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This invention is an improvement in a tele-
scopically collapsible box or can, and more
particularly in a box or can designed for
containing smoking tobacco for retailing.

In the usual construction, a box of this type

is relatively deep as compared with width .

and thickness, and the tobaceo is as a rule
1n a state of some compression. Because of
this, it is usual to loosen the contents with the

10 finger, and when the contents are approxi-
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mately half exhausted, it is very difficult to
reach the part of the tobacco remaining in the
can, to loosen and dislodge it.

One of the primary objects of the present

invention is the provision of a box or can .

composed of sections so connected and ar-
ranged that as the contents of the box are
removed, the sections may be collapsed to
lessen the length of the box, thereby to facili-
tate access to the remaining contents.
Another object is the provision of a box
wherein sections may be quickly assembled,
merely by pushing them together, and where-
in the sections may be easily separated from
each other without deformation. -
Another object is the provision of a box
wherein the connection between the sections
is such that they will be positively held in

-extended position but releasably, and will

be held in
ally.

Another object is the provision of a con-
nection such that the natural resilience of the
sections is utilized in the release and engage-
ment of the locking means.

Another object is the provision of a box de-
parting from the usual appearance as slight-
ly as possible, and wherein the difference will
be substantially hidden by the label.

With these and other objects in view the
Invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts fully described
hereinafter, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and pointed out in the claims ‘ap-
pended hereto, it being understoc)d that va-
rious changes in the form, proportion; size
and minor details of construction within the
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion. o

partial extended position friction-

In the drawings forming a part hereof:

Fig. 1isa perspective view of the improved
box or can with the cover'open, and with the
parts fully extended.

- Fig. 2 is a vertical section.
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing
the box collapsed.

In the present embodiment of the inven-
tion the improved box, which is of sheet
metal or the like, is composed of an upper
and lower section, telescopically connected,
to slide one within the other. The box is de.
signed to fit the pocket, and is oblong in hori-
zontal cross-section, as shown. '

The lower section 1 has connected there-
with a bottom 2, in any suitable manner, and
the upper section 3, which is mounted to tele-
scope within the lower section, has a flanged
cover 4, hinged to the section as at 5. The
section 3 has an annular bead 6.at the cover
end against which the cover abuts. when
closed. '

The lower end of the upper section has a
slidable fit in the upper end of the lower sec-
tion, and may be collapsed into the lower
section as far as the bead 6, and the sections
are substantially the same depth, or of a
depth such that the upper section may be
goll(:lipsed into the lower section as far as the
bead. : o

Interengaging mechanism is provided for
holding the box sections fully extended. This
mechanism is in the form

8 on the upper section, adapted to fit within
the relatively long grooves formed on the
inner face of the lower section by the ribs 7.
The ribs 7 and 8 are so positioned that when
the sections are fully extended, the ribs 7
will engage the ribs 8, to hold the sections
extended. . :

The ribs 7 and 8 are formed on the long

sides of the sections, and it will be noticed,’

referring to Figs. 1 and 8, that the said ribs
are wholly within the plane surface of the
said sides. That is, the ribs stop well short
of the commencement of the curvature of the
short sides. With this arrangement, the nat-
ural resiliency of the long sides is utilized to

55

RO

65

70

75

‘80

: of relatively long
ribs 7 on the lower section, and similar. ribs -

85

90

95

100



2

10

15

20

enable engagement and disengagement of the
cooperating pairs of ribs.

With boxes of this type, the tobacco is first
wrapped in suitable material, as for instance,
waterproof paper, to form a package 9, of

a size and shape to fit within the extended

box. The wrapped package is then inserted
into the extended box, and both these oper-
ations are done by machinery. With the sec-
tional box forming the subject matter of the
present application, the procedure is pre-
cisely the same, the tobacco being wrapped
and inserted into the box-by the machinery
now in use. o _

The sections are arranged in the position
of Fig. 1, that is, fully extended, with the
ribs 7 and 8 interengaged, and it will be evi-
dent that the interengagement of the said
ribs furnishes a guide for extending the sec-
tions, to indicate when the sections are fully
extended. The interengagement of the ribs
provides sufficient resistance to prevent col-
lapse of the sections during the insertion of

. the package, while at the same time it does
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not present any great amount of resistance
to collapsing the sections manually when de-
sired. '

As the tobacco is used, the sections may be

- gradually collapsed, to retain the level of the

30

0

45

50

tobacco at the top of the box, or the box may"
be permitted to remain fully extended, until
the finger can no longer conveniently reach-
the tobacco, that is, until the contents are
approximately half removed. The sections

5 are then collapsed by pressing the ends to-

gether. This pressure disengages the ribs,
and the upper section moves into the lower
section, until the bead 6 is near the top of
the lower section. : . o

Should there be any sticking of the ribs,
that is, any reluctance to disengage one from
the other, disengagement may be assisted by
inward pressure on the long sides of the
upper section. Preferably the free edge of
the top of the lower section is beveled slightly
inward, as shown at 10, to closely engage the
upper section. : : '

What is claimed as new is:— -

1. A telescopically collapsible box of ob-
long cross-section, including a lower section
having a bottom, and an upper separable sec-
tion having a cover, the lower end of the

* upper section having a sliding fit in the upper

65

end of the lower section, and means for re-
leasably holding the sections fully extended,
said means including relatively long inter-
engaging ribs on the lapping ends of the sec-
tions, said ribs being on opposite sides of the
wider walls of the box, and extending sub-

stantially parallel with the lapping edges,

terminating short of the narrower walls.

" 2. A telescopically collapsible box of ob-
long cross section having plane relatively
wide side walls, and curved relatively narrow
end walls, said box including a lower section

«

1,770,820

having a bottom, and an upper separable sec-
tion having a cover, the lower end of the
upser section having a sliding fit in the upper
end of the lower section, and means for re-
leasably holding the sections fully extended,
said means including relatively long inter-
engaging ribs on the lapping ends of the
sections, said ribs being on the wide sides of
the box and extending substantially parallel

- with the lapping edges and stopping short of

the curved end walls. _

3. A telescopically collapsible box of ob-
long cross section having plane relatively
wide side walls, and curved relatively narrow
end walls, said box including a lower section

-having a bottom, and an upper separable sec-

tion having a cover, the lower end of the
upper section having a sliding fit in the upper
end of the lower section, and means for releas-
ably holding the sections fully extended, said
means including relatively long interengag-
ing ribs on the lapping ends of the sections,

said ribs being on the wide sides of the box

and extending substantially parallel with the
lapping edges and stopping short of -the
curved end walls, the upper end of the lower

-section being contracted to closely fit about

the upper section. .
Signed at Baltimore, State of Maryland,
this 6th day of August, A. D. 1929.
HENRY HERMANT.
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