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"9 “Claims,

. “This invention relates to fabric edee-folding
and pressingmachines adapted to form snd press
pateh pockets.

_.In the prior art, various types of machines for
the purpose of ‘Torming patch pockets have been
eiployed. “Each of such priorart machines; hiow-
ever, has.required the constant sttention of and
Inanual pressure to be exerted by an operator dur-
ingthe operations of clamping of the work-blank,
forming and pressing, some of these ‘machines re-
quiring the constant use, during such operations,
af both hands 6f the operator-while others retqtire
the i1se of one hand to hold down an operating
hardle till operation of 4 foot treadle which must
then be subjected to contintious manual pressure
by -the operator in the pressing operstion. Tn
both cases, the. actuating parts sre arranzed to
_Automatically. return to initial position pon Ye-
lease of such manuaj pressure by the sperator and
he ds-required to .apply such contiguots manusl
pressure in-order to rétain the parts in such oper-
ating position. during the complete operation ot
the -machine, including clamping, forming and
pressing. In. such prior. art machihes, therefors,
the. operator is restricted to the operation of a
single machine - during each entire or comiplete
operation thereof. = =

-One of the objects of this invention i, in a mig-
chine of the type specified, to provide mechanism
whereby the operator Will be relieved From apply-
ing pressure continuously durifig the pressing op=
eration and will consequently be freed from con-
stant aftentlance on i single machine, thus en-
abling_ the operator to perform other work, such
as operation of one or more additional machines
Successively,  during. the time required “for the
pressing operation. : ) ,

Another “object of my -invention s, in-a mg-
¢hine of the type specified, to provide edge-fold-
ing and clamping means, and mechanism (oper-
able immediately upon completion of the clamp-
Ing and edge-folding operations) for'moving the
pressing elements of the. machine into pressing
position and to conibine ‘therewith means, toper-
tible ponh movemerit of the pressingelements ifito
bréssing position) for automatically latching the
machine in such pressing position; thus saving
“the time of the operator heretofore employed in
applying coristant manual pressure during sich
pressing operation: ’

* Aniother object-of my inivention is'to provide in
& machine of the character specified, 5 double=
acting cam operable during a single’ depressing
movenent of 4 treadle to move or operdte in-sie-
cessive sequence (1) an edge=folding ang Work=

blank clamping mechanisin and (2) the pressing
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Tever to apply pressure to the work-biznk wnd to
combine with said double<cam and mechanist a
releasdble latehing device adapted to automati
cally engage and to retain said pressing 1evér ih
its. pressing position untit subsequently released,
thus holding: said lever in pressing position to
Tree the operator froim further mannally pressing
thereon and from uttendance -on ‘the machitie
during the time period required for the pressing
operation. - L e
_'Still another object of this invention 1s, in & dé-
wvice of the type specified, to - provide mechanism
‘whereby the manual pressure; which in the tper-
ation of ‘the machine is necessarily applied-to the
irohing or Pressing plate, will be applied svenly
and uniformly to said ironing plate 50 as to catise
Dbressure t6" be likewiss npplied unifornily ‘and
evenly iy said plate on the work-biavk. -

Still -another object of this invention is, th &
machine of the type specified, toprovide tnproved
means.for guiding in a positive marines the edge-
folditig and return movements of ‘the edge-told-
Ing plates and for reducing the Iriction wsusily
encountéred in such ‘movéiment of - thiese plites
where cam slots and stids are eniployed, stid also
Lor avolding the possibility 6t sticking or jatniitiy
ol these plates it operatio. - » oL

‘With these and othér objéctsin View, the inveti-
tion comprises the -combination of members and
arrangeinent of . parts so combined gs t6 co-act
and cooperate with each other in the performiance
of the functions and. the accomplishment.6f the
results herein contemplated, and -comprises in. e
of its adaptations the species.or preferred form
llustrated in. the acéompanying Arawings, Ih
which: -

Fig.-11s a view in side €levation
with the-clamping
raised position; N ] L

Fig. 2 is-a central longitudinal section on the
line 22 of Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the
arrows; : . [

Fig. 3-is a. view in plan of the machine shown
In Figs. I.and 2 on the line 3—3.of Fig. 2, looking
in the direction of the arrows; B

Fig. 4 is a ifront elevation on the line 4-—4 of
Fig. 2, Jooking in the: direction of the arrows;

Fig. 5 is a section on'the line 55 of Fig:-1;
looking: in the direction: of the AYTOWS;: o - i

-Fig. 6 is a section on the line -§«<§ of Fig, i,
looking ini the direction of the-arrows; -~ - - -~
_Figs. 7 and 8 are fragmentary views of the
lztching and releasing mechinistn for releagably
engaging the operating léver of the bressing eles
mients to releasably retain the said Jever and said
pressing. elements in pressing position; - R

£ . of my mac'hine
plate and its operating leverin
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Fig. 9 is a fragmentary view showing the over-
lapping portions of our edge-folding plates;

Fig. 10 is a plan view of a work-blank before
folding; and

Fig. 11 is a similar view
after folding. -+ . : -

Referfing now to_these drawings, which.illus-
trate a preferred embodiment of my invention,

of the work-blank

the machine is suitably secured to the top of .

a table T and comprises a supporting frame 10

10

on which is mounted a base member Ii which; -

more particularly shown in Figs. 2 and 5, is’

provided with a relatively large opening 12 of
suitable size and shape to receive and have loosely
fitted thereinto an upwardly movable pressing or
ironing plate I3 which is preferably. of similar

shape and is adapted to be suitably heated as.

hereinafter more particularly specified. Said
opening 12 and plate I3 in the instant embodi-
‘ment of this invention are rectangular in shape
and are of sufficient size or area to enable the
ironing or pressing of work-blanks such as shown
in Figs. 10 and 11,

Mounted in the machine in superposed and
spaced relationship to the base member I is
a top member i85, a horizontally disposed space
16 -being thus provided between the members
‘1t and 15, and the top member 15 is provided
with a blank-receiving opening 11 (see Figs. 2
and 3) registering vertically with the opening
{2 and the pressing or ironing plate 13 but of
smaller size. The opening i1 is preferably formed
‘in the geneéral shape of a work-blank {4 such as
‘ilustrated in Fig. 10 but is contracted and some-

what smaller than the blank 14 in order to en~ -

ablé the proper positioning within the said open-
ing of the blank 14 with the edge 14* thereof (see
Fig. 11) in raised or upright positions, which
‘edges are subsequently to be folded as herein-
after specified.
_"This opening 117 is adapted to receive and per-
‘mit the downward and upward movement there~
through in substantially fiat or horizontal posi-
‘tion of a thin clamping plate 18 adapted in de-
‘pressed position within the machine to clamp
- the work-piece or blank (4 against the pressing
or ironing plate {3. The clamping plate 18 is also
of & shape and size substantially corresponding
‘with' the outline of the folded work-piece as
‘shown in Fig. 11 and with the outline of said
opening 17 and is the member about which the
edgesfolds in the work-blank are made. Said
plate {8 closely fits said opening 117, space prefer-
ably being left at its edges only for the thick-
ness of the fabric of the work-blank. B
Ag shown, the clamp plate 18 is suitably mount-
-ed ' on and movable with a pivoted or hinged
manually depressible and spring-raised - operat-
ing lever |8 hinged as shown at (8% at the rear
‘side of the machine and adapted to be elevated
or raised and to be normally held in elevated
position by a spiral spring 20 stretched between
a fixed point 22 on the frame of the machine and
an ‘adjustable hook 21-to enable regulation of
the tension of the spring 20. In Fig. 1, the
operating lever is shown in elevated position and
in Fig. 2 it is shown in depressed position, a
handle or knob 19b being provided at the end
of the lever for manual engagement by an oper-
ator for movement of the lever from raised posi-
tion of Fig. 1 to the lowered position of Fig. 2.
. The clamping plate 18 per se has .its cen-
tral portion unitarily mounted on and fastened
to & mounting or carrier member 182 with its
edges free. k
{gb—18P, and ‘said plate 18 together with said
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mounting base 8% and its blocks 18t are resiliently
mounted on the lever I9 so as to resiliently hold
the carrier in contact with the lever 19 and to per-
mit a slight relative shifting movement of said
plate in relation to its mounting lever. As shown,

vmqu_nting, serews or studs -23; 23’ are -at their
. lower ends. secured to.said plate .18 and to its

mounting or carrier member i8> and blocks 18P,

.18b, and these studs are then passed through

registering holes in a lever spacing block 19¢ and

“in said-lever 18, said slight shifting relative move-

“‘ment being obtained by making the holes in the
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Said carrier plate has spacer blocks

lever and its spacing block slightly larger in
diameter than the shanks of the studs 23, 23’
and said resilient holding being accomplished
by positioning spiral expansion spring 23b—230’
on said studs or serews 23—23’ between heads
232282 thereof and the upper surface of the
lever {9. The raising movement of the lever {9

by the spring 20.is, as shown, cushioned by

fastening an outwardly curved spring 24 on the
frame of the machine and providing an adjust-
able stop member 25 on said lever {9 which is
positioned on an extension 199 of said lever and

s extends at the opposite side of the hinge pintle

192 so as to engage sald spring 24 at the end of
the upward movement of the lever 9."
Edge-folding mechanism comprising flat plates
25, 252 are slidably mounted in the space 16 be-
tween the members {1 and ‘15 ahd above the
pressing or ironing plate 19 and these plates
are adapted to slide above or over .the ‘edges
of the clamping plate 18 to produce the edge-
folds (4 in the blank 14 and to engage and Te-
leasably lock said clamping plate in'its depressed
position.. As illustrated, the sectional folder-
plate members 25—252 have overlapped sections
adjacént to the front of the machine and a
pusher-plate 26 is so positioned in the space 16
at the front of the machine as to cause its rear
edge to engage the folder-plate members 25, 252
and move them into contracted positions to fold
the edges of a blank and to move, as more par-
ticularly illustrated in full lines in Fig. 5 and
in dotted lines in Fig. 3, while its forward edge
extends beyond the forward edge of the sup-
porting frame (0 and is provided at said for-
ward edge with a downwardly extending flange
aga grranged in alignment and operative -en-
gagement with one end of an ‘operating lever
clement 26> pivoted between its ends and having
on its power arm a cam surface engageable by
treadle-actuated operating ‘mechanism adapted
to move this pusher-plate 26 inwardly to force
the plates 25, 282 into fold-making and clamping
plate engaging position and this inward move-
ment of -the pusher-plate 26 by the lever 26b
is arfanged in suitably timed relationship with
the downward movement of ‘a treadle-actuated
operating: lever for causing the upward move-
ment of the presser. platé as hereinafter more
particularly specified. 7 T o
" TIn initial position of the plate members 25, 25,
the edges.25v, 25°—25¢ and 25° will be positioned
in . substantial alignment with the edges of the
opening 17 and the overlapped sections prefer-
ably comprise transversely overlapping neck por-
tions of reduced thickness to provide thin slid-
ably engaged neck flanges 25¢—25% as shown in
Fig. 9, which fit within the space 16 and are mov-
able therein without binding. )
In the preferred embodiment of my invention
illustrated, the top surfaces of the plates 25—252
and of the plate 26 are provided with anti-fric-
tion -teats or ‘protuberances:21 to_facilitate the
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movement thereof within the space 6 snd also
to:maintain those:surfaces in properly-spaced re-
lationship to the under surface of the top: plate
ormember {5 and to reduce friction therebetween
during- eperative movements of such plates.

The "edge-folding plate members: 25-—25% ‘are
guided and' have - their movements limited to
cause the edges: 25*—25¢ to move toward each
other-and ‘the edges 25¢—25¢ to: simultaneously
move inwardly to-contract the space between the
edges 25% and 25¢ and-between the edges 25¢—25¢
and the rear edge of the blank-receiving opening
1T and in such movement to fold the edges of the
blanksand to engage over the edges of the clamp-
ing plate, and-as illustrated said plate members
25, 252 are provided with two pairs of ‘oppositely
inclined guide slots 252 which cooperate with
fixed screws or:studs 25% connected - with the base
member 12 and extend upwardly -therefrom.
These members 25, 25% upon relegse of pressure
of the pusher-plate; are preferably automatically
retracted or moved into initial position by springs
257 having ends connected to fixed points on the
frame of the machine and at opposite ends con-
nected with pins 252 fastened to said plates and
extending downwardly through cireular holes [s
in the base plate (. The pusher-plate 26 is also
retracted-and moved: to initial position: by- a
spring 26%xwhich' is connected at one end to a
fixed: point o' the machine frame and has its
opposite end connected to g downwardly: extend-
ing - pin 26v

The: machine is provided  with suitable heater
elements: for- applying heat to the pressing: or
ironing: plate: £3 for transmission to the work-
blank- and, as shown, a pair of -electrie heat(er
€lements: 28, 28+ are.mounted on and carried by
the- lower surface ofsaid plate; being fastened
by-screws:29-and fed by electric current wires- 30
connected to any suitable source of electricity
not’ shown.

The: pressing and ironing plate- 13 is normally
‘Beld -and  supported on- the- ends- of: adjustable
studs-or screws 32, 32 in & horizontal position and
partially - extending into the- opening 2. A
transverse: beam: member- 33 suitably  connected
to-the base: member by spacers-34 and screws or
studs 35 supports: the screws. 32, 32, Said pres-
sing: plate: {3 is- foreibly: moved or pressed up-
wardly into ironing position by an operating
lever'81. - This lever-3| is preferably-mounted at
the: middle: of the machine in alignment with
the flange 26% of the pusher~plate-and; as shown,
is pivetally and adjustably mounted between its
ends-on a stud 36 having-mounted ‘thereon a
spring’ 36% and washer 36 adapted normally to
maintain said lever 81 in horizontal position and
to-provide- & relatively short rearwardly extend-
ing' pressure applying arm 3(% and a forwardly
extending- depressible power arm 31b extending
to-and beyond the front supporting members of
the'machine. The rearwardly extending arm 3{¢
has adjustably mounted thereon a stud 37 having
an- adjustably mounted semi-spherical end 372,
the spherical surface of which engages the plate
13-at its center and is-adapted upon depression of
the forwardly extending power arm- 3{b to apply
equal pressure or all: parts of the plate 13 and
to-force the same into pressing and ironing posi=-
tion while said forwardly extending power arm
315 -extends- to the front of the machine beyond,
the frame 10 and into adjacency with said flange
28= of the pusher-plate 26-to enable:conjoint and
‘suceessive: operation of said -pusher-plate lever
‘wnd: said presser-plate power-lever: 31.
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A lever-arm 42 is thus provided

6

In the preferred embodiment -of my- inventioti
shown; & pivoted lever and cam: member 3§ hav-
Ing - & radially:: projecting treadle-connecting
power lever-38¢ and camsurfaces 38%, 380 dis-
bosed on- opposite sides of the lever is piveted-on
2 -pivot bolt 384 hetween and in vertieal- align=
ment with both-the pusher-plate operating lever
‘element: 26¥ and the outer end of ‘the: forwardly
extending power arm Fib of the pressing-plate
operating lever 31. - Said power lever drid its- cam
surfaces are so positioned as to cause one-of its.
cam surfaces 38 to engage the cam surface:-at
the power end of saig operating: lever ‘element
26" to ‘move: the busher-plate inwardly and the
othier-cam surface 38 in continuous sequence to
suceessively engage said forwardly extending arm
J1b.-to-depress the same Wwhen: the power arm of
said member 38-is pivotallymoved by a manually
gctuated treadle (not showny which-is“connected
by-chain 39 to the outer end of the connecting
lever arm 88° of said combined- lever'and-double-
acting cam member 38, said connecting arm-also
having connected thereto g pair- of retracting
springs 40, the members of which are-stretched at
opposite sides of said leverarm. 38% between fixed
points-on: the frame of the machine and oppo-
sitely- disposed projections on said' member 38
positioned between said outer end of the arm and
the pivot-bolt 384, ) '

Means is provided for: engaging, latching and
retaining: the lever 31 in its lowered position: to
lateh or lock the pressing elements-of ‘the mz-
chine in pressing position: immediately upon com-
pletion of the clamping and edge-folding ‘Operg-
tions and thus to free- the operator from the

‘necessity of constant manual pressure: ont the

treadle, to save his time and energy and ‘to-en-
able him to attend to- other duties or to operate
additienal machines, and we preferably employ
automatically engaging latching means combined
with & manually-releasable  member extending
to the‘ upper end of the machine.  With- these
ends in-view, oscillating hook' 4§ is preferably
pivoted on o pivot 4i* fixed in- the frame 10" be-
neath the lowermost point of movement of ‘the
lever 31 and is spring-pressed- to move into dgnd
out: of engagement with the lever 3i upon de-
pression thereof to its- Iowermost limit. “This
bivoted hook preferably has a slip-riose: arranged
in the path of movement of the lever-to enable
automatic engagement with: the Iever upon- de-
Dression thereof and is preferably-integrally con-
nected with g horizontally dispesed extension
lever arm 42 to enable manipulation-of said hook,
which is pivoted
at one end-on said pivot. 44 and has-its- opposite
end connected with s vertical spring-raised- op-
erating rod 43 extending to-the top of the frame

‘of the‘machine and provided there with knob 43’

depressible- by -the- operator to release the hook
and. permit the léver 3 to-be raised to relesse
the pressing - and clamping mechanism- with g
consequent elevation of the lever 19, :

The vertical rod 43 is mounted in-bearings 43=,
43% and & spring 43" encircles said rod, abuts-at
one end against o bearing and ‘at ‘the other end
is-connected with said rod 43, Therod #34s-thus
held in the bearings and ‘automatically raised: by
the-spring 43> to" keep the “pivoted end ‘of“the
lever arm 42 up and the nose of the- oscillating
hook -in  position to' he engaged automatically
upon depression of ‘the: lever §1. - : S

In the preferred embodiment of Iy -invention
shown, the current to the electrical heating-ele-
ments iy capable of being turned on-and’ off“and
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also suitably modifled to regulate the heat by a
conventional switch and regulating element S.
Suitable stationary blank guiding strips g, ¢', 62
and ¢3 are positioned at the forward end and
sides of the blank receiving opening {7 and in
parallel alignment with the edges thereof and
a movable end strip g*is slidably and adjustably
mounted on the side strips ¢, g’ to enable ad-
justment of the length of the work-blank.

In operation, the heating switch and regulat-
ing element are first operated to heat the press-
ing plate, and assuming the parts to be in the
position illustrated in Fig. 1, the work-piece is
properly positioned in the work receiving open-
ing {1 and in relationship to the blank guiding
strips ¢, g', 02, ¢° and ¢4, the lever 19 is depressed
by the hand of the operator to move the clamp-
ing plate into an initial lowered position to en-
gage the work-piece, and while holding this lever
and plate by hand, foot pressure by the operator
on a conventional treadle (not shown) will
through the chain 39 swing the combined lever
and double-acting cam 38. Movement of this
double-acting cam will in a single continuous
movement but in proper successive sequernce move
the cam-lever to move the pusher-plate inwardly
and also will depress the control lever 31 for
the ironing plate. The movement of the pusher-
plate, in turn, causes the folding plates to move
over the clamping plate and to fold the work-~
piece. Depression of the lever 31 raises the iron-
ing plate into tight ironing or pressing engage-
ment with the work-piece. Movement of said

10
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lever 31 is preferably guided in a slot {8c in an -

apron plate 10° at the front of the machine. Dur- ;

ing depression said lever 31 will thus engage the
inclined slip-nose of the spring-actuated oscil-
lating hook to oscillate the same on its pivot &1a,
and to move the integrally connected extension
lever arm 42 against the action of the spring 43°.
Upon movement of the lever 21 below the slip-nose
of the pivoted hook, the said spring 430 will press
the hook into engagement with said lever 31 to
releasably hold the same in its lowermost de~
pressed position, with the ironing plate forced
upwardly into tight ironing engagement with a
work-piece beneath the clamping plate. Upon
such engagement of the oscillating hook 4f, the
‘clamping and ironing parts of the machine will

be held in ironing position; manual pressure will |

be removed from the treadle and the cam mem-
ber 38 will be returned by springs 40 to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 to free the path of return
movement of the lever 31° when engagement

thereof by said oscillating hook #1 is released. ;

Such ironing usually requires & period of time,
and during this time period the operator is free
to proceed with other operations or with work
on another machine if desired. When the press-
ing or ironing operation is completed, the opera-
tor merely depresses the knob 43’ against the
action of the spring 43 to release the oscillating
hook from the control lever arm 31 of the iron-
ing plate. Manual tension on the cable-acting
cam -38 having been theretofore relieved, and

490

45

said cam having been automatically moved up- )

wardly by the springs 40 out of the path of the
lever 31, the inner power-applying arm of said
lever 31 will be moved downwardly by the spring
36% to release the pressure through the stud 317
against the plate 13, thus permitting the ironing
plate to move downwardly away from the work-
blank. The stress by the cam member 40 on the
operating lever 26" of the pusher-plate having
been relieved by the upward movement of the

70

75

8

double-acting cam 38, the spring 26* will move
the ‘pusher-plate 26 and its operating lever 26
t0-their outwardly extended positions. The up-
ward movement of the lever 38¢ of the cam mem-
ber 38 is limited by projection 442 on the fixed
forwardly - projecting plate 44. The outward
movement of the pusher-plate 26 having moved
its-operating lever 26° outwardly, the movement
of these parts will be limited by a fixed pin 44P
on said forwardly projecting plate 44. The edge-
folding plates will simultaneously be moved fo
their- extended positions by their operating
springs 25¢ thus releasing the clamping plate
8 and permitting the lever 18 carrying said
clamping plate {8 to be automatically raised into
the normally inoperative position shown in Fig. 1
by spring 20.

Having described my invention, I claim: )
" 1. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
comprising a supporting frame member having &
receiving opening for a work-blank, a work-
clamping - member movable into said receiving
opening to engage a work-blank mounted there-
in, edge-folding plates slidably mounted in said
supporting frame member and operable to fold
the -edges of said work-blank and to engage over
the edges of said work-clamping member, a
pusher member slidably mounted to engage at
one edge with said edge-folding plates within
said supporting frame member, a pressing and
irnong plate mounted in said supporting frame
member and movable into engagement with a
work-biank mounted in said opening, a control
jever movable to move the pressing and ironing
plate into pressing position, operating means for
successively moving said pusher-plate and said
control lever into operative positions, and releas-
able engaging means for retaining said pusher-
plate and control lever in their operative posi-
tions. K -

9. A fabric edge-folding and pressing ma-
chine as claimed in claim 1 in which said op-
erating means comprises a single pivoted cam
member having operative connections with said
control lever and said pusher member.

3. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
comprising a supporting frame member having
a receiving opening for a work-blank, a work-
clamping member movable into said receiving
opening to engage a work-blank mounted there-
in, edge-folding plates sligably mounted in said
supporting frame member and operable to fold
the edges of said work-blank and to engage over
the edges of said work-clamping member, a
pusher member siidably mounted to engage at
one edge with said edge-folding plates within said
supporting frame member and having an exten-
sion portion projecting beyond an edge thereof,
a - pressing and ironing plate mounted in said
supperting frame member and movable into en-
gagement with a work-blank mounted-in- said
opening, a control lever having an extension por-
tion and movable to move the pressing and iron-
ing plate into pressing position, said extension
portion projecting beyond said supporting frame
member into proximity with the extension por-

tion of said pusher-plate, operating means for

successively moving said pusher-plate and said
control lever- into operative positions, and re-
leasable engaging means for retaining said
pusher-plate and control lever in their operative
positions.

4, A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
as claimed in claim 3 in which said operating
means comprises a single pivoted cam member
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having operative connections with the extension
portions of said control lever and said pusher
member.

5. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
comprising a supporting frame member having a
receiving opening for a work-blank, a work-
clamping member movable into said receiving
opening to engage a work-blank mounted there-
in, edge-folding plates slidably mounted in said
supporting frame member and operable to fold
the edges of said work-blank and to engage over
the edges of said work-clamping member, a
pusher member slidably mounted to engage at
one edge with said edge-folding plates within said
supporting frame member and having an exten-
sion portion projecting beyond an edge thereof,
a pressing and ironing plate mounted in said
supporting frame member and movable into en-
gagement with a work-blank mounted in said
opening, a control lever having an extension por-
tion and movable to move the pressing and iron-
ing plate into pressing position, said extension
portion projecting beyond said supporting frame
member into proximity with the extension por-
tion of said pusher-plate, operating means for
successively moving said pusher-plate and said
control lever into operative positions, and releas-
able engaging means for retaining said pusher-
plate and control lever in their operative posi-
tions, and means for manually releasing said re-
leasable engaging means to permit automatic
movement of said members to inoperative posi-
tions.

6. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
comprising a supporting frame member having a
receiving opening for a work-blank, a work-
clamping member movable into said receiving
opening to engage a work-blank mounted there-
in, edge-folding plates slidably mounted in said
supporting frame member and movable to fold
the edges of said work-blank and to engage over
the edges of said work-clamping member, g
pusher member slidably mounted in said support-

ing frame member for moving said edge-~folding:

plates and having an engageable extension por-
tion projecting heyond an edge of said frame
member, & pressing and ironing plate suitably
mounted in said supporting frame member, a de-
pressible control lever having an extension por-
tion and movable to move the pressing and iron-
ing plate into pressing position, mechanism oper-
able upon the clamping and edge~folding of the
work-blank for moving the pressing plate into
pressing position against said clamping plate, and
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means operable upon depression of said control
lever for automatically latching the same in such
depressed position.

7. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine,
a supporting frame member having a receiving
opening for a work-blank, a work-clamping mem-
ber movable to engage a work-blank in said re-
ceiving opening, edge-folding mechanism mov-
able to fold said work~blank, a member for con-
trolling the movement of said edge-folding mech-
anism, a pressing mechanism, a control lever
member adapted upon depression to move said
pressing mechanism to apply ironing pressure to
the work-blank, a combined treadle-actuated
lever and cam member adapted in g single opera-
tive movement to move in successive sequence
the edge-folding mechanism into folding posi-
tion and to depress said control lever, means for
automatically and releasably engaging one of said
control members to retain both of the same in
operative position, and means for manually re-
leasing said automatic releasable member to per-
mit movement of the parts to a normal inopera-
tive position.

8. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
as claimed in claim 7 in which the operating
lever for the pressing mechanism is automatical-
ly and releasably engaged to retain the parts in
pressing position, and a manually actuated de-
pressible rod extending to the upper surface of
the machine and operable to release said lever
and to permit automatic movement of the parts
into normal inoperative position.

9. A fabric edge-folding and pressing machine
including clamping means for a work-blank,
edge-folding means for said blank, a pressing
plate supported in horizontal position in said ma-
chine and means for moving said pressing plate
into pressing position comprising an operating
lever for said pressing element pivoted interme-
diate its ends to provide a power arm and a
power-applying arm, said power-applying arm
having an upright element engageable with the
pressing plate at a single point comprising the
axial center of said pressing plate.
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