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This invention relates to a combination 

shipping box and feeder for baby chicks. In 
a device of this type it is necessary to pro 
vide for ventilatlon during shipment and for 
feeding the baby chicks after their arrival 
at destination. Inasmuch as a large number 
of chicks are shipped in the same container, 
it is not feasible to place the food in such 
container. Openings must therefore be pro 

10 vided in the walls of the box of sufficient size 
to admit the heads of the chicks so that they 
may feed from food receptacles outside the 
shipping box feeder... ln the provision of 
feeding openings means must be provided to 

15 prevent during the process of shipment any 
possibility that the heads of the chicks may 
be inserted through such openings to the 
outside of the box, since loss of or injury to 
the chicks might result. . . 

It is the principal object of my invention 
to provide a combined shipping box and 
brooder which shall meet the above require 
ments, which may be provided at a minimum 
expense and which affords a maximum of 
safety againstinjury to the chicks, 
A further object is to provide the feeding 

openings of such character that they may be 
partly opened for securing extra ventilation. 
A further object is to avoid the necessity for 
employing larger boxes for the same number 
of chicks in hot weather. Other and more 
limited objects will appear as the descrip 
tion proceeds. . - - - - 
I attain the foregoing and other objects in 

and through the constructions, illustrative 
examples of which are shown in the accom panying drawings in which Fig.1 is a frag 
mentary perspective view of a preferred em 
bodiment of my invention; Fig. 2 is a frag 
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form; Fig. 3 is a similar elevation of a third 
form; Fig. 4 is a similar elevation of yet another modification; and Fig. 5 is a section 
online 5-5 of Fig. 4. 
The embodiment of my invention shown 

in Fig. 1 comprises a shipping box prefer 
ably of corrugated paperboard and includ 
ing the usual E. upright walls 10 and a 

so cover 11 provided with a depending flange 

mentary elevation of a slightly modified. 
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12. A plurality of small ventilation open 
ings l3 is provided near the upper edge of 
the upright walls and similar openings may 
also be provided in the top of the cover ll. 
Knockout cuts 14 are provided in said up- - 
right Walls, spaced a convenient dustance 
from the botton edge thereof and comprls 
ing inverted U-shaped sluts 15 and straight 
slits 16 opposite the open end of the U 
shaped silts and spaced therefrom. lt will 
be evident from the drawings that during 
the process of shipment the knockouts within 
the cuts 14 will close the feeding openings 
and that when it is desired to use the recep 
tacle for a brooder, these knockouts can be 
removed by inserting a penknife at the ends 
of the U-shaped sluts and cutting straight 
downwardly to join the stralight slits 16. 
This construction also affords the possibility 
of extra ventilation by breaking away the 
portion of the knockout above the ends of 
the U-shaped slit as indicated at 17. 

In the form shown in Fig. 2 the construc 
tion is identical with that shown in Fig. 1 
except that the straight slits 16 have upward 
ly extending right angular portions adapted 
to provide greater ease in forming the feed 
ing openings and thereby to render possible 
the removal of the same without the use of a 
pen, knife simply by pushing one finger 
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against the lower edge of the knockout and 
the other against the upper edge on the op posite side, thereby twisting out the remain 
ing knockout portion. . - 

In the modification of Fig. 3 I provide in 
addition to the U-shaped slit 15 and straight 
slit 16 spaced from the ends of the U-shaped 
slit a shorter slit 18 on a line joining the , . 
ends of the arms of the U-shaped slit but be 
ing of a length less than the distance between 
the ends of such arms whereby removal of 
the upper portion of the knockout for venti 
lating purposes is facilitated. The use of a 
portion of the feeding opening for ventila 
tion during transit is a very decided advan 
tage since it renders unnecessary the larger , 
hot-weather shipping box. This may also in 
certain cases serve to eliminate either some 
or all the ventilation openings 18, 100 
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In the modifications of Figs... 4 and 5 I 

provide a boxidentical with those of the other 
modifications except that circular knockouts 
20 are provided for feeding openings and a 
strip 2i is secured on the inside of the box 
and partially covers the opening 20. This 
strip may be in the form of a rectangle which 
is slipped into the box and held in place by 
friction or gravity, or it may be a plurality 
of shorter pieces pasted or glued to the inner 
wall and adapted for easy removal after ship 
ment to convert the box into a brooder. It 
will be evident that when the strip or strips 
21 cover the lower halves of the openings 20, 
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said openings will not afford egress to the 
heads of the chicks. 
I may, within the contemplation of my in 

vention, provide these shipping boxes and 
feeders with printed outlines instead of cut 
outlines whereby the user may form the open 
ings by cutting around the printed outline. 

SO 

-35 
lines. The word is also to be understood as . 

fined outline or one which is sufficiently near 
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While such an embodiment of my invention 
is not as satisfactory as the other form, it 
may be justifiable in some cases, due to de 
creased cost of production. The drawings 
in this application may be considered to indi 
cate either a cut or printed outline in the case 
of the modifications of Figs. 12 and 3. Like 
wise the circular lines 20 of the modification 
of Fig. 4 may be printed instead of scored or 
cut and they may indicate either printed or 
cut outlines. m 

For the purpose of this specification and 
disclosure, the term “outline' is to be under 
stood as including printed, scored or cut out 

including either a completely formed or de 
ly complete as to suggest the fully completed 
f in an unmistakable manner. 
While I have illustrated certain preferred 

embodiments of my invention wishit under 
stood that I am not limited to the details. 
thereof but that numerous changes in con 
struction may be made within the scope of the 
EPs claims and without departing from 

the spirit of the invention. Having thus described my invention, what 
claim is: 

SO d 

prising, a box having the usual bottom up 
right walls and cover, a series of knock-out 

including at least the to 

1. A device of the character described com 

cuts formed in one or more of said upright walls near the bottom thereof to form when 
55 e p 

a size to admit the head of a chick, said 
the cut-outlined area is removed, openings of 
shipping box being provided with means, 

part of one or 
more of said last-mentioned cut-outlined por 
tions, whereby a series of opertings of a size 
too small to admit the head of a chick may be provided temporarily by a simple knocking 
out operation and whereby one or more of 
said last openings may beenlarged to a size 

65 sufficient to admit the head of a chick by the 
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the provision of an o 
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simple operation of removing obstructing 
means from obstructing relation to the lower 
portion of said cut-outlined areas. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising, a box having the usual bottom, up 
right walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein a series 
of knock-out cuts, each said cut compris 
ling t 

straight slit opposite the open end of said U 
and spaced from the ends of the legs thereof. 

3. A device of the character described com 
prising, a box having the usual bottom, up 
right walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein a series 
of knock-out cuts, each said cut comprising: 
an inverted U-shaped slit and a substantially 
straight slit opposite the open end of said U 
and spaced from the ends of the legs thereof. 

4. A device of the character described com 
prising, a box having the usual bottom, up 
right walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein a series 
of knock-out cuts, each said cut being posi 
tioned near the bottom of one of said upright 
walls, and a strip inside said box extending 
around said upright walls and removable 
therefrom, said strip being of such a height 
as to obstruct portions of said openings when 
it is in place. - . 

a U-shaped slit and a substantially 
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5. A device of the character described com 

prising, a box having the usual bottom, up 
right walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein near but 
spaced from the bottom a series of knock-, 
out cuts, each said cut comprising a U-shaped 

100 
slit and a substantially straight slit opposite. 
the open end of said. U and spaced from the 
ends of the legs thereof. 

6. A device of the character 
prising, a box having the usual bottom, up 
right walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein near but 
spaced from the bottom a series of knock 
out cuts, each said cut comprising an invert 
ed U-shaped slit and a substantially straight 
slit opposite the open end of said U and 
spaced from the ends of the legs thereof. 
7.In a device of the character described, a 

box.having bottom, side walls and cover, and 
means whereby said box may be conveniently 
used as a ventilated shippirig box and subse 
quently as a feeding box, said means includ 
ing an outline defining an opening of a size 
to admit the head of a chick, said means also 
being so formed and arranged as to facilitate 

ning within said out 
line of a size too sma 
a chick. w 

8. In a device of the character described, 
a box having bottom, side walls and cover, 
and means whereby said box may be conven 
iently used as a ventilated shipping box and 
subsequently as a feeding box, said means in 
cluding an outline defining an opening of a 

A, 

to admit the head of 

described com- . 105 
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size to admit the head of a chick, said means 
also being so formed and arranged as to facil 
itate the provision of an opening within said 
outline of a size too small to admit the head 
of a chick, said outline being composed in 
part of one or more slits. . 

9. A device of the character described 
comprising, a box having the usual bottom, 
upright walls and cover, ventilation knock 
out cuts formed in said walls and forming, 
when the cut-outlined area is removed, open 
ings of a size too small to allow the passage 
of the head of a chick, a series of knock-out 
cuts formed in one or more of said upright 

is walls near the bottom thereof and adapted to 
form, when the cut-outlined area is removed, 
openings of a size to admit the head of a chick, 
said shipping box being provided with means, 
including at least the top part of one or more 

20 of said last-mentioned cut-outlined portions, 
whereby a series of openings of a size too 
small to admit the head of a chick may be provided temporarily by a simple knocking 
out operation and whereby one or more of 

25 said last openings may be enlarged to a size 
sufficient to admit the head of a chick by the simple operation of removing obstructing 
means from obstructing relation to the lower 
portion of said cut-outlined areas. 

30, 10. A device of the character described 
comprising, a box having the usual bottom 
upright walls and cover, one or more of said 
upright walls having formed therein a series 
of knock-out cuts, each said cut being posi 

35 tioned near the bottom of one of said upright walls, and a strip inside said box extending 
around said upright walls and removable 
therefrom. 

11. In a device of the character described, 
to a box having the usual bottom and side walls 

and cover and provided in one or more of the 
side walls with a series of slit outlined areas, 
each such area being defined by a plurality of 
separated slits and being of a size when the 

45 outlined material is removed to admit the 
head of a chick. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
ROBERTA GORSUCH. 
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