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x MPRovEMENT IN coRPSE-PRESERVING cofFINS. 

- The schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

To all wlom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMEsY. BEACK, of Cleve 

land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, 
| have inwe?ted a certain new and improved Coffin for 

Preserving Dead Bodies; and I do hereby declare 
tlat the followiug is a full, clear, and complete de 
scription of the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing making part of this specification, 

i in. whichi- M 
| Figure 1 is a perspective view of the cofinor 
C?Se, ' , 

Figure 2 is an inside view from the top. 
| Figure 3 is an under-side view of the cover. 

Figure 4 is a vertical longitudinal section in direc 
tion of the line ata. 

Figure, 5 is a transverse section in direction of the 
line a? c. - 
Like letters of reference refer to like parts in the 

seweral views. | 
The nature of this invention relates to a device 

for the preservation of human bodies for a time pre 
vious to their final interment, the object thereof being 
to keep said bodies in such condition that they may 
be sent from a distance for burial, or be continued un 
buried until the arrival of distant friends of the de 
ceased; and w 

It consists in forming an ice-chamber around the 
body-receptacle, which chamberis open at bothsides 
at the top, and covered with a rubbergasket attached 
to the edge of the cover, the latter having a space 
for antiseptics, and a lining of some fibrous mate 
rial. 
The device above referred tois constructed in the followingmanner: 
Infig. 1- . * . , , ..'' 

A represents an oblong square case, somewhat ex 
ceeding in length the stature of a human being, with 
à depth and width proportionate thereto. 

Said. case is constructed of wood and lined with 
sheet metal, B, fig. 5, between which and the sides 
of the case is a space, D; soalso between the lining 
of tle ends and the ends of the case is a space, D'; 
and soalso, between the bottom of the lining and case, 

* tlereby forming an air-space or chamber around be 
tween the entire inside of the case and lining, as 
shown in figs. 4 and 5. | 
Within said. case is arranged a casket, E, fig. 2; in 

which the body is placed for preservation. 
It will be observed that said. casket is so con 

structed and arranged within the case thatit does not 
touch the sides and bottom thereof but that there is 
a wide space, F, between them, as shown in fig. 5, the 
purpose of wlich will presently be shown. 

G, fig. 1, is the cover of the case, which is also 
lined, not with sheetmetal, but with some textile fab 
ric, H, fig. 4, between which and the top of th? cover 
is a space, I, communicating with the outside by 
means of apertures J. 
The practical operation of this device is as fol 

loWS : 
As aforesaid, the body islaid in the casket E. This 

being done, tle space Fimmediately surrounding the 
casketis then filled with a freezing mixture ofice and 
salt, or withice only, as the temperature ofthe weather 
may determine. 
The cold air from the ice-chamber is prewented 

from coming in contact with the corpse by the casket 
being air-tight where it comes against tle ice-clham 
ber. * 

The space I of the cover, on being filled with some 
antiseptic agent, tle top plate of wlich may be taken 
of for that purpose, is now secured to the case. A. 
gasket, K, is placed. between it and the edge of the 
case, thereby makingau air-tiglnt joint. 
The bodythus incased and surrounded by the freez 

ing mixture is soon frozen solid, thereby arresting its 
further decomposition, and which can be preserved in 
this condition as longas may benecessaryfor the pur 
pose required. 
The water from the ice, as it may melt away, filows 

from the case through the eduction-pipe Lu, and all 
moisture will be carried of through the vents J, or 

| absorbed by the lining H, or the contents of the 
cover. : . 
In thiscondition of the body it can be transported 

with safety from: and to any distant place for inter 
ment, and, should the freezing mixture becomewasted 
while in transit, it can easily and conveniently be re 
placed by afresh supply, and thus continue the preser 
vation of the body solong as may be desired, wlich 

i isthenremoved from the case for its final interment. 
Claim. 

What I claim as my improvement, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 
The case A, containing the air-chamber D, ice 

chamber F, eduction-pipe L, and casket B, in combi 
nation with the cover G, containing the space or 
chamber I, with its vent-holes J, cover H, and gasket 
K, when all the parts are constructed and arranged in 
the mauner and for the purpose substantially as de 
scribed. 

JAS. Y. BLACK. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. BURRIDGE, 
J. H. BURRIDGE. 

  

  

  


