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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

GEORGE LEWIS CASTNER, OF BROWNSVILLE, TENNESSEE.,

APPARATUS FOR PLAYING DUPLICATE GAMES OF CARDS,

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 606,121, dated June 21 , 1898.
Application filed July 29,1896, Serial No, 600,896, (No model.)

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, GEORGE LEWIS CAST-
NER, of Brownsville, in the county of IHay-
wood and State of Tennessee, have invented
a new and Improved Apparatus for Playing
Duplicate Games of Cards, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an apparatus for
playing duplicate games of cards, particu-
larly duplicate whist, and the object of the
invention is to provide a tray of convenient
form provided with holders adapted to hold
the several hands of the original play by
themselves and in proper order for a dupli-
cate play, the holders being so located as to
effectually protect the cards, and holders be-
ing provided on both faces of the tray.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide holders on the tray in which score-cards,
index-cards, or other cards or slips adapted
to bear various memoranda of the game may
be retained.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a guide-board for use in connection with
the tray and soarranged that the proper po-
sition of the tray for original or for duplicate
play may be assured.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a means for expeditiously and conven-
iently applying the holders to the tray and
also to provide index-cards of a peculiar type,
which cards will greatly facilitate the prog-
ress of the game and in a great measure pre-
vent misanderstandings and mistakes in the
disposition of the trays.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improved
tray. Tig. 2 is a perspective view of the
guide-board, illustrating chips and counters
thereon.. Fig. 8 is a view of a portion of the
tray, illustrating one means of securing the
holders in place. Tig. 4 is a view similar to
Fig. 3, illustrating another means for retain-
ing the holders in place on the tray, being
especially adapted for use where the holders

are not convenient to the margin of the tray;

and Figs. 5 and 6 ‘are plan views of index-

cards used in connection with the tray.

It may be advantageous to make a few
statements with reference to the game of
duplicate whist. Duplicate whist is a game
of cards played by four persons, two of whom
sit, respectively, at the north and the south
sides of the table, being partners, the two
other persons, which are also partners, being
seated at the east and the west sides of the
table, respectively. The essential difference
between duplicate whist and the well-known
game of whist is thatin the latter the thirteen
cards dealt to each hand are played but once
and after that the pack of cards is shuffled
and new hands are dealt to all the various
players, whereas in duplicate whist the thir-
teen cards originally dealt to each hand are
kept intact to be played again one or more
times at the same table or at other tables
should there be more than one table engaged
in the playing of the same hands of cards.
The cards are therefore dealt but once dur-
ing the course of the game. In duplicate
whist the cards are not thrown to the center
of the table, each four cards being gathered
up in the shape of tricks by the winning side,
as in ordinary whist, but each player as he
plays his card places it on the table immedi-

ately in front of him face upward and sepa-

rate from any other card, placing the next
card he plays also face upward and immedi-
ately over the card he has previously played,
80 as to conceal the face of the latter from
view, and so on to the conclusion of the play
of the hand, when each of the four players
will have all the cards of his hand in one pile
before him, unmixed with any of the others.
The object of keeping the cards thus intact
is to make comparisons in the merits of the

- actual play between partners and their op-

ponents, the design being that on the second
play of the cards the hands formerly played
by the partners at the north and the south
sides of the table shall beplayed by the part-
ners at the east and west sides of the table,
and vice versa, in order that the respective
merits of the various players or their ability
to make points from a given hand may be de-
termined.

Theboards ortrays,together with the guide-
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boards to be employed, constitute the main
features of the invention, and are designed
chiefly to facilitate the preservation of each
hand of cards when once played and in sub-
sequent plays of the same cards to indicate
the proper position of the hands among the
players in accordance with the design of the
game.

It is found to be best to play duplicate
whist with several packs of cards and several
trays, &c., to correspond, the number depend-
ing upon the will of the players, the reason
being as follows: After playing one set of
hands it is desirable that other hands should
be played before the play of that hand is re-
peated in order that as far as possible the
memory of the cards in that hand and the
particular playing of them shall be lost and
the new play be confined as nearly as possi-
ble to the same degree of skill in the second
instance as governed in the first. If then,
for example, a game of twenty hands to each
player at one table is proposed, it will be best
to provide for it ten trays A, twenty packs
of cards, (one pack for the front or odd-num-
bered side of each tray and one pack for the
reverse or even-numbered side of each tray,)
one guide-board B, twenty score-cards, or
forty score-cards, if ‘each side is to keep a sep-
arate score, thirteen chips or counters C for
counting the tricks taken on the play of each
set of four hands, &nd if such a check upon the
score-card should be desired alotof other ehips
or counters, from whieh on the coneclusion of
the play of each set of hands the winning side

‘will draw as many chips as it has taken tricks

packs of cards are usually all dealt out be-
in excess of its adversaries. The twenty
fore the game begins, as this saves time.
The dealing is done as in ordinary whist, and
it is a matter of choice whether the trump-
card is turned up or whether one suit is se-
lected as the trump-suit for all the twenty
deals, the latter being the nsual method. A
pack of cards having thus been dealt into
four hands of thirteen cards each, the dealer

selecting a tray and placing it before him-

with, for example, the front or odd-numbered
side up proceeds to place under the four
holdersprovided thereon forthe playing-cards
the four hands he has dealt, one hand under
each holder. The cards are placed in the
holders with their faces toward the tray, so

that when thus placed upon said tray the
contents of the hands are entirely concealed

from view. The odd-numbered side of the
tray being thus completed, another pack of
cards is dealt in the same way and placed in
the same manner in the holders of the re-
verse or even-numbered side of the tray. The
score-card or strip of paper for each side of the
tray is then provided and placed under the
score band or holder and over the nimbers on

each side and in the center of the tr ay, con-

cealing the said numbers, and the tray is then

ready For play.
The tray A is made of any desired material

andisgiven anyapprovedform. Preferably,
however the tray is so shaped that it will

ave fOlll wings, (designated, respectively, as
a, &', a*, and o, ) The wings are equidistant
apart and are located sothat a wing will face
each player when properly seated at the table
upon which the tray is placed. The wings
are all of the same size with the exception of
the wing ¢? which is pxefuably longer and
narrower than the others, since the tu ay is to
be connected with the guide-board B by its
narrower wing, for the purpose and in the
manner to be hereinafter explained.

Four preferably endless bands 10 are em-
ployed to form holders on both faces of the
tray for the hands of cards 12 that are to be
played, one of such hands being shown in po-
sition at the left of the tray in I‘w 1.

Each wing is plefembly 1)10\71ded with a
1on31tud1nal slot 13 made in each side of the
wing and extending to a point a predeter-
mined distance from the center of the wing,
each longitudinal slot 13 communicating di-
reetlymth a.transverse slot 14, the latter be-
ing of a length corresponding fo the width of
the band 10 that is to be employed, and the
entrance to each of the longitudinal slots is
V-shaped, or practically so,as shownin Figs.
1 and 3. The longitudinal slots 13 are of
such width that the bands, which are prefer-
ably of rubber, must needs be stretched be-
fore they can be passed along the said longi-
tudinal slots, and having been passed along
the longitudinal slots the bands enter the
transverse slots 14 and extend longitudinally
across the central portions of the wings at the
top and at the bottom of the tray.

It will be observed that the holders or bands
10 are entirely within the margins of the tray
and will not, therefore, be unduly chafed at
their ends, and that each band or holder 10
is independent. When, however, it is nec-
essary to place the bands or holders in the
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body of the tray at points distant from the -

margin of said tray, the portion of the tray
which is to receive the said band is treated
as shown in Fig. 4, in which a large opening
15 is illustrated of sufficient size toenablea
band to be readily passed through it in its
double form, and at each end of the opening
15a corresponding V-shaped recess 16 is made,
and each recess 16 is in communication with
a longitudinal slot 17, and each longitudinal
slot 17 communicates directly with a shorter
and wider slot 18, which is at an angle to the
longitudinal slot 17. The bands in their
double form are passed up through the open-
ings 15, and then each strand of the band is
drawn through the longitudinal slot 17 until
it enters the connecting transverse slot 18,
whereupon the band will be firmly in posi-
tion and will be stretched across the opening
15 at the top and bottom of the tray, form-
ing a holder on each of its faces.

Prefera,bly three bands or holders are em-
ployed upon a tray in addition to the bands
or holders 10 for the hands of cards. "These
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auxiliary holders are located on the body of
the tray and are designated, respectively, as
19, 20, and 21, the holder 19 being preferably
placed at the center of the tray and the hold-
ers 20 and 21 at each side of the central band
or holder. The object of this number is to
distinguish the hands of cards under the hold-
ers of the face of the tray on which it appears
from any other set of hands on other trays.
It is, in fact, the number of the set of hands.
Therefore the numbers are different on the
various trays; but these numbers also distin-

‘guish the obverse from the reverse face of the

trays, odd numbers appearing on the obverse
and even numbers on the reverse face.
A number 221is produced, preferably, upon

- the eentral portion of each face of the tray,
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the number on the obverse side being an odd
number and the number on the opposite side
an even number, and these numbers may be
concealed by a score-card 23, which may be

-of any desired form or style, the score-card

being placed face downward under the cen-
tral auxiliary holder 19. The holder 20 is
adapted to hold an index-card D on the tray,
and the holder 21 when employed may be
used to hold upon the board a card or slip E,

‘containing memoranda of the trump turned

up or the trump that has been otherwise de-
termined upon, and when this slip E is omit-
ted the index-card D' (shown in Fig. 6) may

be used, in which a space is preserved for the

memoranda of the traump. The chips or coun-
ters C may be of any desired form and mate-
rial. , N
The smaller wing ¢ is provided with an in-
dicator 24 on both faces of its outer end, which
indicator assists in determining the wing of
the tray that is to be brought in direct con-
nection with the guide-board, and also deter-
mines the front from the reverse side of the
tray. Any one of various devices may be
used for this purpose—as, for example, labels
may be employed of two different colors to be
applied uniformly, one color to the front and
the other color to the reverse sideof the tray.
The guide-board B is flat upon both its
top and bottom surfaces and is adapted to re-
ceive the tray; but the guide-board is pro-
vided with two lugs 25 near one of its edges,
and these lugs are placed at such a distance
apart that they will receive snugly between
them the wing «? of the tray having the indi-
cator applied, and the lugs 25 are equidis-
tant from a central line drawn through the
guide-board. The plainindex-card shown in
Fig. 5-is provided with a panel 26, extending

from top to bottom and from one side edge to

a predetermined distance inward. Upon this
panel the number of the table is to be indi-
cated, and to that end the following matter
is printed on the panel: “Play on this tray
begins at table No. —— and ends at the table
next below it in the circuit.” Three columns
27, 28, and 29 are also produced on this index-
card, extending from top to bottom, and the
columns are subdivided into squares or pan-

els, and the column 28 is headed by the phrase
“Number of table.” The subdivided portion
of the column 28 isheaded by the word ““ Orig-
inal,” and the subdivided column 29is headed
by the word ¢ Duplicate,” and above the words
“Duplicate” and ¢ Original” a panel 30.is
formed bearing the following reading matter:
¢“Check here when played.” .

The modified form of the index-card D’
shown in Fig. 6 is arranged the same as that
shown in Fig. 5, except that the large panel
26 is reduced to provide for an additional
panel 31, upon which panel the trump-card
or trump decided upon isnoted, and this panel
is designated by the words ““ Trump card.”

Bearing in mind that the game of duplicate
whist is designed as a test of skill, it is at
once evident that to accomplish this test it
is necessary that the hands that were played
by the two partnersin the original play shall
fall to their two opponents in the duplicate
play; and vice versa. It now becomes evident
that the object of the guide-board is to insure
the proper placing of the trays before.the
players in both the original and the duplicate
plays. It accomplishes this result in the fol-
lowing manner:

Before beginning the original play, it hav-

ing been determined to assign to the player .

sitting, say, on the north side of the table
the hands of cards under the band 10, wing
A? of the various trays, the guide-board is
placed upon the table so that the lugs or in-
dex-blocks 25 shall be in the direction of this
player. The tray is then placed upon the

-guide-board so as to restlevel upon it, and as

the tray can rest level only when the smaller
wing a?isbroughtin between the guide-blocks
this wing will. be presented to the player at
the north side, the hands of cards on the op-
posite wing a ‘being presented to the player
on the south side of the table, and so on.
The cards will then be in the proper position
for play.

At the conclusion of the play of any set of
hands each player gathers up the cards he
has played and replaces them under the band
or holder facing the player; but having com-

‘pleted the original play of the set of hands

on the front side of the tray and having re-
placed the cards of the same as stated the
tray is turned over, replaced upon the guide-
board, and the set of hands on the reverse
side is then used for play. The original play
of this tray being completed, it is removed
from the guide-board, and the play proceeds
by placing another tray thereon and treating
it in like manner. This completes the origi-
nal play. _ ,
“The cross-mark ““ X” shown in Fig. 1 is de-
signed as an indicator to show which hand of
the four on each side of the tray has the
original lead. This markispreferably placed
on an arm and near enough to a band which
holds the cards thereon so that when the lat-
ter.are under the band or holder they will
also cover and conceal this lead-indicator.
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It is intended that each of the four players
shall have at least approximately an equal
number of orignal leads, and hence it is de-
signed that this indicator shall be distributed
as nearly as possible anequal number of times
on each of the four arms or wings of the va-
rious trays employed in a game.

Before beginning the duplicate play the
guide-board is shifted a quarter of a circle,
s0 that the index-blocks 25, which were pre-
viously in direction of and nearest to thenorth
player,will now be in direction of and nearest
to the player at the east wing of the board,
for example. It is evident that the shifting
of the guide-board will give to the east player
in the duplicate play all the hands or cards
of the varicus trays as they are replaced npon
the guide-board which the north player held
during the original play, and thus the vari-
ous hands will be distributed in a reverse or-
der to the distribution in the original play.
When the guide-board is once placed in posi-
tion for either the original or the duplicate
play, it of course remains stationary until the
conclusion of the play thus arranged for.

TFig. 5 represents the face of the index-card
intended for use, for example, with the aux-
iliary band or holder 20 in eases where there
are players at a number of tables playing
with the same trays of cards. It is usual in
such cases for the players sitting on the north
and south sides of the various tables as part-
ners to be pitted against the players sitting
on the east and west sides of the tables, and
in order to save considerable delay at some
tables at the beginning of the play and to

others at the closing of the same which a dif-

ferent method would oceasion it is.algo usual

to begin play at all the tables simultaneously, .

each table beginning play on a different tray.
The yarious tables having been designated by
a number in regular order and being under-
stood to form a cirecuif, then as the play of
each tray is completed at one table it is passed
on in regular order from that table to another
until it has completed the circuit of all the
tables. When all the trays comprising the
first set have thus completed the circuit, they
are set aside and a new sef is introduced and
played in like manner until the play of all
the trays has been completed. It sometimes
happens, however, in the eonfusion or execite-
ment of play and where no indieator is used
to show it that a doubt arises as to whether
a set of trays has thus completed the circuit,
and this can be determined only under the
usual method by reference to the score-card,
a course which it is especially desirable to
avoid. It is to meet this difficulty and facili-
tate the game that the index-card shown in
Fig. 5 is provided.

At the inception of the game, tables hav-
ing been numbered in regular order and un-
derstood to be in the circuit, it being also ar-
ranged that the table from which the tray is
passed to another table shall be understeod
as being next below this other table in the

608,121

cirecuit, one of these index-cards is attached
to each side of the various trays, and as the
play of each set of hands of cards is begun
a record of the number of the table begin-
ning such play is made in the blank space in

70

the panel 26, attached to the corresponding -

side of the tray. When the play of these
hands is completed and the hands are re-
placed upon said tray, the latter is then
passed on to the next table in order, where
the same hands are again played and replaced
on the tray and passed on in like manner to
the next table in order, and so on until the
cireuit is completed. It is evident that this
feature of the index-card makes it applicable
to a circuit composed of any number of ta-
bles; but to meet the views of that class of
players who may desire to be more precise in
stating aceurately every detail the index-card
is provided with ‘three columns 27, 28, and
29, heretofore alluded to. The column 27 is
provided to contain the numbers of the va-
rious tables, while the columns 28 and 29 are
left blank. The blank squares opposite the
numbers of any given table are left to be
filled by the player at that table designated
to doso with some convenient or agreed-upon
check-mark fo show when this is done that
the play of the cards accompanied by this in-
dex-card has been completed at that round
forthattable. Duringthe original play these
check-marks will be placed in the column 28,
and when all the blank spaces in this column
opposite the numbers of the various tables
engaged in the game shall have been filled it
will be evident that this round of the play of
the given cards has been completed. 'The
table-number is then erased from the blank
space in the panel 26 and the tray is set aside
until needed for the duplicate play, when it
is brought forward again, the duplicate play
of the hands being commenced at any of the
tables, the number of that table being en-
tered on the panel 26, and the column 29 is
now employed to check off the tables as they
complete the duplicate play. '

The index-card shown in Fig. 6 is the same
as that shown in Fig. 5 except that it con-
tains the panel 31,upon which the trump-card
or the trump otherwise selected may be indi-
cated.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In an apparatus for a duplicate game of
cards, a tray having holders for the reception
of the cards, an extension from the body .of
the tray, and a guide-board provided with in-
dex projections, arranged to réceive between
them the said projection from the tray, for
the purpose of determining throughout the
game a certain preferred position of the tray,
as and for the purpose specified.

2. In an apparatus for a duplicate game of
cards, a tray having holders for the reception
of the cards and an extension from the body
of the tray, and a guide-board provided with
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index projections to receive bhetween them
the said extension from the tray, for the pur-
pose of determining throughout the game a
certain preferred position of the tray, the
said projection from the tray having indica-
tors applied thereto, whereby it may be read-
ily determined whether the reverse or the ob-
verse side of the tray is uppermost, as and
for the purpose specified.

3. A game apparatus having aguide-board
provided with two index projections, and a
tray capable of carrying cards and provided
with a projection capable of extending be-
tween the index projections, substantially as
described. _

4. Agame apparatus havinga guide-board,
and a tray, the tray being capable of being

!

held on the guide-board in a series of certain
positions, substantially as described.

5. A game apparatus, the game apparatus
having a guide-board provided with two in-
dex projections, and a tray having a plural-
ity of projections each capable of extending
between the index projections on the guide-
board, substantially as described.

6. The combination of a board, and a guide

carried thereby, with a plurality of whist--

trays, each adapted to rest upon said guide
and to engage with said board in one posi-
tion of the tray relative thereto.
GEORGE LEWIS CASTNER.
Witnesses:
W. 8. LEa,
MATT GRACEY.
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