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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that, JAMEs W. LINNEHAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
South Boston, in the county of Suffolk and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in String 
Cutters, of which the following is a full, 
clear, concise, and exact description. 
My present invention relates to cutters, 

and more particularly to string cutters for 
use in stores, shipping rooms and the like, 
where bundles are wrapped up and tied with 
string, cord or similar binding material. 
As heretofore constructed, string cutters 

have been of the straight blade variety, with 
little or no protection against accident on 
the part of the careless operator, and in 
many cases bad cuts have been inflicted from 
unprotected instruments of this class. An 
other bad feature of most string cutters in 
use to-day, is that no provision has been 
made for adjustment of the blade to present 
new cutting surfaces or replacement of same 
without discarding the whole apparatus. 

In my present invention, I have obviated 
the objections existing in previous structures 
of this type, and have developed a circular 
rotatably adjusted cutter blade that is of 
minimum size, simple in construction, safe 
and efficient in operation. 
The principal object of my invention 

therefore, is a string cutter of the circular 
blade type. 
Another object is an improved form of 

safety guard to hold the circular blade. 
Still another object is an improved means 

for mounting said cutter blade so that new 
surfaces may be presented to the operator 
from time to time, and replacement of new 
blades made when all the sharp surfaces of 
the old blade have been utilized. 
Other objects and novel features of the 

construction and arrangement of parts con 
stituting my invention will appear as the 
description of the invention progresses. 
In the accompanying drawings illustrat 

ing the preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, 

Fig. 1 is a plan looking down, and show 
ing the string cutter mounted upon the edge 
of a counter, table or similar piece of furni 
ture upon which bundles are placed to be 
wrapped; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a modified form of Fig. 1, and is 

also a plan view looking down on the same 
type of counter; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Referring to the drawings, 10 designates 
a wrapping counter or table, to the edge of 
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which is secured the string cutter body 11, 
by screws 12 passing thru holes prepared 
for that purpose in the depending side of 65 
the cutter body 11. The depending side of 
the cutter body 11, I have indicated by the 
character 13, and is formed by the simple 
process of bending the long side of the mem 
ber 11 down at right angles and thereby 
forming a right angled bracket to firmly 
mount the cutter as above described. The 
front of the cutter body is shaped in a semi 
circular manner with a somewhat semi-cir 
cular cut-out portion 16 whose radial center 
is in the same plane as that of the outer 
guard members 14 which are separated by 
the opening 15 cut in the body member 11. 
At 17, I have provided a countersunk hole in 
which is inserted the machine screw 18. Di 
rectly below and on the opposite side of the 
central portion 19 of the body guard 11 is 
mounted the circular cutter 20 adapted to 
fit over the machine screw 18. Adjacent the 
cutter, and firmly clamping same to member 
11, is the clamping collar 21 which is pro 
vided with a tapped hole 22 adapted to re 
ceive the machine screw 18 and firmly clamp 
the blade 20 to the central body member 19 
of the body guard 11. 

Fig. 4 shows a modified form in which a 
cutter of the same shape as in Figs. 1 and 
2 may be used by splitting said cutter in 
two halves making two semi-circular halves. 
This form of string cutter is for use in ship 
ping rooms where string of a heavier form 
is used. Fig. 3 is a plan view of same corre 
sponding to Fig. 1 of the preferred form 
and having a guard member 23 with project 
ing members to effect an easy entrance to 
the cut-out recess 25. The cutter proper 26 
is adapted to be clamped in the same manner 
to the body 23 as in Figs. 1 and 2 by means 
of the clamping member 27 on the under 
side of cutter blade, and the machine screw 
28 which passes thru an opening prepared 
for that purpose in the blade 26. 
In operation a string S is projected 

against the cutter 20 or 26 and in almost 
every case will have a tendency to be pushed 
to one side or the other of the central open 
ing 15 causing it to be severed by coming 
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in contact with the blade 20 or 26, but at the 
same time the hands, Wrists, arms and other 
parts of the operators body are protected 
from the blade 20 or 26 by the guard mem 
bers 14. The Smooth curved form of the 
guard as shown in Fig. 1 and again more 
pronounced at Fig. 3 eliminates many acci 
dents to clothing by catching on the appa 
ratus. After the cutter has been dulled by 
long use, the screw 18 may be loosened and 
the cutter blade 20 rotated to a new posi 
tion thus presenting a fresh sharp edge. At 
the time when no more fresh cutting edges 
are available on cutter blade 20, a new blade 

5 may be inserted by removing the screw 18 
entirely and substituting a new blade for 
the old one. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, is: 
An improved string cutter comprising in 

combination, a stationary guard and Sup 
porting member, the outer edge of which is 
shaped in the form of two oppositely op 
posed semi-crescents thereby forming an in 
ternal recess with a by-pass from the inter 
nal recess past the points of the semi-cres 
cents to the outer edge of said guard, a cir 
cular cutter blade adjustably mounted upon 
said guard concentric with said internal re 
cess and adapted to engage any foreign mat 
ter inserted between the points of said semi 
c'escents, a collar adapted to compress and 
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hold said cutter blade against the under side 
of said guard by means of a tightening mem 
ber passing through said guard, said blade 
and terminating in said collar. 

In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe 
my name this 24 day of August, 1922. 

JAMES W. LINNEHAN. 


