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My invention relates to carousels or “merry—
go-rounds”.

An important obJect of my invention is to

- provide a carousel, or the like, with a system of
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signalling for entitling some one passenger to an
additional ride free of ‘charge.

Another object is to provide a carousel, merry-
go-round; or roundabouts with a system of suc-
cessive electrical signalling.

A further object is to provide a system of lights
associated with the seats of a carousel and which
are: automamcally lighted or controlled in & pre-
determined sequence. )

Another object is to provide an electrical at-

tachment for a carousel which may be easily .

installed, and whlch prov1des a. source of much
-amusement.

A still further obJect is to provide an attach-
rhent: which' is interesting and entertaining and
which’is automatic in its operation.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part
of this application and in which like numerais
are employed to designate like parts in all views,

Figure. 1 is a top plan view of a carousel em-

bodying my invention;

‘Figure 2 is a top fragmentary view of the re-
volving insulating and ‘contact ring showing the
electrical contact: member; .

Figure 3 is-a. view taken on the line 6—6 of
Figure 2 and shows the copper contact segments
‘disposed on the insulating ring and the hinged
electrical contact member; and,

“Higure4 is a fragmentary view of the electrlca.l
circuit.

In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of il-
lustration is shown a preferred embodiment of
my 1nvent10n, the numeral 5 designates a carousel
or “merry-go-round” having a revolving hub 5’
and a shaft or center pole 5’*. Provided fur-

ther are the usual seats 6 and the:customary.

radial arms or sweeps 7. Adapted to be suitably
arranged at or over the seats 6 are electric light
bulbs or lamps' 8. Other suitable signalling
means may be employed, if desirable.

Centrally disposed around the shaft 5’ and se-
cured to the carousel 5, by any desired means, is
an insulating and contact ring ‘9. 'The ring 9

may be made of any suitable insulating material.

and secured thereon are spaced insulated copper
segments 12. - In Figure 3 it will'be noted that
each segment 12 converges and is provided with
a lip 12’ which overlies a recess, or pocket, 12/
formed by the ring 9 and the lip 12’. The use of
this pocket will be hereinafter referred to.

A stationary contact member or shoe 13 is pro-

(CL. 272—28)

vided having -a source of electrical current con-

nected thereto as indicated at 14. As the ca-
rousel revolves so does the ring 9 and the sta-
tionary contact member 13 slides over the copper
segments 12 arranged on the ring 9.

By referring to Figure 3 it will be noted that the
contact member 13 comprises two hinged' joints
19 and 20 hinged as at 19’ and 20’.
spring which is secured to the hinge 19’ and
bears against the members 19 and 20 for hold-
ing the members in their normal position. ' The
purpose of this hinged contact shoe is that should
the carousel happen to run into reverse the mem-
ber 19 will slide backwardly into the pocket 12’
which: is adapted to cause the breaking of the
tension of the spring 21 upon the members 19.and
20 allowing the doubling up of contact member
19 so as to slide backwardly over the contact seg-
ments 12. When the carousel resumes its for-
ward run the hinged members are adjusted ac-
cordingly and return to their normal position as
shown in Figure 3.

Numerals 15 and 16 represent the main lines
of any electrical current, the line 15 running to
the bulbs or lamps 8; while the line 16 runs to the
contact. member 13. Conductor wires 17 lead
from the copper segments 12, and to which the
~wires ‘17 are attached, to the bulbs or lamps 8.

21 denotes a -
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These wires may run from segments 12 to the

bulbs 8 in any convenient manner, such as along
the sweep arms, or under the flooring of the ca-
rousel. - It will be seen, therefore, that a com-
pleted circuit is made each time the sliding con-
tact of the stationary member 13 comes into con-
tact with-each copper segment. 12 of the ring 9,
and causes the successive lighting of each bulb
or lamp 8.

Fuses 18 and 18’ are located in the main lines,
the use of the same being well known in the art.

In the operation of my device the carousel
carrying the insulating ring provided with the
copper segments revolves around the shaft. A
source of electrical current is now turned on sup-

 plying the main lines, one line leading to the:

electric bulbs and the other line to the station-
ary contact member. As the stationary contact
member slides along the revolving ring a circuit
is' completed to some one lamp each time the
contact member comes into contact with each
copper - segment since conductor wires run from
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the copper segments to the electric bulbs or :

lamps. The bulbs already have a line of cur-
rent, and the current carried by the conductor
wires from the ring and contact member, of
course, completes the circuit and causes the suc-
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2
cessive and automa,tlo lighting of the lamps
When the carousel comes to a stop a lamp on
some one seat will centinue to burn and the rider
of such a seat is entitled to an additional ride
free of charge. . ’

As will be apnar nt a highly amusing and in-
teresting device is provided which is autow natic
and simple in its eperation and capable of much
entertaininent.

Tt is to be understood tha* the form of my in-

vention herewith shown and described is to be
taken as a preferved embodiment of the same and
that various changes in shape, size and arrange-
ment of parts may be resorted to without depart-

ing from the spirit of my invention and the-

scope of the subjoined claims.

Having thus described my invention what I
claim is:

1. A carousel provided with 01rcum1erent1a11y
spaced signal means and means whereby said
§ignals are -automatically and successively op-
erated in predetermined sequence by tﬂe 1ev0‘ ving
of the carousel.

9. A carousel, seats arranged on said caxousel
and means. operated- by the revolving of the
carousel for signalling in pr eJete rmined sequence

» the tider of each seatl.

3. A carousel, seats arranged on said- carousel,
signalling means, one associated with each seat,
and means whereby seat signals are given by the
revolving of the carcusel. -

4. A carousel, seats arranged on said carousal

electric signalling means, one associated with each:

seat, and means whereby said signalling means
are operatéd in predetermined sequence by the
revolving of the carousel

5. A cavousel ats arranged on said carousel,
an electric- bulb dlSDOSEd adjacent each of said
seats and me:ms for lighting said bulbs in pre-
determined s sequence by - the revolving of the
carousel.

G. A carousel, seats thereon, individual electri-
cal signal means located adjacent each of the
seats and provided with a source of electrical cur-
rent, a shaft, an insulating ring disposed around
said shaft and connecied to the carousel ‘to re-
volve therewith, insulated ccpper segmeints-ai-
ranged on said ring, a contact member carrying
a current and positioned to slidably bear against
‘said ring, conductor
tnf'al current from the copper segments to the

ectric signailing means whereby a circuit is com-
pleted and signalling of theé signals is had by the
revolving of the carousel.

7. A roundabout; seats airanged thereon in-

wires for carrying the'elec-
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dividual electrical’ s1gnaI means Iocated adjacent
each of the seats, means for revolving said round-
about and means for making and breaking the
circuit to the signal means by the rotatlon of the
roundabout.

8. A carousel, seats arranged on said carousel,
o signal light disposed adjacent each of said seats,
means for rotating said carousel, means for caus-
ing said signal lights to burn in predetermined
sequence upon the rotation of the carousel, said
last mentioned means causing some one signal
light to burn when the carolsel comes to a stop.

8. In a device of the character described, a
shaft, a carousel mounted to revolve around said
shaft, elecirical circuit making and breaking
means disposed around said shaft and connected
to the carousel to revolve therewith, seats ar-

ranged on said carousel, individual elec tric sig-
neﬂl ing means located adjacent each of the seats,
a operatively connected to said cir rcuit making
:md breaking means  whereby said signalling
means are operable in predetermined sequence by
the revolving of the carousel.
©19. The structure of claim 9, and means where-
by but cne signal may be given when the carousel
comes to a standstill,

11. In combination with a carousel rotatably
mounted on a shaft and having seats thereon, an
;nslalatxng ring disposed around. said shaft and
mounted to revolve with the-carousel, insulated

elactrical contacts arranged on said ring in spaced
relationship, a. current carrying sliding contact
member positioned to bear against said contacts
on said ring, au electric light located adjacent
each of said seats, each-of said lights being con-
neeted to one of the contacts on said ring to com-
plete a circuit and successively hght each light as
the carousel is rotated. .

12. In combination with a carouoel rota,tably
mounted on a shaft and having seats thereon, an
insulating - rmg disposed around said shaft and
mounted to revolve with the carcusel, insulated

electrical contacts arranged on said ring in spaced
relationship, a current carrying -sliding contact
member positioned to bear against said contacts
on said ring, said sliding contact member being
provided W1th a hinge at a point midway of its
1ehgth to prevent breakage of said contact when
the earousel is revolved in the opposite direction,
an ele
seats, each of said lights being connected to one
of the contacts on said ring to compiete a circuit
and successively light each light as the carousel
is rotated. o o
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ctric light located adjacent each of said 2
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