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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, OBapIAn B. CLARE, a
citizen of the Unitel States, residing at Ce-
dar Rapids, in the county of Linn and State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Trestles, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to improve
the construction of trestles so as to make them
capable of Leing folded compactly for trans-
portation and to render them more convenient
In use than formerly, as will hereinafter ap-
pear.

The invention consists in the construetion,
combination, and arrangement of parts, as
hereinafter fully set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a side elevation of the invention; Tig. 2, an
end elevation of the same; Fig. 3, a side view
of the same with oneend elevated and the other
resting on the ground; Fig. 4, a bottom view
of the same folded up; Fig. 5, a transverse sec-
tional view in the line ¢ b of Fig. 6, showing
the detail of thehinge at one end of the trestle;
Fig. 6, a longitudinal sectional view of thé
same in the line ¢ 4 of Fig. 5; Fig. 7, an end
view of the hinge portion of the other end of
the trestie; Fig. S, the same in longitudinal
section in the same line as Fig. 6; Fig. 9, a
fragmentary sectional view showing the detail
of the fastening for the braces, and Fig. 10 a
fragmentary view showing the detail of the
fastening of the cross-bars.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding ‘parts.

The trestle has been devised with a view to
convenience in the beating of carpets and the
like, though it may of course be applied to
many other uses; but for this operation it is
desirable to have a large but light trestle, ca-
pable of being folded into comparatively small
compass for transportation. In practice I
make it about sixteen feet long and ten high,
and of some strong but light wood, as pineor
sprace. Set up it is capable of supporting a
good-sized carpet, and folded it is in conven-
ient form and not too heavy to be easily car-
ried from place to place.

The trestle is quite simple in its construe-
tion, consisting of the bar or rail A, flaring
legs B B B B, cross-bars C C, and braces DD,

Serial No. 266,624. (No model.)

The rail A should be made somewhat thicker
in the middle than at the ends for strength.

The legs B B B B are hinged to the rail A, so
asto fold together at the bottom and also along-
side of the rail. TFor this purpose I provide
a double jointed hinge for each pair of legs,
or, more strictly speaking, a hinge with three
joints, one turning on the rail and one on
each of the legs. Oue of these hinges, E, may
be so construected as to allow the legs to swing
inwardly or outwardly with respect to the
rail; but the other, ¥/, does not allow the legs
to swing outwardly beyond the right angle.
The relative operation of the hinges is shown
in Fig. 3, and the object of this construction
i8 to allow one end of the trestle to lie on the
ground while the carpet is drawn up on the
rail from that end, this being much easier than
to lift it to the height of the trestle when set
up. After the carpet has been drawn on the
rail in this manner, the depressed end is ele-
vated and the legs adjusted to proper position.

The special construction of the hinge E and
its connections is shownin Figs. 5and 6. The
hinge, as will be seen, is composed of three
parts—a pivotal portion, , fitted to a suitable
box, b, on the under side of the rail, and two
wings, ¢ ¢, hinged to the central part and
adapted to be secured to the legs in the usual
manner. It will be noticed that the upper
ends of the legs extend past the side of the
rail and have a lateral bearing thereon when
in position for use.

The hinge I’ has a flat central portion, «,
constituting the half of a hinge transverse to
the rail, and, as will be seen, turns only in
onedirection—inwardly—forming alock when
turned back against the rail. This movable
central portion, ¢, is hinged to two wings, ¢ ¢,
similar to those of the hinge E, which are se-
cured to thelegs B B. Inthis manner this pair
of legs is held frowmn swinging outward past a
rightangletotherail,thusinsuring their proper
position whetherthe brace D be connected with
the legs or not, and making it more conven-
ient to set up the trestle. .

Each pair of legs is provided with a eross-
bar, C, pivoted to one leg, so as to fold up.
The other leg is provided with a long stirrup-
iron, d, between which and the leg the free
end of the eross-bar moves and is fastened.
A stud, e, prevents the end of the cross-bar
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from beeoming detached from the stirrup, and
a notch, f, on the under side of the cross-bar
engages with the lower end of the stirrup and
locks the legs when spread at the bottom.

The braces D D are hinged to the underside
of the rail, and their outer ends are provided
with hooks ¢ ¢, engaging with the cross-bars.

In practice I make these hooks in the angu-
lar form shown, the angle of the hook and
that of the end of the brace corresponding to
the angle of the cross-bar with respect to the
brace when in position for use. The cross-
bar, as will be seen, lies between the hook g
and the end of the brace and may be securely
fastened in this position by means of set or
thumb serews 4 £.

The trestle is most conveniently set up by
first drawing out the pair of legs represented
by the hinge I, on the spreading of which
legs the cross-bar drops into position and the
brace hooks over the cross bar. In that in-
clined position carpet or the like may be slid
into position on the rail and the other end then
elevated at will and in a manner so simple as
to require no description. Thus counstructed
the device affords a convenient support for
carpets and the like, and its form is such as to
facilitate the removal of dust from them, as
the lower sides of the carpet, the extremes of
which rest upon the flaring legs of the trestle,
are spread apart considerably, allowing the
air to pass through and the dust to escape.

390,753

Having thns deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a trestle, the combination of the rail
A, legs B B B B, doubly hinged to said rail,
the cross-bars C C, pivotally connected with one
of each pair of legs and having the notches f f
near their opposite ends, the stirraps d d, and
the braces D D, having hooks to engage with
the cross-bars, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. In a trestle, the combination, with the
rail A and legs B B B B, of a hinge, E, hav-
ing a central pivotal portion, ¢, adapted to al-
low free movement in cither direction trans.
versely to the rail, and the hinge E/, having a
central portion, «’, adapted to swing inwardly
only, each of said hinges having wings ¢ e,
hinged at right angles to the central portions
and adapted to connect with the legs, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony wherceof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

his
OBADIAH X B. CLARE,

mark

Witnesses:
FrRANK G. CLARK,
L. CooPER.
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