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The invention relates to rope and strap 
fasteners for use in connection with run 
ning boards of automobiles, however ap 
plicable for various purposes and has for 

5 its object to provide a device of this char 
acter comprising clamping jaws which may 
be moved towards or away from each other 
by means of a bolt extending through one 
of the jaws and threaded through the other 

10 jaw and guided in their movement by means 
of a pin carried by one of the jaws and 
slidably mounted in an aperture of the other 
jaw, and around which pin an expansion 
pin is disposed for facilitating the move 

15 ment of the jaws and which spring co 
operates with a washer which engages a 
ring or hook which extends under one of 
the jaws between the bolt and pin and pre 
vents rattling of the ring or hook as the ve 

20 hicle moves over rough ground. 
A further object is to not only use the 

expensive action of the coiled spring for 
forcing the jaws apart but also for holding 
a ring or hook against rattling. Also to 

25 provide a groove in the under side of a jaw 
for the reception of the lower portion of 
the ring or hook. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention resides in the combination and 
30 arrangement of parts as hereinafter set 

forth, shown in the drawing, described and 
claimed, it being understood that changes 
in the precise embodiment of the invention 
may be made within the scope of what is 

36 claimed without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. 
In the drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the clamp 

showing the same applied to a conventional 
40 form of running board. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the clamp. 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of the clamp 

showing a hook instead of a ring. 
Figure 4 is a rear elevation of the clamp 

45 shown in Figure 3. 
Referring to the drawing the letter A. 

designates a clamp of the general type 
shown in Patent, No. 1,516,489, issued to 
Edward D. Barton, November 25, 1924, and 

50 which clamp comprises an upper jaw 1 and 
a lower jaw 2 which are adapted to be hori 
zontally disposed and be clamped on the 
upper and lower sides of a running board 
3. JaWS 3 are forced together by means 
of a bolt 4, which extends through the up 
per jaw 1 and threaded at 5 to the lower 

jaw 2, therefore it will be seen when the bolt 
4 is rotated in one direction the jaws 1 and 
2 will be forced together, and when rotated 
in the opposite direction said jaws will be 
forced apart. Jaw 1 is provided with a 
guide pin 6 which is slidably mounted in 
apertures 7 of the lower jaw 2 and is carried 
by the upper jaw 1, and which pin relieves 
the bending strain on the bolt 4 during a c 
clamping Operation. In clamps of this char 
acter rings or hooks are used to which lines 
may be attached for securing a load on the 
running board, however there is a certain 
amount of slack which develops in straps 
and ropes which allow the ring or hook to 
rattle, thereby creating an objectionable 
noise, and to obviate this difficulty the ring 
8 as shown in Figures 1 and 2 or the hook 
9 as shown in Figure 4 have their lower 
portions 10, in the case of the ring, and 11 
in the case of the hook, disposed in a trans 
Verse groove 12 in the under side of the 
jaw 1 between the bolt 4 and the guide pin 
6. Surrounding the guide pin 6 and inter 
posed between the jaw 2 and the jaw 1 is a 
coiled Spring 12, which coiled spring engages 
a Washer 13, and which washer is carried 
by the pin 6 and with the expansive pres 
Sure of the Spring 12 engages the jaw 1 
as well as the lower portion of the ring 8 
and the hook 9, thereby holding said lower 
portion in the recesses 12 and prevents rat 
tling of the ring or hook, and at the same 
time Supplies the necessary expansive action 
for forcing the gripping jaws 1 and 2 apart. 
It will also be seen that the clamp can be 
left on the running board even when a 
strap or rope is not attached thereto and 
the ring or hook. will not rattle or create 
an objectionable noise which is one of the 
main objections to clamps as at present 
constructed. It will also be seen the coiled 
Spring 12 performs a double function, that 
is it forces the jaws 1 and 2 apart and at 
the same time prevents rattling of the parts, 
particularly the ring or hook. 
The invention having been set forth what 

is claimed as new and useful is: 
1. The combination with a clamp compris 

ing cooperating jaws, a bolt extending 
through said jaws and forming means 
whereby said jaws may be forced together, 
a guide pin carried by one of said jaws and 
extending through a guide aperture in the 
other jaw, an expansion spring surround 
ing the guide pin and forming means for 

70 

5 

80 

85 

30 

95 

00 

O 

O 



5 

Ei) , 

le 

forcing the jaws apart, of a ring surround 
ing one of said jaws, said spring forming 
means cooperating with said ring between 
the guide pin and bolt for holding the same 
in close engagement with the jaw. 

2. The combination with a clamp com 
prising cooperating jaws, a bolt for forcing 
said jaws together, a guide pin carried by 
one of the jaws and slidably mounted in 
the other jaw and in spaced parallel rela 
tion to the bolt, a coiled spring surround 
ing the guide pin, of an attaching mem 
ber extending under one of the jaws, said 
coiled spring cooperating with the attaching 
Imember whereby said attaching member is 
held in close engagement with the jaw. 

3. The combination with a clamp com 
prising cooperating jaws moved together by 
means of a bolt extending therethrough and 
guided by a guide pin carried by one of the 
jaws and slidably mounted in the other, 
a coiled spring surrounding the guide pin, 
of an attaching member extending under 
one of the jaws, said Spring cooperating 

i with said attaching member whereby it is 
held in close engagement with the jaw. 

4. The combination with a clamp compris 
ing cooperatingiaws moved together by means 
of a bolt extending through the jaws and 
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guided by a guide pin in parallel relation 
to the bolt and carried by one jaw and slid 
ably mounted in the other, a coiled spring 
Surrounding the pin and interposed between 
the jaws, an attaching member extending 
under one of the jaws and disposed in a 
receSS therein, Said coiled springs cooper 
lating with said attaching member where 
by it is held against movement in the recess. 

5. The combination with a clamp com 
prising cooperating jaws having a bolt ex 
tending therethrough for moving the jaws 
in relation to each other, a guide pin in 
spaced relation to the bolts and slidably 
mounted in one of the jaws and having an 
expansion Spring for normally forcing the 
jaws apart, a washer carried by said pin 
and with which One end of the spring coop 
erates, of a Securing nember extending un 
de' one of the jaws between the pin and 
bolt and in a recess in Said jaw, said, washer 
engaging said attaching member and the 
jaw and for Ening means whereby said 
spring will force the jaws apart and hold 
ing the attaching member in the recess. 

In testimony whereof. I hereunto affix my 
signature. 

E)WARD ID. BARTON. 


