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1 Claim.

This invention relates to demountable panel
installations and it has particular relation to
panel setting or leveling devices adapted to be
employed in store fronts, or the like,

One object of the invention is to provide an
improved setting device for equalizing forces to
which edge portions of a panel are subjected dur-
ing or after its installation.

Another object of the invention is to provide
an improved panel installation in which forces
applied to the edges of the panel are uniformly
distributed upon supporting means.

In mounting panels in store fronts, or other
types of windows, especially those in which heavy
sheet glass is employed, considerable forces are
imposed upon the panel edges, and the primary
features of this invention are embodied in g set-
ting device which is self-aligning along an edge
portion of the panel, and is also adjustable to
compensate for variations in size of different pan-
els. One form of setting device includes a sec-
tional block structure, in which opposing sec-
tional faces are inclined and provided with spac-
ing and pivoting means whereby one section
which is adapted to engage a panel edge can be
pivoted or locked upon the other section to adapt
itself to the differences in alignment of the edges
of the panel and surrounding supporting frame.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary elevation of a panel
and frame construction in which the invention
has been incorporated; Fig. 2 is a cross section,
on a larger scale, taken substantially along the
line IT-II of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a side elevation of
a sectional leveling or equalizing device; Figs. 4
and 5 are plans of complemental opposed faces
of sections of the device shown in Fig. 3; Fig. 6
is a side elevation of another form of equalizing
device; and Figs. 7 and 8 are plans of comple-
mental opposed faces of the sectiong of the de-
vice shown in Fig. 6.

In one arrangement in which the invention
has been incorporated, a panel 10 of translucent
material, such as glass, or the like, is supported
in a frame construction 12, which is provided
with a sheathing 13 forming a part of the frame
and secured thereto in a conventional manner.

Although various securing means preventing
displacement of a panel from a frame can be em-
ployed, a suitable form of such means is illus-
trated in the copending application of Edward F.
Toney et al.,, Serial No, 254,496, filed February
3, 1939. In this arrangement, demountable se-
curing clips 20, over which a cover strip or mold-
ing 22 is applied, are provided for maintaining
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the panel
frame,

The panel is carried along its lower edge upon
sectional setting or equalizing devices 28, each of
which includes an inner section 26 and an outer
section 271. If desirable, a pad or cushion 28 of
leather, rubber or the like, can be secured in a
groove 29 formed in the upper side of the sec-
tion 26. The upper side of the section 26 which
includes the cushion is thus directly engageable
with the edge of the panel. Opposed complemen-
tal surfaces 32 and 33 of the sections are inclined
with respect to the panel edge and the surround-
ing frame and are disposed in spaced relation.
The inner section 26 has a projection 35, the outer
end of which is enlarged in the form: of a head
36, normally fitted into one of a series of recesses
37 formed in the opposed face of the other sec-
tion. These openings are restricted adjacent the
surface 33 and thus maintain the head 38 therein
so long as the sections are not moved laterally
relative to each other. The length of the projec-
tion 39 is such that it spaces the opposed faces
and provides for pivotal or teetering action of
the inner section 26 upon the outer section 217.
There is thus formed a pivotal connection be-
tween the inner section 26 and the surrounding
frame and this pivotal connection compensates
for whatever differences or discrepancies there
may be in centering the panel in the frame and
also in response to pressure applied in setting
the edge of the panel upon the panel engaging
side of the inner section.. The plane surface of
the section 28§ conforms to the opposed edge sur-
face of the panel and the weight or other pres-
sure applied by the panel is equalized or uniform-
ly distributed along the engaging surfaces of the
panel edge. Inasmuch as the forces or weight
of the panel are uniformly distributed upon the
upper sides of the sections 28, the panel is pro-
tected from breakage or undesirable strains
which might otherwise occur.

The sheathing 13 is provided with an inwardly
turned flange 48 upon which one side of the panel
is abutted. Each clip 20 is provided with upper
and lower arms 42 and 43, together with a seat-
ing portion 44 integral therewith. The lower clip
arm 43 is in replicated form and includes a re--
silient section of doukle thickness extended in one
direction to provide a lip or flange 45 along its
marginal portion and is extended in the opposite
direction to form a hook or lip 46 that is insert-
able behind the lip 48. In assembling these ele-
ments, a flange 49 of the cover 22 is sprung un-
derneath the seating portion 44 of the clip 20.

i0 against displacement from the
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In the form of sectional block 25 shown in
Figs. 6, T and 8, the projection 3% does not have
an enlarged extremity and can be mounted di-
rectly in any of the secesses 37 formed in the
upper section. These recesses do not have re-
stricted entrances like those of the corresponding
recesses in the sections shown in Fig. 3.

Although practical construction illustrating the
invention has been shown and described in de-
tail, it will be apparent to those skilled in the
art that the invention is not so limited, but that
various changes can be made therein without
departing from the spirit of the invention or irom
the scope of the appended claim.

I claim:

In 2 store front construction having a vertical
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plate glass panel and a surrounding supporting
frame, a setting device including an inner block

section for engaging the panel edge, an outer

block section for engaging the frame, said sec-
tions having opposed surfaces disposed in.spaced
relation, one of said sections having a recess open-
ing toward the other section and said recess be-
ing restricted toward the section surface along
which it is formed, and a projection on said other
section having an enlarged portion disposed in
said recess but being too large to be withdrawn
through the restricted portion of the recess and
holding the sections in spaced and teetering re-
lation.
CLYDE J. BRISTOW.



