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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Jouy K. NORGORD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rock-
dale, in " the county of Dane and State of
Wisco_nsin. have invented tertain new and
useful . Improvements in Letter - Boxes, .of
which the i‘:)]lowing is a specification. '
This invention relstes to letter-boxes for
rural routes, and has for its object to provide
a box of this kind with a receptacle for the
oing mail, which receptacle is connected

it will be drawn out when said door is opened,
thus exposing the mail matter which is to be
collected and thereby insuring its collection.
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1isa
erspective view showing the box closed.
ig. 2 is a longitudinal section. - Fig.' 3is a
Fig. 4'is a plan view of the
en, the top being shown bioken away.

box o
notes a rectangular box having at one end a
door 6 provided with a handle’7. The door
is hinged at 8 to the bottom of the box sothat,
it will swing downwardly when it is opened. '
On the outside of the door is swivdled as in-
dicated &t 9 a stem 10 carrying a visual
signal device 11, and to the top of the box is
pivoted a catch to engage said stem for hold-
wmg it erect when the door is closed. The
catch comprises a pair of spring-fingers 12
between which the stem is placed. " Upon
removing the stem from between said fingers
the signal device can be swung downwardly
to.indicate to the owner of the box the pres- -
ence of mail matter therein. - The signal
device is raised by the owner of the box if it
contains mail matter to be collected ~and it
islowered if the box is empty thus i.néfcatin‘g
of the box. When
the door is closed and ths stem is held erect
by the catch, said parts also serve.to hold the
door closed.  One of the spring fingers has a
which engages the door
swung down as stated. CoL
To the side walls of the box on the inside
thereof are secured brackets 13 on which is |
slidably mounted a shelf 14 which receives
the mail matter to be collected by the car-
The shelf is connected by links 15 to

-spring to the shelf.

- to indicate to-the owner of the box ¢

door is opened the shelf is withdrawn from
the box, whereby the mail matter on the shelf
will be exg‘osed to the carrier'to insure its col-
lection. - The connection betiveen thélinks 15
and the shelf 14 is made by means of ears 16
projecting from the bottom of the shelf, and
these ears are located between the brackets
13 in order that said brackets may also serve
as stops for limiting the movement of the
door and the shelf, the front bracket 13 pre-
venting the door from being swung open too
far, and the rear bracket 13 limiting the
closing. movement of the door.
carries a looped spring 17 for holding the
mail matter thereon. The front énd of the
shelf is made recessed as indicated at 18 and
the looged portion 19 of the spring extends
across this recess which arrangement enables
the spring to be more readily taken hold of
and lifted to remove the mail from the shelf,
and it also enables the carrier to more read-
ily grasp the mail matter clamped by said
The.shelf and the spring
holding money, stamps,
to the carrier.. By con-

can also be used for
etc., to be delivered
nectin,

scribe(% the mail matter, ete., carried by the
shelf will be exposed when the door is opened
so that the carrier cannot fail to see the
same.. When' the door is closed the shelf is

thus leaving the mail matter high and dry in
all kinds ofg weather. The box is simple in
construction - and operation and- can jbe
cheaply manufactured. It has.no ‘compli-
cateé) parts to get out of order, and will be at
all times.in iproper condition for use. .

In use, the outgoing mail is deposited in
the box by the owner thereof 'a,ndp
6 is closed and the si
the position shown in'Fig. 1, thus indicating
to-tﬁe carrier that the box contains mail to
be collected. The box is opened by remov-
ing the stem 10 from between the spring fin-
gers 12 and swinging the signal device down-
wardly, after which the door can ‘be opened

and the outgoing madil collected. The car-

rier then deposits in the box the mail matter
for the owner thereof and closes the door, the
signal. device being left in lowered position

ence of mail matter therein. If no ma,il.is
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- deposited by thd carrier he will raise the sig- | and a connection between the she& and the

nal device to indicate that fact to the cwner door. 10
of the box. . - , _ In testimony whereof I affix my 51gna,ture,
I claim: in presence of two witnesses. «
‘5 The combmamon with a mail-box and its . JOHN E. NURGORD.
“door, brackets inside the box, a shelf slidably Witnesses:
- mounted on the bmckets a sto projaction C. 0. ANDERSON,
on the shelf working betmeen the brackets, Orro ONSTAD.



