members are formed from synthetic resin material and
said first reinforcement member is made of metal.

5. The sash window according to claim 3, wherein said at
least one sash includes a second reinforcement member dis-
posed in at least one of the top rail, bottom rail and each side
rail.

6. The sash window according to claim 5, wherein said
second reinforcement member is disposed in at least the top
rail of said at least one sash and extends over the entire length
of'the top rail.

7. The sash window according to claim 5, wherein said
second reinforcement member comprises (1) a metal member
having a hollow cross-sectional shape and extending over the
entire length of said at least one rail, (2) a filler filled in at least
one of an internal space of the hollow metal member and a
space defined between the hollow metal member and said at
least one rail.

8. The sash window according to claim 5, wherein:

said at least one sash comprises a lower sash and an upper

sash,

said second reinforcement member is disposed in said top

rail of said lower sash,

said top rail of said lower sash comprises a downwardly

extending flange that extends alone an exterior surface
of said top rail of said lower sash,

said bottom rail of said upper sash comprises an upwardly

extending flange that extends alone an interior surface of
said bottom rail of said upper sash,

at least one elongated fastener member extends through

said downwardly extending flange, said bottom rail, and
the second reinforcement member and

said upwardly extending flange defines at least one slit that

extends downwardly from an upper edge of the
upwardly extending flange, wherein when said upper
sash and said lower sash are in a fully closed position,
said upwardly extending flange and said downwardly
extending flange engage in a labyrinth seal and said
portion of said fastener member is engaged in said slit of
said upwardly extending flange.

9. The sash window according to claim 1, wherein said
window frame has a slit formed in at least one of the head
member, sill member and each jamb member, and a cover
member mounted to cover the slit of the frame, said cover
member including a base portion fitted with the slit of the
frame, a protruding portion integral with and projecting from
the base portion and extending continuously in a longitudinal
direction of the base portion, and a seal member mounted on
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the protruding portion and sealingly engageable with a mat-
ing one of the rails of said at least one sash.

10. The sash window according to claim 1, wherein said at
least one sash is a lower sash and said window frame farther
includes a displacement prevention member having a base
portion attached to the sill member and a protruding portion
integral with and projecting upwardly from the base portion,
the displacement prevention member extending along an
upper surface of the sill member, said protruding portion
being engageable with at least a portion of a lower surface of
the bottom rail of the lower sash to prevent movement of the
bottom rail in at least one of an inward direction and an
outward direction of the sash window when the lower sash is
in the fully closed position.

11. The sash window according to claim 1, wherein said
upper end portion of each of said side rails includes a latch
cover mounted thereon, the latch cover defining an opening
through which a latch bolt of the latch device extends and
engages the respective jamb member adjacent the side rail,
said opening being smaller than an adjacent opening in the
side rail through which the latch bolt extends.

12. The sash window according to claim 1:

wherein a vertical track of each of said jamb members has

aportion adapted for engagement with a latch bolt of the
latch device when said at least one sash is in the fully
closed position, and a first reinforcement member is
disposed within said vertical track of each jamb member
adjacent the jamb member portion and indirectly rein-
forces said jamb member portion from inside the jamb
member such that the latch bolt directly engages an outer
surface of the jamb member portion and the first rein-
forcement member engages a inner surface of the jamb
member portion, the inner surface being opposite and
spaced apart from the outer surface.

13. The sash window according to claim 12, wherein said
jamb members are formed from synthetic resin material and
said first reinforcement member is made of metal.

14. The sash window according to claim 12, wherein said at
least one sash includes a second reinforcement member dis-
posed in at least one of the top rail, bottom rail and each side
rail.

15. The sash window according to claim 14, wherein said
second reinforcement member is disposed in at least the top
rail of said at least one sash and extends over the entire length
of the top rail.

16. The sash window according to claim 14, wherein said
second reinforcement member comprises: (1) a metal mem-
ber having a hollow cross-sectional shape and extending over
the entire length of said at least one rail and (2) a filler filled
in atleast one of an internal space of the hollow metal member
and a space defined between the hollow metal member and
said at least one rail.

17. The sash window according to claim 14, wherein:

said at least one sash comprises a lower sash and an upper

sash,

said second reinforcement member is disposed in said top

rail of said lower sash,

said top rail of said lower sash comprises a downwardly

extending flange that extends alone an exterior surface
of' said top rail of said lower sash,

said bottom rail of said upper sash comprises an upwardly

extending flange that extends alone an interior surface of
said bottom rail of said upper sash,

at least one elongated fastener member extends through

said downwardly extending flange, said bottom rail, and
the second reinforcement member and
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said upwardly extending flange defines at least one slit that
extends downwardly from an upper edge of the
upwardly extending flange, wherein when said upper
sash and said lower sash are in a fully closed position,
said upwardly extending flange and said downwardly
extending flange engage in a labyrinth seal and said
portion of said fastener member is engaged in said slit of
said upwardly extending flange.

18. The sash window according to claim 12, wherein said
window frame has a slit formed in at least one of the head
member, sill member and each jamb member, and a cover
member mounted to cover the slit, said cover member includ-
ing a base portion fitted with the slit, a protruding portion
integral with and projecting from the base portion and extend-
ing continuously in a longitudinal direction of the base por-
tion, and a seal member mounted on the protruding portion
and sealingly engageable with a mating one of the rails of said
at least one sash.

19. The sash window according to claim 12, wherein said at
least one sash is a lower sash and said window frame farther
includes a displacement prevention member having a base
portion attached to the sill member and a protruding portion
integral with and projecting upwardly from the base portion,
the displacement prevention member extending along an
upper surface of the sill member, said protruding portion
being engageable with at least a portion of a lower surface of
the bottom rail of the lower sash to prevent movement of the
bottom rail in at least one of an inward direction and an
outward direction of the sash window when the lower sash is
in the fully closed position.

20. The sash window according to claim 12, wherein said
upper end portion of each of said side rails includes a latch
cover mounted thereon, the latch cover defining an opening
through which a latch bolt of the latch device extends and
engages the respective jamb member adjacent the side rail,
said opening being smaller than an adjacent opening in the
side rail through which the latch bolt extends.

21. The sash window according to claim 1 wherein:

said at least on sash comprises a lower sash and an upper

sash, each of said sashes having a sash frame including
atop rail, a bottom rail and a pair of side rails connected
together into a rectangular configuration, and a panel
member disposed within the sash frame, said sashes
being supported within the window frame and slidably
movable along the jamb members between a fully closed
position and a fully open position,

wherein:

said lower sash includes a reinforcement member dis-
posed in the top rail thereof,

said top rail of said lower sash comprises a downwardly
extending flange that extends along an exterior sur-
face of said top rail of said lower sash,

said bottom rail of said upper sash comprises an
upwardly extending flange that extends along an inte-
rior surface of said bottom rail of said upper sash,

at least one elongated fastener member extends through
said downwardly extending flange, said top rail of
said lower sash, and the reinforcement member, and

said upwardly extending flange defines at least one slit
that extends downwardly from an upper edge of the
upwardly extending flange, wherein when said upper
sash and said lower sash are in a fully closed position,
said upwardly extending flange and said downwardly
extending flange engage in a labyrinth seal and said
portion of said fastener member is engaged in said slit
of said upwardly extending flange,
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whereby the at least one fastener transfers a force on the
downwardly extending flange to the reinforcement
member extending through the top rail of the lower sash.

22. The sash window according to claim 21, wherein said
reinforcement member extends over the entire length of the
top rail.

23. The sash window according to claim 21, wherein said
reinforcement member comprises a metal member having a
hollow cross-sectional shape and extends over the entire
length of said top rail, and a filler filled in at least one of an
internal space of the hollow metal member and a space
defined between the hollow metal member and said top rail.

24. The sash window according to claim 21, wherein said
window frame has a slit formed in at least one of the head
member, sill member and each jamb member, and a cover
member mounted to cover the slit, said cover member includ-
ing a base portion fitted with the slit, a protruding portion
integral with and projecting from the base portion and extend-
ing continuously in a longitudinal direction of the base por-
tion, and a seal member mounted on the protruding portion
and sealingly engageable with a mating one of the rails of said
at least one sash.

20
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25. The sash window according to claim 21, wherein said
window frame farther includes a displacement prevention
member having a base portion attached to the sill member and
a protruding portion integral with and projecting upwardly
from the base portion, and the displacement prevention mem-
ber extending, said protruding portion being engageable with
at least a portion of a lower surface of the bottom rail of the
lower sash to prevent movement of the bottom rail in at least
one of an inward direction and an outward direction of the
sash window when the lower sash is in the fully closed posi-
tion.

26. The sash window according to claim 21, wherein said
upper end portion of each of said side rails includes a latch
cover mounted thereon, the latch cover defining an opening
through which a latch bolt of the latch device extends and
engages the respective jamb member adjacent the side rail,
said opening being smaller than an adjacent opening in the
side rail through which the latch bolt extends.
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