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The present invention relates to latch covering means 
and is more particularly directed to a mounting means 
for a glass panel disposed in protective relation to a latch 
operating means. W 

In providing certain emergency equipment, such as 
first-aid supplies, fire hoses and the like, it is desirable 
that the cabinet containing the emergency equipment be 
provided with some means for discouraging unnecessary 
tampering with the cabinet and its contents. Consequent 
ly, the door to the cabinet is often constructed so that a 
glass panel must be broken to gain access to means for 
opening the door to gain access to the equipment in the 
cabinet. 
The primary objects of the present invention are to 

provide an improved means for mounting a glass panel 
in covering relation to a cabinet door latch operating 
means; to provide a glass panel mounting means which 
permits, by means of a special tool, removal of the glass 
panel without breaking it, for purposes of inspection and 
the repair or replacement of the equipment in the cabinet; 
to provide a glass panel mounting means which affords 
easy removal of the glass fragments when it is necessary 
to break the glass to gain access to the latch covered 
thereby, to provide means for mounting a glass panel of 
the type described in generally flush relation to the cabinet 
door; and to generally provide a simplified, inexpensive, 
improved mounting means for placing a glass panel in 
covering relation to a recessed door latch handle. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent as 
the disclosure progresses with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fire hose cabinet 
adaptable to utilization of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary, perspective view 
of the fire hose cabinet door, showing the glass panel 
mounted in covering relation to the latch operating handle. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view, illustrating the 
latch in the cabinet-closed position. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view of the glass panel 
mounting taken along the line 4-4 in Figure 2. 
The provision of emergency equipment for use in the 

event of accidents, fires and the like, often requires that 
the containers for such equipment be provided with means 
for discouraging access thereto, other than in times of 
emergency. A readily breakable glass covering for the 
cabinet door latch is one of the usual means employed 
to discourage tampering with the emergency equipment. 
As shown in the drawings, the present invention is 
directed to means including an improved mounting for 
a breakable cover for a door latch or the like. 
The present invention is illustrated in connection with 

a fire hose cabinet 1, which is preferably made of sheet 
metal and includes a flange 2 extending laterally out 
Wardly from the front edge of each of its side walls for 
mounting the cabinet in a wall recess. A door 3 is hinged 
as indicated at 4 to one of the side wall flanges 2, the hinge 
being preferably of the continuous "piano type' hinge so 
that the edges of the door will register accurately with 
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the outer edges of the flanges 2. A fire hose 5, which 
is collapsible to flat form and folded back and forth on 
itself, is supported on the door 3 by a pair of shelf brackets 
6 and 6' which include retaining flanges 7 and 7' disposed 
in spaced relation to the door to hold the foided hose 
therebetween. A nozzle 8 is attached to one end of the 
hose and the other end portion 5' extends to a water faucet 
9 inside the cabinet for attachment thereto by means of 
a threaded coupling 10. The ilustrated knock-out por 
tions 11 and 12 in the side walls of the cabinet provide 
for alternate positions of the water faucet 9. 
As shown particularly in Figure 3, the door 3 is pro 

vided with a spring latch 13 having a plunger or locking 
part 15 which is normally resiliently urged outwardly by 
a spring 14 to a locking position behind the flange 2, 
said locking part 15 extending to such locking positions 
through an opening 16 provided in the side wall of the 
cabinet. The spring latch 3 further includes a ring 
handle 17 having a lug extension 18, pivoted as indicated 
at 9, for engagement with the locking part 15 for effecting 
a releasing movement of the later from behind the 
flange 2. 
The operating handle or ring 7 is disposed within a 

recessed portion 20 of the cabinet door 3 which receives 
the ring in flush relation with the outer face of the door. 
The portion of the recess 20 adjacent the locking part 15 
includes an opening affording entry of the lug 18 for con 
nection with the locking part 15. For housing the locking 
part 15 and the biasing spring 14, there is provided a 
tubular or U-shaped housing member 21 having an angu 
larly disposed end flange 22, said housing 2 being fixed, 
as by welding, to the back of the door 3. The side walls 
of the housing 21 provide a mounting means for opposite 
ends of the pivot pin 49. The wall which includes the 
fiange extension 22 has an intermediate portion thereof 
partially punched out to provide an inwardly extending 
ear 23. 
The rear or inner portion of the locking part 15 is pref 

erably hollow and includes a forward wall 24 and a rear 
ward wall 25 of relatively shorter depth. The forward 
wall 24 together with the ear 23 formed in the housing 21 
provides a support for opposite ends of a suitable biasing 
means, Such as the spring 14, for urging the locking part 
outwardly or toward the edge of the door. The rear 
Ward Wall 25 is disposed for engagement with the free 
end portion of the lug 18 on the ring handle 17 so that 
outward movement of the latter effects a retraction of 
the locking part 15 within its housing 21. 

In order that inward movement of the ring 17 will be 
limited Sufficiently to maintain space in which to grasp 
the ring, the latter is also provided with a pair of lugs 26 
which extend in the direction of the inner wall of the 
recess 20. These lugs are preferably disposed at the top 
and bottom of the ring 7 to provide a free space between 
the ring and the recess inner wall at the side opposite 
the pivot 19. 

For deterring any mischievous or unnecessary opening 
of the cabinet, there is provided a frangible panel covering 
for the latch handle 17, preferably in the form of a break. 
able glass plate 27. The recessed position of the handle 
17 permits the glass plate 27 to be placed directly against 
the other surface of the door 3 and it is held in such posi 
tion by upper and lower brackets 28 and 29, respectively. 
One of the brackets (28 in this instance) is permanently 
attached to the door, as by welding, and the other bracket 
is removably attached as by a socket head screw 30. 

Each of the brackets 28 and 29 include a socket or 
recess 31 and the brackets are disposed on opposite sides 
of the ring handle 17 with their recesses facing each other 
in position for supporting the glass panel 27 therebetween. 
The screw 30 affixing the lower bracket 29 to the cabinet 
door 3 is preferably of a type which requires for opera 
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tion, a tool which is not usually at hand, one example of 
such a screw being one having a hexagonal-socket 32 and 
requiring a more or less special tool for removing the 
screw. In this way the glass panel 27 is not readily re 
moved and must either be broken or removed by use of 
a speciali toolto gain access to the latchhandle 7. . Con 
sequently, while affording access to the latch handle 57 
withoutbreaking-the-glass, for purposes of inspection and 
the like, the described structure does deter unnecessary 
tampering with the contents of the cabinet. 

It is seen, therefore, that the present invention, as 
embodied in the ilustrated structure, provides a simple 
and economical safety cover for a door latch, which is 
constructed and arranged to prevent normal opening other 
than by breaking a glass panel, while permitting access 
through the use of a special tool not generally carried by 
persons who might be tempted to tamper with the latch 
but who hesistate to break the glass panel. Further, 
there is provided a glass safety cover which is substan 
tially flush with the door surface and, consequently, inn- : 
proves the general appearance of the door as well as 
eliminates the somewhat dangerous projection offered by 
the usual glass safety cover. Then too, the improved 
mounting means for the glass panel, which supports the 
glass on only two edges thereof, provides for safer removal 
of the broken glass than when the glass is enclosed on 
all four sides. Most of the broken glass will fall away 
from the cabinet door, since there is no recess of substan 
tial size for it to fall into, and the remaining fragments 
can be easily brushed out of the way. 

Although shown and described with respect to a par 
ticular embodiment, it is not intended to thereby limit the 
invention, since-other modifications and usages might well 
be employed without departing from the principles of the 
invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a cabinet door having a latch mechanism com 

prising a handle on the outside of the door and a fran 
gible panel covering said handle and adapted to be broken 
away to afford access to said handle, means for holding 
said panel in place comprising a pair of brackets respec 
tively associated with opposite marginal portions of said 
panel and secured to said door, said brackets having re 
cesses respectively receiving the entire lengths of the 
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respectively associated marginal panel portions, one of 
said brackets being displaceably secured to said door to 
permit displacement of such bracket to facilitate replace 
ment of said panel, the marginal portions of said fran 
gible panel intermediate said opposite marginal portions 
being free of attachment to said door so as to facilitate 
removal of a broken panel in order to make said handle 
freely accessible. 

2. A cabinet door having a latch-mechanism comprising 
a handle on the outside of the door, said door being pro 
vided with a recessed portion in which said handle fits 
without projecting beyond the main plane of the outside 
of the door, and a frangible panel seated against the out 
side of the door in covering relation to said handle and 
adapted to be broken away to afford access to said 
handle, means for holding said panel in place compris 
ing a pair of brackets respectively associated with opposite 
marginal portions of said panel and secured to said door, 
said brackets having recessed portions which cooperate 
with said door to form sockets which respectively receive 
the entire lengths of the respectively associated marginal 
panel portions, one of said bracekets being displaceably 
scured to said door to permit displacement of such bracket 
to facilitate replacement of said panel, the marginal por 
tions of said frangible panel intermediate said opposite 
marginal portions being free of attachment to said door 
so as to facilitate removal of a broken panel in order 
to make said handle freely accessible. 
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