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(54)  Snap-on  closure  system  and  method. 

©  A  closure  system  (10)  is  disclosed  including  a 
container  neck  (14)  extending  axially  from  a 
container  and  a  cap  and  spout  assembly  (12)  for 
snap-on  receipt  onto  the  container  neck.  The 
cap  and  spout  assembly  includes  a  snap-on 
spout  (22)  having  a  resiliently  flexible  sealing 
ring  (32)  adapted  for  sealing  receipt  onto  the 
container  neck.  The  snap-on  cap  (20)  includes  a 
closure  member  (24)  for  closure  of  the  spout 
and  an  interlocking  ring  (26)  adapted  for  inter- 
locking  receipt  onto  the  container  neck  over  the 
sealing  ring  independent  of  the  snap-on  spout. 
The  closure  member  is  frangibly  attached  to  the 
interlocking  ring  to  provide  tamper-evident 
means  for  the  snap-on  cap.  The  interlocking 
ring  of  the  cap  cooperates  with  the  sealing  ring 
of  the  spout  to  maintain  a  positive  seal  against 
the  container  neck  regardless  of  the  internal 
pressure  within  the  container. 
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CLAIMS  INCURRING  FEES 

i  ne  present  turopean  patent  application  comprised  at  the  time  of  filing  more  than  ten  claims. 

|  |  All  claims  fees  have  Been  paid  wilhin  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  Ei 
drawn  un  inr  all  rtlaim* 
«ii  claims  lees  nave  oeen  paia  wiinm  ine  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  all  claims. 

u  uniy  pan  ot  tne  claims  tees  nave  Deen  paid  wrthin  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  tor  the  first  ten  claims  and  for  those  claims  lor  which  claims  fees  have  been  paid, 
namely  claims: 

[  J  No  claims  fees  have  been  paid  within  the  prescribed  time  limit.  The  present  European  search  report  has  been 
drawn  up  for  the  first  ten  claims. 

LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 
•  hc  omiui  uivi&iun  consioers  max  tne  present  turopean  patent  application  does  noi  comply  with  the  requirement  ol  unity  of 
nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, 
namely; 

claims  1-3U,34,35 
claims  31-33 

(See  sheet  -B-) 

u  

□  

~n  tunnei  ae«ui  ices  nave  ueen  paic  w,;mn  me  iixea  lime  limit,  l  he  present  huropean  search  report  has 
been  drawn  upfoi  all  claims. 
Only  pan  of  the  further  search  lees  have  Deen  paid  within  the  fixed  time  limit.  The  present  Eurooean  search 
report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  pa.  -is  of  the  European  palent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventions  in 
respect  ol  which  search  fees  have  been  oaid. 

namely  uidtiitb. 
|X  |  None  o!  the  further  search  tees  has  been  oaid  within  the  fixed  lime  limit.  The  present  European  search  reoort 

has  been  orawn  up  for  those  pans  of  ine  European  palent  application  which  relate  to  the  invention  first 
mentioned  in  tne  Claims, 

namelyclaims.  1-30,34,35 
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LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

The  Search  Division  considers  that  the  present  European  patent  aoolioihnn  rf̂ ««  m  ■  !  :  ; invention  and  relates  to  several  invention,  or  groups  ĉ vfnopns  ^  r«"Jirsment  of  un"V 
namely: 
1.  Claims  1 - 3 0 , 3 4 , 3 5  
2.  Claims  31 -33  

REASONS  FOR  LACK  OF  UNITY 

Each  c la im  of  the  p r e s e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n   c o n t a i n s   a 
number  of  t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s ,   d e f i n i n g   i t s   s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r .   Two  c a t e g o r i e s   of  f e a t u r e s   are  p r e s e n t   i n  
the  c l a i m s :  
1.  F e a t u r e s   which  are  obvious   to  the  man  s k i l l e d   i n  

the  a r t :  
A  c l o s u r e   system  c o m p r i s i n g   a  c o n t a i n e r   neck,  a  s p o u t  with  s e a l i n g   means  onto  sa id   c o n t a i n e r   neck,  a  c a p  with  c l o s i n g   means  for  sa id   s p o u t .  

They  are  common  to  a l l   c la ims   but  they  do  not  r e p r e s e n t  
any  c o n t r i b u t i o n   to  the  p r i o r   a r t   (see  for  e x a m p l e  
document  EP  0417453) .   Hence  they  are  not  s p e c i a l  
f e a t u r e s   c o n t r i b u t i n g   to  the  f u l f i l m e n t   of  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t   a c c o r d i n g   to  Rule  3  0  EPC. 

2.  Remaining  t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s :  
Being  not  obvious   to  the  man  s k i l l e d   in  the  a r t ,   t h e y  
can  be  c o n s i d e r e d   as  s p e c i a l   f e a t u r e s .   A n a l y s i s   of  t h e  
c la ims   l eads   to  the  f o l l o w i n g   s p e c i a l   f e a t u r e s :  
a.  Claims  1 - 3 0 , 3 4 , 3 5 :   a  f i r s t   i n t e r l o c k i n g   means  o n t o  

sa id   spout   to  snap  onto  sa id   c o n t a i n e r   neck  and  
a  second  i n t e r l o c k i n g   means  onto  sa id   cap  to  s n a p  
onto  sa id   c o n t a i n e r   n e c k .  

b.  Claims  31-33:  a  c o n t a i n e r   neck  i n c l u d i n g   i nne r   and  
ou t e r   s e a l i n g   s u r f a c e s   and  a  spout   with  a  s e a l i n g  
r ing   i n c l u d i n g   an  i n n e r ,   an  ou t e r   and  a  t r a n s v e r s e  
s e a l i n g   r ing   p o r t i o n s .  
A  r e s t r a i n i n g   mean  d e f i n i n g   a  p i v o t   for  s a i d  
s e a l i n g   r ing   and  which  i n c r e a s e   the  s e a l i n g  
c o n t a c t  

None  of  the  t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e s   men t ioned   t h e r e a b o v e  
are  common  to  groups  a  or  b,  nor  they  are  the  same  o r  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g .   T h e r e f o r e   no  common  " s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l  
f e a t u r e s "   nor  t e c h n i c a l   r e l a t i o n s h i p   can  be  found  t h a t  
could  l i nk   the  second  s u b j e c t   to  the  f i r s t   one  by  a 
s i n g l e   i n v e n t i v e   c o n c e p t .  
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,  —  .  —  .  ovyouiuwii  uvws  noi  ramny  wrm  me  requirement  of  urutv  of nvention  and  relates  to  several  inventions  or  groups  of  inventions, tamely: 

rhe  g r o u p i n g   t h e r e a b o v e   under  the  head ing   o f  the  r e s p e c t i v e   and  d i s t i n c t i v e   s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l  f e a t u r e s   a c c e p t a b l e   a  p r i o r i   i l l u s t r a t e   t h e  lumber  of  s u b j e c t s   p r e s e n t   which  do  not  f u l f i l  :ne  r e q u i r e m e n t   of  Rule  30  EPC. 
ience,   Art .   82  EPC  is  not  s a t i s f i e d :   the  s u b j e c t -  
?S  ■ t ^ a E p l i c a ^ i o n   c o n t a i n s   two  s u b j e c t s   w h i c h  ire  not  l i n k e d   by  a  s i n g l e   i n v e n t i v e   c o n c e p t .  
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