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To all, Luhon, it nally CO7 ce/7 
Be it known that I, ALFRED SWAN, a sub 

ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing at 
Schenectady, county of Schenectady, State of 

5 New York, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Branch Blocks for In 
candescent-Lighting Circuits, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to branch blocks for 

to incandescent lighting circuits, and has for its 
object to provide a simple form of such block, 
readily and economically made. 
The drawings hereunto annexed show an 

embodiment of my invention, Figurel being a 
I5 section, Fig.2 a perspective with the cover re 

moved, and Figs. 3 and 4 sections of the cover. 
A represents the base of the block, formed 

of any suitable insulating material. 
B, B, B' B, are four brass stampings pro 

2 o vided with the usual contact screws for wiring. 
Upon each stamping is a clip C and between 
each two of the clips extends a glass tube in 
closing a fuse wire F, serving to make con 
nection between the main Wire B and the 

25 branch wire B'. The stampings are secured 
to the base by any suitable means, as by 
screws DD, or by being molded or cast therein, 
and are prevented from making contact in 
the center by a projection Pabout which they 

3o are arranged in the forin of a cross, at right 
angles; through the center of the projection 
is a hole for a screw S, serving to secure the 
branch block in place. Upon the inside of 
the projection a screw-thread T is formed, 
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lating material, in place. The stampings BB, 
&c., are arranged in opposite pairs at differ 
ent heights on the block, so that one pair of 
wires is over or under the other, and thus all 
chance of a short circuit avoided. 

It is manifest that any other form of fuse 
may be adopted for the one here shown. 
What I claim, and wish to protect by Letters 

Patent of the United States, is 
1. As an article of manufacture, a branch 

block- consisting of a base, as A, having a 
central projection P provided with a screw 
thread adapted to secure a cover for the 
block, and With suitable line - connections, 
such line connections arranged by pairs at 
different heights, whereby the two sets of 
wires are prevented from coming in contact, 
substantially as described. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a branch 
block consisting of a base having a central 
projection provided with a screw thread 
adapted to secure a cover for the block and 
four stampings B, B, B, B, secured by pairs 
to the base at different heights and having 
their inner ends separated by the projection, 
and connections between them by suitable 
fuses, substantially as described. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand this 19th day of May, A. D. 1893. 
ALERED SWAN. 

Witnesses: 
FRED BATHURST, 
H. E. PUTNEY. 

serving to fasten the cover, of suitable insul 35 

45 

55 

  


