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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES HERSCHER, 

engineer, (of the firm of Geneste, Herscher 
& Co.,) a citizen of the Republic of France, 
residing at Paris, in the Republic of France, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Apparatus for Disinfecting by 
Steam, (for which I have obtained Letters 
Patent in France, No. 221,651, dated May 16, 
1892, and in Great Britain, No. 9,416, dated 
May 18, 1892,) of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to apparatus for dis 

infecting by means of steam, and has for its 
object to prevent the two chambers, one of 
which contains the contaminated articles and 
the other the disinfected ones, from being 
placed in open communication by the simul 
taneous opening of the inlet and outlet doors 
of the apparatus. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1, 

2, and 3 are a side view, a plan, and an end 
elevation, respectively, of the safety-door de 
Vice applied to a disinfecting apparatus. 

It may happen when a disinfecting appa 
ratus has two doors opening into two separate 
rooms that by the negligence of the persons 
in charge these two doors may be left open 
simultaneously. A risk is then incurred of 
a current of air being established through the 
apparatus and of microbes and other germs 
arising from the adjacent chamber being car 
ried into the chamber where the disinfected 
articles are. To prevent such an occurrence 
I employ the construction shown in the draw 
IngS. 

The disinfecting-chamber is shown as a 
horizontal cylinder with doors O and Whinged 
to and adapted to close its opposite ends. A 
shaft XY, running parallel with and on the 4o 
side of the apparatus, is supported by two 
brackets Tand U, fixed on the cylindrical wall 
of the apparatus. Two levers XI and Y F 
are keyed at right angles on the shaft XY in 
Such a Way that they can only pass before the 45 
doors of the apparatus if these are entirely 
closed, and, finally, the rotation of the shaft 
XY is limited by a rod L L'acting as a stop 
after a quarter-revolution. 

It may thus be seen that in order to open 5o 
the door O it is necessary to turn the lever Y 
Fupward. The lever XI is turned thereby 
in front of the door V and prevents it being 
opened. If it be desired to open the door V, 
the levers XI and YF must belowered, which 55 
can only be done if the door O is closed. Thus 
only one door can ever be open at the same 
time. 
I claim as my invention 
A disinfecting apparatus having openings 6o 

at opposite ends to be closed by doors, in com 
bination with a shaft carrying levers at right 
angles to each other, the said levers adapted 
to prevent both doors from being opened at 
the same time, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARLES HERSCHER. 
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Witnesses: 
JOSEPH DELOGE, 
ROBT. M. HOOPER. 


