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My invention relates to vacuum cleaners and particu 
larly to a multi-purpose dolly therefor. 
The vacuum cleaner has evolved to the point whereby 

it is substantially a device of convenience. By that it 
is meant that the basic function of vacuum cleaners, 
that of cleaning by suction, has been known for some 
time, and the art is extremely highly developed. Ad 
vances in this art today relate largely to problems of 
eliminating inconveniences in existing vacuum cleaners. 
The present invention deals with three of these prob 
lems. First, the problem of mobility, that is, moving 
the vacuum cleaner from room to room as cleaning 
transpires; many contemporary cleaners are not mobile, 
hence must be carried from room to room; second, the 
problem of providing for handy storage and availability 
of vacuum cleaner accessories, such as the numerous 
cleaning tool attachments, to insure that the user of the 
cleaner always has the accessories with her regardless 
of where she is located with the cleaner; and third, 
the problem of providing in a low cost vacuum cleaner 
having diffused air discharge, an economical, yet effec 
tive, means for converting the normally diffused air dis 
charge into a concentrated air stream in order to effect 
what is known in the art as "blowing.” 

It is an object of this invention to eliminate the above 
enumerated problems in a simple manner and at a mini 
mum COSt. 
The object of my invention is achieved in one form 

by providing a dolly having means for supporting vac 
uum cleaner accessories and means for supporting a 
vacuum cleaner having a normally diffused air discharge 
in such a manner as to transform the normally diffused 
air discharge into a concentrated air stream. 

Other objects and further details of that which I be 
lieve to be novel and my invention will be clear from 
the foregoing description and claims taken with the 
accompanying drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a canister type vacuum 
cleaner mounted in my improved dolly. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the dolly alone. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of a vacuum cleaner 

mounted in the improved dolly, the dolly being shown 
in section and a vacuum cleaner wand being illustrated 
connected to the dolly. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of a rearward 
portion of the dolly with portions broken away and 
shown in section for the sake of clarity. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken substantially on line 
5-5 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation view similar to Fig. 3 but 
showing the vacuum cleaner by itself. 

Referring to the drawings and particularly to Fig. 6, 
a vacuum cleaner 10 of the canister type is illustrated 
by itself resting on the surface S. The cleaner 10 com 
prises a substantially cylindrical, vertically oriented cas 
ing having a flat base which may be utilized by itself, 
as it is illustrated in Fig. 6, or in association with the 
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improved dolly 12, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The 
details of the internal construction of the vacuum cleaner 
10 are not significant as regards the instant invention 
and, therefore, will not be described. However, it will 
be understood that mechanism is provided for inducing 
a flow of air through the cleaner. As can be seen in 
Fig. 6, the normal flow of air through the cleaner when 
the casing is supported by its flat base on the surface 
S is from the atmosphere into a vacuum cleaner tool 
attachment 14, through the flexible hose 56 into the 
air inlet 18 of the vacuum cleaner, through the vacuum 
cleaner casing and out through a substantially circum 
ferential discharge slot 20, which is spaced above the 
flat base, to the atmosphere. 

It will be understood that the flow of air through 
the vacuum cleaner is in one direction only, and that 
dust-laden air normally enters through the cleaning tool 
attachment 14, passes through the cleaner casing where 
it is filtered, and is discharged out the circumferential 
discharge slot 20 to be diffused into the atmosphere. 
While some contemporary vacuum cleaners have struc 
ture built into them for selectively converting from dif 
fused air discharge to concentrated air discharge, it is 
the low cost type of cleaner that has only one direc 
tion of air flow and no built-in conversion structure that 
the improved dolly is particularly adapted for use with. 
It should be understood that the diffused air discharge 
from the cleaner does not necessarily have to be com 
pletely circumferential, it only being necessary that it 
be substantially more than a concentrated air stream. 
if a concentrated air stream were provided, the bene 
fits of diffused air discharge would not normally be 
obtained and a blowing arrangement would be inherently provided. 

It will, therefore, be apparent that in Fig. 6 there is 
illustrated a representative, canister type, vacuum cleaner 
which may function by itself in a conventional manner. 
With the Fig. 6 type of vacuum cleaner, however, it 
will be apparent that there is lacking: (1) mobility, 
(2) a means for Supporting vacuum cleaner accessories 
where the user is working, and (3) a means for con 
centrating the diffused air discharge into a concentrated 
air stream. As was mentioned, it is appreciated that 
Some vacuum cleaners have provision for converting 
a normally diffused air discharge to a concentrated air 
stream. It will be apparent, however, that such pro 
vision usually involves valving or blower bypass arrange 
ments which are quite expensive, and it is the elimina 
tion of such expense which is contemplated by the 
instant invention. Furthermore, from a commercial 
point of view, the vacuum cleaner illustrated in Fig. 6 
may be sold as illustrated and the additional feature 
of the conversion nechanism for effectuating blowing 
afforded by the improved dolly to be disclosed may be 
an optional item which may be additionally purchased 
by those consumers who desire it along with the basic 
low cost vacuum cleaner. 
Assuming that a vacuum cleaner of the type illustrated 

in Fig. 6 is provided and it is further desired to achieve 
the advantages of mobility, handy accessory storage, and 
an air discharge conversion mechanism, the instant 
invention will supply all of these needs at a minimum 
cost. The improved dolly 2 incorporates the instant 
invention and comprises essentially a mobile body hav 
ing an accessory mounting ring and structure for Sup 
porting and cooperating with a vacuum cleaner to form 
an air chamber and an outlet. 
The dolly body comprises a plurality of walls for 

effecting the enumerated elements, and as will be appar 
ent, may be fabricated in a variety of ways. Struc 
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turally, it includes a flat lower wall 22, somewhat 
rectangular in configuration, a generally vertical outer 
side wall 24 that extends around the periphery of the 
bottom wall 22 and completely closes the latter, a gen 
erally vertical cylindrical inner wall 26 which is spaced 
within the side wall 24, and a top wall 28 which fits 
around the inner wall 26 and extends to the side Wall 24. 
A plurality of openings 39 are provided in the top 

wall 28 for the reception of accessories A. Around the 
side wall 24 there is provided a resilient bumper 32 for 
conventional purposes. At its lower side, the lower Wall 
22 supports a plurality of casters 33. Within the body 
on the rearward side of the inner wall 26 there is formed 
an opening 34 (see Figs. 3 and 4) which is covered by 
a rearwardly extending protuberance comprising the 
U-shaped side wall 36 and the top wall 33. Top wall 
38 lies contiguous with the inner side of a portion of 
the body top wall 28, and these walls have a pair of 
aligned openings 46 and 42, respectively. Disposed 
within the aligned openings is an inlet pipe 44 which has 
a circular flange 46 through which securing means 48, 
which are illustrated as comprising rivets, extend to con 
nect the pipe to the body top wall and the protuberance 
top wall. 
The top of the inner wall 26 extends above the top 

wall 28, and its upper end supports an inwardly directed 
flange 50. On opposite lateral sides of the upper por 
tion of the inner wall 26 is formed a pair of clamps 
52 which may be of any conventional variety. The 
foregoing completes the structure of the improved dolly. 
As was previously mentioned, the vacuum cleaner 10 

may be used by itself as illustrated in Fig. 6 on the 
surface S. lf it is used by itself, it may or may not 
be provided with a bumper. If it is to be used with 
the improved dolly, however, it should be provided 
with a resilient bumper 54 which may be mounted on 
a flange 56 which is part of the cleaner casing. If the 
cleaner is to be utilized with the improved dolly, the 
dolly is so dimensioned relative to the cleaner's dimen 
sions that the bottom portion of the cleaner casing will 
fit within the inner wall 26 of the dolly, and the bumper 
54 will rest on the flange 58. This can clearly be seen 
in Fig. 3. The clamps 52 are then secured to the 
cleaner, as by cooperating with the bumper 54 to thereby 
press the cleaner into substantially air-tight relation 
ship with the dolly. When this assembly is effected, 
the bumper 54 performs the function of a gasket in 
that it seals the connection between the cleaner and dolly 
and thereby allows the formation of a substantially air 
tight air chamber 58 between the cleaner and the dolly. 

With the vacuum cleaner 10 clamped in position on 
the dolly 12, the cleaner may be used as illustrated in 
Fig. 1 in a conventional manner. In this event, the 
dust-laden air will enter the cleaning tool attachment 
4, pass through the flexible hose 6 into the air inlet 

18, through the cleaner casing, out the discharge slot 
20 and into the chamber 58 which is formed within the 
inner wall 26 and around the lower portion of the vac 
uum cleaner casing, out through the opening 34 to the 
interior of the protuberance formed at the rearward 
side of the inner wall 26, and out through the outlet 
pipe 44 to the atmosphere. This is illustrated schemati 
cally in Fig. 1. 

It should, therefore, be apparent that if the vacuum 
cleaner 14) is used with the improved dolly 12, that it 
will normally exhaust in a concentrated air stream even 
when cleaning in the normal manner. However, it 
should be realized that it is not necessary that it be used 
during normal cleaning with the dolly, if it is desired 
to obtain the diffused exhaust. If it is desired to con 
vert the diffused exhaust of the cleaner to a concen 
trated air stream for blowing purposes, the cleaner is 
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4. 
mounted in the dolly as previously described and a clean 
ing tube, such as the rigid wand 60 is inserted in the 
outlet pipe 44 as is illustrated in Fig. 3. When so used, 
it will be understood that the flexible hose 16 may be 
removed from the inlet 18. Fig. 3 schematically illus 
trates the flow of air from the atmosphere in through 
the inlet 18, through the cleaner casing, and out the 
outlet slot 20 into the chamber 58, through the opening 
34 and the interior of the protuberance at the rear of 
the inner wall 26, through the outlet pipe 44 and the 
wand 60 fron which it may be directed to the place 
where it is to be utilized or the equipment which it is 
to actuate. 

it will be apparent that the improved dolly is afforded 
1sobility by the casters 33, and that it may be moved 
irorn room to room as cleaning progresses. Further, it 
will be apparent that the improved dolly, by virtue of 
the openings 38, provides means for holding a plurality 
of vacuum cleaner accessories and thereby insures that 
they will be available to the user wherever the cleane; 
is noved. Lastly, it will be apparent that the dolly 
affords a very inexpensive means of converting a vacuum 
cleaner with diffused air discharge to a concentrated air 
Sirean). 
As will be evident from the foregoing description, cer 

tain aspects of my invention are not limited to the par 
ticular details of construction of the example illustrated, 
and contemplate that various and other modifications 
and applications will occur to those skilled in the art. 
It is, therefore, my intention that the appended claims 
shall cover such modifications and applications as do not 
depart from the true spirit and scope of my invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. The combination of a vacuum cleaner and a sep 

arable doliy for temporarily and removably supporting 
said cleaner, said cleaner being self-contained in a sub 
stantially cylindrical casing having a flat base for Sup 
porting said cleaner on a surface when it is not supported 
by said dolly and having a circumferential air discharge 
slot in said casing and a circumferential gasket Supported 
on said casing and spaced above said slot, said dolly 
comprising a body having a central recess for removably 
receiving said cleaner whereby said cleaner is adapted to 
be supported by said dolly in said recess to thereby form 
a temporary chamber in said dolly, said gasket cooperat 
ing with said body to place said cleaner and body in Sub 
stantial air-tight relation, and an opening in said body 
which places said chamber into communication with the 
atmosphere, said opening being adapted to have a vacuum 
cleaner wand connected therein. 

2. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein said dolly 
includes means for supporting vacuum cleaner accessories. 
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