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To all chom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs S. VVELLs, of 

Chicopee, in the county of Hampden and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
Improved Device for Canceling Postage and 
Revenue Stamps; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de 

i scription of the same, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, making a part of 
this specification, in which 

Figure lis a perspective view of my inven 
tion; Fig. 2, a vertical central section of the 
same, taken in the line a a, Fig. 3; Fig. 3, a 
horizontal section of the same, taken in theline 
yy, Fig. 2. 

Similarletters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several figures. 
This invention relatesto a new and improved 

implement or device for canceling postage and 
revenue stamps. 
The invention consists in the employment 

or use of a circular cutter formed at the lower 
end of a tube which is provided with a spiral 
slot, said tube being fitted within a case, with 
in which and the tube a plunger works, the 
latter having a lateral-projectingpin, which is 
fitted within the spiral groove of the cutter 
tube, all being arranged, in connection with a 
spring, to operate as hereinafter set forth. 
To enable those skilled in the art to fully 

understandand construct my invention, I will 
proceed to describe it. 
A represents the case of the implement, 

which may be of cylindrical or an approximate 

to bear upon a shoulder, g, in the case Aby 
means of a spiral spring, E, the upper end of 
which bears against a washer, li, on the rod 
C, said washer bearingagainst a pin, i, which 
passes transversely through the rod C. The 
lower end of the spring E bears against a 
washer, j, which is in contact with the upper 
end of the tube D. This spring also has a 
tendency to keep the rod C elevated, the pin 
i bearing against the under side of the cap B. 
The implement or device is used as follows: 

The face a of the case Ais placed upon the 
stamp to be canceled and the rod C forced 
down by the hand of the operator. As the 
rod Cis pressed down, the tube D and cutter 
e are rotated in consequence of the pin c of the 
rod C Working in the spiral groove or slot d 
of the tube ID. The cutter e cuts a circular 
hole in the stamp, as shown in Fig. 1, and ef. 
fectually defaces or cancelsit. When the rod 
Cis relieved from the pressure of the hand the 
spring E throws it up again to its original po 
sition, and the implement or device is again 
ready for use. 

I am aware that a canceling-stamp has be 
fore been made with a cutter rotated within 
its handle by pressing down the latter, as de 
scribed in a patenti granted to S. VV. Francis 
on the 21st day of April, 1863. 
My device is superior to the above in pro 

viding an outer casing which rests firmly upon 
the paper, gages the cut, and remains station 
ary while the cutter turns within it, so that 
the latter is rotated with greater ease and ef 

form, and having a flaring or bell-shapelower i fect, and the depth ofall parts of it cut more 
end., a. The upper end of the case has a 
screw-cap, B, fitted upon it, through which a 
cylindrical plunger-rod, C, passes, saidrod 
having a feather orlongitudinal cleat, b, which 
works in a notch in the edge of the opening 
in the cap B, through which the rod C passes, 
and prevents the rod C from turning. The 
rod C, nearits lower end, is provided with a 
laterally-projecting pin, c, which is fitted and 
works in a slot, d, made in a tube, D, the lat 
ter being placed within the case A, and hav 
ing a portion, e, at its lower end of smallerdi 
ameter than its other part, said part e having 
its lower edge filed or cut to form saw-shaped 
teeth. This toothed parte of the tube D is a 
circular cutter, which projects a trifebelow 
the face a of the case A, and a shoulder, f, 
whichisformed on the tubeD, in consequence 
f the smaller diameter of thecutter, is made 

accurately gaged. 
EIaving thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The tube D, provided with a spiral groove 

or slot, d, and having a cutter, e, at its lower 
end, in combination with the rod C, provided 
with a lateral pin, c, fitted in the groove orslot 
d of the tube D, the above parts being with 
in a case, A, which constitutes a gage, resting 
firmly on the paper and remaining stationary 
while the cutter turns within it, and all' ar 
ranged in connection with a spring, E, to op 
erate in the manner substantially as and for 
the purpose herein set forth. 

CEIARLES S. WELLS, 
Witnesses: 

THOS. L. J. DOUGLAS, 
GEO. W. R.EED. 


