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This invention relates to register closures
adapted particularly for attachment to liquor bot-
tles for the purpose of registering the number of
times that liquid is poured from the bottle.

A principal object of the invention is to provide
a device of this character which is universally
adaptable for use in conjunction with bottles
having different sized necks so as to enable trans-
fer of the same register closure from one bottle
to another.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a register closure device of the character de-
scribed which is universally adaptable for use in
conjunction with different sizes and designs of
pouring spouts which may be placed in the necks
of such bottles, without requiring any change ei-
ther in the design of the pouring spouts already
available or in the design of the register closure
when it is to be used with another pouring spout.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a register closure device of the character referred
to including means for detachably securing the
same to bottles having necks of different sizes
and in which the actuating means for the regis-
tering mechanism includes a part which normally
lies adjacent to and exteriorly of the outlet open-
ing of the bottle (or the outlet opening of a pour-
ing spout used in conjunction with such bottle)
50 as normally to lie in the path of passage of
liquid from the bottle, said portion being movable
out of the path of passage of liquid from the
bottle upon actuation of the registering mecha-
nism and automatically restorable to its normal
position upon release of the actuating means.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a device of the character referred to in which the
portion of the actuating means for the register
mechanism which normally lies in the path of
flow of liquid from the bottle is adjustable or
flexible to enable it to lie either directly over
the outlet opening of a bottle or to lie over the
outlet opening of an auxiliary pouring spout
which may be placed in the neck of such bottle,
said portion being sdjustable to conform with
the outlet opening of pouring spouts of different
lengths or sizes.

Register closure devices for bottles have been
heretofore proposed, but such devices have com-
prised closures intended for insertion in the neck
of a bottle and hernce usable only with a bottle
having a neck of the particular size and shape
for which the closure is desighed. Previously
proposed constructions, furthermore, have availed
of enclosed valve means associated with the ac-
tuating means for the registering mechanism,
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This is disadvantageous and impractical because
either necessitating parts subject to rust from
which moisture cannot be removed or providing
a source of leakage of liquid into the registering
mechanism, through the means interconnecting
the valve and the actuating mechanism, with
similar disadvantageous results involving inabil-
ity to remove liquid leaking into the registering
mechanism and a tendency to produce rusting of
the parts thereof, '

The present invention overcomes the foregoing
difficulties and provides a device which is univer-
sally adaptable and which is simple in construc-
tion and economical to manufacture.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a view showing the device supported
on the exterior of the neck of s bottle, illustrat-
ing in detail the mechanism of the register de-
vice.

Figure 2 is a side view of the device showing
the relationship of certain portions of the device
with one form of auxiliary pouring spout.

Figure 3 is a detail sectional view, partly frag-
mentary, showing the indicia ring availed of in
the mechanism.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2 particularly, the
device is shown as being supported adjacent the
mouth of a bottle i, by means of a clamping mem-
ber 2, substantially circular in shape, adapted to
have its ends adjustably engaged with the neck
of the bottle by means of g screw 8 suitably
threaded in one end of the clamping member 2,
the shank of the screw passing through the other
end of the clamping member.

One form of auxiliary pouring spout & is illus-
trated suitably supported in the interior of the
neck of the bottle, and includes a pouring portion
with g substantially circular opening 5 therein,
adapted to direct liquid or other material into a
suitable vessel when the contents of the bottle {
is being poured.

The register device itself comprises a substan-
tially cup-shaped housing §, including a rear wall
1. The said rear wall T has a segmental inden-
tation 8 therein, adapted to receive s segment
member of the lever 9§, the segmental indentation
of the back being formed so as to permit move-
ment of the segment member 18 of said lever
about a pivotal point determined by the screw 4
threaded into the rear wall 7 of the housing and
rotatably supporting the member {6.

Extending upwardly from one edge of the mem-
ber {8 is an arm (2 preferably integral with the
segment member (0, adapted to have suitably
fixed adjacent its outer end the closure portion
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13 of the device. The said closure portion in-
cludes channel portions {4 adapted to engage the
side edges of the member 2. The member {2
is provided with any preferred number of thread-
ecd openings 5, adapted to receive therein the
screw 18 by which the closure portion {3 is
fixed to the arm 1%, so as to enable the adjust-
ment: of the member 13 for different types of
auxiliary pouring spouts 4.

Interiorly of the cup-shaped member & a
toothed indicia ring or ratchet 17 is provided
adapted to be rotated in the housing by means
of a ratchet and pawl mechanism of generally
conventional construction, the pawl I8 being sup-

ported on the segment member 10 by means of 1

a screw 19 and adapted fo be held in engage-
ment with the toothed portions 20 of the in-
dicia ring by means of a spring 21. A pawl 22
is provided and adapted to engage the teeth 20
of the indicia ring by means of & spring 23.

A suitable spring 24 is availed of to return
the segment member I8 to its non-dispensing
position, after the dispensing operation has been
effected by movement of the lever 9. The ratchet
and pawl mechanism, of course, is adapted to
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move the indicia ring in a clockwise direction

by means of the engagement of the pawl 18 with
the teeth 20 in a step by step manner in ac-
cordance with conventionsal operation of this type
of ratchet consiruction. A suitable cover 28 is
provided to fully enclose the ratchet and pawl
mechanism first described.

In the wall of the cup-shaped member 6 a
suitable opening 25 is provided, as shown in
Figure 2, so as to enable the person dispensing
the liquid from the bottle to discern the indicia
located on the periphery of the indicia ring I71,
Pigure 3 showing in more detail the location of
the respective indicia on the ring 11, and the re-
lﬁitionship of the same with the segment member

As will be apparent from consideration of Fig-
ure 1, when the lever 9 is operated, the closure
member |3 will move out of position over the
opening 8 in the pouring spout &, and permit the
pouring of the liquid into a glass or other place.
Upon release of the lever member 9 by the oper-
ator, the spring 24 will return the closure mem-
ber {8 over the pouring opening 5, and while it
is not necessary that the member 13 prevent ab-
solutely the leakage of any of the contents of
the bottle, it is essential that it at least prevent
the accurate pouring of the same, whereby it is
necessary to actuate the lever 8 to properly per-
:orm the pouring function of the pouring spout

It will be apparent that the closure member
13 is susceptible of being bent in various direc-
tions by reason of the construction thereof, so
that the particular device is not limited to use
with the particular pouring spout 4, illustrated,
but may be used with many different types of
pouring spouts. )

In addition, the clamping means 2 is adjust-
able so as to enable the attachment of the reg-
istering mechanism to bottles having necks of
different sizes. The mechanism is particularly
suited to its use In connection with dispensing
bottles of the type described by reason of the
fact that the operating parts thereof are in no
danger of coming into contact with the liquid
dispensed from the bottle, and, therefore, oper-
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ation of the mechanism can in no way be afected
by rust or other foreign matter enfering the same.

Having thus described my inventlon, what T
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. Tn a device of the class described, in com-
pination, registering mechanism including a lever
adapted to be manually actuated and connected
with sald registering mechanism for operating
the same, meang for debtachably securing sald
registering mechanism to a bottle or the like con-
tainer adjacent the oublel opsning thereof,
means associated with said lever and having a
portion movable transversely across said open-
ing exteriorly thereof and normally positioned
adiacent to and exteriorly of the outlel opening
of sald botile, whereby said portion will normally
Jie in the path of passage of liguid from said
bottle, said portion being movable laterally of
the opening cut of the path of passage of liquid
from the bottle upon actustion of said lever to
operate the registering mechanism, and means
for automatically restoring sald portion to Its
normal position upon releasing the lever from ac- )
tuating engagement, the second means including
an arm fixed with respect to said lever, and said
portion comprising a member slidable longitud-
inally of said arm, means for locking said mem-
ber in different fixed positions relative to said
arm, whereby said portion is adjustable conform-
ably to different lengths of auxiliary pouring
spouts emplaceable in the outlet opening of such
bottle whereby said portion will be positioned
normally adjacent to and exteriorly of the outlet
opening of such spout so as to lie in the path
of flow of liquid from such spout..

2. In a device of the class described, in combi-
nation, registering mechanism including a lever
adapted to be manually actuated and connected
with said registering mechanism for operating
the same, means for detachably securing said
registering mechanism to a bottle or the like con-
tainer adjacent the outlet opening thereof, means
associated with said lever and having a portion
movable transversely across said opening exter-
iorly thereof and normally positioned adjacent to
and exteriorly of the outlet opening of said bottle,
whereby said portion will normally lie in the path
of passage of liquid from said bottle, said portion
being movable laterally of the opening out of the
path of passage of liquid from the bottle upon
actuation of said lever to operate the registering
mechanism, and means for automatically re-
storing said portion to its normal position upon
releasing the lever from actuating engagement,
the second means including an arm fixed with
respect to said lever, and said portion compris-
ing a member slidable longitudinally of said arm,
means for locking said member in different fixed
positions relative to said arm, and saild member
being flexible so that it may be bent to differ-
ent positions about an axis transversely of the
longitudinal axis of movement of said member
relative to said arm, whereby said portion is ad-
justable conformably to different lengths of aux-
iliary pouring spouts emplaceable in the outlet
opening of such bottle whereby said portion will
be positioned normally adjacent to and exteriorly
of the outlet opening of such spout so as to le
in the path of flow of liquid from such spout.
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