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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, JEssE RANKIN, citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Rai 
nier, in the county of Thurston and State of 
Washington, have invented certain new and 5 
useful Improvements in Detachable But 
tons, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

separable buttons, or to buttons adapte 
to be attached to garments without the use 
of thread or like fastening means, and which 
may be readily attached or detached with 
out destroying any of the parts. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
which will be hereinafter first fully de 
scribed and then more particularly pointed 
out in the claims following the description. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the im 

proved device applied with the garment in 
section; Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 

25 base portion of the improved device; Fig. 3 
is a perspective view of the garment engag 
ing tongue detached; Fig. 4 is a perspec 
tiye view of the locking tongue detached; 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the outer or 

30 head portion of the improved device. Fig. 
6 is a view similar to Fig. 1, illustrating a 
modification in the construction. 
Correspondiag and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indi 
35 cated in all the views of the accompanying 

drawings by the same reference characters. 
The improved device comprises a base 

'member 10 which is preferably in dish form, 
as shown, and provided with a central aper 
ture 11 and a margin recess 12. At its inner 
end the recess is provided with lateral sock 
ets 13 opening into the hollow inner face of 
the base. Pivoted at 14 to the base 10 at 
the side opposite to the recess 12 is a com 
bined latching and holding plate 16 having 
a notch 16 somewhat smaller than the open 
ing 11 of the base plate. A locking bar 17 
forms a part of the improved device and is 
designed to be received at one end within the 
recess 12 and is provided with lateral lugs 1S 
which enter the sockets 13. The bar 17 is 
bent upon itself at one end where it enters 
the recess 12 and is provided with inwardly 
directed prongs 19. The latch member 16 
is designed to pass at its free end over the 
studs 18 when in its inward position and 
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thus lock the bar 17 in position relative to 
the base. The base member 10 is designed 
to bear against the outer face of the gar 
ment to which the device is to be applied 
with the bar 17 extending over the upper 
end of the garment and with the prongs 19 
inserted into the material of the garment 
and clenched through the same. By this 
simple means, the member 10 together with 
its member 17 may be quickly attached to 
the garment where the button device is to 
be applied, and does not, therefore, disfigure 
the garment or require the cutting of aper 
tures therein. 
The outer "head’ portion of the im 

proved device comprises a disk 20, prefer 
ably in button-like form, and is provided 
with a relatively large stock 21 having a 
reduced portion 22 and a terminal 23 larger 
than the reduced portion but smaller than 
the stock 21. The larger portion 23 of the 
shank 22 corresponds closely to the diameter 
of the aperture 11 of the member 10, while 
the Smaller portion 22 of the shank corre 
sponds to the notch 16 of the latch 15. By 
this means it will be seen that when the 
barbed portion 27 of the shank is inserted 
through the aperture 11 the latch 16 will be 
displaced by the terminal 23 and the latter 
returned to its position, and that the notch 
Will be engaged around the smaller portion 
of the shank, thus locking the member 20 
firmly to the member 10. By this simple 
means, it will be obvious that the button may 
be readily attached to the garment and will 
serve the ordinary purpose of a button with 
out the necessity for perforating the gar 
ment or employing threads or other similar 
fastening means. 
The improved device is simple in construc 

tion can be manufactured in varying sizes 
with the head portion formed of any suit 
able ornamental design or made to resemble 
ordinary buttons if preferred. 
The improved device may be constructed 

of any suitable material and the member 10 
with its attachments will preferably be of 
metal, while the head material may be also 
of metal, or other materials if preferred. 
The latch member 16 will be held with 

sufficient grip to prevent accidental displace 
ment in event of the displacement of the 
holding member 17. 

In Fig. 6 is shown the means of employ 
ing the improved device upon cloaks, over 
coats, and like garments consisting in dis 
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pensing with the member 17 and depending 
upon the friction of the tongue 16 only to 
hold the parts 10 and 20 in position. When 
the modified arrangement is employed the 
members 10 and 20 are disposed upon oppo 
site sides of the garment material and the 
portion 22-23 of the stud arranged to oper 
ate through the garment material, and the 
member 10 located against the inner side of 
the garment. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what I claim is: 

1. A separable button comprising a per 
forated base member, garment attaching 
means mounted to swing upon the base at 
one side thereof, a latch member having a 
notch and pivoted to the base member at its 
rear side and extending when in locking po 
sition at one end over the portion ; the 
arment attaching means which engages the 
ase, and a head member having a shank 

formed with an enlarged terminal for pass 
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ing through the aperture of the base and 
engaged by the notch of the latch in said 
locking position. 

2. A separable button comprising a per 
forated base member having a recess in one 
edge, a garment engaging member mounted 
to swing at one end in said recess, a latch 
member having a notch and pivoted to the 
base member at its rear side and extendin 
when in locking position over the portion 
the garment engaging member which is sup 
ported in the recess, and a button member 
having a shank formed with an enlarged 
terminal and passing through the aperture 
of the base and engaged by the notch of the 
latch in said locking position. 

25 

30 

35 

In testimony whereof I affix my signa 
ture in presence of two witnesses. 

JESSE RANKIN. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

J. F. CANON, 
W. H. SNYDER. 


