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This invention relates to a dispensing box and cup sup-
port intended for use with various confections and bever-
ages such as soft drinks.

It is now a common practice to sell packages of pop
corn and soft drinks in paper cups at moving picture
theatres and similar places of amusement.
operators of such theatres depend upon the sale of con-
fections and soft drinks for a substantial proportion of
their income. It is the principal purpose of this inven-
tion to facilitate the eating of pop corn in moving pic-
ture theatres and the like and to provide simple and
convenient means for supporting a box of pop corn
and a paper cup containing a soft drink. A further ob-
jective is to provide means for promoting the sale of
additional boxes of pop corn and beverages in paper cups
for consumption after the patron leaves the moving pic-
ture theatre.

In general, it is the object of this invention to provide
a simple and inexpensive pop corn box with means for
conveniently dispensing the pop corn, supporting a paper
cup in the box, and mounting the box assembly thus pro-
vided on the back of a seat, or the door or dash panel of
an automobile.

More specifically, it is intended to provide a paper
box having a dispensing opening at the bottom, a cup
supporting structure at the top, and means derived from
the cup supporting structure for use in mounting or sup-
poriing the box and the dispensable confection and con-
sumable beverage in a simple, efficient manner that does
not involve any marring of the surface to which it is
attached.

it is also a particular object of the invention to pro-
vide a pop corn or other confection box of the character
indicated of such construction that there is a minimum
increase in cost and a minimum alteration of conven-
tional box structure.

These and other objects contributing to satisfaction in
use, and economy of manufacture will be more apparent
from the following detailed description of a preferred
embodiment of the invention, when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of the box and cup
support in closed condition as it would be sold to a
consumer and user;

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of the box in open
condition but unfilled;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the open box of Fig. 2
attached for use on the door of an automobile;

Fig. 4 is a central vertical section of the closed box
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a horizontal cross section of the box taken
on the line V—V of Fig. 4;

Fig. 6 is a central vertical section of the same box taken
on the line VIi—VI of Fig. 5;

Fig. 7 is a central vertical section of the open, unfilled
box of Fig. 2;

Fig. 8 is a front perspective view of the box in full,
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open, and dispensing relation, mounted on a car door
sill and supporting a beverage cup; and

Fig. 9 is a partial top perspective view of the box show-
ing the cup receiving and box supporting structure in
operative relation.

In Fig. 1 of the drawings a box unit 10 is showna to
comprise a top or closure flap 12 having an infolded
tuck 13, a bottom 14, opposite sides 16, 16, a front 18
and a back 20 (Figs. 7 and 9). The rectangular box
unit 10 as shown has the tall, wide and shallow propor-
tions of the familiar paper boxes used for the sale of
POp Corn.

As shown best in Fig. 2 the front panel 18 has a large
opening 21 extending the width thereof from.the bottom
upward a substantial distance. A closure portion 22 for
this opening is integrally hinged at iis lower edge to the
front edge of the bottom panel 14 and is formed to pro-
vide a wide tongue 24 on its upper edge for interengage-
ment with a transverse slit 26 formed in the front panel
18 a short distance above the upper edge of the opening
21. The manner in which the tongue 24 interengages
with the slit 26 and extends on the inner side of the
front panel 18 to hold the box in closed relation is clearly
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

In order to limit the outward movement of the closure
portion 22 to a slightly upwardly inclined, and non-
spilling position, a flexible side member 28 of generally
right triangie configuration is formed integral with each
side edge of the said closure portion adjacent its hinged
connection. The upper portion of each side member 28
is inserted in an arcuate slit 3% extending from the side
edge of the front panel 18 at a point substantially above
the bottom 14 rearwardly and downwardly as shown best
in Fig. 2. 'The upper end portion of each triangular side
member 28 is formed with a hooked stop projection 32
that engages the upper forward end of the respective slit
3¢ and limits outward movement of the closure portion
or flap 22 to the position illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3.

In order to provide a mounting means and an opening
for receiving the bottom portion of a paper cup C (Fig.
8), the top closure flap 12 and an adjacent portion of
the infclded tuck or flap 13 thereof is provided with a
central, generally circular tab 34 defined by a tear line
of scoring 36, the tab not being produced until the scor-
ing line is broken as shown by the sequence of Figs. 1
and 2.

The preferred means for supporting or mounting an
open box unit 18 for dispensing the pop corn and sup-
porting the beverage cup C is a strip of pressure sensitive
adhesive 38 of rectangular shape extending across the
box top part of the tab 34 as shown in Fig. 1. The
adhesive side of the strip 38 is disposed outermost and
the strip is conveniently and efficiently secured to the
central tab 34 by means of one or more wire staples 40
extending transversely thereof as shown best in Fig. 1.
The thus exposed adhesive surface may be temporarily
covered by a readily detachable masking strip 42 of
glassine or waxed paper or the like. It is to be noted
that by locating the line of attachment by the staples 40
nearly central of the tab 34 or even forwardly of the
center, very satisfactory leverage is obtained for com-
pleting the severing of the scoring line 38, after severing
has been started by inserting the finger between the front
panel 18 and the downturned scored portion.

Since the box unit 18 as sold is so full of pop corn
PC or the like that a paper cup C containing a soft drink
cannot be inserted in the circular opening provided by
separation of the ceniral tab 34 and folding it back to
the position of Fig. 2, some of the contents of the box
is permitted to discharge into the ledge or hopper pro-
vided by the front closure portion 22 and its integral side
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members 28 when in the open position shown in Figs.
2 and 8. 1t is of course necessary to withdraw the tongue
24 from the slit 26 before the closure portion 22 can be
opened. .

With a pop corn box 18 of -the standard proportions
iltustrated in the drawings there would not be sufficient
opening for the insertion of the usual size paper cup but
for a pair of downwardly and outwardly diverging slashes
44 extending from the hinge line of the central tab 34
to points well below the upper edge of the back 20, in
the manner shown best in Fig. 9 and to some extent in
Fig. 8. .

Figs. 3 and 8 illustrate one manner of mounting the
open box supporting the beverage cup C on a door D
of an automobile, said door having a window glass G
and a trim strip T to which the pressure sensitive strip
38 carried by the ceatral tab 34 is intimately joined in
a detachable manner. While the tab 34 of the box top
12 has a certain amount of flexibility, a much better
adhesive engagement between the strip 38 and the trim
piece T is obtained by reason of the fact that the strip
38 is secured to the tab 34 only by a line connection
provided by the wire staples 4. Such a form of con-
nection between the tab 34 and the adhesive strip 38
avoids the stripping tendency that would exist if -the
less flexible tab 34 were secured to the adhesive strip
38 throughout the length of the latter. Further, the
vibration of the car door D is thus insulated to a very
substantial extent from acting on the box 19 and causing
separation of the adhesive connection.

It will now be understood that this invention provides
a simple and economical confection box construction hav-
ing mounting or supporting means and provision for sup-
porting a beverage cup in the box when part of the con-
tents is displaced into a tray or hopper portion formed by
opening a part of the box. The combination of functions
possessed by the box of this invention makes it possibie
for a patron leaving a theatre to purchase a box of pop
corn, irsert a paper cup containing beverage into the
upper portion of the box and quickiy and efficiently at-
tach the assembly thus produced to his automobile for
subsequent consumption. These features alsoc facilitate
the eating of pop corn or similar confection in the mov-
ing picture theatre or other place of amusement.

~ The objects of the invention as expressed have thus
been attained to a high degree with a minimum alieration
of box construction and increase of box cost, and with a
substantial enhancement of utility. )

Although only a single preferred embodiment of the
box constraction has been described in detail for pur-
poses of illustration, it will be appreciated that the prin-
ciples of this invention may be utilized in different box
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constructions and with different- arrangements of parts
without departing from the invention and the scope of the
appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States is:

A combination cup holder and particle form confec-
ticn dispenser of integral construction, said combination
comprising an elongated, rectangular paper box having a
closed botiom, an open end and an integrally connected
closure flap adapted to close said open end, a delivery
opening extending downwardly from the lower end por-
tion cof the front panel, a closure portion integrally hinged
to the front edge of the bottom, said closure portion being
formed and arranged to close the delivery cpening in one
position, each oppesite side panel of the box being formed
with a transverse slit in the lower portion, and an integral
triangular side member slidably connecting. each side
edge of the closure portion with the corresponding adja-
cent side panel of the box by interengagement with the
sit thereof, the front panel of the box having means co-
operable with the clesure portion for releasably holding
the closure portion in place over the delivery opening, the
closure flap for the open end of the box being hinged to the
back pansl along the upper edge of the back panel, said
flap having an infolded portion fitting down behind the

nper portion of the front panel, the closure flap having a
central tab defined by a generally circular line of scoring,
said scoring extending from the hinged portion of the flap
into the infolded portion for separate opening of the flap
poriion defined thereby, the back panel being formed with
downwardly and outwardly diverging expansion slashes
extending from its upper edge on opposite sides of the
central tab, the opening in the closure flap being adapted
in cooperation with said expansion slashes to receive and
resiliently hold cups of varying diameters.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

1,176,932 Smith . ___-_______ Mar. 28, 1916
1,698,08 Crozier .—___.__________Jan. 8, 1929
1,707,853 Haberman - ______ Apr. 2, 1929
1,947,865 Marsh oo Feb, 20, 1934
1,976,189 Pauli o e Qct. 9, 1934
2,023,542 PecK o Dec. 10, 1935
2,042,799 OFt el June 2, 1936
2,143,075 Klau el Jan. 10, 1939
1,177,495 McGuire oo Oct. 24, 1939
2,323,342 McManua et al, ... July 6, 1943
2,340,576 Nevins oo Feb. 8, 1944
2,451,382 Davis - ______ _ Cct. 12, 1948

P ———

o

g

v ot W2



