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1

This invention relates to adjustable stilts.

The invention is more particularly concerned
with vertically adjustable stilts for use by a work-
man in and about one-story buildings whereby
his body is sufficiently elevated for performance
of this duties without need of the usual scaffold-
ing for such purpose.

A primary object of the invention is to provide
a pair of stilts adapted for secure and comfort-
able attachment to the legs of a wearer, and
which embody adjustable supports with foot
rests on the supports above the regions of ad-

" justment thereof. - i
" A further object of the invention is to provide
workmen’s body-elevating stilts which are sim-
ple in construction, comfortable in use, and which
are vertically adjustable for elevating the body
of a workman to a position for effective per-
formance of this work.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide workmen’s body-elevating stilts which
embody an adjustable leg-engageable member
having ground-engaging shoes and foot-engage-
able rests, and wherein the shoes and rests are
provided with cushion members;

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent in the course of the fol-
lowing detailed description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of one of the
stilts in accordance with one structural embodi-
ment of the invention.

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of one of the
stilts.

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section in the plane of
line 3—3 on Fig. 2. -

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section in the plane of line
4—4 on Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a horizontal section in the plane of
line 5—5 on Fig. 2.

Fig. 6 is a rear elevation of a modifled form
of one of the stilts. -

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of one of the stilts
as shown in Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 is a top plan view ag observed from the
top of Fig. 6.

Fig. 9 is a horizontal section in the plane of line
9—8 on Fig. 7.

Fig. 10 is a top blan view of one of the shoe-
supporting brackets.

Referring now in detail to the drawings and
first to Figs. 1 to 5 thereof, each stilt comprises
an elongated body support 10 which comprises a
relatively long tubular member 11 and a shorter
tubular member 12 having an outer diameter
‘substantially equal to the inner diameter of

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

2

member (I and having telescoping engagement
therewithin. The telescoped tubular members 11
and 12 are provided with normally alined dia-
metrically disposed apertures 13 for selectively
receiving two or more bolts 14, whereby the length
of support 10 may readily be varied upon variable
alinement of the apertures in the tubular mem-
bers {1 and 12 and the positioning of bolts {4
therein,

The lower end of tubular member 12 is provided _
with a floor or ground-engageable shoe which
comprises a rectangular plate 15 rigidly secured
to the lower end of the tubular member {2, and
a rubber cap 1§ is disposed over the plate. The
rubber cap 6 functions to absorb shocks upon
walking movement of a workman wearing the
stilts.

The tubular member i1 is provided with an in-
verted L-shaped bracket IT for supporting a
foot rest. The foot rest comprises an elongated
metallic plate (8 extending transversely of the
horizontal leg 19 of the bracket and secured
thereto as by means of a bolt 20, and the plate
projects on opposite sides of the leg 19, as is clear-
ly shown in Fig. 1.

A rubber pad 21 is secured to the plate {8, as by
means of adhesive, and functions to cushion a
foot resting on the rest. The heel end of plate
18 is provided with an upstanding arcuate flange
22 provided with a pair of spaced diagonally dis-
‘posed slots 23 through which is threaded an in-
step-engageable strap 24, which may be provided
with suitable adjustable end-connecting means.

The plate 18 adjacent the toe end thereof is
provided with a pair of depending stirrups 25, and
a toe-engageable strap 26 hag its intermediate
portion disposed beneath the plate and extend-
ing through the stirrups.

Leg-engageable means are provided adjacent
the upper end of tubular member (i, and such
comprises a rectangular plate 27 to which is re-
movably attached a leg-engageable foam rubber
pad 28. A pair of leg-encircling straps29-and 30
have their intermediate portions disposed at the
rear of plate 2T and through which extend bolts
31 whose heads are countersunk in the plate and
whos‘ela shanks extend through the tubular mem-
ber 1. .

In use, a workman will first adjust the tubular
members {1 and 12 for proper body elevation for
any given work eondition. He will then place his
feet on the pads 21 of the foot rests and then
secure the straps 24 and-26, after which he will
secure the straps 29 and 30 about his legs, -

The foam rubber pads 28 will provide com-
fortable contact of the legs with the stilts, and
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the cushions 16 and 21 will absorb shocks upon
walking movement of the workman wearing the
stilts.

It is to be noted that the foot rests are close
to the supports 10 and that the ground-engage-
able shoes are.of relatively large area, whereby
a workman after a short period of use of the
stilts will be able to maintain his equilibriam

with his entire attention directed toward his

work.
In the modified embodiment of the invention
shown in Figs. 6 to 10, each stilt comprises &

pair of supports 35, each of Which ‘cemprises a

relatively long major tubular member 36 and a
shorter tubular member 37 telescopingly en-
gaged within the tubular member 36.
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The tubular members are provided with nor= -

mally alined apertures 38 for receiving two or
‘ore Bolts 39 for ‘effecting -axial adjustment of
thie supports 35. . ,

The tubular members 31 are provided with
foor or ground-engageable shoes, each of which
comprises a ‘generally rectangular plate 40, to the
Fottom of which is secured, by means of bolts
40", ‘2 cushion pdd 3. The plate 40 is rigidly
sectired in position by ‘means of a two-piece U-
shaped bracket 42 whose legs 43 are secured fo
‘the innier sides of tubular members 37 by means
‘of bolts 48,

A two-piéce inverted ‘U-shaped bracket 45 is
‘disposed between the tubular members 36, and
‘the ‘depending legs 46 thereof are secured to the
inneér sides ‘of “tubular ‘members 35 by means of
“bolts 41.

A foot rest plate 48, of generally rectangular
form, is secured intermediate its ends to the base
of bracket’ 45 by means of ‘bolts 48, and the plate
48 ‘may e provided with a ‘cushion pad, -as in
the first form ‘of the invention.

‘A pait ‘of straps §0 and 51 have their ‘inter-
Tiediate -portions ‘suitably secured to the lower
face ‘of plate 48, and ‘such straps ‘are adapted
‘to engage the instep and toe :of the -foot of a
Wearer.

A-pair-of telatively ‘wide leg-encircling straps
$2 ‘and ©3 are disposed between ‘the tubular
Amémbers 136 ‘and ‘are connected thereto by bolts
‘54,

"This Torth ‘of the invention provides for great-
ér Stability of & Workman using ‘the stilts, -since
“tHe ‘grourid-engaging shoes, the foot rests, and
the Jeg-securiig ‘straps are all disposed between
‘g pair'of supports. ‘
~ ‘While we have disclosed the invention in ac-
sordance with eertain spetific-structural embodi-
‘ments thereof, such is to be-considered as illus-
“trative “only, “and ‘not restrictive, ‘the scope of
‘the “invention ‘being defined in - the -following
“claims. ) o

‘What we claim ‘and desire to ‘secure by U. 8.
‘Letters Patentis:

1. A stilt comprising an elongated support, &
rectangular flat ground-engageable shoe rigidly
connected to one end of the support, a ‘cushion
pad engaged with the lower face of the shoe

and having a rectangular flat ground-engaging
‘face, an elongated foot-rest secured ‘to the sup-
‘port intermediate its ends ahd separated froimn

the ‘ground-'enga]'geable shoe, a toe-engageable
strap having ‘its -infermediate portion engaged
with the foot-rest adjacent one end thereof, an
_ instep-engagéable strap ‘having its intérmediate
“portion engaged with the T oot-rest adjacent the

“opposite ‘end therédf, a pair of yertically spaced
leg-engageable straps adjacent the opposite end
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of said support and having their intermediate
portions connected thereto, and an adjustable
connection in the support between the ground-
engageable shoe and the foot-rest.

2. A stilt comprising a support including &
relatively long tubular member and a relatively’
short ‘tubulah ‘membef adjustably telescopingly’
éngaged within one ead ‘'of the relatively long!
tubular member, one end of the short tubular
‘member projecting beyond the adjacent end of
the leng tubular member and having a ground-
enghging shoe rigidly supported thereby, a cush~
fon pad on the bottom face of said shoe, a
biacket secured to the relatively long tubular
‘member intermediate its ends, an elongated foot-
vest exténding transversely of the relatively long
jubular member and having its intermediate
portion secured to said bracket, toe and instep
engageable straps connected to the foot-rest and
disposed on opposite sides of the relatively long
‘tubular member, a cushion pad on said foot-rest,
leg-engageable means adjacent the opposite end
of -said relatively Jong tubular ‘member ‘compris-
ing a plate clongated lengthwise ‘of said ‘sup-
port, s cushion pad removably attached to said
plate, means securing said plate and pad to ‘the
relatively long tubular member, and a ‘pair of
leg-engageable straps in spaced relation length-
wise of said relatively long tubular member and
having intermediate portions thereof disposed
between the plate and the Telatively long tubular
member. A

3. A stilt-comprising a support including a pair
of first relatively long tubulat Members, a Jpair
of second relatively short tubular members fele-
scopingly engaged withih corresponding ends of
the first tubular méinbers, niformly spaced di-
ametrically -disposed apertures in the Wwalls of
said first and second tubular ihembers for the
removable teception of bolts for holding ‘the first
and -second -tubular members ih axial “adjusted
relation, corresponding ends of said second tubu-
lar members projecting beyond said correspond-
ing ends of said {irst tubular membets, brackets
disposed bétween and ‘secired to “said corre-
sponding énds -of Said second tubular ‘neimbers,
a ground-engageable stioe secured to said breck-
ets, a.cushion pad supported on’the bottom face
of .said shoe, a U-<shaped bricket disposed be-

“fween and sécured to said first tubular Wem-
_bers intermediate their éhds, an ‘elongated foot-

‘vest supported on said U-shaped bracket and
disposed -between said- first tubular membérs, toe
and instep engageable §traps supported ‘by the
foot-rest, and a pair -of relatively wide leg-
engageable straps disposed bétweén said first
tubular ‘members adjacent their ‘opposite énds
and secured thereto. . L
, 'ROBERT P. SKAGUS.
EVERETT E. SKAGGS.
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