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"o all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Anprew J. Kennepy,
a -citizen: of the United States, residing at
Glencoe, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and

-~ useful - Improvements in Soft-Collar and

Necktie Supports, of which the following is
a specification.

~This invention relates to devices for main-
taining' the correct shape and position' of
‘soft collars and ties on the person -of the
wearer. Soft and:so-called “semi-soft” col-
lars, at present extensively worn, are more
comfortable than stiff collars, but they pos-
sess'a quite serious fault in a tendency to

" sag’ and droop in front, which fault is not
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cured by  drawing and tying the neck-tie

tightly ‘through the collar, because the knot
of the tie‘itself, especially in the case of knit-
ted.ties, soon slips and allows both the collar
‘and:the tie ‘to'sag downwardly, often ex-
posing the collar button and:- producing an
unsightly appearance: - And éven wheve the
two. depending folds of ‘the tie may be
fastened. together by a scarf-pin, the mot
either slips down or the tie bulges forwardly
to:an objectionable extent. s
-The :main object of this invention is to
provide a simple, inexpensive and easily
manipulated : device . engageable with the

“front - collar: butten and- beneath the front
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folds of the collar, by the use of which the
above-mentioned faults may. be -eliminated
and the correet form.and position of both
the collar and tie on.the person of the wearer
maintained.  Another object is to provide
a device of .the character specified that may
readily ‘be :applied and removed with. the

collarand tie-in-place, and that, when in:

operative position, shall be completely con-

- cealed:-from' view.'. Another  object is to

provide a device for the purposes stated that
shall. use the front collar: button as a sup-
port for preventing sagging of both the col-
lar-and the tie; and still another object is
‘to-provide a device affording a positive hold
on the knot of ‘the tie in such a manner as
to make it impossible ‘for the latter to either
sag or slip downwardly or bulge forwardly.

Other objects and attendant advantages

of the invention will be apparent to persons
skilled in the art as the same becomes better
understood from the following detailed de-
scription, taken:in' connection with the ac-
companying drawing, wherein I have illus-

trated one practical form and embodiment
of the principle of the invention, and in
which—- : ' S
. Fig. 1 is a front elevation showing my
improved device (concealed and hence ap-
pearing in dotted lines) applied to a soft
collar and four-in-hand neck-tie on the neck
of the wearer, and illustrating the manner
in which it supports both the collar and tie
against-drooping; o .
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, with the
tie omitted to better show how the device
is 'supported on the neck of the front collar
button; , ,
Fig. 3 is an enlarged front elevation of the
device removed from the collar and tie;
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of Fig. 3; and
‘Fig. 5 is a further enlarged section: on
the line 5—5 of Fig. 3. s g
Referring to the drawing C designates
what may be assumed to represent’ either a -
soft or a “semi-soft” collar, and T an ordi-
nary neck-tie of the four-in-hand variety;
both:shown - in position on the neck of the
wearer in° Fig. 1. B designates the usual
front collar button on which the meeting
ends of the inner collar band are buttoned
in lapping relation. ‘
Describing now my improved collar and.
tie support, shown in isolated detail in Figs.
3, 4:and 5, this includes a yoke, comprising
a central substantially flat body member 6,
and a pair of symmetrically upwardly and
outwardly curved arms 7 that, as shown in
Fig. 4, are also rearwardly curved to con-
form substantially to the curve of the front
portion of the upper edge of the collar when
the latter is on the neck of the wearer. This
yoke may, of course, be made of any suitable -

-material, but I contemplate the tse of the

substance known to. the trade as “pyralin™
for this element of the device. Preferably,
and- as herein shown; the rear side of the
body 6 is formed with a vertical countersink
8, in which is fitted a stem or post 9, pref-
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erably a flat strip of steel, brass, or any -
other suitable metal or material. The body -

6 and post ‘9 are apertured to receive a
clamp-bolt 10 and knurled nut 11 for se-
curely uniting the yoke and post, and the
latter is formed at its lower end with a
V:shaped notch 12 of a size: proper to fit -
and ride on the neck of the collar button
just in rear of the head of the latter.:: To
make the device adjustable to varying
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heights of collfub, the bolt engaging aper-
ture in the post 9 preferably conswts of a
vertical slot 18.

For the purpose of mamtalmnrr the collar
erect and shapely the device as thus far
described is complete; and the manner in
which it does this is apparent from Figs. 1
and 2. The lower notched end 12 ‘of the

post 9 is stepped on the neck of the collar

button, and the two arms 7 of the yoke are
passed beneath the two front folds of the
collar and effectively hold the lattter up in

lace. When the neck-tie is tied, the device
1s entirely concealed from view, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1.

An important ad]unct of | the devme, in

the referred form shown, con51sts of a for-
wardly and upwardly projecting pin or spur
14, that is conveniently and preferably made
in one with the bolt 10. This pin or spur
pierces the knot of the tie from the rear,
and serves to hold the knot up in correct
position between the opposed ends of the
front folds of the collar and completely
the space between said ends and hid-
ing the collar button.

- The device is readily applied and removed
by the thumb and fore-finger of the wearer
after the collar and tie have been applied by
simply drawing the knot of the tie forwardly

temporarily and shppmg and positioning

the device behind it. . When it is in place it
not only supports both the collar and the tie
in peat and trim position against sagging

,downwaldly, but the ]lm or spur 14 also
|

holds the tie against bulging forwardly in a
manner very common when the knot ‘of the
tie is tied and drawn very tightly through
the collar.

By. loosening the nut 11 and ad]ustmg

the post 9 upwardly or downwardly rela-

tively to the yoke, the device may be made
to fit equally well, low, high and intermedi-
ate heights of collars

Manifestly minor changes of form and
structure. may be made without departing
from the principle of the invention or sacri-
ficing any _of the advantages thereof,
Hence»; I reserve all such Variat»ions and

modifications as fall within the spirit and

purview of the a.ppended claims,

I claim—

L. A soft coldar supporting devxce of the
character described, comprising a post hav-

7ing a V-shaped notch in  its lower end

adapted to straddle and ride. on the neck of
a collar button, a yoke member formed with
a.central body portion countersunk on its
rear side to fit said post and having a pair
of upwardly, outwardly and rearwardly
curved arms adapted to underlie the front
folds and upper folded edge of the collar,

and means. for fastemng saxd post and yoke :

together

1,555,218

A soft collar supporting device of the
chalactel described, comprising a flat post
formed with a loqgltudlml slot and g notch
in its lower end adapted to ride on the shank
of a collar button, a yoke member formed
with-a central cotntersunk and apertured
portion fitted on said post and having a pair
of upwardly, outwardly and realwaldly
curved arms adapted to underlie the front
folds and upper folded edge of the collar,
and a clamp-bolt extendmg through . the
aperture of said . yoke member and the slot
of said post for adjustably fastenmg said
parts together.

3. A device of the charactel descnbed
comprising a member adapted to be remov-

ably mounted on a.collar button and pro-
branching arms.

vided with oppositely
adapted to. underlie the front folds of a
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collar and with a central forwardly .and

upwardly projecting. prong adapted .to.

plerce and support the knot of a neck-tie.

4, A soft collar and tie support, compris-:

ing a yoke member having upwardly and
outwardly branching arms adapted to_ un-

derlie the front folds and upper folded
edge of a collar, a post secured to the center

of said yoke memben and: formed: with a
notched lower end adapted . to ride on the
shank of a collar button, and a forwardly
projecting prong adapted to pierce and sup-
p(nt the knot of -a neck-tie.:

A soft collar supportmg‘démce of the"
comprising - a . post:

Lhal acter . described,
adapted to rest at its lower end on a.collar
button, a yoke member’ formed with a cen-

tral countersunk portmn fitted on said post .

and having a pairr of upwardly and oiit-
wardly branching arms adapted to underlie

the front folds and upper folded edge of .

the collar, means. for fastening: said post and

- yoke member together, and-a forwardly and

upwardly projecting prong carried by said

fastening means adapted to plerce and sup--

port the knot of a neck-tie.
6.-A soft collar supporting devme of the
character described, comprising a flat post

formed with a longltudmal slot ‘and: a notch -

in its lower end adapted to ride on the shank

of a collar button, a yoke.member formed .

with & central countersunk and: apertured

portion fitted on said post and having a pair

of upwardly, outwardly and rearwardly

curved -arms adapted to underlie the front

folds and upper folded edge of the collar,

aclamp-bolt extending through the aper-
ture of said yoke member and the slot of said -
post for adjustably fastening said parts to- -

gethier, and a forwardly and upwardly pro-
jecting prong integral with said clamp-bolt
adapted to plerce and support the knot of a
neck-tie. ~
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