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4) Title: ROD ON RAIL POWER LIFTGATE DRIVE MECHANISM

(57) Abstract: A power liftgate drive assembly (10)
moves a liftgate (12) of a motor vehicle (14) between
an open position and a closed position. The power
liftgate assembly (10) is aligned along the side of the
motor vehicle (14). A liftgate rod (46) extends in a
generally vertical orientation between the power lifi-
gate drive assembly (10) and the liftgate (12). The
assembly (10) includes a base (24) that is fixedly se-
cured to the motor vehicle (14) near a load floor (22).
A guide (28) extends upwardly from the base (24).
The guide (28) extends along the side of the motor
vehicle (14) and is disposed adjacent the liftgate (12)
when the liftgate (12) is in the closed position. A lift-
gate carriage (40) is connected to the guide (28). The
lifigate carriage (40) slides along the guide (28). The
liftgate rod (46) is pivotally connected between the
liftgate carriage (40) and the liftgate (12). The liftgate
rod (46) translates the linear movement of the liftgate
carriage (40) into the pivotal movement of the liftgate
(12) to move the liftgate (12) between the open and
closed positions.
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