
J E u r o p a i s c h e s   

Pa tentamt  

European  Patent  Office 

Office  europeen  des  brevets 
©  Publication  number: 0  1 0 1   2 8 7  

A 2  

©  EUROPEAN  PATENT  APPLICATION 

@  Application  number:  83304579.2  .  ©  Int.  CI.3:  A  47  K  1 0 / 3 8  

©  Date  of  filing:  08.08.83 

©  Priority:  11.08.82  GB  8223089 

©  Date  of  publication  of  application: 
22.02.84  Bulletin  84/8 

©  Designated  Contracting  States: 
AT  BE  CH  DE  FR  GB  IT  LI  LU  NL  SE 

©Applicant:  BO  WATER-SCOTT  CORPORATION  LIMITED 
Bowater  House  Knighubridge 
London  SW1X7LR(GB) 

@  inventor:  Evans,  Trevor 
link  Industrial  Design  17  Brownfield* 
Welyn  Garden  City  Hertfordshire  AL7  1AN(GB) 

©  Representative:  Pendlebury,  Anthony  et  si. 
Page,  White  &  Farrer  S  Plough  Place  New  Fetter  Lane 
London  EC4A1HYIGB) 

©  Improvements  in  or  relating  to  containers. 

  A  container  has  a  pivotally  mounted  door  16  which  is 
releasably  secured  in  a  closed  position  by  resilient  latches 
20,  21  co-operating  with  an  abutment  wall  22.  An  elongate 
key  40  is  inserted  through  an  aperture  32  in  the  container  and 
guided  in  a  channel  25.  Surfaces  42,  44  on  the  key  are 
operable  to  deflect  latches  20,  21  and  allow  the  door  to  be 
opened. 



The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  c o n t a i n e r ,   and  more  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to ,   b u t  

not  e x c l u s i v e l y   to  a  c o n t a i n e r   which  compr i ses   a  d i s p e n s e r   for   r o l l e d  

web  m a t e r i a l ,   such  as  t o i l e t   t i s s u e   or  paper   towel ,   the  d i s p e n s e r  

being  adapted   t o  h o l d  o n e   or  more  r o l l s   of  the  web  m a t e r i a l .  

The  main  problem  a s s o c i a t e d   wi th   p r o v i d i n g   a  supply  of  t o i l e t   t i s s u e  

or  r o l l e d   paper  towel  in  p u b l i c   l a v a t o r i e s   and  washrooms  is   t h e  

l i k e l i h o o d   of  v a n d a l i s m   of  the  d i s p e n s e r s   wi th   the  r e s u l t   t h a t   t h e  

d i s p e n s e r ' s   c o n t e n t s   can  be  s t o l e n .   A l though   i t   is  d e s i r a b l e   for  a  

d i s p e n s e r   to  be  p roo f   a g a i n s t   v a n d a l i s m   and  t h e f t ,   t h e r e   are  t h e  

a d d i t i o n a l   r e q u i r e m e n t s   t h a t   the   d i s p e n s e r s   should  be  cheap  t o  

p r o d u c e ,   r e a d i l y  r e f i l l a b l e   by  a  j a n i t o r   and  have  no  c o n v o l u t e d  

s u r f a c e s   so  t h a t   i t   may be  e a s i l y   kep t   c l e a n ,   in  the  i n t e r e s t s   o f  

h y g i e n e .  

Various  t h i e f - p r o o f   d i s p e n s e r s   are  know  but  these   are   o f t e n  

compl i ca t ed   and  t h e r e f o r e   expens ive   to  m a n u f a c t u r e .   The  s i m p l e s t  

type  of  t h i e f - p r o o f   d i s p e n s e r   i n c l u d e s   a  door  which  may  be  opened  t o  

enable   the  d i s p e n s e r   to  be  loaded  w i t h   paper   r o l l s ,   for  i n s t a n c e ,  

wi th   t h i s   door  being  l ockab le   by  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   lock  and  k e y .  

Al though   r e l a t i v e l y   cheap  to  p roduce ,   such  a  d i s p e n s e r   s u f f e r s   t h e  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s   t h a t   the  lock  may  become  jammed  and  t h a t   the  lock  d o e s  

not  p r e s e n t   a  p e r f e c t l y   smooth  s u r f a c e   and  t h e r e f o r e   is  not  r e a d i l y  

c l e a n e d .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   seeks  to  avoid  or  minimize  the  a b o v e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s   and  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  

According  to  the  i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   is  p r o v i d e d   a  c o n t a i n e r   having  a n  

a p e r t u r e   t h e r e i n   p rov id ing   access   to  the   i n t e r i o r   of  the  c o n t a i n e r ,   a  

door  for  c l o s i n g   the  a p e r t u r e ,   and  c l o s u r e   means  for  r e l e a s a b l y  



s e c u r i n g   the  door  in  i t s   c l o sed   p o s i t i o n ;   the  c l o s u r e   means 

c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  l a t c h e s   adapted  for   i n t e r - e n g a g e m e n t   w i t h  

abutment   means  when  the  door  is  in  i t s   c losed   p o s i t i o n ,   an  e l o n g a t e  

key  p r o v i d e d   wi th   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  un lock ing   s u r f a c e s   which  a r e  

m u t u a l l y   s t a g g e r e d   r e l a t i v e   to  the  l o n g i t u d i n a l   ax i s   of  the  key,  a n d  

key  guide   means  p rov ided   on  sa id   c o n t a i n e r ;   the  key  be ing   movable  

a long  s a id   a x i s ,   guided  by  sa id   gu id ing   means,  to  a  p o s i t i o n   w h e r e i n  

the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   are   o p e r a b l e   to  d e f l e c t   r e s p e c t i v e   l a t c h e s  

from  engagement  wi th   the  abutment   means  to  enab le   the  door  to  b e  

o p e n e d .  

This  is  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s imple   lock   where  the  key  is  s imply  moved 

a x i a l l y   w i t h o u t   the  need  to  r o t a t e   i t   to  r e l e a s e   the  l a t c h e s .   The 

lock  thus   has  few  moving  p a r t s   and  is  ex t r eme ly   s imple ,   and  i s  

t h e r e f o r e   u n l i k e l y   to  become  jammed  and  w i l l   be  cheap  to  m a n u f a c t u r e .  

A d v a n t a g e o u s l y ,   the  c l o s u r e   f u r t h e r   comprises   an  opening  f o r  

p r o v i d i n g   access   of  the  key  to  the  guiding  means.  The  l a t c h e s   a r e  

p r e f e r a b l y   m u t u a l l y   s t a g g e r e d ,   the  l a t c h e s   be ing   d i s p o s e d  

p r o g r e s s i v e l y   n e a r e r   s a id   ax i s   the  f u r t h e r   they   a re   from  the  o p e n i n g ,  

the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   on  the  key  be ing   d i sposed   p r o g r e s s i v e l y  

f u r t h e r   from  the  axis   of  the   key  in  the  d i r e c t i o n   towards  i t s   e n d  

which  is  i n t e n d e d   to  be  f i r s t   i n s e r t e d   in to   the  opening.   Thus,  t h e  

u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   at  the  i n s e r t i o n   end  of  the  key  are  f ree   to  go 

p a s t   t hose   abutment   means  n e a r e r   the  opening  and  the  key  is  o n l y  

- o p e r a b l e   to  r e l e a s e   a l l   the  l a t c h e s   once  i t   is  f u l l y   home.  By  b e i n g  

s t a g g e r e d ,   the   l a t c h e s   a re   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   r e l e a s a b l e   only  by  a  

s u i t a b l y   shaped  key  having  the   a p p r o p r i a t e   u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s ,   and  

would  not   be  r e l e a s e d   by  a  s t r a i g h t ,   r e a d i l y   a v a i l a b l e   implement  s u c h  

as  a  p e n c i l   or  n a i l   f i l e .   The  c o n f i g u r a t i o n   of  the   opening  g i v e s  

f u r t h e r   p r o t e c t i o n   a g a i n s t   u n a u t h o r i s e d   r e l e a s e   of  the  l a t c h e s .  



In  a  p r e f e r r e d   embodiment  of  the  i n v e n t i o n ,   the  gu id ing   means 

compr ise   a  channe l ,   the  abutment   means  comprise   a  wal l   of  s a i d  

channe l   and  the  key  is  of  complementary   shape  to  t h a t   of  the  w a l l ,  

whereby,   on  i n s e r t i n g   the  key  i n to   the  channe l ,   the  u n l o c k i n g  

s u r f a c e s   t he reon   are  f l u s h   w i th   the  f ree   edge  of  sa id   w a l l ,   so  t h a t  

the   l a t c h e s   are  urged  out  of  the   channel   by  the  un lock ing   s u r f a c e s   t o  

be  r e l e a s e d   from  engagement  w i t h   the  channe l   w a l l .  

P r e f e r a b l y   the  channel   is  a d a p t e d   to  r e c e i v e   the  key  for  s l i d i n g  

movement  t h e r e a l o n g .  

The  c o n t a i n e r   may  comprise   a  d i s p e n s e r   for  r o l l e d   web  m a t e r i a l  

adap ted   to  b o l d   one  or  m o r e  r o l l s  o f   the  web  m a t e r i a l ,   the  d i s p e n s e r  

hav ing   an  a p e r t u r e   th rough   which  the  r o l l s   may  be  loaded  i n to   t h e  

d i s p e n s e r ,   and  a  door  r e l e a s a b l y   secured   by  the  c l o s u r e   to  c l o se   s a i d  

a p e r t u r e .  

Al though   the  i n v e n t i o n   is  s p e c i f i c a l l y   d e s c r i b e d   wi th   r e f e r e n c e   to  a  

c o n t a i n e r   compr is ing   a  d i s p e n s e r   for  r o l l e d   web  m a t e r i a l ,   c l e a r l y   t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   is  e q u a l l y   a p p l i c a b l e   to  o the r   c o n t a i n e r s ,   and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

to  those   c o n t a i n e r s   to  be  used  under  s i m i l a r   c o n d i t i o n s ,   wi th   t h e  

danger   of  vanda l i sm  and  t h e f t .   Examples  of  such  c o n t a i n e r s   a r e  

d i s p e n s e r s   for  i n t e r l e a v e d   s h e e t s   of  t o i l e t   t i s s u e ,   for  l i n en   r o l l e r  

towels   and  soap  d i s p e n s e r s .  

An  embodiment  of  the  i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  be  d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  o f  

example  only,   and  wi th   r e f e r e n c e   to  the  accompanying  drawings  w h e r e i n :  

F i g u r e   1  is  a  p a r t i a l   p e r s p e c t i v e   view  of  a  c o n t a i n e r   in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i th   the  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   w i t h   the  door  f u l l y   o p e n ;  



F i g u r e   2  is  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l   s e c t i o n   of  the  whole  c o n t a i n e r ,   t a k e n  

along  the  l i n e   I I - I I   of  F i g u r e   1,  wi th   the  door  p a r t i a l l y   open ;  

F i g u r e   3  shows  a  d e t a i l   of  the  u n d e r s i d e   of  the   door  of  the  c o n t a i n e r  

shown  in  F igures   1  and  2;  a n d  

F i g u r e s   4  and  5  show  an  edge  and  a  p lan   view  r e s p e c t i v e l y   of  the  k e y  

for   the  c o n t a i n e r   of  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n .  

R e f e r r i n g   to  F igu re s   I  and  2  of  the  d rawings ,   t h e r e   is  shown  a  

c o n t a i n e r   of  the  type  s u i t a b l e   for  d i s p e n s i n g   r o l l e d   web  m a t e r i a l ,  

such  as  t o i l e t   t i s s u e .   The  c o n t a i n e r   compr ises   a  hous ing  10,  h a v i n g  

at   i t s   upper  end  an  a p e r t u r e   12  t h r o u g h   which  the  paper   r o l l s   can  b e  

loaded  in to   the  hous ing   10.  The  paper   is  d i s p e n s e d   through  a n  

opening  14  at  the  lower  end  of  the  hous ing   10 .  

For  the  sake  of  hyg iene   and  a p p e a r a n c e ,   the  l oad ing   a p e r t u r e   12  i s  

c l o s a b l e   by  a  door  16,  p i v o t a l l y   connec ted   to  the  hous ing  10  along  a n  

axis   18  aloug  one  edge  of  the   a p e r t u r e   12,  and  swingable   between  a n  

open  p o s i t i o n   (F igure   1)  in  which  the  hous ing   can  be  loaded,   and  a  

c losed   p o s i t i o n ,   in  which  i t   c o m p l e t e l y   shuts   o f f   the  a p e r t u r e   12.  

More  i m p o r t a n t l y ,   however ,   in  o rder   to  r ende r   the  housing  10 

t h i e f - p r o o f ,   the  door  16  is  r e l e a s a b l y   l o c k a b l e   in  i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n ,   by  means  of  a  c l o s u r e .  

The  c l o s u r e   comprises   a  p l u r a l i t y ,   t h r e e   in  the  i l l u s t r a t e d  

embodiments,   of  l a t c h e s   20,  21,  which  are  i n t e r - e n g a g e a b l e ,   when  t h e  

door  16  is  in  i t s   c l o sed   p o s i t i o n ,   w i th   abutment   means  compris ing  a  

l ip   or  wall  22.  The  wa l l   22  forms  one  the  f l anks   of  a  U-shaped  

channel   member  25  which  is  secured   to  one  wal l   of  the  housing  10,  s o  

t h a t   the  wal l   22  is  spaced  j u s t   below  the  a p e r t u r e   12  of  the  h o u s i n g  

10.  The  l a t c h e s   20,  21  a re   secured   to  the  door  16,  and  are  s p a c e d  

a p a r t   and  g e n e r a l l y   m u t u a l l y   a l i g n e d .   They  are   d i sposed   a d j a c e n t  



the  f r ee   edge  26  of  the  door  16  which  is  remote  from  the  h inge  a x i s  

18  along  which  the  door  16  is  p i v o t e d   on  the  hous ing .   Each  of  t h e  

l a t c h e s   20,  21  is  of  g e n e r a l l y   hooked-shaped   c r o s s - s e c t i o n ,   having  a n  

i n c l i n e d   p o r t i o n   28  and  a  nose  30.  The  l a t c h e s   are  made  of  a  

r e s i l i e n t   m a t e r i a l ,   e .g .   a  tough  p l a s t i c s   m a t e r i a l   such  as  ny lon ,   a n d  

are   b i a s s e d   so  t h a t   t h e i r   noses   30  are  urged  in  the  d i r e c t i o n   of  t h e  

f r ee   edge  26  of  the  door  16.  In  use,   as  the  door  16  is  c l o s e d ,   t h e  

i n c l i n e d   p o r t i o n s   28  of  the  l a t c h e s   20,  21  engage  the  f ree   edge  o f  

the  wal l   22,  u rg ing   the  l a t c h e s   towards  the  door  hinge  18,  u n t i l   t h e  

noses  30  of  the  l a t c h e s   pass  the  wal l   22  and  snap  in to   engagemen t  
u n d e r n e a t h   the  wal l   22.  In  t h i s   p o s i t i o n ,   the  door  is  locked  in  i t s  

c losed   p o s i t i o n .   The  door  16  is   opened  by  s l i d i n g l y   i n s e r t i n g   a  k e y  
40  (F igu re s   4  and  5)  in  a  d i r e c t i o n   of  the  arrow  A  (F igure   1)  t h r o u g h  

an  opening  32  in  the  s ide   wa l l   of  the  hous ing   10  in to   the  c h a n n e l  

member 25.  To  f u r t h e r   s a f e g u a r d   the  c o n t a i n e r   a g a i n s t   t h i e v i n g ,   t h e  

c l o s u r e   is  a r r anged   so  t h a t   a  r e a d i l y   a v a i l a b l e   implement  such  as  a  

n a i l   f i l e   or  p e n c i l   would  not  be  able   to  act   as  the  key  to  unlock  t h e  

door  16.  A c c o r d i n g l y ,   the  l a t c h e s   20,  21  are  not  d i sposed   so  t h a t  

they  are   f u l l y   a x i a l l y   a l i g n e d   but  i n s t e a d   are  s t a g g e r e d   (F igure   3 )  

with  one  of  the  l a t c h e s   21  be ing   spaced  s l i g h t l y   f u r t h e r   from  t h e  

f ree   edge  26  of  the  door  than  the  o the r   two  l a t c h e s   20.  The  a b u t m e n t  

means,  in  the  form  of  the  wal l   22  is  of  complementary  shape  to  t h e  

a r rangement   of  the  l a t c h e s ,   so  t h a t   a l l   the  l a t c h e s   20,  21  w i l l   b e  

engaged  b e n e a t h   the  wall   22  when  the  door  is  c losed .   Thus,  the  w a l l  

22  compr ises   a  p o r t i o n   23  which  ex tends   for  a p p r o x i m a t e l y   t w o - t h i r d s  

of  i t s   l e n g t h ,   and  a  p o r t i o n   24,  ex t end ing   for  the  o the r   t h i r d .   The  

p o r t i o n s   23,  24  act   r e s p e c t i v e l y   as  the  abutment  means  f o r  

i n t e r - e n g a g e m e n t   wi th   the  l a t c h e s   20,  2 1 .  

The  key  40  is  g e n e r a l l y   s p a t u l a - s h a p e d   and  comprises   u n l o c k i n g  

s u r f a c e s   42,  44  which  l i e   in  p l a n e s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   but  s p a c e d  

from  one  a n o t h e r ,   the  s u r f a c e   44  being  on  a  U-shaped  bead  46 

ex tend ing   around  the  edge  at  one  end  of  the  key.  The  key  f u r t h e r  



compr ises   an  i n t e g r a l   hand le   48,  i t s   e x t e n t   being  def ined   b y  

s h o u l d e r s   50  on  each  edge  of  the  k e y .  

The  opening  32  in  the   hous ing   wall   is  U-shaped,   the  a rms  o f   w h i c h  

U-shaped  opening  a re   adap ted   to  r e c e i v e   the  bead  46.  The  opening  32  

p r o v i d e s   a  l i m i t e d   a cce s s   to  the  channel   member  25  and  by  p r e v e n t i n g  

the  i n s e r t i o n   of  a  u s e r ' s   f i nge r   to  the  channel   member,  t h e  

t h i e f - p r o o f   q u a l i t i e s   of  the  c o n t a i n e r   are  f u r t h e r   enhanced.   The 

opening  32  is  f l u s h   wi th   the  c o n t a i n e r   w a l l ,   so  t ha t   the  c o n t a i n e r  

can  be  kep t   c l ean   and  t h e r e f o r e   h y g i e n i c .   As  wel l   as  a c t i n g   as  a  

l i m i t e d   access   means,   the  opening  32  ensu re s   t h a t   the  key  i s  

c o r r e c t l y   i n s e r t e d -   i n t o   the  channel   member  24.  The  opening  f u r t h e r  

a c t s  t o   l o c a t e   p o s i t i v e l y   the  key  in  the  channel   member  25  wh i l e   i t  

is  be ing  s l i d   t h e r e a l o o g .  

The  key  is  i n s e r t e d   t h rough   the  opening  32  wi th   i t s   bead  46  f a c i n g  

toward  the  i n t e r i o r   of  the  housing  10,  so  t h a t   the  bead  can  b e  

r e c e i v e d   th rough   the   U-shaped  opening  32.  The  key  is  s l i d   along  t h e  

channel   member  25  which  guides   the  key,  u n t i l   the  shou lde r s   50  a b u t  

the  ou t e r   s u r f a c e   of  the  hous ing ,   at  which  po in t   the  key  is  f u l l y  

home.  In  t h i s   p o s i t i o n   of  the  key  w i t h i n   the  channel   member  25,  t h e  

un lock ing   s u r f a c e s   42  and  44  of  the  key  40  are  f l u sh   with  the  f r e e  

edges  of  p o r t i o n s   23  and  24  r e s p e c t i v e l y   of  the  wall   22.  As  the  k e y  

moves  i n t o   the  channe l   member  25  i t s   s u r f a c e   42  moves  pas t   l a t c h   21  

w i t h o u t   d i s e n g a g i n g   i t   from  benea th   the  p o r t i o n   24  of  the  wa l l   2 2 ,  

but   su r face  .42   u rges   the  two  l a t c h e s   20  a g a i n s t   t h e i r   b ias   and  away 
from  under   the  p o r t i o n   23  of  the  w a l l ,   w h i l s t   the  su r f ace   44  e n g a g e s  
the  l a t c h   21  to  urge   i t   in  the  d i r e c t i o n   o p p o s i t e   i t s   b ias   d i r e c t i o n  

out  from  under  p o r t i o n   24  of  the  wal l   22.  Thus,  once  the  key  40  i s  

f u l l y   home,  a l l   t h r e e   l a t c h e s   20,  21  are  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   r e l e a s e d .  

For  e a s e  o f   i n s e r t i o n   of  the  key  40,  the  key  is  p rovided   wi th   a  

camming  s u r f a c e   52  a t   i t s   end  remote  from  the  key  head  48  and  wi th   a  



s u r f a c e   54  at  the  s t a r t   of  the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e   44,  wi th   r e s p e c t   t o  

the  d i r e c t i o n   of  i n s e r t i o n .   The  camming  s u r f a c e s   52  and  54  

r e s p e c t i v e l y   engage  cam  s u r f a c e s   56  and  58  on  the  l a t c h e s   20  and  2 1 ,  

thus  f a c i l i t a t i n g   the  un lock ing   a c t i o n .  

C l e a r l y ,   the  i n v e n t i o n   is  not  l i m i t e d   to  the   embodiment  d e s c r i b e d .  

I t   would  be  p o s s i b l e   to  have  only  two  l a t c h e s ,   or  more  than  t h r e e .  

I t   would  a l so   be  p o s s i b l e   to  a r r a n g e   some  of  the  l a t c h e s   on  t h e  

hous ing   and  some  on  the  door  wi th   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   abutment  means  b e i n g  

d i sposed   on  the  door  and  hous ing  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  



1.  A  c o n t a i n e r   having  an  a p e r t u r e   t h e r e i n   p r o v i d i n g   access   to  t h e  

i n t e r i o r   of  the   c o n t a i n e r ,   a  door  c l o s i n g   the  a p e r t u r e ,   and  c l o s u r e  

means  fo r   r e l e a s a b l y   s e c u r i n g   the  door  in  i t s   c l o s e d   p o s i t i o n ;   t h e  

c l o s u r e   means  compr i s ing   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  l a t c h e s   adapted   f o r  

i n t e r - e n g a g e m e n t   w i th   abutment   means  when  the  door  is  in  i t s   c l o s e d  

p o s i t i o n ,   an  e l o n g a t e   key  p rov ided   wi th   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  u n l o c k l a g  

s u r f a c e s   which  a re   mu tua l l y   s t a g g e r e d   r e l a t i v e   to  the  l o n g i t u d i n a l  

ax is   of  t he   key,  and  key  gu ide   means  p rov ided   on  sa id   c o n t a i n e r ;   t h e  

key  be ing   movable  along  sa id   a x i s ,   guided  by  s a id   guid ing   means,  to  a  

p o s i t i o n   where in   the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   a re   o p e r a b l e   to  d e f l e c t  

r e s p e c t i v e   l a t c h e s   from  engagement  with  the  abutment   means  to  e n a b l e  

the   door  to  be  o p e n e d .  

2.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  Claim  1,  whe re in   the  door  i s  

p i v o t a l l y   mounted  a d j a c e n t   a  f i r s t   edge  t h e r e o f   and  wherein  t h e  

l a t c h e s   a re   s u p p o r t e d   on  the  door  a d j a c e n t   to  and  g e n e r a l l y   a r r a n g e d  

a long  a  second  f r ee   edge  t h e r e o f .  

3.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  Claim  I  or  2,  where in   the  a b u t m e n t  

means  c o m p r i s e s   a  w a l l  s u p p o r t e d   on  the   i n s i d e   of  the   c o n t a i n e r   a n d  

e x t e n d i n g   in  l e n g t h   g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to  the  f i r s t   and  second  e d g e s  

of  the   d o o r .  

4 .   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  Claim  3,  whe re in   the  l a t c h e s  

compr i se   r e s i l i e n t   e lements   w h i c h ,  a s   the  door  is   c lo sed ,   a r e  

d e f l e c t e d   p a s t   the  wal l   such  t h a t   at  l e a s t   a  p a r t   of  the  r e s i l i e n t  

e l e m e n t s   t hen   engages  the  s ide   wal l   remote   from  the  a p e r t u r e   so  as  t o  

lock   the   d o o r .  

5  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c l a im  wherein   a n  

opening   i s   p r o v i d e d   in  the   c o n t a i n e r   whereby  the   key  is  i n s e r t e d   i n t o  

the  g u i d e  



means  the  opening  be ing   c o n f i g u r e d   so  as  to  r e q u i r e   c o r r e c t  

o r i e n t a t i o n   of  the   k e y .  

6.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  Clain   5,  whe re in   at   l e a s t   some  o f  

the  l a t c h e s   are  m u t u a l l y   s t a g g e r e d   so  t h a t   t hose   l a t c h e s   f u r t h e r   f r o m  

the  opening  are  d i s p o s e d  n e a r e r   to  the  f ree   edge  of  the  d o o r .  

7.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  Claim  6,  where in   the  p r o f i l e   of  t h e  

wal l   and  of  the  key  a re   s t a g g e r e d   in  complementary   f a s h i o n   to  t h e  

l a t c h e s   such  t h a t   when  the  key  is  f u l l y   i n s e r t e d   in  the  guide   means 

the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   become  f l u sh   with  the  f r ee   edge  of  the   w a l l .  

8 . .   A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c la im  where in   t h e  

guide   means  compr i ses   a  U-shaped  channel   mounted  on  the  i n s i d e   of  t h e  

c o n t a i n e r   and  e x t e n d i n g   a d j a c e n t   an  edge  of  the  a p e r t u r e ;   t h e  

abutment   means  c o m p r i s i n g   a  wal l   of  said  channel   and  where in   o n  

i n s e r t i n g   the  key  i n t o   the  channel   the  l a t c h e s   are   urged  out  of  t h e  

channel   by  the  u n l o c k i n g   s u r f a c e s   and  are  r e l e a s e d   from  engagement  

wi th   the  channel   w a l l .  

9.  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  any  p r eced ing   c la im,   where in   e a c h  

un lock ing   s u r f a c e   on  the  key  is  p r eceeded ,   in  i t s   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

o p e r a b l e   movement,  by  a  cam  s u r f a c e   engageab le   wi th   a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

cam  s u r f a c e   on  the  or  each  l a t c h   i t   is  o p e r a b l e   to  r e l e a s e .  

10  A  c o n t a i n e r   as  c la imed  in  any  p r e c e d i n g   c la im  compr i s ing   a  

d i s p e n s e r   for  web  m a t e r i a l ,   the  d i s p e n s e r   having  an  a p e r t u r e   t h r o u g h  

which  m a t e r i a l   may  be  loaded  in to   the  d i s p e n s e r ,   and  a  d o o r  

r e l e a s a b l y   secured   by  the  c l o s u r e   means  to  c l o s e   sa id   a p e r t u r e .  

11.  A  c o n t a i n e r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n   wi th   r e f e r e n c e   t o  

the  acccompanying  d r a w i n g s .  
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