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1

This invention:relates to furniture drawers.and
is'inore particularly cohcerned with: ¢check devices
for holding or retaihing ‘the: drawers’in o ¢losed
position-when not in use.

A special application of the invention is ineon-
nection with -furnitiure on séagoing 'vessels, air-
craft and other vehicles wherein the:movenients
of the vehiéles cause the ordinaty: slidablé: draw-
ers ‘of furniture ‘equipment to open,-theéreby-én~
dangering the furniture and obiects-and persons
in’the vicinity thereof.

.Although various types of drawer tétaining: de-
vices are available, many of ‘them-are ‘generally
inadequate ‘for use on equipment carried -by -ve~
hicles of the type mentioned fromthe standpoint
of not being ‘able to resist :the forces involved.
Others require the actuation :of-a thumb ldtch,
levers or other means protruding from the frowit
of the drawer which isnot ofily unsightly and-de=
tracts from the-appearance of theeguipment but
i also liable to he tribped-dccidentally ‘and edause
damage. Still other types are subjectto ‘getting
out of order frequetifly, dre expensive to manu-
facture-and install and. areriot easily repaired.

Accordingly, it 'is an object of ‘this invetition o
provide ‘a drawer holding :of retaining .device
which ecan “be ‘used oh equipment inh vehicles .of
the ‘type -mentioned as well as ‘on stationary
equipment.

Another object of the invention:isithe provision
of such -a device -which :does .not ‘require [inde-
pendent actuation by the user of ‘any.latches, le~
vers or other:means.

A further object:is ‘the provision of 'such:a de-
vice which is wholly conésaled within the equip-
ment and whieh, therefore, does not.detract:from
the-apbearance of the'equipment.

_Btill futther objects are the provision of:such:-a
dsvice which .cannot be tripped accidently, which
i§ ‘siniple ‘and inexpensive ‘to mantfacture :and
whiceh is 1ot likely to get out-of order.

These and other objects and:-advantages of the
invention will‘be apparent. from the following:de-
seription .considered together twith .the @ccom-
panying.drawing, in-which:

Tigure 1.is @ iside :elevational 'view of :an em-
podiment iof the invention as it appears in posi-
tion 'on a filing cabinet-drawer, the:drawer.being
closed;

Mgyure.2:1s:a.section-along the line:2-=2 of -Fig=
irel;
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‘Figure:3 is @ section along theline 3-—3.of Fig-
ure 1;:and .
Figure 4:is-an isemetriciview of the.spring clip

“brackét.

‘Referring-with more particularity to the draw-
ing in which like-numerals- designate. like parts,
the embodiment -ilustrated - comprises -a :stirrup
.14 which is‘seeured:to the: side of the drawer {2
at ‘the Téar -thereof by -any -suitable means such
as.welding. The-bottom 3:0f the stirrup slopes
upwardly toward the rear. -It is provided:at-the
baeck-with a:-bumper-H4 and-at the front:- with an-
other-bumper 45, said bumpers being of any suit-
Abut-
ments :15-and 47 -at ;the rear -and front, respec-
tively, of -the drawer guide-are-adapted to con-
tact-said bumpers-when thie:-drawer is opened and
closed:to-minimize shock.

An -angle -bracket -18 -is isecured to the:drawer

-guide by ‘bolts -or :rivets 19 .passing through its

vertical side. Thebracket. i8-carries atthe front

a flange:inthe:form .of -a:horizontal bearing plate

20.and at-its rear-another flange in the form of 4
Horizontal-hook -member 21 .consisting:of .2 plate
‘having a -souare notch 22 -cut-out at the front
thereof, substantially a@s.shown. "The rear-hook
member 21 is preferably at a higher elevation
than:the front.plate 28.

-A-spring.clip-238.is-disposed  across the hook:2!
and bearing -plate 28, the front.end 24 -thereof
slidably -resting on-the plate. The rear end -has
-a-hairpin bend to straddie.the hook 21 and a lip
25 :for engaging the notch 22, substantially .as
shown .in Figure:1. A portion 26 of the spring
clipis bowed-outwardly -and.projects toward the
stirrup A,

To the bottom .i3-of the stirrup an-outwardly
convex member-21.is secured.by means of rivets
or-bolts 28 or.any other suitable-means. .In.nor-
el position, -the member .27 projects below -the
top -of -the bowed portion .of -the spring clip.
When the drawer is in:closed :position the mem-
ber 21 ‘bears -against .the -back .of .the .bowed por-
tion-26:as:shown inFigure-1.

When :the ‘drawer -is .pulled -open, -the -spring
olip 23 is:compressed dewnwardly by the member
21, After.it;passes -thispoint the - -drawer moves
normally. When the drawer is closed:again:the
member .21 *in -its -backward -travel -again ‘com-
presses «the :spring clip 28 when -the-drawer :ap~
proaches -its -closed ;position -and -comes to -rest
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just behind the bowed portion 26 when the drawer
is fully closed. In this position, the drawer is
prevented from opening accidentaily.

To balance forces acting on the drawer, it is
preferred to have two of the devices described
ahove attached to the drawer, one on either side
thereof, although, it is within the spirit of this
invention to provide only one of the devices
on only one side of the drawer.

It is to be understood that, although the in-
vention has been described with the spring clip
23 beneath the stirrup {1, it is within the scope
of the invention to position the spring clip above
or on the side of the stirrup, the corresponding
parts thereof being rearranged accordingly.

I claim: :

1. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable there~
on between open and closed positions, a stirrup
secured to the side of the drawer, a spring clip
on the guide and adjacent said stirrup in the
closed position of the drawer, said clip being
secured in fixed position relative to the drawer
guide and having a normally unstressed compres-
sible bowed portion between its ends projecting
toward the stirrup, a bracket on the guide for
supporting the ends of said clip, one of said ends
being secured to and the other end being slidably
engaged with the bracket, and means earried by
the stirrup for compressing said bowed portion
when the drawer approaches its closed position
and for engaging the rear side of said bowed por-
tion when the drawer is in its fully closed position.

2. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer

slidably disposed on said guide and movable there- ¢

on between open and closed positions, a stirrup
secured to the side of the drawer, a spring clip on
the guide and adjacent said stirrup in the closed
position of the drawer, said clip being secured
in fixed position relative to the drawer guide
and having a normally unstressed compressible
bowed portion between its end projecting tio-
ward the stirrup, a bracket on the guide for
supporting the ends of said clip, one of said ends
being secured to and the other end being slidably
engaged with the bracket, said stirrup having a
convex member for compressing said bowed por-
tion when the drawer approaches its closed posi-
tion and for engaging the rear side of said bowed
portion when the drawer is in its fully closed posi-
tion.

3. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable there~
on between open and closed positions, a stirrup
secured to the side of the drawer, resilient means
carried by said stirrup at the front and rear
thereof and fixed abutments adapted to contact
said means when the drawer is in its open and
closed positions, respectively, a spring clip on the
guide adjacent said stirrup in the closed position
of the drawer, said clip keing secured in a fixed
position relative to the drawer guide and having
a compressible bowed portion between its ends
projecting toward the stirrup, a bracket on the
guide for supporting the ends of said clip, one of
said ends being secured to and the other end be~
ing slidably engaged with the bracket, and means
carried by the stirrup for compressing said kowed
portion when the drawer approaches its closed
position and for engaging the rear side of said
bowed portion when the drawer is in its fully
closed position.

4. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable
thereon between open and closed positions, a stir-
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rup secured o the side of the drawer, a bracket
on the guide secured in fixed position relative to
the drawer guide and adjacent said stirrup, a
spring clip carried by said bracket and having
a normally unstressed compressible bowed por-
tion between its ends projecting toward the stir-
rup, cne end of the clip being secured to and
the other end being slidably engaged with the
bracket, and means carried by the stirrup for
compressing said bowed portion when the drawer
approaches its closed position and for engaging
the rear side of said bowed portion when the
drawer is in closed position.

5. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable there-
on between open and closed positions, a stirrup
secured to the side of the drawer, a bracket se-
cured in fixed position relative to the drawer
guide, said bracket having flanges sxtending out-
wardly therefrom, a spring ¢lip on the bracket and
having one end secured to one of said flanges and
the other end bearing against and slidably en-
gaging the other flange, said clip having also
a compressible bowed portion between ifs ends
projecting toward the stirrup and means carried
by the stirrup for compressing said bowed por-
tion when the drawer approaches its closed posi-
tion and for engaging the rear side of said bowed
poriion when the drawer is in closed position.

8. In combination, 2 drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable
thereon between open and closed positions, a
stirrup secured fo the side of the drawer, a
bracket secured in fixed position relative to the
drawer guide, said bracket having flanges ex~
tending outwardly therefrom, a spring clip on
the bracket and having one end secured to one
of said flanges and the other end bearing against
and slidably engaging the other fiange, said clip
having also a compressible bowed portion be-
tween its ends projecting toward the stirrup, said
stirrup having a convex member for compressing
said bowed portion when the drawer approaches
its closed position and for engaging the rear
side of said bowed portion between its ends when
the drawer is in closed pesiticn.

7. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable
thereon between open and closed positions, a
stirrup secured to the side of the drawer, re-
silient means carried by said stirrup at the front
and rear thereof and fixed abutments adapted
to contact said means when the drawer is in ifs
opened and cloged position, respectively, a brack-
et secured in fixed position relative to the drawer
guide, said bracket having flanges extending
outwardly thereirom, a spring clip on the bracket
and having one end secured to one of said flanges
and the other end bearing against and slidably
engaging the other flange, said clip having also
a compressibie bowed portion between its ends
projecting toward the stirrup and means carried
by the stirrup for compressing said bowed por-
tion when the drawer approaches its closed posi-
tion and for engaging the rear side of said bowed
portion when the drawer is in closed position.

8. In combination, a drawer guide, a drawer
slidably disposed on said guide and movable
thereon between open and closed positions, a stir-
rup secured to the side of the drawer, said shir-
rup having resilient means at the front and rear
thereof and fixed abutments adapted to contact
said means when the drawer is in its opened and
closed position, respectively, a bracket secured
in fixed position relative to the drawer guide, said
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tion.
RUDOLFPH H. WILMER.



