Dec. 12, 1950 Bt P MOLLA 2,533,831

KNOCKDOWN TABLE

Filed June 7, 1946

it -

22 72

T 23

ﬁéﬂﬁ

Sn ol =

ATTORNE




Patented Dec. 12, 1950

2,533,831

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,533,831
ENOCKDOWN TABLE

Charles P. Molla, New Hyde Park, N. Y., assignor
to Molia Incorporated, New York, N, Y., a cor-
poratisn of New York

Application June 7, 1946, Serial No. 675,161

3 Ciaims.

1

This invention relates to what are generally
referred to as end tables or serving tables. More
particularly, the invention deals with an art.cle
of manufacture of this type and kind eonstructed
of metal frame parts in such manner that the
respective parts can pe packed for shipment and
storage in a relatively small packags and guickly
and readily set up for use. Siiil more particu-
larly, the invention comprises a table of the ¢lass
described comprising table and leg paris which,
when assembled, will form a strong and durable
construction, the table part having upper and
lower frames with means for retaining a top or
facing  sheet against gecidental displacement
therefrom. 'The novel features of the invention
will be best understood from the following de-
seription, when taken togethsr with the accom-
panying draw.ng, in which, certain embodiments
of the invention are disclosed and, in which, the
separate parts are designated by suitable refer-
ence characters in each of the views and, in
which:

Fig. 1.is a perspective view of a table made
according to my invention show!ng the table tops
or facing shests breken away and partly in sec-
tion.

Fig. 2 is an exploded view illustrating the man-
ner of assembling the table frames with the end
leg frames.

Fig. 3 is a side view of one end portion of a
modified form of table wh'ch I employ.

Fig. 4 is a section con the line 4—4% of Fig. 3
indicating one table frame in dot and dash lines.

Fig. b is a view similar t¢ Fig. 3 showing an-
other form of construction.

Fig, 6 is a section on the line §—4§ of Fig. 5; and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a container dia-
grammatically illustrating the arrangement of
the table parts thersin for storage and shipment.

In Fig. I of the drawing, I have shown a table
comprising a top rectangular takle frame I8, a
lower rectangular table frame {{ and two simi-
lar substantially A-shaped leg frames 12, 12’ sup-
porting and spacngz the ends of the frames (2
and {f. Both frames i8 and {1 are of angle-iron
or L-shaped in cross~-secticnal form throughout
the sides end ends thereof. The frame {8 is ar-
ranged inverted with respect to the frame 1! so
as. to provide a flat upper surface, as at {8 for
supporting a glass, plastic or other facing panel
{4, the latter heing heid against displacement by
l.-shaped reinforcing corner strips (8 secured to
the frame 19 and each having a pa't of upstand-
ing keepers 16 which engage the peripheral edges
of the panel 14, as is clearly apparent from a con-~
sideration of Fig. 1 of the drawing.
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The depending portions of the ead walls of the
frame I8 have adjacent the corner portions there-
of apertures for receiving bolts and similar fas-
teners and one of these apertures is shown at 7
in Fig. 2 of the draw.ng.

The frame {{ is upright instead of being in-
verted like the frame {8, thus the bettom member
or wall 18 of the frame forms a seat and support
for the panel 19, similar to the panel 4. The
raised peripheral edge 28 retains the panel 1§
against displacement and, at the same time,
formas a raised ridge, as ind'cated at 21, at the
left of Fig. 1 to retain articles against displace-
ment from the panel or top .

Considering Fig. 2 of the drawing, it will ap-
pear that the horizontal portion {2 of the frame
Il has adjacent the corner portions thereof
apertures 22 for receiving fastener devices for
attaching the frame H to the leg frames 12, {27,

Each leg frame comprises a pair of legs 23 and
24 on the frame 12, 23’, 24’ on the frame 2.
As both of these frames are of the same eonstruc-
tion, the brief description of one will apply to
both,

The legs 23 and 24 are joined by a top cross-
head 25 having adjacent the ends thereof aper-
tures 26 registering with the apertures 17 to re-
ceive the bolts or other fasteners, ag for exam-
ple, at 2T in Fig. I of the drawing for securing
the top frame 18 in position. The legs 23, 24 are
also joined and braced by flat U-shaped rods 22
welded to the legs. The rods 28 having protrud-
ing ends. 28, apertured, as seen at 30, to regis-
ter with the apertures 22 in the frame {1 and to
receive bolts, screws or similar fasteners 24, as
indicated in Fig. 1 of the draw'ng, in securing
the frame 1! to the leg frames 12, 12°. All of
the legs of the frames 12, 12" have large feet to
adapt the metal furniture for mounting om soft
surfaces without injury or penetrating the sur-
faces. In Fig. 2 of the drawing, these feet are
designated by the reference character 22.

With the construction shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
the knockdown table will comprise two relatively
thin table frames 18 and (i and two relatively
thin leg frames §2, {2’. These four parts, wherr
disassembled, can be conveniently packed in a

sctangular thin package, as for example, the
container ¥§ shown in Fig, 7 of the drawing. The
panels: or table tops f4 and 19 may or may not
be employed as part of the complete package
depending upon the shipping requirements. I
have found from practice that, where these tops
are of different colors and ornamentations, it is
desirabie to package them separately to s'mplify
filling of orders in satisfying the desires of a cus-




2,538,831

3

tomer. In this way, the metal frame structure
of the table can be sold in one of a number of
base colors or color combinations with different
types and kinds of ornamental tops, particularly
when other than plain glass tops are employed.

It will be apparent that, by providing the
knockdown sfructure and forming the same in
the rigid manner herein disclosed s relatively
large number of tables can be packed for storage
and shipment and more conveniently handled
than would be possible in complete articles of
furniture built in a permanent assemblage. Fur-
thermore, the question of breaking or damage is
substantially dispensed with.

‘In Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawing, I have shown 1

a modified adaptation of my invention, wherein
I employ two table frames Il¢ and {1b, similar

to the frames 18 and I{ and, instead of employ-

ing the end leg frames, as at 12, 12/, I employ
four corner leg members or frames as at 34,
each having at upper and central portions there-
of angularly extending integral brackets 35 and
36 welded thereto, one of these hrackets, the
bracket 38, being shown in Fig. 4 of the drawing
and these brackets are apertured, as seen at 37,
to receive screws or bolt fastenings, for example
38, for the top brackets and 39 for the lower
brackets. The lower brackets 36 may also he

o
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further reinforced, as well as characterized by

corner brace strips 48 having inturned rounded
ends 41, as clearly seen in Fig. 3 of the drawing:

30

With' this construction; the two similar table

frames {la, 11D are supported in spaced relation-
ship to each other and upon these may be ar-
ranged table or panel members, as at {9a, (5b.
In Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawing, I have shown
& further moedification which  differs from the
structure shown in Figs. 3 and 4, primarily in

uniting the table frames as a complete unit. In -

this figure, 42 and 43 represent two similar table
frames in all respects like the frames {i¢ and tib
and these frames are integrally joined and spaced
by L-shaped or angle-iron corner posts 44 by
being welded or otherwise permanently secured
thereto. With this construction, corner leg mem-
bers or frames 45 are employed having welded to
their upper ends brackets 46, upon which the
lower table frame 43 seats and to which the
frame is secured by screws or bolts 47. In other
words, the structure of Fig. 5 is the same as Fig,
3, except that, instead of extending the legs 34
to form . supports for two independent table
frames {!a, I1b in Fig, 5, the two frames 22 and
£3 are united in the corner posts 44 and the legs
45 extend below this united frame. With the
structure of Figs. 5 and 6, the resulting package
will be governed in thickness largely by the depth
of the complete top frame comprising the two
table frames 42, 43 whereas in Figs. 3 and 4, the
thickness of the package will be largely governed
by the dimensions of the corner legs. In all in-
stances, the contour of the table frames will gov-
ern the length and width of the resulting package.

Having fully described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent isv

1. In knockdown tables of the class described,
two table frames comprising peripheral frame
strips of L-shaped cross-sectional form forming
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horizontal and vertical wall portions, A-shaped
leg frames detachable with respect to said table
frames for supporting the same in producing a
table having vertically spaced table frames at the
upper portion thereof, a horizontal wall portion
of the upper frame being arranged uppermost
and of the lower frame lowermost, the horizontal
wall of the lower frame forming means for sup-
porting a table panel against displacement there-

i on, and means on the upper frame extending

above the upper surface of the horizontal wall
thereof for retaining the table panel against dis-
placement therefrom.

2. In knockdown tables of the class deseribed,
two table frames comprising peripheral frame
strips of ‘L-shaped cross-sectional form forming
horizontal and vertical wall portions, msans com~
prising leg members detachable with respect to
said frames for supporting the same in produc-
ing a table having vertically spaced table frame,
a horizontal wall portion, of the upper frame,
being arranged uppermost and, of the lower
frame, lowermost, the vertical wa.l of the lower
frame forming means for supporting a table
panel against displacement thereon, means on.
the upper frame extending above the upper sur-
face of the horizontal wall thereof for retaining
the table panel against displacement therefrom,’
and said last named means compr:sing reinfore-
ing members secured to vertical walls of said
frame.

3. In knockdown tables of the class described,
the combination with a pair of rectangular table
frames, each comprising a strip of anguiar cross-
sectional form, of substantially. A-shapved leg
irames, the leg frames comprising leg members
joined by a top cross-bar and a lower U-shaped.
cross bracket, means directly coupling one top
table frame with the top cross-bar of said leg
frames, means detachably: coupling the other
lower table frame with the U-shaped cross--
brackets of said leg frames, table panels for de-
tachable mounting on each of said tab’e frames,

... and the top table frame having raised means at
% corner portions thereof retaining the table panel

i)

against sh1ft1ng displacement therefrom.
CHARLES P, MOLLA."
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