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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hospital laundry bag which is supported upon a port 

able hamper in movement of the bag from place to place. 
The bag structure has, at the top thereof, a pair of over 
lapping closure flaps controlling a closure at the top 
of the bag. Further, a bag structure, wherein the lower 
portion of the bag is opened and closed by a reversible 
closure wall. 

-Recessexissessess-a- 

Background of the invention 
(1) The invention deals with a hamper supported laun 

dry bag, wherein said closure wall forms a closed bot 
tom on the bag in one position of said wall in retaining 
Soiled laundry in the bag and, wherein, the soiled laun 
dry is discharged by simply moving the closure wall into 
another or reverse position on the lower portion of the 
bag. Further, the invention deals with provision of means 
on both end portions of the bag for support of the bag 
in a hamper in two reverse positions in the hamper. 

(2) While laundry bags have, in open position, been 
Supported upon hampers in hospital uses, to applicant's 
knowledge, laundry bags have not been formed with top 
wall closures for the purposes intended, nor with a re 
versible wall structure, facilitating simple disposal of 
soiled laundry collected in the bag and, further, a reverse 
Support of the bag in the hamper. This structural com 
bination is believed to be new in this art. 

Summary of the invention 
With the structural combination defined, laundry bags 

can be quickly and easily coupled and uncoupled with 
respect to the hamper and, further, the laundry bag is 
capable of being cleaned or sanitized during successive 
uses of the bag and the only metallic parts on the bag 
are the eyelets used for support of the bag in two posi 
tions on the hamper. 
The novel features of the invention will be best under 

stood from the following description, when taken together 
with the accompanying drawing, in which certain embodi 
ments of the invention are disclosed and, in which, 
the separate parts are designated by suitable reference 
characters in each of the views and, in which: 

FIG. is a diagrammatic plan view of the flap top of 
a bag made according to my invention, illustrating Sup 
port of the bag upon side members of a hamper frame, 
with part of the construction broken away. 

FIG. 2 is a partial diagrammatic perspective view of a 
collapsible portable hamper which I employ showing the 
frame in open position. 

FIG. 3 is a view, generally looking in the direction of 
the arrow 3 of FIG. 1, showing only the bag structure, 
with parts of the construction broken away and in sec 
tion, indicating in dot-dash lines open position of the 
top closure flaps of the bag and omitting background 
showing at the top of the bag. 

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic detail view of one side por 
tion of a hamper frame illustrating, in part, a multiple 
support of bags in the frame. 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional detail view, substan 
tially on the line 5-5 of FIG. 1, with the hook of a bag 
supporting member in bag engaging position and illus 
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2 
trating, in dotted lines, the normal non-use position of 
said member. 

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic sectional detail view of the 
lower portion of the bag illustrating in dotted lines the 
closed bottom of the bag, as noted in FIG. 3, and in full 
lines the reverse position of the closure wall, leaving the 
bottom of the bag open for discharge of laundry there 
from; and 

FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic detail view showing one 
corner portion of the top of the bag to illustrate more 
accurately the location of the eyelet for reception of the 
hook of the bag supporting member, it being apparent 
that the showings in FIGS. 1 and 5 are employed to sim 
plify the illustrations. 

Considering FIGS. 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the drawing and, 
particularly, for the moment noting FIG. 2 of the draw 
ing, at 10 is diagrammatically seen a collapsible portable 
hamper structure, comprising two generally similar side 
U-shaped frames 11, including depending leg members 
i2 consituting, in part, sides of the frames 1 and lower 
ends of the leg members 12 will have the conventional 
rubber tired casters, one only of which is seen at 13. It 
will be apparent that the frames 11 fit one within the 
other and are pivoted together, one of the pivots being 
diagrammatically seen at 14. 
Each frame 1 comprises similar side members 15 

having a top horizontal rail 16 and the rails of the 
members of each frame 11 are joined by a coupling sleeve 
or tube, as at 17, secured to 16 by bolts or other fasteners, 
as diagrammatically seen at 18 in FIG. 1 of the drawing. 
In FIG. 1, parts of the rails 16 of the two frames 11 are 
shown. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that each of the 

U-shaped frames 1 are formed from two basic parts, 
namely the members 15 and the sleeve or tube 7 and 
the ascemblage of these will produce the combination, 
as diagrammatically seen in FIG. 2 of the drawing. Flex 
ible chains 9 are coupled with the upper portions of the 
frame to check opening movement of the frames and the 
linkage of these chains will be such as to control spac 
ing of the rails 16 to properly engage laundry bags, 
as later described, particularly in the taut support of the 
upper portions of the bag. 
Mounted on the top rails of the frames 11 are bag 

Supporting members 20 comprising a rounded portion 
engaging the rail 16, which portion is preferably covered 
with a plastic tube, as noted clearly at 21 in FIG. 5 of 
the drawing. The member has a long extending rod 22 
which operates as a handle for actuation of the members 
20 and the other side of the members terminate in bag 
engaging hooks 23, which are normally directed outward 
ly with respect to the top of the frames 11, as diagram 
matically seen in FIG. 2 of the drawing and indicated by 
the dotted line showing in FIG. 5. To retain the members 
20 indefinite position on the rails 6 are pairs of pin mem 
bers 24, note FIG. 1 of the drawing, the members 20 
being free to rotate and swing slightly on the rails 16 
between the pin members 24. Here again, the positioning 
of the members 20 on the rais 16 is such as to support 
a laundry bag in taut position at the top of the hamper 10. 

Considering FIG. 4 of the drawing. I have shown, in 
part, at 10' a modified form of hamper structure which 
differs from the hamper 10 shown in FIG. 2, simply in 
that the hamper will be constructed to support two or more 
bags and this is accomplished by simply lengthening the 
coupling sleeve or tube, as at 17. The structure of the 
members 15 will be identical with the members 15. 
At 20' are shown two of the bag supporting members 

which would be comparable to the members 20 shown 
in FIG. 2, but at 20' is shown one of another pair of 
members arranged solely upon the sleeve or tube 17 for 
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support of a second bag and hampers of the type and kind 
under consideration have been constructed for the Sup 
fort of four bags. 

Turning now to the showing in FIGS. 1, 3, 5, 6 and 7, 
here is diagrammatically shown a laundry bag 25, com 
posed of two generally similar sides 25 secured together 
by seams, as indicated at 27 in FIG. 1, one of the seams 
being also illustrated in FIG. 6 of the drawing. 
The upper edge of the bag has a hem, as seen at 28 in 

FIGS. 3, 5 and 7, and secured to this hem at corner por 
tions of the bag are eyelets 29, most accurately shown in 
FIG. 7 for the reception of the hooks 23 of the members 
20. The lower portion of the bag also includes a hem 30, 
as best seen in FIG. 6 of the drawing. Secured in the hem 
30, at one side of the bag, is a reversible closure wall 31, 
shown, in part, in FIG. 6 in full and dotted lines and in 
its closed position at one side of the bag in FIG. 3 of the 
drawing. The free edge of the wall 31 is hemmed, as seen, 
in part, at 32 in FIG. 3. The sides of the wall 31 are Se 
cured by the seams 27. This wall 31, at corner portions of 2 
the bag, is cut-away and hemmed, as seen at 33 in FIG. 3 
to form a hand opening 34 at each corner for reception 
of the hand in facilitating quick and easy reversal of the 
wall 31 from its closed position, as shown in FIG. 3, and 
indicated in dotted lines in FIG. 6, to its open position as 
shown, in part, in FIG. 6 in full lines. 
Mounted in the lower hem 30 of the bag are four eye 

lets, alined generally similar to the eyelets 29 at the top 
of the bag, one only of these eyelets being indicated at 35 
in FIG. 3 of the drawing. Considering FIG. 3 of the draw- : 
ing, it will appear that the lower portion 36 of the bag, 
or that portion including the wall 31, is of greater width 
than the top portion 37 of the bag. 

Secured to the hems 28 at the top of the bag are inner 
and outer closure flaps 38 and 39 collectively forming an 
overlapped wide closure portion, diagrammatically seen 
at 40 in full lines in FIG. 3. 

Considering FIG. 1 of the drawing, it will appear that 
the free edge 39' of the outer flap 39 is of greater length 
than the edge portion 39', note FIG. 3, attached to the 
opposing hem. In other words, the flap 39 has the tapered 
side secured to the side hems of the bag. It will be appar 
ent that the sides of the inner flap 38 will be correspond 
ingly formed and no further description in this respect 
is deemed to be necessary. This structure widens the sides 
of the bag, as diagrammatically seen in FIG. 1, but, in 
actual use and when the top of the bag is tensioned be 
tween the opposed top rails of the hamper, the hemmed 
sides will assume a more or less straight position and this 
will allow both of the flaps to drop downwardly and rest 
definitely one upon the other, particularly at the closure 
portion 40 which is reasonably close to the central por 
tion of the top of the bag. 

In the insertion of laundry, the upper flap 39 is simply 
raised, as indicated, in part, in dotted lines in FIG. 3 and 
the laundry will be inserted into the bag through the open 
ing thus formed, in which operation, the lower flap 38 
will be depressed, as indicated, in part, in dotted lines in 
FIG. 3. After the laundry has been inserted, the two flaps 
will be moved into the closed positions, as shown in full 
lines in FIG. 3, thus providing a top closure at all times 
for the bag, as the bag is moved about from place to place 
by manipulation of the hamper. This maintains the sani 
tary conditions which are accomplished by maintaining 
a substantially sealed bag, except for the moments of in 
sertion of laundry into the bag and minimizes the atmos 
pheric contamination that normally occurs upon deposit 
ing and storing soiled laundry in an open bag. 
As and when a bag becomes filled with soiled laundry, 

the bag is detached from the members 20 and then in 
verted to put the lower portion of the bag containing the 
wall 31 upwardly. At this time, the wall 31 is in the posi 
tion shown in FIG. 3 and indicated in dotted lines in FIG. 
6. In discharging the soiled laundry, the wall 3 is re 
versed from the position shown in full lines in FIG. 3 and 
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in dotted lines in FIG. 6 to the full line position shown in 
FIG. 6 which opens the bag and the bag is then reversed 
in discharging the contents as will be apparent. The Soiled 
bag is then laundered and, in this connection, the only 
metalic parts on the bag would be the eyelets 29 and 35 
and it will, thus, be apparent that this laundry operation 
can be practically performed and the bag will then be in 
condition for further use. It will be understood that.in 
attaching the bags to the hamper, the normally depending 
handle rods 22 are swung into the top portion of the bag, 
bringing the hooks 23 into easy engagement with the eye 
lets 29 and the rods 22 will extend into the bag and aid, 
to some degree, in maintaining the closure flaps in de 
pressed position as indicated, in part, in FIG. 5 of the 
drawing wherein a portion of the flap 39 is shown. In 
detaching the bags, the handle rods 22 are simply. Swung 
upwardly and the bag will be quickly and easily released. 
The eyelets 35 are employed for Support of the bag 

in connection with the members 20 in what might be 
termed a reverse position, wherein the Wall 31 will be 
retained in the open position, shown in full lines in 
F.G. 6, and the flaps 38 and 39 would then collectively 
form the bottom of the bag and, in this way, the bag can be 
used for the conveyance of clean laundry in delivery from 
room to room in a hospital. Thus, the bag has two dis 
tinct uses. The overlap between flaps 38 and 39, note 
FIG. 3, is sufficient to provide a bottom Wall structure 
and support in the reverse position of the bag. 

In constructing the bag, it will be understood that the 
width of the fabric sides between the stitchings or seams 
27 witl be the same throughout the length of the bag. In 
this connection, it will be apparent that, in the showing 
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of FIG. 3, the bag has been flattened-out, so as to illus 
trate the corner portion of the wall 3i, as at 33 in 
forming the opening 34. In the other words, when the 
bag is actually in use and the top of the bag is supported 
in the square state, as heretofore mentioned, the rest of 
the bag, including the bottom portion thereof, will gen 
erally conform to this contour, its shape being governed, 
to a degree, by the positioning of laundry therein. It will 
also be apparent that the bag can be constructed in any 
desired materials and, in some instances, the bags can be 
composed of an inexpensive plastic material which can be 
simply discarded, thus dispensing with the laundering of 
the bag. 

Having fully described my invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A laundry bag and hamper assemblage comprising 
a hamper having a pair of frames, including side members 
coupled by top rails, pairs of bag engaging members 
movably supported on said top rails, a laundry bag hav 
ing at the top thereof pairs of eyelets adapted to receive 
said members of the rails in detachable Support of the 
bag in the hamper, the top of the bag having a pair of 
closure flaps including overlapped portions normally 
forming a seal and closure at the top of the bag, the 
lower portion of the bag having a reversible wall normal 
ly, forming, in combination with the bag structure, a 
closure for the bottom of the bag in collection of soiled 
laundry in the bag, and said reversible wall being mounted 
to move into another position on the lower portion of 
the bag opening said bottom of the bag for discharge of 
laundry collected in the bag. 

2. An assemblage as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
closure flaps have tapered sides facilitating flexing of the 
flaps in opening the bag and further arrangement of over 
lapped portions of the flaps one upon the other when 
the bag is supported in the hamper to effect a definite 
closure between engaged portions of the flaps. 

3. An assemblage as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
coupling of the top rails of the frame includes coupling 
sleeves, and said bag engaging members including hook 
portions engaging the eyelets of the bag. 

4. An assemblage as defined in claim 3, wherein the 
end portion of the bag including said reversible wall have 
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pairs of eyelets adapted to be engaged by the hooks of 
said members in reverse support of the bag in said ham 
per. 

5. An assemblage as defined in claim 3, wherein the 
length of Said sleeves will control the number of pairs of 
members employed on the rails and sleeves in support of 
a plurality of bags in the hamper. 

6. An assemblage as defined in claim 3, wherein the 
hook portions of said bag engaging members are directed 
outwardly with respect to the rails of the hamper, and 
Said bag engaging members including handle rods facilitat 
ing operation of said members. 

7. A laundry bag of the character defined comprising 
upper and lower portions having hemmed edges, the 
upper portion of the bag having a pair of flaps, the flaps 
overlapping one with respect to the other in forming a 
substantially wide closure portion between said flaps, 
the bottom of the bag being open, reversible means form 
ing in one position a closure for the bottom of the bag 
for Support of laundry delivered to the bag between said 
flaps, Said last named means being moved to another 
position on the lower portion of the bag to open the bag 
in discharge of laundry delivered to the bag, and the hem 
at the upper end of the bag having spaced means for sup 
port of the bag in connection with a hamper. 

8. A laundry bag as defined in claim 7, wherein the 
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hem at the lower portion of the bag includes spaced means 
for reverse support of the bag in a hamper. 

9. A laundry bag as defined in claim 7, wherein over 
lapped portions of said flaps are of greater dimensions 
than the end portions of the flaps opposed to said over 
lapped portions. 

50. A laundry bag as defined in claim 8, wherein the 
top portion of the bag is generally rectangular in form 
when in Suported position, and said first named spaced 
means being disposed at corner portions of said rectangu 
lar form. 
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