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This invention relates to new and useful im-

provements and structural refinements in shelf -

construction, and the principal object of the in-
vention is to provide a rack, which in the nature
of an attachment, may be applied to conven-
tional shelves in grocery stores, drug stores, or
the like, for the purpose of accommodating and
displaying small items of merchandise.

In this connection it is to be noted that con-
ventional shelves are usually widely spaced to
accommodate merchandise items of substantial
height. In many instances, the shelf spacing
exceeds considerably the height of the merchan-
dise thereon, and under such circumstances the
instant rack attachment may be applied to the
shelves for the purpose of accommodating small
items of merchandise which would otherwise
unnecessarily waste the limited amount of space
on the shelves themselves.

An important feature of the instant invention
resides in its structural arrangement which per-
mits it to be readily applied to a conventional
shelf without interfering with the placing or re-
moval of merchandise on the shelf, while an-
other important feature of the instant device
lies in the arrangement of its merchandise sup-
porting ledges, which facilitates displaying of
the merchandise at the proper angle and eye
level.

With the above more important objects and
features in view and such other objects and
features as may become apparent as this speci-
fication proceeds, the invention consists essen-
tially of the arrangement and construction of
parts as illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a shelf structure, showing the invention applied
to one of the shelves;

Figure 2 is a fragmentary sectional detail,
taken substantially in the plane of the line 2—2
in Figure 1, and

Pigure 3 is a fragmentary sectional detail,
similar to that shown in Figure 2, but illus-
trating a modified embodiment of the invention.

1ike characters of reference are employed to
designate like parts in the specification and
throughout the general views.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings
in detail, the invention comprises a rack attach-
ment which is designated generally by the ref-
erence character 10 and is adapted to be applied
to the front edge portion of a conventional
shelf i2.

The rack attachment 10 is preferably formed
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from a single, elongated piece of material which
is angulated so as to afford a downwardly and
forwardly extending panel {4 provided at its
upper edge with a horizontal flange {6 for se-
curing to the shelf 12 by suitable fastening ele-
ments 18, while a forwardly and upwardly ex-
tending article supporting ledge 20 is provided
at the lower end of the panel {4, as shown.

A downwardly extending flange 22 is provid-
ed at the forward edge of the ledge 20, and a
substantially U-shaped extension 24 is provided
at the lower edge of the flange 22, this extension
including vertically spaced upper and lower walls,
26 and 28, respectively, and a connecting back
wall 30, as is clearly shown in Figure 2.

When in use, the lower wall 28 affords a sup-
porting ledge for suitable merchandise as in-
dicated as 32, while additional merchandise
items 34 may be positioned on the ledge 20 so
that they rest against the panel {4 in an in~
clined position. It is to be noted that the rack
attachment 10 is so arranged that it does not
interfere with the placing or removal of regu-
lar merchandise items 36 on the shelf under-
neath that to which the invention is applied.

Referring now to the modified embodiment of
the invention shown in Figure 3, the same in-
cludes an article supporting ledge 20e, a panel
i4g¢ and a mounting flange (6a which is se-
cured by fasteners i8a to the shelf i2a, as in
the embodiment already described. However,
the modified embodiment is provided at the for-
ward edge of the ledge 20e¢ with a downturned
flange 40 which is doubled upon itself so as to
extend upwardly as at 42, terminating in a
downturned bead 44, the latter being disposed
above the ledge 20a to sustain merchandise items
on the latter.

While in the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred embodiment of this
invention, it is to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention as claimed.

Having described the
claimed ag new is:

1. A rack attachment for shelves, comprising
a rearwardly inclined panel adapted at its up-
per edge for securing to a shelf, a forwardly in-
clined article supporting ledge provided at the
lower edge of said panel, a downturned flange
provided at the forward edge of said ledge, and
a substantially U-shaped extension provided at
the lower edge of said flange and including ver-
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tically spaced upper and lower walls and a back References Cited in the file of this patent
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wall of said extension affording a second ar-

ticle supporting ledge.
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