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: This invention relates to the canning of 
food products, especially asparagus and par 
ticularly to the initial step of placing the 
asparagus in the cans prior to the cooking 

'5 of same. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
At present it is necessary for the can 

nery operators to gather the asparagus stalks 
up in their hands in small bundles, and place 
the same upright in the cans. This is a 

10 somewhat slow procedure, as is well known 
to those in the industry, since, among other 
things, the asparagus is somewhat soft Owing 
to the prior treatment to which it has been 
subjected and it is consequently delicate to 

15 handle and tends to catch on the edge of the 
can while being inserted vertically therein. 
It is also hard to fill the can to a properly 
full extent with any kind of speed. . 
- The principal object of my invention is 

20 to provide an appliance which enables as 
paragus of the requisite amount to fill a can 
to be initially laid down flat and to be then 
injected all at once into the can without danger of any stalks catching on the edge 

2 of the can. The efficiency of my improved 
means of packing asparagus into the cans. 
over present methods is such that two oper 
ators are able to easily fill as many cans in 
a given time as now requires the services 

30 of eight or more operators. - 
... A further object of the invention is to 
produce a simple and inexpensive device and 
yet one which will be exceedingly effective 

35 for the purpose for which it is designed. 
such structure and relative arrangement of parts as willfully appear by a perusal of 
the following specification and claims. . 
- In the drawings similar characters of ref 
erence indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views: ... . . . . . . . - Fig. 1 is perspective view of the appa 
ratus in position to be filled with asparagus. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the can 
interposed in place in connection with the 
receptacle after the latter has been filled. 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section of the ap 
paratus in connection with a can showing 
the asparagus after it has been transferred from the receptacle to the can. 

These objects I accomplish by means of 

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing: the ad 
justment of the parts to enable the device. 
to be operated in connection with short cans. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings and the characters of reference 
marked thereon, the numeral 1 denotes - a pair of transversely spaced guide members 
which are connected at their ends by flat orificed straps 2 or the like which are adapted 
to rest on and be secured to the work-bench 
or table 3. . . . . . . . . The members 1 form Support and guiding 
means for the asparagus receiving receptacle 
4 which is substantially the same size and 
shape as a standard asparagus can 5 and is 
disposed on the slide with its major axis-in 
a horizontal plane. 

55 

60 

65 

The front end of the receptacle is open 
while the top is in the form of a lid 6 hinged 
along one side of the same as indicated at 7. 70 

Freely fitting in the receptacle is a thin 
plunger 8 substantially the same size and , 
area as the cross sectional area of the recep tacle, which plunger is rigidly supported by 
a horizontal rod 9 which projects through 75 
the back of the receptacle to a supporting 
bracket 10 fixed in connection with the ad 
jacent end of the guide members 1. The 
length of the rod between the plunger, and 

: bracket is substantially the same as that of 
the receptacle, so that when the latter is slid 
to its limit of movement in the direction of 
the bracket the plunger will lie adjacent the 
front open end of the receptacle as shown 
in Fig. 3. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

80 

85 
Mounted in connection with the lid on the 

top of the same is a strap 11 which projects 
beyond the open end of the receptacle, a dist 
tance approximately equal to the length of 
the can 5 and which terminates at its outer 
endin a depending extension 12 to engage the 

90 

adjacent end of the can as shown in Figs. 
2 and 3. A handle 13 connected to the strap 
over the lid enables the latter to be opened 95 
and closed and the receptacle and can to be 
moved lengthwise along the slides. In operation the receptacle is first shifted 
along the sides so that the plunger is at the 
back end of the receptacle and the lid is then 100 



2 
opened as shown in Fig. 1. The asparagus, 
which is already cut to the proper length, is 
then laid horizontally in the receptacle from 
above until it is full. The can is then placed . 

the receptacle. 
time causes the extension 12 to move into en 
gaging position with the outer or bottom 
end of the can. The handle is then moved to 

O 

in the slide ahead of the receptacle so that its 
open top then abuts against the open end of 
Theid is then closed which at the same 

ward the opposite end of the guides, which 

5 

reaches its limit of movement the lid is thrown. 

causes the stationary plunger to be relative 
ly shifted in position in the can so that the 

5 asparagus is transferred as a unit from the 
receptacle to the can. When the receptacle 

open, the can is removed and the receptacle 
is shifted to its original position relative to 
the plunger ready for the next filling opera 
tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Since standard asparagus cans are of two 

30 
opposite to the extension for engagement with 

lengths but the same cross sectional area I 
mount the strap 11 on the lid for sliding 
movement relative thereto so that the dis 
tance from the extension 12 to the adjacent 
end of the receptacle may be altered to con 
form to the different lengths of cans. To 
hold the extension at a proper distance for 
long cans the strap has a stop 11 at its end 
the back of the receptacle. Said strap is also 

I arranged to have a removable stop 14 applied 
35 thereto somewhat ahead of the stop 11 to also engage the back of the receptacle and to 

then hold the strap extension at the proper 
distance from the receptacle to cooperate with the short can 5 as shown in Fig. 4. To con 
trol the normal position of the plunger rela 

40 tive to the open end of the receptacle for such 
short cans a removable pin 15 or the like is 
applied to the rod 9 in a position to prevent 
outward movement of the receptacle relative 

45 
to the plunger a greater distance than the 
length of the short-cut asparagus or can. 
While I have herein especially described 

is and shown the device as intended for the can 
ning of asparagus, said device is not limited 
to this particular use since it is equally adapt 

50. able for canning other products such as sweet potatoes, string beans, and the like. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

60 

readily seen that I have produced such a de 
vice as substantially fulfills the objects of the 

55 . . . . . . . . 
While this specification sets forth in detail 

the present and preferred construction of 
the device, still in practice such deviations. 

... from such detail may be resorted to as do 
not form a departure from the spirit of the 

invention as set forth herein. . . 

invention, as defined by the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and useful and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent is: . . . . . . . . . . can filling device including a recep it. A 
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relative movemento 

tacle of substantially the same size and shape 
as a can, and disposed with its major axis hori 
Zontally, said receptacle being open at one end 
and along the top, a hinged lid for the top, a : 
Support along which said receptacle is slid 70 able and also serving as a support for an open 
topped can when disposed with its open end 
abutting against the open end of the recep 
tacle, a plunger in the receptacle rigid with 
the support, and means mounted in connec 75 tion with the receptacle for engagement with 
the outer end of the can to enable said can 
and receptacle to be moved as a unit along 
the support. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. A can filling device including a recep 
tacle of substantially the same size and shape 
as a can, and disposed with its major axis 

80 

horizontally, said receptacle being open at 
one end and along the top, a hinged lid for the 
top, said receptacle being adapted to be as 
Sociated with a candisposed with its open 
end abutted against the openend of the recep tacle, means for disengageably maintaining 
the can and receptacle thus associated with 
each other, and a plunger in the receptacle; 
said plunger and receptacle being movable 96 
lengthwise relative to each other whereby to 
cause articles initially placed in the receptable. 
between the open end thereof and the plunger 
to be transferred to the can with such move 
ment. . . . . . . . . . - - 

3. A can filling device including a recep 
95 

tacle of substantially the same size and shape 
as a can, and disposed with its major axis hor izontally, said receptacle being open at one 160 end and along the top, a hinged lid for the 
top, a support, along which said receptacle is 
slidable and also serving as a support for an 
Open topped can when disposed with its open 
end abutting against the open-end of the re 105 ceptacle, a plunger in the receptacle rigid 
With the support, a strap mounted in connec 
open end of the receptacle, an angular exten 
sion on the outer end of said strap for engage 
ment With the outer end of the can when the 
lid is closed, and a handle mounted in connec 
tion with the lid. . . . . . . . . . 

tion with the lid and extending beyond the 
110 

4. A structure as in claim 1, with a common 
handle for operating the door and for moving 
the receptacle and can. . . . . . . . . 

5. A can filling device including a recep 
tacle of substantially the same size and shape 
as a can, and disposed with its major axis hor 

120...' izontally, said receptacle being open at one 

115 

end and along the top, a hinged lid for the 
top, a support, along which said receptacle is 
slidable and also serving as a support for an 
Open topped can when disposed with its open . 

25 . . . . 
ceptable, a plunger in the receptacle rigid 
with the support, stop means for limiting the . . . 

- - - FE away from 
the open end of the receptacle, a strap slid 
ably mounted on the lid for movement length 

end abutting against the open end of there 
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wise thereof and extending beyond the open 
end of the receptacle, a member on the out-r 
er end of the strap for engagement with the 
outer end of the can when the lid is closed, 
and stop means between the strap and recep 
tacle for adjusting the distance between the 
said member and the outer end of the can to 
conform to the limit of spacing possible be 
tween the open end of the receptacle and the 
plunger. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

WILBUR. E. LACEY. 


