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My device belongs to the class of tele 
phone instrument indicators which will en 
able the number and station to be designated 
by the insertion of movable slips in a frame 
that is inserted in a telephone instrument 
holder. As is well known, the installer often 
cannot know, until the instrument is installed, 
the number and sometimes the exchange to 
which the instrument he is installing is to 
be connected. Consequently the use of a 
frame, insertible in the holder, in which the 
number can be built up from numbered slips 
has become a regular part of the installer's equipment. 
My invention has reference to the parts 

that constitute the frame and their arrange 
ment and positioning whereby the entire con 
struction is cheapened and the assemblage 
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of the parts made easy and their formation 
simplified and made easy to produce in quan 
tities. 

Fig. 1 shows the entire device in the hold 
er. Fig.2 shows the front plate and insertible 
number slips. Fig. 3 is the back plate. Fig. 
4 is a view of the strip frame from which the 
middle plate is formed. Fig. 5 is a view 
of the strip from which the front plate is 
made. Fig. 6 is a view of the blank from 
which the back plate is made, and Fig. 7 
is a side elevation of the frame. 

Into a holder 1 is inserted the frame, 
marked as a whole, A. This frame has a 
front plate 2 that is usually blackened or col 
ored except the space 3 for the numbers and 
the space 4 for the exchange or other desig 
nation. This frame is of celluloid material. 
This blackened or colored surface is placed 
on the inner face of the front plate, the 
smooth surface of the plate being outside. 
This plate 2 is cut from the blank 20 shown 
in Fig. 5. 
The middle plate is formed from blank 21, 

which is cut as follows:-The strip 21 that 
furnishes the middle plate has the pair of 
apertures 9 and 10 separated from each other 
by the bridge 5, which may be repeated 
throughout the strip's length. The speed 
and ease with which this strip may be cut 
off is apparent. This strip may be cemented 
to the strip 20 with the bridge 5 parallel to 

and spaced approximately midway between 
the lindarkened areas 3 and 4. 
The third blank 22 is a strip narrower than 

the strip 20 and is cemented to the strip, 21 forming the middle plate, so that the bridge 
5 lies about midway between its side edges. 
Both the second and third strips are made, 
preferably, also of celluloid material. 
The compound strip is then cut through by 

a round cutting die, producing the frame 
shown in Figs, 1, 2 and 7. The position of 
this cut is indicated by the broken line m. 

All these operations may be done by hand 
or on a series of very simple machines. When 
they are completed, the frame is finished. 
The frame has two pockets d, d, each be 

tween the front plate 2 and the back plate 16. 
The bottom of each pocket is formed by the 
bridge 5 and their sides by the edges a, a, of 
the openings in the strip 21, which, when cut 
into the round shape, forms the H shaped 
middle plate. 
The back plate 16 which covers the entire 

width of the frame, but covers a portion only 
of its height, forms the back of the pocket. 
The frame has therefore a space b, b, which 
is not covered by the back plate, the edge c, c, 
of which forms the edge of the back of the 
pocket d. Into this space are inserted the 
strips 7 with the numbers on their ends, which 
rest at their ends against the bottom of the 
pocket d, formed by the edge of the bridge 5. 
After the strips7 have been inserted, they are 
trimmed off and the frame is inserted in the 
holder 1. 
The frame is completely enclosed in the 

holder, the darkened portion of the face plate 
is inside so that it will not be scratched by 
any ordinary usage. Either pocket may be 
filled by number strips or by a solid insert, 
or either pocket may be omitted. If a change 
of numbering is desired the extending of the 
ends of the insert strips outside of the pocket 
makes it very easy to remove and replace 
them. 

I claim :- 
1. In a frame for changeable number hold 

ers for telephone instruments, the combina 
tion of a front plate, of celluloid material, 
having its inner face darkened over a por 
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tion of its surface and undarkened portions 
for display of the numbers, a middle plate 
having a pocket forming an opening therein, 
a portion of the first plate forming the front 
wall of the pocket, and a rear plate extending . 
across said plates and forming the rear wall 
of said pocket, said rear plate being less in 
height than the other two plates and leav 
ing bare portions of the front plate beyond 
the opening of said pocket. 

2. The art of making a frame for change 
able numbers for telephone instruments, 
which comprises forming a series of three 
strips of celluloid material, one of them hav 
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ing a surface with a darkened area co-exten 
sive with the dark area of the frame, a second 
of them having cut therein two openings sep 
arated from each other by a narrow band of 
the constituent material, and a third strip be 
ing of a width substantially less than the 
width of the opaque area, and then super 
posing and cementing these strips together, 
with the side of the first strip having the 
darkened area cemented against the second 
strip, the said narrow band extending sub 
stantially diametrically across the darkened 
area of the first strip, and then cementing the 
third strip to the second strip so that its 
edges are substantially parallel to said band 
and lie Within the border of the dark area 
and then cutting through the strips so ce 
mented around the darkened area, forming a 
frame. 
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