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This invention is directed to an improvement
in key containers and carriers, designed with a
view to providing a simple, compact article which
may be readily carried in the pocket and in which

5 the keys are separately housed and protected,
and in which any selected key may be moved
out of the container for use without disturbing
or in any way affecting any other key.

The primary object of the present invention is

10 the provision of a key container or holder made
up of a series of relatively flat sections of ap-
propriate material secured along one longitu-
dinal edze to provide a series of flaps, the op-
posite otherwise free edges of the flaps being

15 designed to be secured by temporary readily
openable fastenings, with appropriate means at
one end for supporting the keys in a removable
manner between two adjacent flaps.

A further object of the present invention is to

90 arrange the securing means at the otherwise free
edges of the flaps out of line with each other in
order to avoid unnecessary bulk or thickness of
the container.

A further object of the invention is the pro-

g5 Vision of flaps making Uup the type of container
or holder described, with such flaps of different
lengths or in part with relatively offset. side edge
projections, whereby in either case a wholly in-
dependent and completely uncovered portion of

30 each flap is exposed to permit the user to mark

““such exposed portion with an- identification of
the particular key overlying the flap so marked
in order that the desired key may be selected by
its identification mark, and the appropriate flap

5. opened to permit access to that key without inter-

“'fering with or exposing any of the other keys in
the holder.

A further object of the present invention is
the utilization of the exposed portion of each

40, flap as an identifying means for the respective
keys, wholly regardless of and without regard
to any identifying mark on such exposed por-
tion, whereby the user, particularly in the dark
where the identification mark would be useless.

46, may, by passing a finger over the exposed por-

“tions, readily identify the particular flap which
he knows covers the key desired, thus permitting
the user to select and expose that desired key
without exposing or interfering with any of the

50 other keys even under the adverse condition of
darkness.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision in a container or holder of this type of an
additional flap on the face of the container se-

55 cured alongits side edges and bottom edge to the

jmmediately adjacent flap but disconnected from
such adjacent flap at the top. This additional
flap serves as a pocket to receive and more or less
securely house a particular key which is in fre-
quent use, so that the user may have ready access
to this particular key without the necessity of
opening any of the flaps. .

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the Im-
proved key container.

Fig. 2 is a face view of the same with the outer
section open.

Fig. 3 is a view of a modification.

Fig. 4 is a plan view partially in section of the
structure shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a detail view of a conventional means
for supporting a key.

In the form illustrated more particularly in

Figures 1 and 2, the improved key container and o

holder comprises a series of elongated preferably
but not necessarily rectangular sections 1, with
the edges at one side and one end aligned. The
sections are secured together immediately ad-
jacent the aligned side edges by stitching 2, or
other appropriate fastening, so that the sections
or flaps are secured together along one edge In
superimposed relation, the opposite side edges,
except as hereinafter described, being free so that
any one or more flaps may be opened and turned
pack relative to the other flaps.

The respective flaps, other than the top flap,
are marked with identification tabs 3, preferably
formed by cutting away the material of the orig-
inal flap on lines 4 of less lengths for each under-
lying flap, to thereby provide in each flap a
projection which underlies and extends below the
similar projection of the overlying flap. The
final flap 5 of the container is of a width corre-
sponding to the width of the other flaps includ-
ing the projection. As thus provided, each flap
has a portion projecting beyond the open edge
of the container, which portion, at least in part,
is completely exposed at all times to provide an
identifying function, as will later appear.

The free edges of the flaps are designed to be
interlocked or temporarily fastened one with the
other through the use of snap fasteners 6, the
cooperating elements of which are secured re-
spectively to the contacting faces of adjacent
flaps, so that by simple pressure or pull, the
adjacent flaps may be fastened together along
their otherwise free edges or conveniently sepa-
rated to expose the desired key. In this connec-
tion it is to be particularly noted that the snap
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"vided, as indicated at i,

2

fastening elements, which of course are designed
to show conventionally any appropriate fasten-
ing means, are arranged out of line one with
the other in order to avold the otherwise thick-
ening or increased bulk of the container. With
the use of snap fasteners, it is obvious that all of
the fasteners may be moved into connecting or
securing relation by pressure on the top and
bottom flaps.

All flaps are formed near their upper aligned
edges with an opening ‘7 to receive means by
which the key is held in place. While any ap-
propriate means may be brovided for this pur-
pose, it is preferred that fastenings of the type
shown in Figure 5 be used. These fasteners in-
clude a bar 8 having g terminal 9 at right angles
to one end and a second terminal 10 movably
connected to the opposite end, so that it can be
lurned in aligsnment with the bar or at right
angles thereto. The fastener with the movabile
terminal turned down in alignment with the bar
is ‘passed through the opening 7 in each flap, the
key threaded thereon and the movable terminal
{0 turned back at right angles to the bar., The
key is thus secured to the particular flap so that
it may be turned freely out of the container when
desired for use or conveniently removed entirely
from the container when desired.

In Figure 3 the construction previously de-
scribed is duplicated except in- connection with
the identification tabs 3 and the reference nu-
merals applied to the corresponding parts of
Figure 1 are duplicated in Pigure 3. In this
modified form, the identification tabs are pro-
by successively increas-
ing the length of the respective flaps to cause
each underlying flap to broject below the over.
lying flap, the identification tabs peculiar to each
flap are provided, all of which are completely
and entirely visible when the holder is closed.

On the front flap or section making up the
holder there is provided an additional section 12
secured on its side edges and bottom edge to the
first flap. The bottom edge of the section 12
is aligned with the bottom edge of the first flap
and the upper edge of the section | 2 is preferably
cut at an angle, ag indicated at 13, which upper
edge of the section {2 is materially below the
upper edge of the first fiap. - The section 12 is
thus secured to the holder on all edges except the
upper edge to thus provide g pocket to loosely
receive a key which is more or less in constant
use or-at-least more constantly used than the
other keys of the holder. The pocket may be ap-
plied to any form or omitted therefrom at will
and the key is frictionally held within the pocket
without other securing means. The opening 17
may, if desired, be protected by conventional
eyelets 14 to prevent wear, and if desired the con-
tainer may be provided with an additional open-
ing 15 near the upper end of the secured -side
edges to receive any connector by which the
holder may be attached to the belt or other pars
of the apparel to prevent loss. This, of course,
is optional as it is contemplated that the key
container is complete in itself and may and pref-
erably is loosely carried in the pocket as are
similar types of containers.

When the user desires to select a key, he may
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readily find between which flaps that particular
key is contained by reference to the identification
tabs. In the event the key is desired under con-
ditions where it ig impossible to read the identi-
fication tabs, the user, with a knowledge of the
particular flap underlying the- desired key, may
simply pass hig finger or thumb in succession
over the identification tabs of either type, identi-
fying by touch the particular flap over which the
desired key is placed and then open the holder
at this point and swing the key out for use,

The material of which the holder as an en-
tirety is constructed bresents a great variety of
options. The flaps may be made of natural or
artificial leather, appropriately fabricated tex-
tiles or any other desired material, so long as
it presents g sufficient degree of rigidity to main-
tain the container in form and yet be sufficiently
fexible to accommodate itself to the pocket. The
container as a whole is breferably of elongated
form and relatively narrow in width, thus facil-
itating not only handling but reducing the space
which it occupies in the pocket,

A particularly important feature of the im-
broved coutainer is that it holds the keys com-
pletely and individually segregated, and permits
the selection and use of any one key without dis-
turbing or interfering with any other key. In
this respect the improved container presents
very material advantages over prior forms of key
containers, wherein the keys are supported from
hooks or the like in g wrapper type of cover, and
wherein the keys are always in a confused jumble,
difficult to separate when wanted, and generally
extended in all directions to bresent uncom-
fortable projections when in the pocket.

What is claimed to be new is:

A key container made up of a series of sec-
tions of appropriate more or less flexible mate-
rial, the base or bottom section of which is of the
full length and width of the desired container, g
series of superimposed flaps arranged on and
aligned with the bottom flap, means for secur-
ing all flaps along one edge, each of the flaps
other than the bottom flap being cut away on the
edge remote from the secured edge, the cut-away
portion of each flap being of less length than
that of the flap and of increasing length in the
respective flaps from the flap next the bottom
flap, whereby all flaps including the bottom. flap
present outstanding margins, the upper surface
of which is visible when the flaps are in closed
relation, said outstanding margins presenting
identification tabs for use in selecting a partic-
ular key, a key-carrying element on each flap,
and cooperating securing elements whereby each
flap is removably fastened to the immediately ad-
jacent lower flap, the cooperating securing ele-
ments of the respective flaps being in spaced
relation vertically of the container to avoid un-
due bulk, the securing of each flap only to its
adjacent fap serving to open the container at
the flap carrying the desired key without permit-
ting any of the other keys of the container being
exposed to thereby avoid the confusion of the
bresence of a number of keys during the use of
a selected key.

: GEORGE P. ECONOMAKIS.
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