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. 3 Clalms

“This invention relates to d1spensing containers,
and more particularly to contamers of the type
wherein matches, toothplcks, and other articles,
are to be forcibly removed by hand from the bot-
tom of a'confainer. ‘

An object is.to produce a, simple container hav-
ing yieldable bottom edges which normally con-
fine the contents of the container; while: pro-

viding - for” successive, or. consecutlve forcible
' 10

removal of the articles’in the container.

With the foregoing and ‘other objects in view,
the invention comprises. the specific combination
and’ arrangement. of details "herein, shown and
described to set forth one form of the invention.
However,. the inventlon extends. to varjations
and modifications  described by terms of the
clauns hereunto.appended. :

‘Briefly stated, a highly desirable form of the
invention appears ‘in a simple match box: con-

taining long wooden matches. - Without depart-:?

ing from the usual demgn of the box, and with-
out adding any ‘mechanical. delivery ‘devices, I
haye produced.yieldable elements which normally
confine the matches at the bottomi of a box, while
providing finger-receiving -openings. between the
yieldable elements, so as permit successive forc-
ible remeval of the matchés: :

Fig. 1 is a perspective view: 'of a match box
embodying - features .of this: invention; showing
detachable sections at the front bottom corner
of the box.

g 2 is' a view similar to Fig. 1, showing
conditions ‘which-appear when said detachable
sections-are removed:

Fig. 3 is a perspectlve v1ew of the drawer of
the box.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the outer case.

Fig, 5 is an -enlarged side view, with: parts
broken away to more clearly show internal
details, :

In this specific form of the invention, the con-
tainer is a simple match box comprising an elon-
gated rectangular outer case'A made of paper,
and a simple rectangular paper drawer B slidable
in said case.. The shape and dimensions of this
case and drawer may: conform to any usual type
of match box, adapted to be economically manu-
factured in large quantities. In other words, the
present invention"does not involve a highly ex-
pensive departure from the-usual commercial
procedure.

The case A has a front wall -6 provided with a
finger-receiving opening 71 extending upwardly
from the extremity of its lower edge. The slid-
able drawer B has a bottom wall 8 provided with
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a front edge adJacent to the lower edge of ‘the
front wall '6-of the case, and a finger-receiving
opening ‘9 extendmg rearwardly from the front
edge of said bottom wall 8. The finger-receiving
openings ‘T and 9 register with each other; as
shown most clearly in Pig, 2.

When: the openings T and’ 9 are formed:in this
manner, ‘the front wall 6 has yieldable lower
margins 18 at opposite sides of its finger-receiv-
ing opening- 1.” It will -also be observed that
the bottom wall 8 ‘has yieldable front margms
11 at opposite sides-of its finger-receiving open-
ing 9.

‘These yieldable margins at opposite sides of
the finger-receiving openings-T and 9 are located
adJacent to each other, so as to normally con-
fine the contents of the container; while provid-
ing for successive forcible removal of said con=
tents in a d1rect10n suggested by the arrow 12 in
Fig. 5.

The ﬁnger-recewmg openings 1 and’ 9 may be
formed in any desired manner:. Howevér, in the
manufacture of s1mp1e paper match boxes, the

‘case: A' and ‘drawer B-are preferably wea&ened
5 in' outlines suggested by dotted lines ¥3 and 14

in Fig. 1. - The front wall 6 can- be 1nexpen51ve1y ‘
weakened by indentations, scoring perforatlons
or:the-like, along the line 13, so as to prov1de a
detachable section: 15 extending upwardly from
its bottomr edge. ~This -section 15 can be very

_readlly grasped’ and removed from the bottom

édge; 50 as -to form the finger-receiving open-
ing T'which extends-upwardly from the extrermty
of said'bottom edge.

* A"similar condition appears at the dotted line
i4'in Fig. 1, where the detachable section 16 ex-
tends rearwardly from the extreme front edge
of the bottom wall 8, so as to permit free selective
removal in forming the finger-receiving open-
ing 9.

‘When the invention is employed under condi-
tions wherein a drawer is slidable in an outer
case, it is desirable to arrange for predetermined
relative -positions of the drawer and case, so as
to confine the drawer in the case while providing
for suitable relative positions of the yieldable
elements 10 and 11 at the front lower corner: of
the case.

If the invention is employed in a box to be
hung from a nail, or the like, the case and drawer
are preferably provided with suitable hanger-re-
ceiving openings. - For example, in Fig. 5 I have
shown a hanger in the form of a nail i71. 'The
rear wall of the outer case has an opening 18
which registers with an opening 19 in the rear
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wall of the drawer when the case and drawer

"~ occupy the desirable dispensing positions shown
in Fig. 5, where the yieldable margins 18 and i1
are adjacent to each other. The nail 17 then
serves as a hanger for the device, while prevent-
ing excessive displacement of the slidable drawer,
at the same time maintaining the yieldable mar-
gins 10 and 11 in relative positions adjacent to
each other, so as to confine the contents of the
container, while permitting forc¢ible removal in
the direction of arrow (2 in Fig. 5.

Iclaim:

1. A dispensing box comprising an elongated
rectangular paper case, and a rectangular paper
drawer slidable in said case, the front wall of
said case being provided with a detachable sec-
tion extending upwardly from the lower edge of
said front wall, said front wall being weakened
in g line between said detachable section and the
upper portion of the front wall, so as to permit
selective removal of said detachable section,
thereby forming a finger-receiving opening which
extends upwardly from the bottom edge of said
front wall, said drawer having a bottom end wall
provided with a front edge adjacent to the lower
edge of said front wall of the case, said bottom end
wall of the drawer being provided with a detach-
able section extending rearwardly from its front
edge, and a weakened outline for removal thereof,
s0 as to form a finger-receiving opening in the
front edge of the bottom of the drawer registering
with the opening which extends upwardly from
the bottom edge of said front wall of the case, said
bottom and front walls having yieldable edges lo-
cated adjacent to each other, at opposite sides of
their predetermined finger-receiving openings,
and contents of the drawer being exposed at said
finger-receiving openings for forcible removal be-
tween said yieldable edges.

2. A dispensing box for matches and the like
comprising an elongated rectangular case made of
paper, open at both ends, and having a hanger-
receiving opening in the upper portion of its rear
wall, and a rectangular paper drawer slidable in

said case, the rear wall of said slidable drawer

having a hanger-receiving opening adapted to
register with the first mentioned hanger-receiving
opening, the. front wall of said case being pro-
vided with a finger-receiving opening extending

upwardly from the lower edge of said front wall, :

said drawer having 2 bottom end wall provided
with a front edge adjacent to the lower edge of
said front wall of the case, said bottom end wall
of the drawer being provided with a.finger-re-
ceiving opening extending rearwardly from its
front edge and registering with the opening which

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

4

extends upwardly from the bottom edge of said
front wall of the case, said bottom and front walls
having yieldable edges located adjacent to each
other, at opposite sides of their finger-receiving
openings when said hanger-receiving openings
register with each other, and contents of the
drawer being exposed at said finger-receiving
openings for forcible removal between said yield-
able edges.

3.°A match box comprising an elongated rec-
tangular case made of paper, open at both ends,
and having a hanger-receiving opening in the
upper portion of its rear wall, and a rectangular
paper drawer slidable in said case, the rear wall
of said slidable drawer having a hanger-receiv-
ing opening adapted to register with the first
mentioned hanger-receiving opening, the front
wall of said case being provided with a detach-
able section extending upwardly from the lower
edge of said front wall, said front wall being
weakened in g line between said detachable sec-
tion and the upper portion of the front wall, so
as to permit selective removal of said detachable
section, thereby forming g finger-receiving open-
ing which extends upwardly from the bottom edge
of said front wall, said drawer having a bottom
end wall provided with a front edge adjacent to
the lower edge of said front wall of the case, said
bottom end wall of the drawer being provided
with a detachable section exftending rearwardly
from its front edge, and a weakened outline for
removal thereof, so as to form a finger-receiving
opening in the front edge of the bottom of the
drawer registering with the opening which ex-
tends upwardly from the bottom edge of said
front wall of the case, said bottom and front walls
having yieldable edges located adjacent to each
other, at opposite sides of their predetermined
finger-receiving openings when said hanger-re-
ceiving openings register with each other, and

‘conterits of the drawer being exposed at said

finger-receiving openings for forcible removal be-~
‘tween said yieldable edges.
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REFERENCES CITED

The folldwing references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date :
166,480 . Robertson —...._____ Aug. 10,1875
1,864,440 Josmsky ——__.._____ June 21, 1932
1,986,101 Bradsky — oo Jan. 1,:1935
2,101,522 .  White oo Dec. 7, 1937
2,342,968  Peurrung —...____..__ Feb, 29, 1944

Peurrung



