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This invention relatesto a drapery traverse rod of the 
type comprising an elongated body adapted to be mount 
edin a generally horizontal position ona roomwalland 
slidably supporting a plurality of drapery carriers for 
movement along a longitudinal slotin the rod to open 
and closeadraperypanelsupportedbytherod. 
The general object ofthe presentinventionistoprovide 

a new.and improved traverse rod of the foregoing char 
acter in which the carriers are supported on the front 
side ofthe rod theside facinginto theroom?to avoidthe 
disadvantages of priorrearand bottom opening traverse 
rods without the unattractive and objectionable appear 
ance of priorfrontopeningtraverse rods. 
Amore detailed objectistoform the carrierslotinthe 

front wall of the traverse rod in a novel manner such 
thatthe slotis masked from the view ofthe occupants of 
the room and is virtually invisible when the drapery is 
Open. 
Another objectistoutilize the masked carrierslotina 

movel mannertoimprovethe supportforthe carriers. 
Still another objectis to form the carriersin a novel 

?mannerfor cooperation with the masked slotinsupport 
ing the drapery againsttilting of the top ofthe drapery 
adjacent the rod. 
Afurther objectis to take advantage of the manner 

of formation and masking of the slot to increase the 
distance the drapery can be opened. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

come apparent from the following detailed description 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary front elevation of a 

drapery traverse rod embodying the novelfeatures ofthe presentinvention. 
FIG 2 is a perspective view of the traverse rod. 
FIG 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along 

the line3?3 of FIG.2. 
FIG 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along 

the line 4?4 of FIG.2 andshowinga modification ofthe 
traverse rod body. 
FIG 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a carrier. 
FIG.6 is an enlarged perspective view of part of one 

ofthe mastercarriers. 
As shown in the drawings for purposes ofillustration, 

this invention is embodied in a drapery traverse rod 10 
adapted to be mounted on a roomwall(notshown) along 
the top of a window to support the drapery panel cover 
ing the window for movement between open and closed 
positions. Such traverse rods comprise elongated hollow 
bodies which extend across the top of the window and 
are formed with a longitudinal slot11slidably supporting 
a plurality of drapery carriers or hangers 12 which are 
connected to the drapery by hooks 13 (FIG 2) inserted 
at laterally spaced points into the upper portion of the 
drapery panel to suspend the latter from the rod A 
master slide 14 at one end of the group of hangers 
similarly supports the movable edge portion of the panel 
andis connected to a pull cord15 for drawingthe master 
slide backandforthinawell known manner. 
In most priortraverse rods the carrierslot11 has been 

formed eitherin the rearwall of the rod to face toward 
the room wall orin the underside of the rod So asto be 
inconspicuous when the drapery is open When the slot 
is formed in the rear wall with the top of the drapery 
projecting upwardly past the front of the rod it has been 
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2 
necessary to offsetthe lower portions of the hangers 12 
forwardly beneath the rod to minimize the objectionable 
outward tilting of the upper edge portion of the drapery 
from the point of support With such hangers however it 
Imas been very dificult to completely eliminate the tilting 
and thereis atendency ofthe hangersto twistand bindin 
the slot Other problems exist with downwardly opening 
rods?including limitations resulting from complex con 
struction and the manner of mounting of Such rods?the 
need for a forward offset of the hangers to reduce Or 
eliminate tilting and the possibility offouling ofthe draw 
cords thatextend throughthe rods above the hangers and 
the master carrier. - ' ? - 

The presentinvention contemplates a traverse rod 10 
of simple construction that completely eliminates the dis 
advantages ofsuch priortraverse rods by formingthe slot 
11in the front wall of the rod in a novel manner such 
that the slotis masked and virtuallyinvisible as viewed 
by the occupants of the room. Thus the improved rod 
permits the placement of the hangers 12 and the master 
carriers 14 in the logical position on the frontwall ofthe 
rod while voiding an unattractive appearance of the rod 
whenthe draperythereonis open. 
To these ends the generally vertical front wall of the 

traverse rod body is formed by an uppersection 17ter 
minatingin a free lower edge 18, and a lowersection 19 
ofset forwardly from the plane of the uppersection and 
projectingupwardly farenoughtomaskthe loweredge 18 
from view from the room. Preferably the free upperedge 
20 of the lowersectionis level with orslightly above the 
loweredge 18.With this arrangement the slot11 actually 
Opensupwardly along the frontwalland all thatis visible 
from the roomis a relativelyinconspicuous line defined 
bythe free upper edge 20. 
While the cross-sectional shape of the tubular body 

may take various forms hereinitis generally rectangular 
as defined by a vertical rearwall 21 horizontal top and 
bottom Walls22 and23 and the horizontally offsetwertical 
Sections 17 and 19 forming the front wall of the rod. In 
FIGS. 2 and 3?the top wallis joined to the front and 
rearwalls by curved bends 24. Inthe modification shown 
in FIG.4 the rear bend 24"is flattened to forma rear 
wardly extending mounting flange with Iongitudinally 
Spaced apertures 25 through which fasteners can be in 
Serted to attach the rod to a ceilingwall The formshown 
in FIGS.2 and 3 is supported on end brackets 27 of any 
desired form. - 

The hangers 12 are molded in one piece of suitable 
material Such as plastic with lowerend portions28 (FIGS. 
3 and 5) in the form of elongated fingers hanging down 
wardly along the lower section 19 and extending below 
the latter the fingers being apertured at29adjacent their 
lowerends to receive the drapery hooks 13.The upper or 
bearing portions 30 of the hangers are shaped to form 
two oppositely opening channels31that receive the edges 
18 and 20 Snugly but slidably to hold the hangers firmly 
in place in the slot11. For this purpose the upper end 
portions are S-shaped bends hooking over the edge 20 
into the slot and then under the edge 18 and upwardly 
behind the uppersection17. 
When the rod10isused tosupporttwo draperypanels, 

two masterslides 14 are mountedin the slot11 between 
two groups of hangers 12. Of course the rod may be 
made adjustable in length by telescoping two similarly 
Shaped bodiestogether In this instance each masterslide 
comprises a vertical plate 32 (FIGS.2 and 4) having an 
apertured lowerportion33forattachmentto the drapery 
with hooks 13?the upper edge portion of the plate being 
fastened by means of screws 34 to a plastic body 35 
having an integral S-shaped portion alongits lower edge 
defining a downwardly opening longitudinal groove 37 
(FIG.6) in the underside ofthe carrierand anupwardly 
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opening groove38 along the loweredge ofits rearside 
These grooves also receive the edges 20 and 18 as shown 
in FIG.4.A loopin the cord 15 formoving the master 
slides alongtherodisinsertedthroughaslot39igafl?ge 
40 extendingdownwardlyfrom the carrierbody35within 
the rod body andis looped around a cleat 41 on the top 
of the body35 as shown in FIG 6. With this arrange 
ment the pulleys42 (FIG 2) forthe pull cord may be 
ofset rearwardly from the slot11to permit the hangers 
12topass the pulleys and stack up at the ends ofthe rod. 
From the foregoing?it will be seen that the disadvan 

tages of rear or bottom opening traverse rods have been 
eliminated in a traverse rod 10 of relatively simple and 
inexpensive construction and atthe sametime the objec 
tionable appearance of prior front opening traverse rods 
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has been avoided in an extremely simple and efective 
manner Moreover the masked slot11isused to advan 
tage in combination with the S-shaped portions 30 of the 
hangers 12 and the master slides 14 to provide Secure 
and freeslidingsupportforthe drapery panels. 
We claimas ourinvention: 
1?A drapery traverse rod adapted to be mounted in 

a generally horizontal position along a room wall and 
having in combination, a hollow tubular body with a 
frontwall forfacinginto the room said front wall com 

* prising vertical upper section terminating in a free and 
generally horizontal lower edge extending longitudinally 
of said body and a lowersection disposedin a generaily 
vertical plane ofset forwardly from said uppersection 
andterminatinginafreeupperedgeparalleltoandspaced 
forwardly from said lower edge said wall sections co 
Operatingto define betweenthem anupwardly openingslot 
extending longitudinally of Said body and a plurality of 
hangers each comprising a finger disposed in a vertical 
position along the front of said lowerwall section and a 
bearing portion of S-shaped cross-section extending into 
Said body through said slot each bearing portion forming 
two ofset and oppositely opening channels extending 
longitudinally of said body and slidably receiving said 
edgesto hold the hangerin saidslot. 
2.A drapery traverse rod adapted to be mounted in 

a generally horizontal position along a room wall and 
having in combination a hollow tubular body with a 
front wall forfacinginto the room said frontwall com 
Prising vertical upper section terminatingin a free and 
generally horizontal loweredge extending iongitudinally 
of said body and a lowersection disposedin agenerally 
Vertical plane ofset forwardly from said uppersection 
and terminating in a free upper edge parallel to and 
Spaced forwardly from said loweredge saidwallsections 
cooperatingto define betweenthem an upwardly opening 
sl9 extendinglongitudinally ofsaid body andapfürality 
of hangerseach havingafingerdisposedinavertical posi 
tion along the front of said lowerwaI section and a 

?"earing portion formed with ofsetand oppositely open 
ing grooves slidably receiving said edges?to hold?the 
hangerin saidslot. 
3 A drapery traverse rod adapted to be mounted in 

a generally horizontal position along a roomwalIand 
having a hollow tubular body with a front waI facing 
ipto the room said frontwal comprisingan upper Sec 
tion erminatingin a loweredge extending longitudinally 
of Said body and a lowersection havingafree upperedge 
Sxtendinglongitudinally ofsaidbodyand parallelingsaid 
lower edge said upper edge being ofset forwardly from 
Said 19weredgeand positionedtocooperatewiththélatter 
in defininganupwardly openingslotextendinglongitud?? 
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nally along said front walland masked from view from 
said room and a plurality of hangers spaced alongsaid 
slot each of said hangers having a first portion extend 
ing downwardly from said upper edge alongsaid lower 
section for connection to a drapery panel and a second 
portion extendingthroughsaidslot and definingtwo ofset 
and oppositely opening channels slidably receiving the 
edges of said sections to hold the hanger on said rod. 
4.The combination defined in claim3 in which said 

second portions are of S-shaped cross-section and hook 
over said upper edge into said slot and then undersaid 
Iower edge and upwardly along the inside of said upper 
Section. - 

5. The combination as defined in claim 3 further in 
cluding a masterslide disposed adjacent said lowersec 
tion and comprising an outerportion disposedin front of 
said front wall and extending downwardly below said 
upper edge and a body portion fastened to said outer 
portion and formed with ofsetgrooves extendinglongi 
tudinally of Said rod andslidably receiving Said edgesto 
Supportsaid Slide onsaidrod. - - 

6. A drapery traverse rod adapted to be mounted in 
a generally horizontal position along a room wall and 
having a hollow tubularbody with a front wall facing 
into the room said frontwall comprising averticalupper 
Section terminating in a loweredge extending longitudi 
nally of Said body and a vertical lowersection having a 
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free upper edge extending longitudinally of said body 
and paralleling said lower edge said upper edge being 
offset forwardly from.said lower edge and positioned 
above the latterto cooperate therewithin defining anup 
wardly opening slot extending longitudinally along said 
front walland masked from view from said room. 
7 A drapery traverse rod adapted to be mounted in 

a generally horizontal position along a room wall and 
having a hollow tubular body with a front wall facing 
into the room said front wall comprising agenerally 
Vertical upper Section terminating in a lower edge ex 
tending longitudinally ofsaid body andagenerallyverti 
cal lower Section having a free upper edge extending 
longitudinally of-said body and parallelingsaid lower 
edge Said lowersection being ofset forwardly from said 
lower edge and extendingupwardly at least to the level ? 
ofsaid loweredge to cooperate with the latterin defining 
an PWardly openingslot extending longitudinally along 
Said front walland masked from view from said room? 
8?A drapery,traverse rod adapted to be mountedin 

a generally horizontal position along a room walland 
having a holowtubular body with a frontwaIfacing 
into the room said frontwal comprising an upper sec 
tion ?erminating in a loweredge extending longitudinally 
ofsaid bodyandalowersection havingafree upperedge 
*Xtendinglongludinally ofsaid bodyandparalieingsaid 
lower edge said upper edge being ofset forwardly from 
Said 19Weredgeand positionedtocooperatewiththélatter 
in defining anupwardly Openingslot extending longitudi 
naly alongsaid frontwalland maskedfrom view from 
Said room. - - 
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