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This invention relates to medicine cabinets,
and has primarily for its object to provide means

in connection therewith for sealing or closing at -

least a portion of the cabinet in & manner which
is impossible to be opened by a small child, but
can be readily opened by an aduilt, thereby en-
abling poisons or other materials or articles,
particularly dangerous in the hands of small
children, to be safely kept in & manner accessible
only to adults.

- A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a locking means for a cabinet door
which will permit opening of the door only by
the use of two hands of an adult size.

The invention is fully described in the follow-
ing specification and one preferred embodiment
thereof illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet
embodying the invention, with the main door
fully opened, and the supplemental door equipped
with the invention is partially opened, and Fig, 2
is an enlarged sectional detail of one of the door
locking means.

Referring to the drawing, | designates a cab-
inet suitable for the storage of medicines or the
like, and being closed by & door 2. This cabinet,
in the present instance, is provided interiorly
with a compartment 3 which may have one or
more shelves therein, and Is closed by an auxili-
ary door 4 hinged to one side thereof, in the
present instance, for swinging opening and clos-
ing movements. It i3 preferable to have the
auxiliary door & so disposed within the cabinet
with respect to the door 2 that & closing of the
dogr 2 effects a closing of the door 4 should the

latter be open.

The auxiliary door #4 is locked in closed posi-
tion by two spaced catch members 8, 5, adapted
to have locking engagement with respective sta-
tionary catch parts § in the interior of the cab-
inet. Each catch § is normally engaged with
its stationary catch part when the door is closed,
so -as to retain the door in such position, the
catch for such purpose preferably being of the
spring actuated type.

Each catch 8§ is individually controlled, in
the present instance, by a push botton 1 pro-
jecting in exposed position without the front
side of the door 4, so that when the door is in
closed locked position simultaneous. pressure on
each push button 7 will effect a release of the
catch means to permit an opening of the door.
The spacing between the two push buttons 7
should be such as to enable the distance there-

between to be spanned by an open adult hand
of normal size so that the respective catch mem-
bers may be released by pressure of the thumb
and a finger of one hand simultaneously against
the respective push buttons when the hand is in
substantially full open position for such purpose.

When the push buttons 7 have been pressed
inward to effect a release of the respective
catches, it 15 necessary to effect a pull on the door
to open it. This is accomplished by the oper-
ator engaging with his other hand a pull mem-
ber 10 attached to the outer side of the door in
some convenient position for such purpose. In
the present instance, the pull 10 is located in
offset relation to the vertical line of the push
buttons 7. In locating the pull {0, care should
be taken that it is not s0 closely positioned to
one or the other of the push buttons as to enable
the distance therebetween to be spanned by the
small hand of a child in a manner that he is
able to engage the pull with one finger and the

‘push button with the thumb of the same hand,

so that it is possible for him both to release the
catch and pull out on the pull member with one
hand and use the other hand to release the other
catch.

The span of the normal hand of an adult is
about seven and one-half or elght inches, so
that the spacing of the two catch members
ghould be for normal purposes not less ordinarily
than seven inches, and the pull should be spaced
a sufficient distance from both catches to pre-
vent the operation of both the pull and & catch
member with one hand.

It is found in practice that this combination
of pull and separate catch means for & cabinet
door provides a very effective means for pre-
venting small children from opening the door
and thus obtaining access to the interior of the
cabinet where polsons, or other medicines or ar-
ticles which would be injurious to a child, are
kept.

I wish it understood that my invention is not
limited fo any specific construction, arrange-
ment or form of the parts, as it is capable of
numerous modifications and changes without de-
parting from the spirit of the claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to segure by United

States Letters Patent is:

1. A controlling means for a movable closure
of & medicine cabinet, including a pair of cstch
means each carried by said closure for latching
it in closed position, & manually operable con-
trol member for each of the catch means, said
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conirol. members being carrled by and spaced

from each other on the closure a distance great-

er than the normal stretch between the thumb
and any one of the fingers of the hand of & child
and no more than a similar stretch on one nor-
mally sized hand of an adult in fully spread po-
sition to provide for operation thereof sunui-
taneously, means to tension the control members
whereby the same can only effect release of the
catches by maintaining pressure thereagainst by

‘sald adult hand of the operator in the closing

direction of sald closure to release sald catch
mesans, and separate pull means on the closure
spaced from each of the control members at &
distance in excess of the aforementioned stretch
of a child’s hand, so as to require the operator to
manipulate the pull means with his other hand

- in opposition to and while maintaining his first

2,238,699 .

hand engaged with the control members in order
to prevent possible opening of the ¢losure before
release of the control members.

2. A controlling mesns in accordance with
claim 5, wherein the catches are spring ten-
sioned and wherein the control members there-
for are slidable transversely of the closure, and
have outer ends which project beyond the front
face of the closure, said control members being
loosely engaged with the catches and operable :
inwardly of the front face of the closure to re-
lease the catches so that upon any outward pull
being exerted on the control members in an at-
tempt to open the closure, the catches will be
maintained in latched position. :

- JOHN E. GORRELL.
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It 1s hereby certified that error appears in the. printed speclfication
of the above numbered patent requiring correction as follows: Page 2, sec-
ond column, line 5, claim 2, for the claim reference numeral "5" read -~1--;
and that the said Letters Patent shouldbe read with this correction therein
that the same may conform to the recard of the case in the Patent Office.

Signed and sealed this 22nd day of April, A. D. 1941.

Henry Van Arsdale,
" (Seal), ' . Acting Commissioner of Patents.



