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Snap-on closure system and method.

@ A closure system (10) is disclosed including a o
container neck (14) extending axially from a -
container and a cap and spout assembly (12) for \\
snap-on receipt onto the container neck. The
cap and spout assembly includes a snap-on
spout (22) having a resiliently flexible sealing o
ring (32) adapted for sealing receipt onto the
container neck. The snap-on cap (20) includes a
closure member (24) for closure of the spout
and an interlocking ring (26) adapted for inter-
locking receipt onto the container neck over the
sealing ring independent of the snap-on spout.
The closure member is frangibly attached to the 7N
interlocking ring to proﬁdey tamper-evident ‘4{{‘“
means for the snap-on cap. The interlocking — SN
ring of the cap cooperates with the sealing ring
of the spout to maintain a positive seal against
the container neck regardless of the internal A,L_—
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pressure within the container.
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I CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at_tne\ﬁme of filing more than ten claims.
- ~

D All claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been

drawn up for ail claims.

D Only part of the claims fses have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search

report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have been paid,
namely claims:

D No ctaims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has been

drawn up for the first ten claims.

l LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,

namely:

- claims 1-30,34,35
- claims 31-33

(See sheet -B-)

D All further search fees have been paic within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has

been drawn up for ali ciaims.

D Only part ¢f the furiher search fees have pDeen paid within the lixed time limit. The present European search
report has been grawn up for those paris ¢f the European palent applicalion which relate 1o the inventions in

respect of which search fees have been naid,
namely claims:

X None of the further search fees has been caig within the fixed time limit. The present European search report
has been orawn up for those paris ¢! ine Zuropean palent apphcation which relate to the invention first

mentioned in the claims,

namely claims: 1—30,34,35
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent
invention and relates t several invantions or groups of inventions,
namely:

1.
2.

application does not comply with the requirement of unity of

Claims 1-30,34,35
Claims 31-33

REASONS FOR LACK OF UNITY

Each claim of the present application contains a
number of technical features, defining its subject

matter. Two categories of features are present in
the claims:

1. Features which are obvious to the man skilled in
the art:

A closure system comprising a container neck, a spout

with sealing means onto said container neck, a cap
with closing means for said spout.

They are common to all claims but they do not represent

any contribution to the prior art (see for example
document EP 0417453). Hence they are not special
features contributing to the fulfilment of the
requirement according to Rule 30 EPC.

2. Remaining technical features:

Being not obvious to the man skilled in the art, they
can be considered as special features. Analysis of the

claims leads to the following special features:

a. Claims 1-30,34,35: a first interlocking means onto

said spout to snap onto said container neck and
a second interlocking means onto said cap to snap
onto said container neck.

b. Claims 31-33: a container neck including inner and

outer sealing surfaces and a spout with a sealing

ring including an inner, an outer and a transverse

sealing ring portions.
A restraining mean defining a pivot for said

sealing ring and which increase the sealing
contact

None of the technical features mentioned thereabove
are common to groups a or b, nor they are the same or
corresponding. Therefore no common "special technical
features" nor technical relationship can be found that
could link the second subject to the first one by a
single inventive concept.
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the requirement of unity of
invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions,
namaly:

CONCLUSION

The grouping thereabove under the heading of

the respective and distinctive special technical
features acceptable a priori illustrate the

number of subjects present which do not fulfil

the requirement of Rule 30 EPC.

Hence, Art. 82 EPC is not satisfied: the subject-
matter of the application contains two subjects which
are not linked by a single inventive concept.
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