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(57) ABSTRACT 

A consumer tote for a roll of printed mediais provided 
having an exterior, and interior and a handle on the exterior. 
The exterior has an access flap, a core access opening and, 
when the access flap is closed, a gap between the access flap 
and an adjacent edge of the exterior. The interior is config 
ured for rotatably locating a core in alignment with the core 
access opening, the core being locatable so as to receive 
wallpaper, via the gap, printed by a roll media printer to, 
which the consumer tote is mounted. The handle is formed 
by two handle portions which fold from respective positions 
on either side of the gap to a cooperating position in which 
openings in each handle portion align to form a grip. 
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HANDLING APPARATUS FOR PRINTED MEDIA 
N ROLL FORM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/760,224 filed on Jan. 21, 2004 which all are 
herein incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The invention pertains to printers and more par 
ticularly to a printer for wallpaper. The printer is particularly 
adapted to print long rolls of full color wallpaper and is well 
suited to serve as the basis of both retail and franchise 
operations which pertain to print-on-demand wallpaper. 

CO-PENDING APPLICATIONS 

0003 Various methods, systems and apparatus relating to 
the present invention are disclosed in the following co 
pending applications filed by the applicant or assignee of the 
present invention simultaneously with the present applica 
tion: The disclosures of these co-pending applications are 
incorporated herein by cross-reference. 

7156508 7159.972 7083271 Of 76O182 708O894 10,760218 
7090336 7156489 10,76O233 10,76O246 7083257 10.76O243 
10,7602O1 10,76O185 1076O253 10,7602:55 1076O209 7118.192 
10,76O194 10,76O238 7077505 Of 76O235 7077504 10,76O189 
10,76O262 10,76O232 10,76O231 7152959 10,76O190 10,76O191 
10,760227 7108353 7104629 Of 76O2S4 10,760210 10,76O2O2 
10,76O197 10,760198 10,76O249 10,760263. 10,76O196 10,76O247 
71565.11 10,760264. 10,76O244 709.7291 10,760222 10,76O248 
7083273 10,76O192 10,76O2O3 10,76O204 10,76O2OS 10.76O2O6 
10,760267 10,76O270 10,76O259 10,760271 10,76O27S 10.76O274 
7121655 10,76O184 10,76O195 10,76O186 10,76O261 7083272 
10,76O18O 7111935 10,76O213 10,760219 10,76O237 10.76O221 
10,76O220 7002664 10,76O2S2 10,76026S 10.76O230 10,760225 
699,1098 10,760228 694.4970 Of 76021S 7108434 10,76O257 
10,760240 10,76O2S1 10,76O266 692O704 10,76O193 10,760214 
10,760260 71.47 102 10,76O269 10,760199 10,76O241 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0004 The size of the wallpaper market in the United 
States, Japan and Europe offers strong opportunities for 
innovation and competition. The retail wall covering market 
in the United States in 1997 was USD $1.1 billion and the 
market in the United States is estimated at over US 1.5 
billion today. The wholesale wallpaper market in Japan in 
1999 was JPY S158.96 billion. The UK wall coverings 
market was £18.6 m in 2000 and is expected to grow to £197 
m in 2004. 

0005 Wallpapers are a leading form of interior design 
product for home improvement and for commercial appli 
cations such as in offices, hotels and halls. About 70 million 
rolls of wallpaper are sold each year in the United States 
through thousands of retail and design stores. In Japan, 
around 280 million rolls of wallpaper are sold each year. 
0006 The wallpaper industry currently operates around 
an inventory based model where wallpaper is printed in 
centralized printing plants using large and expensive print 
ing presses. Printed rolls are distributed to a point of sale 
where wallpaper designs are selected by consumers and 
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purchased subject to availability. Inventory based sales are 
hindered by the size and content of the inventory. 

0007. The present invention seeks to transform the way 
wallpaper is currently manufactured, distributed and sold. 
The invention provides for convenient, low cost, high qual 
ity products coupled with a dramatically expanded range of 
designs and widths which may be offered by virtue of the 
present invention. 

OBJECTS SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. It is an object of the invention to provide an 
alternative to existing wallpaper printing technology and 
business methods. 

0009. The invention seeks to enable immediate printing 
and delivery of wallpapers in retail or design stores to a 
customer's required roll length. 

0010. The invention also seeks to enable immediate 
access to an extensive portfolio of designs for customer 
sampling and sale. 

0011. The invention may provide photographic quality 
designs that are not possible using analogue printing tech 
niques. 

0012. The invention also seeks to eliminate stock-out, 
stock-control/ordering and Stock obsolesces issues. 

0013. It is an object of the invention to significantly 
reducing customer wastage by printing to any length (and a 
variety of widths) required by the customer rather that 
restricting purchases to fixed roll sizes. 

0014. The invention seeks to enable customization and 
innovation of wallpaper design for individuals or businesses. 
0015. In a first aspect the present invention provides a 
self contained printer for producing rolls of wallpaper, 
comprising a cabinet in which is located a media path which 
extends from a media cartridge loading area to a winding 
area; a full width digital color printhead located in the media 
path; a processor which accepts operator inputs which are 
used to configure the printer for producing a particular roll; 
and the winding area adapted to removably retain a core and 
wind onto it, wallpaper produced by the printer. 

0016 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises an internal dryer, the dryer located between the 
printhead and the winding area and adapted to blow hot air 
onto a printed media web. 

0017 Preferably the self contained printer, further com 
prises a cutting mechanism located between the printhead 
and the winding area and adapted to divide with a transverse 
cut, a media web in accordance with instructions provided 
by the processor. 

0018 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises a slitting mechanism located between the printhead 
and the winding area and adapted to longitudinally slit a 
media web in accordance with instructions provided by the 
processor. 

0.019 Preferable the self contained printer further com 
prises a bar code scanner which communicates with the 
processor and through which operator preferences are input. 
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0020 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises a well, external to the cabinet and adjacent to an exit 
slot; the well having at each end, spindles for aligning, 
retaining and removing a core, and for rotating the core 
according to instructions provided by the processor. 
0021 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises on a front exterior surface of the cabinet, a video 
display for displaying information about wallpaper that the 
printer may print. 
0022 Preferably the video display is a touch screen 
which can receive operator selections for use by the pro 
CSSO. 

0023 Preferably the media cartridge loading area further 
comprises a location for a media cartridge, in which a media 
cartridge dispensing slot is adjacent to the path. 
0024 Preferably the media cartridge loading area further 
comprises one or more locations where a media cartridge 
can be stored. 

0.025 Preferably the printhead is mounted on a rail on 
which it slides into and out of a printing position across the 
path. 

0026 Preferably the printhead is a multi-color printhead 
which is supplied by separate ink reservoirs, the reservoirs 
connected to the printhead by a number of ink Supply tubes, 
there being a tube disconnect coupling between the reser 
voirs and the printhead. 
0027 Preferably the contained printer further comprises 
an air Supply and a tube for bringing a Supply of air to the 
printhead which Supply prevents media from Sticking to the 
printhead. 

0028 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises a capper motor, the capper motor driving a capping 
device; the capping device sealing the printhead when not in 
use in order to prevent contamination from entering the 
printheads. 
0029 Preferably the capper device further comprises a 
blotter, which moves into and out of position and which is 
used for absorbing ink fired from the printheads. 
0030 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises one or more rail microadjusters for accurately adjust 
ing a gap between the printhead and the media onto which 
it is printing. 
0031 Preferably the path comprises a generally straight 
path. 

0032 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises a pre-heater platen located under the path and before 
the printhead. 

0033 Preferably the self contained printer further com 
prises a door which covers an opening into a lower com 
partment of the dryer; the door being moveable from a 
closed position which covers the opening, to an open posi 
tion in which the media passes through the opening into the 
lower compartment and out of the compartment, also 
through the opening. 

0034 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a pair of rotating end plates between which extend a 
number of transverse shafts, each shaft having one or more 
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cutting disks, the end plates rotatable so that any shaft can 
be selected, or that no shaft be selected for cutting the media 
web. 

0035) In a second aspect the present invention provides a 
media cartridge, comprising a case in which a roll of blank 
media may be deployed; the case having two halves, hinged 
together, an area between the two halves, when closed, 
defining a media Supply slot; and the case having internally 
and adjacent to the slot, a pair of rollers, at least one of the 
rollers being a driven roller which is supported at each end, 
by the case, for rotation by an external motor. 
0.036 Preferably the two rollers are held in proximity by 
a resilient bias, one roller on either side of the slot. 

0037 Preferably the driven roller has at one end, a fixture 
for coupling to a driving shaft, the case having an opening 
which allows access to the fixture. 

0038 Preferably the rollers are held in proximity by a 
pair of clips; each roller having a circumferential slot at each 
end; each clip having two extensions which engage the slots 
of both rollers at one end. 

0039 Preferably the two extensions of a clip are joined to 
a clip body, the body having a central opening for receiving 
and locating a core which fits in the case. 
0040 Preferably the clip body has an anti-rotation feature 
which is adapted to engage with a cooperating feature of a 
core, to prevent the core from rotating in the case. 
0041) Preferably the media cartridge further comprises a 
core, adapted to cooperate with the clip body by engaging 
with the anti-rotation feature. 

0042 Preferably the case has at one or both ends, slots for 
receiving and retaining a clip body. 

0043 Preferably the media cartridge further comprises an 
integral handle at one end of the case. 
0044 Preferably the media cartridge further comprises a 
folding handle located on a top surface of the case. 
0045 Preferably the media cartridge further comprising 
an integral handle at one end of the case and a folding handle 
located on a top Surface of the case. 
0046 Preferably the case is a molded polymeric case 
with an integral hinge, held in a closed position by one or 
more clips. 

0047 Preferably the driven roller is longer than the other 
roller, the other roller being an idler roller which is contained 
within the case when it is closed. 

0048 Preferably the clips are reversible and adapted to be 
used at either end of the case. 

0049 Preferably the two case halves are formed as a 
single molding with an integral hinge, the molding having 
formed in it internal slots for receiving a pair of clips which 
are used to hold the rollers in proximity. 

0050 Preferably one case half has formed in it a journal 
at each end for Supporting one of the rollers. 
0051 Preferably one case half has formed in it a journal 
at each end for Supporting the driven roller. 



US 2007/01582 15 A1 

0.052 Preferably the media cartridge further comprises a 
core which is located in the case, the core having around it, 
a Supply of blank wallpaper media. 
0053. In a third aspect the present invention provides a 
consumer tote for a roll of wallpaper, the tote comprising a 
disposable exterior in which is formed a main access flap 
and a pair of core access openings; and the tote having an 
interior in which is located a disposable core which is 
aligned with the access openings. 

0054 Preferably there is formed a gap between the access 
flap and an adjacent edge of the exterior, when the flap is 
closed. 

0055) Preferably the exterior is formed from a non 
metallic textile. 

0056 Preferably the core is supported at each end by a 
molding having a hub which engages the core. 

0057 Preferably each hub surrounded by a bearing sur 
face which locates the hub in a respective access opening. 
0.058 Preferably the bearing surface makes contact with 
an inside bottom surface of the disposable exterior when the 
hub is located in the openings. 
0059 Preferably the bearing surface is circular and con 
nected to the hub by spokes. 
0060 Preferably at least one hub has an external coupling 
for engaging a rotating winding spindle. 
0061 Preferably the coupling comprises a ring of teeth. 
0062 Preferably the consumer tote further comprises a 
handle which folds flat against the exterior. 
0063 Preferably the handle is formed by two similar 
Sub-units which fold from a flat position to a cooperating 
position in which a handle opening in each sub-unit align to 
form a grip. 
0064 Preferably there is formed a gap between the access 
flap and an adjacent edge of the exterior, when the flap is 
closed; and each Sub-unit has an edge which is affixed to the 
exterior, adjacent to the gap; the Sub-units arranged in a 
mirror image relationship about the gap. 
0065 Preferably the consumer tote further comprises one 
of the access openings exposes a coupling formed on a hub 
which carries the core; and a visible marker is located on the 
exterior for indicating the location of the coupling. 
0.066 Preferably the exterior is dimensioned to fit 
between the loading spindles of a wallpaper printing 
machine. 

0067 Preferably the exterior further comprises a viewing 
window. 

0068 Preferably the exterior is adapted to hold about 50 
meters of wallpaper wound onto a core. 
0069 Preferably the adjacent edge includes a return lip. 
0070 Preferably the core is supported at each end by a 
molding having a hub which engages the core. 

0071 Preferably each hub surrounded by a bearing sur 
face which locates the hub in a respective access opening. 
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0072. In a fourth aspect the present invention provides a 
transverse cutter for a printer Such as a wallpaper printer, 
comprising a chassis having end plates; the end plates being 
separated to allow a web of media to pass between them; the 
end plates Supporting between them a cutting blade; and the 
blade Supported at each end to perform a cutting motion 
which begins on one side of the web and finishes on an 
opposite side of the web. 
0073 Preferably one end plate supports a motor which is 
coupled to the blade. 
0074) Preferably the blade has a driven end that is carried 
eccentrically by a rotating member. 
0075 Preferably both ends of the blade are carried eccen 
trically by a rotating member. 
0076 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of entry rollers in proximity, at least one of the 
entry rollers being powered. 
0.077 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of exit rollers in proximity, at least one of the exit 
rollers being powered. 
0078 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of exit rollers in proximity, at least one of the exit 
rollers being powered; one each of the entry and exit rollers 
powered by a single motor carried by the chassis. 
0079 Preferably the one each of the entry and exit rollers 
are powered by a belt which passes around the one each of 
the entry and exit rollers and a rotating shaft associated with 
the motor. 

0080 Preferably the belt is external to an end plate which 
carries it. 

0081 Preferably the transverse cutter further comprises a 
slitting mechanism, the slitting mechanism further compris 
ing one or more slitting shafts extending between the end 
plates, each shaft having one or more slitting disks arranged 
along its length, each disk having a cutting edge, the slitting 
mechanism selectively engageable to either enter or not 
enter a path followed by the web according to a requirement 
of an operator. 
0082 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a pair of rotating end brackets between which extend 
the one or more slitting shafts, at least one of the brackets 
rotated by a motor carried by an end plate. 
0083 Preferably there are two or more slitting shafts 
arranged around a central Support shaft all of which are 
carried by the brackets. 
0084 Preferably the transverse cutter further comprises a 
guide roller which extends between the end plates and under 
the path of the media; the guide roller having a number of 
circumferential grooves, one groove corresponding to the 
location of each cutting disk associated with the slitting 
mechanism. 

0085 Preferably the transverse cutter further comprises a 
guide roller which extends between the end plates and under 
the path of the media; the guide roller having a number of 
circumferential grooves, one groove corresponding to the 
location of each cutting disk associated with the slitting 
mechanism; each slitting shaft having an arrangement of 
cutting disks on it and each shaft is positionable such that 
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each cutting disk carried by a selected shaft enters a corre 
sponding groove of the guide roller when the selected shaft 
is rotated into a cutting position. 

0.086 Preferably each slitting shaft has a different 
arrangement of cutting disks on it. 

0087 Preferably the cutting motion is initiated by a 
signal from a processor in a self contained wallpaper printer 
in which the cutter is located, the operation of the cutter 
determining a length of wallpaper, the length being deter 
mined by an input provided by an operator of the printer. 

0088 Preferably the slitting mechanism is selectively 
engageable by a signal from a processor in a self contained 
wallpaper printer in which the cutter is located, the operation 
of the slitting mechanism determining a width or widths of 
wallpaper, the width or widths being determined by an input 
provided by an operator of the printer. 

0089. In a fifth aspect the present invention provides a 
slitting mechanism for a printer Such as a wallpaper printer, 
the slitting mechanism comprising a chassis having end 
plates; the end plates being separated by a transverse portion 
of the chassis to allow a web of media to pass between them; 
one or more rotating slitting shafts extending between the 
end plates, each shaft having one or more slitters arranged 
along its length, each slitter having a cutting edge; and the 
slitting mechanism selectively engageable to either enter or 
not enter a path followed by the web according to an input 
provided by an operator of the printer. 

0090 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a pair of rotating end brackets between which extend 
the one or more slitting shafts, at least one of the brackets 
rotated by a motor carried by an end plate. 

0091 Preferably there are two or more slitting shafts 
arranged around a central Support shaft all of which are 
carried between and by the brackets. 
0092 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a guide roller which extends between the end plates 
and under the path of the media; the guide roller having a 
number of circumferential grooves, one groove correspond 
ing to the location of each cutting disk associated with the 
slitting mechanism. 

0093 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a guide roller which extends between the end plates 
and under the path of the media; the guide roller having a 
number of circumferential grooves, one groove correspond 
ing to the location of each cutting disk associated with the 
slitting mechanism; each slitting shaft having an arrange 
ment of cutting disks on it and each shaft is positionable 
Such that each cutting disk carried by a selected shaft enters 
a corresponding groove of the guide roller when the selected 
shaft is rotated into a cutting position. 

0094) Preferably each slitting shaft has a different 
arrangement of cutting disks on it. 

0.095 Preferably the slitting mechanism rotates into a 
selected position in response to a signal from a processor in 
a self contained wallpaper printer in which the mechanism 
is located, the position of the slitting mechanism determin 
ing a width or widths of wallpaper, based on a discrete 
number of width options provided to the operator, an opera 
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tor's selection being determined by the processor from an 
input provided by the operator to the printer. 
0096 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a transverse cutter extending between the end plates; 
the blade Supported at each end to perform a cutting motion 
which begins on one side of the web and finished on an 
opposite side of the web. 
0097 Preferably one end plate supports a motor which is 
coupled to the blade. 
0.098 Preferably the blade has a driven end that is carried 
eccentrically by a rotating member. 
0099 Preferably each end of the blade is carried eccen 
trically by a rotating member. 
0.100 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of entry rollers in proximity, at least one of the 
entry rollers being powered. 
0101 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of exit rollers in proximity, at least one of the exit 
rollers being powered. 
0102 Preferably the end plates have extending between 
them a pair of exit rollers in proximity, at least one of the exit 
rollers being powered; one each of the entry and exit rollers 
powered by a single motor carried by the chassis. 
0103) Preferably the one each of the entry and exit rollers 
are powered by a belt which passes around the one each of 
the entry and exit rollers and a rotating shaft associated with 
the motor. 

0.104 Preferably the belt is external to an end plate which 
carries it. 

0105 Preferably the cutting motion is initiated by a 
signal from a processor in a self contained wallpaper printer 
in which the cutter is located, the operation of the cutter 
determining a length of wallpaper, the length being deter 
mined by an input provided by an operator of the printer. 
0106 Preferably the input is provided through a touch 
screen video display located on the printer. 
0.107. In a sixth aspect the present invention provides a 
dryer for a printer Such as a wallpaper printer, the dryer 
comprising a compartment with a top opening for receiving 
a media web fed from the printer; a source of heated air 
located above the top opening for blowing heated air into the 
opening to dry printing on the media web. 
0.108 Preferably the door covers the entire opening and 
acts to support the web when the door is closed. 
0.109 Preferably the door pivots along an axis transverse 
to the path to reveal the opening. 
0110 Preferably the door is operated by a motor that 
operates a spool; the spool winding and releasing a cord 
which operates the door. 
0.111 Preferably the dryer further comprises a preheater 
in the path but located before the opening. 
0112 Preferably the preheater is in the same plane as the 
door. 

0113 Preferably the source of heated air comprises a 
blower which feeds a stream of air into a plenum. 
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0114 Preferably the dryer further comprises a tempera 
ture sensor in the plenum. 
0115 Preferably the compartment is adapted to receive 
the web as a Suspended partial loop. 
0116 Preferably the compartment has an air vent which 
Supplies a recirculation duct. 
0117 Preferably the recirculation duct extends from the 
compartment to an intake of an air Supply that feeds the 
compartment. 

0118 Preferably the recirculation duct is a tube which 
extends upwardly from the compartment and includes an 
exhaust vent at an upper extremity. 
0119 Preferably the source of heated air further com 
prises a second blower which feeds a stream of air into the 
plenum. 

0120 Preferably the plenum has a heating element within 
it. 

0121 Preferably the compartment has two vents, each 
one Supplying vented air to a separate recirculation duct, the 
ducts located on opposite sides of the compartment, each 
duct supplying recirculated air to a source of heated air. 
0122 Preferably the source of heated air is a pair of 
blowers which direct air into a plenum. 
0123 Preferably the blowers are located above the ple 
l, 

0124 Preferably the dryer is located within an on-de 
mand wallpaper printer and is controlled by a processor 
within the printer. 
0125. In a seventh aspect the present invention provides 
a printer for producing rolls of wallpaper, comprising a 
cabinet in which is located a media path which extends from 
a media loading area to a winding area; a printhead located 
in the media path; a processor which accepts operator inputs 
from one or more input devices which are used to configure 
the printer for producing a particular roll; and the winding 
area adapted to removably retain a core and wind onto it, 
wallpaper produced by the printer wherein, the length and 
design of the roll are determined by the operator inputs. 
0126 Preferably the printer further comprises an internal 
dryer, the dryer located between the printhead and the 
winding area and adapted to blow hot air onto a printed 
media web. 

0127 Preferably the printer further comprises a cutting 
mechanism located between the printhead and the winding 
area and adapted to divide with a transverse cut, a media web 
in accordance with instructions provided by the processor. 
0128 Preferably the printer further comprises an input 
device for capturing data relating to a print job; the data 
being transmitted by the device to the processor; the pro 
cessor using the data to establish a configuration for the 
printer. 

0129. Preferably the input device is a bar code scanner. 
0130 Preferably the printer further comprises on a front 
exterior Surface of the cabinet, a video display for displaying 
information about wallpaper that the printer may print, 
including images of an operator selected pattern. 
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0131 Preferably the video display is a touch screen 
which can receive operator selections for use by the pro 
CSSO. 

0.132. Preferably the printhead is mounted on a rail on 
which it slides into and out of a printing position across the 
path. 

0.133 Preferably the printhead is a page width inkjet style 
multi-color printhead which is Supplied by separate ink 
reservoirs, the reservoirs connected to the printhead by a 
number of ink Supply tubes, there being a tube disconnect 
coupling between the reservoirs and the printhead. 
0.134 Preferably the printer further comprises an air 
Supply and a tube for bringing a Supply of air to the printhead 
which Supply prevents media from Sticking to the printhead. 

0.135 Preferably the printer further comprises a capper 
motor, the capper motor driving a capping device; the 
capping device sealing the printhead when not in use in 
order to prevent contamination from entering the printheads. 
0.136 Preferably the printer further comprises the capper 
device further comprises a blotter, which moves into and out 
of position and which is used for absorbing ink fired from 
the printheads. 

0.137 Preferably the printer further comprises one or 
more rail microadjusters for accurately adjusting a gap 
between the printhead and the media onto which it is 
printing. 

0.138 Preferably the path comprises a generally straight 
path. 

0.139 Preferably the printer further comprises a media 
Supply canister, one or more of which may be inserted into 
and removed from the loading area, a canister containing a 
roll of blank wallpaper media. 
0140 Preferably the printer further comprises a door 
which covers an opening into a lower compartment of the 
dryer; the door being moveable from a closed position which 
covers the opening, to an open position in which the media 
passes through the opening into the lower compartment and 
out of the compartment, also through the opening. 

0.141 Preferably the printer further comprises a slitting 
mechanism having a pair of rotating end plates between 
which extend a number of transverse shafts, each shaft 
having one or more cutters, the end plates rotatable so that 
any shaft can be selected, or that no shaft be selected for 
slitting the media web. 
0.142 Preferably the printer further comprises the slitting 
mechanism is located between the printhead and the winding 
area and adapted to longitudinally slit a media web in 
accordance with instructions provided by the processor. 

0.143 Preferably the printer further comprises a well, 
external to the cabinet and adjacent to an exit slot; the well 
having at each end, spindles for aligning, retaining and 
removing a core, and for rotating the core according to 
instructions provided by the processor. 

0.144 Preferably the printer further comprises a pre 
heater platen located under the path and before the print 
head. 
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0145. In an eighth aspect of the present invention there is 
provided a method for printing wallpaper onto a web of 
media, comprising the steps of utilizing an on-demand 
printer comprising a cabinet in which is located a media path 
which extends from a media loading area to a winding area, 
there being a printhead located in the media path, a proces 
Sor which accepts operator inputs from one or more input 
devices; using one or more input devices which communi 
cate with the processor to capture data from an operator 
regarding a specification for an operator's requirements; 
using the processor to operatively control the printer accord 
ing to the data; and printing a single roll of wallpaper, on 
demand, according to a selected pattern. 
0146 Preferably the method further comprises represent 
ing the pattern as a symbol which can be captured as the data 
by an input device which communicates with the processor. 
0147 Preferably the method further comprises storing to 
a storage device accessible to the processor and internal to 
the cabinet, a plurality of selectable files for describing 
patterns for printing onto the media. 
0148 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a video display for depicting the selected 
pattern. 

0149 Preferably the method further comprises using the 
Video display as a touch screen input device to capture 
operator preferences. 
0150 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a scanner for capturing data that specifies a 
selected pattern. 
0151. Preferably the method further comprises using the 
video display to display information that relates to the 
configuration. 
0152 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern and the configuration further comprises 
inserting a blank core into a winding area, in or on the printer 
and accessible to an operator, winding the web onto the core 
after the web has been printed on; and severing the wound 
core from the web. 

0153. Preferably winding the web is performed by wind 
ing a length of a printed web onto the core; the length being 
determined in advance; the length being part of the configu 
ration of the printer. 
0154 Preferably the core is contained in a tote during the 
winding. 
0155 Preferably winding the web is further performed by 
slitting the web, within the printer, to one or more specified 
widths prior to winding; the one or more specified widths 
being a part of the printer configuration, having been com 
municated through one of the input devices. 
0156 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
one or more collections of patterns; each pattern in a 
collection having a symbol which can be used as an operator 
input. 
0157 Preferably the specification for an operator's 
requirements comprises a pattern and the configuration; the 
configuration being one or more parameters selected from 
the group comprising: roll length, a roll slitting arrangement, 
one or more modifications to the pattern, or a selection of 
media to be printed on. 
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0158 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a media cartridge into the printer, the 
cartridge containing a unprinted web of media; and using a 
motor in the printer to advance the unprinted web into the 
path; automatically threading the media from the loading 
area, to the winding area. 
0159 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a media tote into the winding area; 
winding a printed roll of wallpaper onto a core inside the 
tote; and severing the printed roll on the core from the web. 
0.160 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading an empty core into the winding area; 
winding a printed roll of wallpaper onto a core; and severing 
the printed roll on the core from the web using an automated 
cutting mechanism inside the printer, the cutting mechanism 
receiving a signal for commencing cutting from the proces 
SO. 

0.161 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern further comprises using a full width, 
stationary color printhead to print onto the web while it is in 
motion along the path. 
0162 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web after it is printed on but before it is dispensed by the 
printer. 

0.163 Preferably the method further comprises admitting 
the printed web into a compartment in an internal dryer and 
exposing the web to a stream of heated air. 
0.164 Preferably the method further comprises heating 
the web with a pre-heater platen located under the path 
before the web passes the printhead. 
0.165. In a ninth aspect the present invention provides a 
method for operating a wallpaper printing business, com 
prising the steps of utilizing an on-demand printer com 
prising a cabinet in which is located a media path which 
extends from a media loading area to a printhead and from 
the printhead to a dispensing slot; using one or more printer 
input devices which communicate with a processor to cap 
ture data regarding one or more customer's requirements; 
the data comprising at least a customer selected pattern; 
printing a roll of wallpaper, onto a web of blank media, on 
demand, according to the selected pattern; and charging a 
customer for the roll. 

0166 Preferably the method further comprises allowing 
the customer to select a width: capturing the width as data 
with a printer input device; and using the printer to slit the 
web to the width. 

0.167 Preferably the method further comprises allowing 
the customer to select a roll length; capturing the roll length 
as data with a printer input device; and using the printer to 
cut the web to the roll length. 
0168 Preferably the method further comprises charging 
the customer only for the length. 
0.169 Preferably the method further comprises acquiring 
data from a touch screen display which is also adapted to 
display the pattern. 
0170 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a scanner for capturing data that specifies a 
selected pattern or other data. 
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0171 Preferably the method further comprises allowing 
the customer to select a media type and using that media 
type in the printer. 
0172 Preferably the customer selected pattern is selected 
by the customer from a collection of Swatches which cor 
respond to patterns that the printer is able to print on 
demand. 

0173 Preferably the customer can use an input device to 
alter how the printer prints a selected pattern. 
0174 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
a collection of Swatches; assigning a symbol to each Swatch; 
using the symbol as an input by using a printer input device. 
0175 Preferably the method further comprises the cus 
tomer's requirements comprise a pattern and a configura 
tion; the configuration being one or more parameters 
selected from the group comprising: roll length, a roll 
slitting arrangement, one or more modifications to the pat 
tern, or a selection of media to be printed on. 
0176 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a media canister into the printer, the 
canister containing an unprinted web of media; and using a 
motor in the printer to advance the unprinted web into the 
path; automatically threading the media from the loading 
area, to the dispensing slot. 
0177 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a disposable media tote into a winding 
area adjacent to the dispensing slot; winding a printed roll of 
wallpaper onto a core inside the tote; and severing the 
printed roll on the core from the web. 
0178 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises severing the printed roll on the core from the web 
using an automated cutting mechanism inside the printer, the 
cutting mechanism receiving a signal for commencing cut 
ting from the processor. 
0179 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern further comprises using a full width, color 
printhead to print onto the web while it is in motion along 
the path. 
0180 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web after it is printed on but before it is dispensed by the 
printer. 
0181 Preferably an operator uses the printer for a cus 
tOmer. 

0182 Preferably the method further comprises allowing a 
customer to design a custom pattern defined by data; using 
the one or more input devices to capture the data; and 
printing the custom pattern on demand. 
0183 Preferably the method further comprises selling 
printed rolls as they are produced to eliminate printed 
wallpaper inventory. 

0184 In a tenth aspect the present invention provides a 
method for operating a wallpaper printing franchise, com 
prising the steps of providing to franchisees, an on-demand 
printer comprising a cabinet in which is located a media path 
which extends from a media loading area to a printhead and 
from the printhead to a dispensing slot; the printer having 
one or more printer input devices which communicate with 
a processor to capture data regarding one or more customer 
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requirements, the data comprising at least a customer 
selected pattern; providing the franchisee with a collection 
of patterns in a digital storage medium that can be read by 
the printer; enabling the franchisee to print a roll of wall 
paper, onto a web of blank media, on demand, according to 
the selected pattern; and obtaining or attempting to obtain a 
fee from the franchisee. 

0185. Preferably the printer allows the customer to select 
a width; the printer captures the width as data with a printer 
input device; and the printer is used to slit the web to the 
width. 

0186 Preferably the printer allows the customer to select 
a roll length; the printer captures the roll length as data with 
a printer input device; and the printer is used to cut the web 
to the roll length. 
0187 Preferably the franchisee charges the customer 
only for the length. 
0188 Preferably the printer acquires data from a touch 
screen display which is also adapted to display the pattern to 
a customer of the franchisee. 

0189 Preferably the printer is provided with a scanner for 
capturing data that specifies a customer selected pattern or 
other data. 

0.190 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the franchisee with a variety of blank media types so that the 
franchisee may use any one of them in the printer. 
0191 Preferably the franchisee is provided with one or 
more collections of printed Swatches which correspond to 
patterns that the printer is able to print on demand. 

0.192 Preferably a customer of the franchisee can use an 
input device to alter how the printer prints a selected pattern. 
0193 Preferably each Swatch is assigned a printed sym 
bol; and the franchisee uses the symbol as an input by using 
a printer input device. 
0194 Preferably the customer's requirements comprise a 
pattern and a configuration; 

0.195 the configuration being one or more parameters 
selected from the group comprising: roll length, a roll 
slitting arrangement, one or more modifications to the pat 
tern, or a selection of media to be printed on. 
0196) Preferably enabling the franchisee to print further 
comprises providing the franchisee with a plurality of media 
canisters adapted to contain an unprinted web of media. 
0.197 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
a motor in the printer to advance the unprinted web into the 
path by automatically threading the media through the 
printer. 

0198 Preferably the method further comprises loading 
the canister with blank media before providing it to the 
franchisee. 

0199 Preferably the franchisee is provided, from time to 
time, with new patterns for customers to select. 
0200 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a disposable media tote into a winding 
area adjacent to the dispensing slot; winding a printed roll of 
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wallpaper onto a core inside the tote; and severing the 
printed roll on the core from the web. 
0201 Preferably the printhead is a full width color print 
head that prints patterns accessible to the processor. 
0202 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern further comprises using a full width, color 
printhead to print onto the web while it is in motion along 
the path. 
0203 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web after it is printed on but before it is dispensed by the 
printer. 

0204 Preferably the franchisee is instructed to operate 
the printer for a customer. 
0205 Preferably the franchisee is provided with totes for 
holding cores which cooperate with a winding area of the 
printer at which area are located one or more spindles that 
Support the core during winding. 
0206 Preferably the method further comprises enabling 
the franchisee to sell printed rolls as they are produced to 
eliminate printed wallpaper inventory. 

0207. In an eleventh aspect the present invention pro 
vides a printer for producing rolls of wallpaper, comprising 
a frame in which is located a media path which extends from 
a media loading area to a winding area; a printhead located 
across the media path; one or more input devices for 
capturing operator instructions; a processor which accepts 
operator inputs which are used to configure the printer for 
producing a particular roll; and the winding area adapted to 
removably retain a core and wind onto it, wallpaper pro 
duced by the printer. 
0208 Preferably the printer further comprises an internal 
dryer, the dryer located between the printhead and the 
winding area and adapted to blow air onto a printed media 
web. 

0209 Preferably the printer further comprises a cutting 
mechanism located between the printhead and the winding 
area and adapted to divide a media web from a wound 
portion. 

0210 Preferably the printer further comprises a slitting 
mechanism located between the printhead and the winding 
area and adapted to longitudinally slit a media web prior to 
winding. 

0211 Preferably the printer further comprises a bar code 
scanner which communicates with the processor and 
through which data is input. 

0212 Preferably the printer further comprises a well, 
external to the cabinet and adjacent to an exit slot; the well 
having at each end, spindles for aligning, retaining and 
removing a core, and for rotating the core. 
0213 Preferably the printer further comprises on a front 
exterior surface of the cabinet, a tilting video display for 
displaying information about wallpaper that the printer may 
print. 

0214) Preferably the video display is a touch screen 
which can receive operator selections for use by the pro 
CSSO. 
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0215 Preferably the loading area further comprises a 
location for a media cartridge, in which a media cartridge 
dispensing slot is adjacent to the path. 
0216 Preferably the media cartridge loading area further 
comprises one or more locations where a media cartridge 
can be stored. 

0217 Preferably the printhead is a full width color inkjet 
type printhead, mounted on a rail on which it slides into and 
out of a printing position across the path. 
0218 Preferably the printhead is a multi-color printhead 
which is supplied by separate ink reservoirs, the reservoirs 
connected to the printhead by a number of ink Supply tubes, 
there being a tube disconnect coupling between the reser 
voirs and the printhead. 
0219 Preferably the printer further comprises an air 
Supply and a tube for bringing a Supply of air to the printhead 
which Supply prevents media from contacting the printhead. 
0220 Preferably the printer further comprises a capper 
motor, the capper motor driving a capping and blotting 
device; the capping device sealing the printhead when not in 
use in order to prevent contamination from entering the 
printheads. 

0221 Preferably the capping and blotting device further 
comprises a blotter, which moves into and out of position 
and which is used for absorbing ink fired from the print 
heads. 

0222 Preferably the printer further comprises one or 
more rail microadjusters for accurately adjusting a gap 
between the printhead and the media onto which it is 
printing. 

0223 Preferably the path comprises a generally straight 
path which is self threading. 

0224 Preferably the printer further comprises a pre 
heater platen located before the printhead. 
0225 Preferably the printer further comprises a door 
which covers an opening into a lower compartment of the 
dryer; the door being moveable from a closed position which 
covers the opening, to an open position in which the media 
passes through the opening into the lower compartment and 
out of the compartment, also through the opening. 

0226 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a pair of rotating brackets between which extend a 
number of transverse shafts, each shaft having one or more 
cutters, the end brackets rotatable so that any shaft can be 
selected, or that no shaft be selected for cutting the media 
web. 

0227. In a twelfth aspect the present invention provides a 
method for printing wallpaper onto a web of media, com 
prising the steps of utilizing an on-demand printer compris 
ing a cabinet in which is located a media path, there being 
a full width printhead located across the media path, there 
being a processor which accepts operator inputs from one or 
more input devices and which controls the printer; using one 
or more input devices which communicate with the proces 
Sor to capture data from an operator regarding a specifica 
tion; running the printer according to the data; printing a 
single roll of wallpaper, on demand, according to a selected 
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pattern and configuration; changing the pattern according to 
a new datum from an operator, and then printing a new roll 
onto the same web. 

0228 Preferably the method further comprises represent 
ing the pattern and the new pattern as symbols which can be 
captured as the data by an input device which communicates 
with the processor. 
0229 Preferably the method further comprises storing to 
a storage device accessible to the processor and internal to 
the cabinet, a plurality of selectable files for describing the 
patterns for printing onto the media. 
0230 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a video display for depicting the selected 
pattern. 

0231 Preferably the method further comprises using the 
Video display as a touch screen input device to capture 
operator preferences. 

0232 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a scanner for capturing symbols that specify 
a selected pattern. 
0233 Preferably the method further comprises using the 
video display to display information that relates to a roll. 
0234 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern and the configuration further comprises 
inserting a blank core into a winding area, in or on the printer 
and accessible to an operator; affixing the web to the core: 
winding the web onto the core after the web has been printed 
on; and severing the wound core from the web. 
0235 Preferably winding the web is performed by wind 
ing a length of a printed web onto the core; the length being 
determined in advance; the length being specified by the 
data. 

0236 Preferably the core is contained in a closed tote 
during the winding. 
0237 Preferably winding the web is further performed by 
slitting the web, within the printer, to one or more specified 
widths prior to winding; the one or more specified widths 
being specified by data, having been communicated through 
one of the input devices. 
0238 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
one or more Swatches of patterns; each Swatch in a collection 
having a symbol which can be used as an operator input. 
0239 Preferably the specification for an operators 
requirements comprises a pattern and the configuration; the 
configuration being one or more parameters selected from 
the group comprising: roll length, a roll slitting arrangement, 
one or more modifications to the pattern, or a selection of 
media to be printed on. 
0240 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a re-usable media cartridge into the 
printer, the cartridge containing a unprinted web of media; 
and using a motor in the printer to drive a roller in the 
cartridge to advance the unprinted web into the path; auto 
matically threading the media from the loading area, to the 
winding area. 
0241 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a media tote into the winding area; 
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winding a printed roll of wallpaper onto a core inside the tote 
when it is closed; and severing the printed roll on the core 
from the web. 

0242 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading an empty core into the winding area; 
winding a printed roll of wallpaper onto a core; and severing 
the printed roll on the core from the web using an automated 
cutting mechanism inside the printer, the cutting mechanism 
receiving a signal for commencing cutting from the proces 
SO. 

0243 Preferably printing a roll of wallpaper according to 
a selected pattern further comprises: 
0244 using a full width, stationary color inkjet type 
printhead to print onto the web while it is in motion along 
the path. 
0245 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web with hot air after it is printed on but before it is 
dispensed by the printer. 

0246 Preferably the method further comprises admitting 
the printed web as a hanging loop into a compartment in an 
internal dryer and exposing the web to a stream of heated air. 
0247 Preferably the method further comprises heating 
the web with a pre-heater platen located under the path 
before the web passes the printhead. 

0248. In a thirteenth aspect the present invention provides 
a method for drying a moving web of media in a printer Such 
as a wallpaper printer, the method comprising the steps of 
loading the web in a path that traverses a compartment in a 
dryer within the printer, the compartment having an opening 
across the top; allowing the moving web to descend into the 
compartment, as required; and blowing heated air from 
above the opening. 
0249 Preferably a door covers the opening and acts to 
support the web when the door is closed. 
0250 Preferably the method further comprises opening 
the door along an axis transverse to the path to reveal the 
opening. 

0251 Preferably the method further comprises operating 
the door with a motor that operates a spool; the spool 
winding and releasing a cord which operates the door. 
0252 Preferably the method further comprises heating 
the web with a preheater in the path and located before the 
opening. 

0253 Preferably the preheater is in the same plane as the 
door. 

0254 Preferably the source of heated air comprises a 
blower which feeds a stream of air into a plenum in which 
is located a heating element. 
0255 Preferably the method further comprises using a 
temperature sensor in the plenum to control the flow of 
heated air. 

0256 Preferably the compartment is adapted to receive 
the web as a Suspended partial loop. 

0257 Preferably the method further comprises recircu 
lating air from the compartment through a recirculation duct. 
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0258 Preferably the method further comprises recircu 
lating air from the compartment to an intake of an air Supply 
that feeds the compartment. 

0259 Preferably the method further comprises exhaust 
ing air from the recirculation duct through a tube which 
extends upwardly from the compartment and includes an 
exhaust vent at an upper extremity. 

0260 Preferably the method further comprises using a 
second blower which feeds a stream of air into the plenum. 
0261 Preferably the plenum has external recirculation 
ducts for the compartment at either end. 

0262 Preferably the compartment has two vents, each 
one Supplying vented air to a separate recirculation duct, the 
ducts located on opposite sides of the compartment, each 
duct Supplying recirculated air to a source of heated air and 
each one having an exhaust opening at an upper extremity. 

0263 Preferably the source of heated air is a pair of 
blowers which can receive recirculated air from the com 
partment. 

0264 Preferably the blowers are located above the ple 
l, 

0265 Preferably the dryer is located within an on-de 
mand wallpaper printer and is controlled by a processor 
which controls the printer. 

0266. In a fourteenth aspect the present invention pro 
vides a method of Supplying a media web to a wallpaper 
printer, comprising the steps of opening a reusable case; 
placing into the case a core onto which has been located a 
Supply roll of blank wallpaper media; Supporting the core for 
rotation within the case; leading a free edge of the roll 
between a pair of rollers and past an edge of the open case; 
then with the rollers located within the case and on either 
side of the web, closing the case and loading it into a printer. 

0267 Preferably the method further comprises introduc 
ing the two rollers into a pair of resilient bias devices that 
holds the rollers in proximity. 

0268 Preferably the method further comprises locating 
an opening of each resilient bias device around the core 
before closing the case. 

0269 Preferably one roller is a driven roller having at one 
end a coupling, and locating the coupling in an opening of 
the case which allows an external spindle to access the 
coupling when the case is closed. 

0270 Preferably each roller has a circumferential slot at 
each end; each bias device having two extensions which 
engage the slots of both rollers at one end. 

0271 Preferably the two extensions of each bias device 
are joined to a flat clip body, the body having a central 
opening for receiving and locating the core. 

0272 Preferably each body has an anti-rotation feature 
which is adapted to engage with a cooperating feature 
located at each end of the core, so to prevent the core from 
rotating in the case; and further comprising the step of 
engaging the anti-rotation feature with the cooperating fea 
ture before the case is closed. 
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0273 Preferably the case has at one or both ends, slots for 
receiving the bodies, and further comprising the step of 
locating one or both bodies in a respective slot before the 
case is closed. 

0274 Preferably the method further comprises lifting the 
case by an integral handle formed at one end of the case. 
0275 Preferably the method further comprises using a 
folding handle located on a top surface of the case. 
0276 Preferably the case has two halves which are 
hinged together and define when closed, a slot which 
extends between the halves through which the free edge of 
the roll exits the case. 

0277 Preferably the method further comprises using 
resilient clips which engage the case halves and hold them 
in a closed position. 
0278 Preferably the rollers are brought into proximity 
and biased against one another before the case is closed. 
0279 Preferably both rollers are located with respect to 
the core before the case is closed. 

0280 Preferably the case is formed from two case halves 
manufactured from a single molding with an integral hinge. 

0281 Preferably the rollers are both removable and one 
case half has formed in it a journal in which a roller is 
supported before the case is closed. 
0282 Preferably the method further comprises re-using 
the case by opening it, removing the core and the rollers, 
introducing a new core with a new roll around it; and leading 
a free edge of the new roll between a pair of rollers and past 
an edge of the open case; then closing the case with the 
rollers located in it and loading it again into a printer. 
0283 Preferably the roll and the new roll are of different 
blank media types. 
0284 Preferably the printer is self threading. 
0285) In a fifteenth aspect the present invention provides 
a printhead assembly for a printer which prints onto a 
moving web that follows a path, comprising: a full width 
printhead located across the path; the printhead comprising 
a color printhead which is at least as wide as the web; the 
printhead being supplied with a number of different inks 
which are remote from the printhead and which supply the 
printhead through tubes. 
0286 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a rail which is located across the path and along which 
the printhead slides into and out of a printing position. 
0287 Preferably the printhead is secured to the rail by 
fasteners which allow the printhead to be removed when the 
fasteners are disengaged. 

0288 Preferably the inks are contained in individual 
reservoirs and a Supply tube connects each reservoir to the 
printhead. 

0289 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises an air Supply which Supplies a stream of air, through 
a Supply tube, to a location near the printhead from where 
the stream impinges onto the web to prevent it from adhering 
to the printhead. 
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0290 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a capping device having a capper motor for sealing the 
printhead when not in use in order to prevent contamination 
from entering the printheads. 
0291 Preferably the capping device further comprises a 
blotter, which moves into and out of position and which is 
used for absorbing ink fired from the printhead. 
0292 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises one or more rail microadjusters for accurately adjust 
ing a gap between the printhead and the media onto which 
it is printing. 
0293 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a coupling in each ink Supply tube which can be 
disconnected so that the printhead can be withdrawn. 
0294 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a coupling in the air Supply tube which can be 
disconnected so that the printhead can be withdrawn. 
0295 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a pre-heater located adjacent to the path and before the 
printhead. 
0296 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a dryer in the same path as the printer the dryer 
adapted to dry the ink deposited by the printer. 
0297 Preferably the dryer has a compartment located 
beneath an opening; the opening being essentially in the 
path; there being a source of heated air located above the 
opening, the Source of heated air adapted to blow heated air 
into the opening. 
0298 Preferably the opening is coverable by a door; and 
the door covers the entire opening and acts to Support the 
web when the door is closed. 

0299 Preferably the door pivots along an axis transverse 
to the path to reveal the opening. 
0300 Preferably the door is operated by a motor that 
operates a spool; the spool winding and releasing a cord 
which operates the door. 
0301 Preferably the source of heated air comprises a 
blower which feeds a stream of air into a plenum. 
0302 Preferably a temperature sensor is located in the 
plenum. 

0303 Preferably the compartment is adapted to receive 
the web in a catenary path. 
0304 Preferably the compartment has an air vent which 
Supplies a recirculation duct that leads to a motor intake. 
0305. In a sixteenth aspect the present invention provides 
a printer for producing rolls of wallpaper, comprising a 
housing in which is located a media path which extends from 
a blank media intake to a wallpaper exit slot; a multi-color 
roll width removable printhead located in the housing and 
across the media path; the printhead being Supplied by 
separate ink reservoirs, the reservoirs connected to the 
printhead by a an ink Supply harness, there being a discon 
nect coupling between the reservoirs and the printhead; one 
or more input devices for capturing operator instructions; a 
processor which accepts operator inputs which are used to 
configure the printer for producing a particular roll. 
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0306 Preferably the printer further comprises an internal 
dryer, the dryer located between the printhead and the 
winding area and adapted to lengthen the path when addi 
tional drying is required. 

0307 Preferably the printer further comprises a trans 
verse cutting mechanism located between the printhead and 
the winding area and adapted to divide a media web from a 
wound portion in response to an instruction from the pro 
CSSO. 

0308 Preferably the printer further comprises a slitting 
mechanism adapted to longitudinally slit a media web after 
it has been printed on. 
0309 Preferably the printer further comprises a bar code 
scanner which communicates with the processor and 
through which data is input. 

0310 Preferably the printer further comprises a well, 
adapted to retain a tote; the well being located external to the 
cabinet and adjacent to an exit slot; the well having at each 
end, spindles for aligning, retaining and removing a core, 
and for winding wallpaper onto the core. 

0311 Preferably the printer further comprises on a front 
exterior surface of the cabinet, a tilting video display for 
displaying information about wallpaper that the printer may 
print. 

0312 Preferably the video display is a touch screen 
which can receive operator selections for use by the pro 
CSSO. 

0313 Preferably the well retains a closed tote having a 
gap through which wallpaper is introduced during winding. 

0314 Preferably the media cartridge loading area further 
comprises one or more vertically stacked locations where a 
media cartridge can be stored. 

0315 Preferably the printhead is mounted on a rail on 
which it slides into and out of a printing position across the 
path. 

0316 Preferably the path further comprises a pre-heater 
located before the printhead in the path. 
0317 Preferably the printer further comprises an air 
Supply and a tube for bringing a Supply of air to the printhead 
which Supply prevents media from contacting the printhead. 

0318 Preferably the printer further comprises a capper 
motor, the capper motor driving a capping and blotting 
device; the capping device sealing the printhead when not in 
use in order to prevent contamination from entering the 
printheads. 

0319 Preferably the capping and blotting device further 
comprises a blotter, which moves into and out of position 
and which is used for absorbing ink fired from the print 
heads. 

0320 Preferably the printer further comprises one or 
more rail microadjusters for accurately adjusting a gap 
between the printhead and the media onto which it is 
printing. 

0321 Preferably the path comprises a generally straight 
path which is self threading. 
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0322 Preferably the pre-heater is a flat platen located 
below a moving web. 
0323 Preferably the printer further comprises a door 
which covers an opening into a lower compartment of the 
dryer, the door being moveable from a closed position which 
covers the opening, to an open position in which the media 
passes through the opening into the lower compartment and 
out of the compartment, also through the opening. 
0324 Preferably the slitting mechanism further com 
prises a pair of rotating brackets between which extend a 
number of transverse shafts, each shaft having one or more 
cutters, the end brackets rotatable so that any shaft can be 
selected, or that no shaft be selected for cutting the media 
web. 

0325 In a seventeenth aspect the present invention pro 
vides a consumer tote for a roll of wallpaper, the tote 
comprising a disposable exterior in which is formed a main 
access flap and a pair of core access openings; the tote 
having an interior in which is located a disposable core 
which is aligned with the access openings; both openings 
exposing a molded coupling, one coupling attached to each 
end of the core, at least one of the couplings being a driven 
coupling and adapted to engage a driving spindle that rotates 
the core. 

0326 Preferably there is formed a gap between the access 
flap and an adjacent edge of the exterior, when the flap is 
closed. 

0327 Preferably the exterior is formed from a non 
metallic textile. 

0328 Preferably the core is supported at each end an 
inward facing hub which engages an interior of the core. 
0329 Preferably each hub surrounded by a bearing sur 
face which locates the hub in a respective access opening. 
0330 Preferably the bearing surface makes contact with 
an inside bottom surface of the disposable exterior when the 
hub is located in the openings. 
0331 Preferably the bearing surface is circular and con 
nected to the hub by spokes. 
0332 Preferably at least one hub has an axial coupling 
feature for engaging a rotating winding spindle. 
0333 Preferably the coupling comprises a ring of teeth. 
0334 Preferably the tote further comprises a handle 
which folds flat against the exterior. 
0335) Preferably the handle is formed by two similar 
Sub-units which fold from a flat position to a cooperating 
position in which a handle opening in each sub-unit align to 
form a grip. 
0336 Preferably there is formed a gap between the access 
flap and an adjacent edge of the exterior, when the flap is 
closed; and each Sub-unit has an edge which is affixed to the 
exterior, adjacent to the gap; the Sub-units arranged in a 
mirror image relationship about the gap. 
0337 Preferably the tote further comprises one of the 
access openings exposes a coupling formed on a hub which 
carries the core; and a visible marker is located on the 
exterior for indicating the location of the coupling. 
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0338 Preferably the exterior is dimensioned to fit 
between the loading spindles of a wallpaper printing 
machine. 

0339) Preferably the exterior further comprises a viewing 
window. 

0340 Preferably the exterior is adapted to hold about 50 
meters of wallpaper wound onto a core. 
0341 Preferably the adjacent edge includes a return lip. 
0342 Preferably the return lip is folded from the exterior 
material. 

0343 Preferably the gap faces an exit slot of a printer 
when the tote is loaded for winding. 
0344) In an eighteenth aspect the present invention pro 
vides a removable printhead assembly for a printer which 
prints onto a moving web, comprising a full width stationary 
printhead located on a rail along which it slides for service 
and removal; a number of replaceable ink reservoirs which 
supply the printhead with different inks; the printhead com 
prising a color printhead which is at least as wide as the web: 
and the printhead being supplied with the different inks 
through tubes which can be disconnected so the printhead 
may be removed. 
0345 Preferably the printhead is secured to the rail by 
fasteners which allow the printhead to be removed when the 
fasteners are disengaged. 

0346 Preferably the inks are contained in individual 
reservoirs and a sensor in each reservoir monitors a level 
which may be displayed to a user of the printer. 
0347 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises an air Supply which Supplies a stream of air, through 
a Supply tube, to a location near the printhead from where 
the stream impinges onto the web to prevent it from adhering 
to the printhead. 
0348 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a first coupling which disconnects the printhead from 
the ink reservoirs. 

0349 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a capping device having a capper motor for sealing the 
printhead with a moveable cap when not in use in order to 
prevent contamination from entering the printheads. 
0350 Preferably the capping device further comprises a 
blotter, which moves into and out of position and which is 
used for absorbing ink fired from the printhead. 
0351) Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises one or more rail microadjusters for accurately adjust 
ing a gap between the printhead and the media onto which 
it is printing. 
0352 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a second coupling with which the air Supply can be 
disconnected from the printhead. 
0353 Preferably the first coupling and the second cou 
pling are formed together as a single unit. 
0354 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a pre-heater located beneath a path followed by the 
media; the pre-heater located below the media and before 
the printhead. 
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0355 Preferably the printhead assembly further com 
prises a dryer in the same path as the printer the dryer 
adapted to dry the ink deposited by the printer. 
0356. Preferably the dryer has a compartment located 
beneath an opening; the opening being essentially in the 
path; there being a source of heated air located above the 
opening, the Source of heated air adapted to blow heated air 
into the opening. 
0357 Preferably the opening is coverable by a door; and 
the door covers the opening and acts to support the web 
when the door is closed. 

0358 Preferably the door pivots to reveal the opening. 
0359 Preferably the door is operated by a motor that 
operates a spool; the spool winding and releasing a member 
which operates the door. 
0360 Preferably a preheater is located in the path and 
located before the opening. 
0361 Preferably the preheater is in the same plane as the 
door. 

0362 Preferably the source of heated air comprises a 
blower which feeds a stream of air into a plenum. 
0363 Preferably a temperature sensor is located in the 
plenum. 

0364. In a nineteenth aspect the present invention pro 
vides a self threading printer for producing rolls of wallpa 
per, comprising a media loading area adapted to support a 
media cartridge in a position so that a media Supply slot of 
the cartridge is closely adjacent to a pilot guide; a cabinet 
housing a media path which extends from the pilot guide to 
a printed media dispensing slot; a printhead located across 
the media path; a processor which accepts operator inputs 
which are used to configure the printer for producing a 
particular roll; a motor within the cabinet for advancing a 
media web out of the media cartridge; and one or more other 
motors adapted to urge the media along the path and out of 
the slot. 

0365 Preferably the printer further comprises a slitting 
mechanism in the cabinet adapted to longitudinally slit the 
media web, to different widths, as required and in accor 
dance with instructions provided by a user. 
0366 Preferably the printer further comprises a cutting 
mechanism located between the printhead and the slot and 
adapted to divide with a transverse cut, the media web in 
accordance with instructions provided by the processor. 
0367 Preferably the printer further comprises an internal 
dryer, the dryer located between the printhead and the slot 
and adapted to blow hot air onto a printed web. 
0368 Preferably the motor is responsive to the processor. 
0369 Preferably the printer further comprises a well, 
external to the cabinet and adjacent to a printed media 
dispensing slot; the well having at each end, spindles for 
aligning, retaining and removing a core, at least one spindle 
being motorized to rotate the core. 
0370 Preferably the printer further comprises on a front 
exterior Surface of the cabinet, a video display for displaying 
information about wallpaper that the printer may print. 

Jul. 12, 2007 

0371 Preferably the video display is a touch screen 
which can receive operator selections for use by the pro 
CSSO. 

0372 Preferably the media cartridge resides in the load 
ing area with a handle accessible through a service door 
which provides access to the area. 
0373) Preferably the media cartridge loading area further 
comprises one or more empty locations where a media 
cartridge can be stored. 
0374 Preferably the printhead is mounted on a rail on 
which it slides into and out of a printing position across the 
path. 
0375 Preferably the printhead is a multi-color printhead 
which is supplied by separate ink reservoirs, the reservoirs 
connected to the printhead by a number of ink Supply tubes, 
there being a tube disconnect coupling between the reser 
voirs and the printhead. 
0376 Preferably the printer further comprises an air 
Supply and a tube for bringing a Supply of air to the printhead 
which Supply prevents media from Sticking to the printhead. 
0377 Preferably the printer further comprises a capper 
motor, the capper motor driving a capping device; the 
capping device sealing the printhead with a cap when not in 
use, in order to prevent contamination from entering the 
printheads. 
0378 Preferably the capper device further comprises a 
blotter, which moves into and out of position and which is 
used for absorbing ink fired from the printheads. 
0379 Preferably the printer further comprises one or 
more rail microadjusters for accurately adjusting a gap 
between the printhead and the media onto which it is 
printing. 
0380 Preferably the path comprises a generally straight 
path. 
0381 Preferably the printer further comprises a pre 
heater platen located under the path and before the print 
head. 

0382 Preferably the printer further comprises a door 
which covers an opening into a lower compartment of the 
dryer; the door being moveable from a closed position which 
covers the opening, to an open position in which the media 
passes through the opening into the lower compartment and 
out of the compartment, also through the opening. 
0383 Preferably the media in the lower compartment 
forms a catenary path in the compartment. 
0384. In a twentieth aspect the present invention provides 
a method for producing wallpaper on-demand, comprising 
the steps of utilizing an on-demand printer comprising a 
cabinet in which is located a media path which passes a 
printhead on the way to a dispensing slot; selecting a pattern 
and a configuration using one or more printer input devices 
which communicate with a processor to input the patternand 
the configuration; and printing a roll of wallpaper, onto a 
web of blank media, on demand, according to the selected 
pattern and configuration. 
0385 Preferably the method further comprises a selected 
width; and wherein the width is captured as data with a 
printer input device; and the printer is used to slit the web to 
the width. 
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0386 Preferably the method further comprises a selected 
roll length; and wherein the roll length is captured as data 
with a printer input device; and the printer is used to cut the 
web to the roll length. 
0387 Preferably the method further comprises charging a 
customer only for the length. 
0388 Preferably the method further comprises acquiring 
data about pattern or configuration from a touch screen 
display. 

0389 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
the printer with a scanner on a tether for capturing data that 
specifies a selected pattern or other data. 
0390 Preferably the method further comprises allowing 
the customer to select a media type and using that media 
type in a replaceable media cartridge in the printer. 

0391) Preferably the pattern is selected from printed 
swatches which correspond to patterns that the printer is able 
to print on demand. 
0392 Preferably the method further comprises providing 
a plurality of Swatches; assigning a symbol to each Swatch; 
using the symbol as an input to a printer input device. 

0393 Preferably the configuration comprises one or more 
parameters selected from the group comprising: roll length, 
a roll slitting arrangement, one or more modifications to the 
pattern, or a media type to be printed on. 
0394 Preferably the configuration comprises both roll 
length and a roll width slitting arrangement. 

0395 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a media canister into the printer, the 
canister containing an unprinted web of media; and using a 
motor in the printer to advance the unprinted web into the 
path; automatically threading the media from the loading 
area, to the dispensing slot. 

0396 Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises loading a disposable core into a winding area 
adjacent to the dispensing slot; winding a printed roll of 
wallpaper onto a core; and severing the printed roll on the 
core from the web. 

0397) Preferably utilizing an on-demand printer further 
comprises severing the printed roll on the core from the web 
using an automated cutting mechanism inside the printer, the 
cutting mechanism receiving a signal for commencing cut 
ting from the processor. 

0398 Preferably the core is contained within a tote 
during winding. 

0399 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web after it is printed on but before it is dispensed by the 
printer. 

0400 Preferably the method further comprises drying the 
web after it is printed on but before it is dispensed by the 
printer. 

04.01 Preferably the method further comprises allowing a 
customer to design a custom pattern defined by data; using 
the one or more input devices to capture the data; and 
printing the custom pattern on demand. 
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0402 Preferably the method further comprises selling 
printed rolls as they are produced to eliminate printed 
wallpaper inventory. 
0403 Preferably the media is printed by the printhead at 
a rate exceeding 0.02 square meters per second (775 Square 
feet per hour).” 
0404 Preferably the media is printed by the printhead at 
a rate exceeding 0.1 square meters per second (3875 Square 
feet per hour).” 
04.05 Preferably the media is printed by the printhead at 
a rate exceeding 0.2 square meters per second (7750 Square 
feet per hour).” 
04.06 Preferably the printhead has more than 7680 
nozzles. 

04.07 Preferably the printhead has more than 20,000 
nozzles. 

0408 Preferably the printhead has more than 100,000 
nozzles. 

04.09 Preferably the printhead has more than 250,000 
nozzles. 

0410 Preferably the printhead prints ink drops with a 
volume of less than 5 picoliters 
0411 Preferably the printhead prints ink drops with a 
volume of less than 3 picoliters 
0412 Preferably the printhead prints ink drops with a 
volume of less than 1.5 picoliters 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

0413 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a wallpaper printer 
according to the teachings of the present invention; 
0414 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a typical retail 
setting, illustrating the deployment of the present invention; 
0415 FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a wall 
paper printer of the type depicted in FIG. 1; 
0416 FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a wallpaper printer 
with a service door open; 
0417 FIG. 5 is a cross section through the device 
depicted in FIG. 1; 
0418 FIG. 6 is a detail of the cross section depicted in 
FIG. 5; 

0419 FIG. 7 is a cross section through a wallpaper printer 
depicting a wallpaper production paper path; 

0420 FIG. 8A is a top plan view of a dryer cabinet; 
0421 FIG. 8B is an elevation of a dryer cabinet; 
0422 FIG. 8C is a side elevation of a dryer cabinet; 
0423 FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a dryer cabinet; 
0424 FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the printhead and 
ink harness; 

0425 FIG. 11 is another perspective view of the print 
head and ink harness showing removal of the printhead; 

0426 FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a slitter module: 
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0427 FIG. 13 is another perspective of a slitter module 
showing the transverse cutter; 
0428 FIG. 14A and 14 Bare perspective views of a media 
cartridge; 

0429 FIG. 15 is a perspective view of the media cartridge 
depicted in FIG. 14 with the case open; 
0430 FIG. 16 in an exploded perspective of an interior of 
a media cartridge; 

0431 FIG. 17A to 17D are various views of the media 
cartridge depicted in FIGS. 14-16: 

0432 FIG. 18 is a cross section through a media car 
tridge; 

0433 FIG. 19 is a perspective view of a carry container 
or finished wallpaper product; and 

0434 FIG. 20 is an exploded perspective of the container 
depicted in FIG. 19: 
0435 FIG. 21 shows a perspective view of a printhead 
assembly in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

0436 FIG. 22 shows the opposite side of the printhead 
assembly of FIG. 21; 

0437 FIG. 23 shows a sectional view of the printhead 
assembly of FIG. 21; 

0438 FIG. 24A illustrates a portion of a printhead mod 
ule that is incorporated in the printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 

0439 FIG. 24B illustrates a lid portion of the printhead 
module of FIG. 24A; 

0440 FIG. 25A shows a top view of a printhead tile that 
forms a portion of the printhead module of FIG. 24A; 
0441 FIG.25B shows a bottom view of the printhead tile 
of FIG. 25A; 

0442 FIG. 26 illustrates electrical connectors for print 
head integrated circuits that are mounted to the printhead 
tiles as shown in FIG. 25A; 

0443 FIG. 27 illustrates a connection that is made 
between the printhead module of FIG. 24A and the under 
side of the printhead tile of FIGS. 25A and 25B; 
0444 FIG. 28 illustrates a “female' end portion of the 
printhead module of FIG. 24A; 

0445 FIG. 29 illustrates a “male' end portion of the 
printhead module of FIG. 24A; 

0446 FIG.30 illustrates a fluid delivery connector for the 
male end portion of FIG. 29: 

0447 FIG.31 illustrates a fluid delivery connector for the 
female end portion of FIG. 28; 
0448 FIG. 32 illustrates the fluid delivery connector of 
FIGS. 30 or 31 connected to fluid delivery tubes; 
0449 FIG.33 illustrates a tubular portion arrangement of 
the fluid delivery connectors of FIGS. 30 and 31: 
0450 FIG. 34A illustrates a capping member for the 
female and male end portions of FIGS. 28 and 29: 
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0451 FIG. 34B illustrates the capping member of FIG. 
34A applied to the printhead module of FIG. 24A: 

0452 FIG. 35A shows a sectional (skeletal) view of a 
support frame of a casing of the printhead assembly of FIG. 
21; 

0453 FIGS. 35B and 35C show perspective views of the 
support frame of FIG. 35A in upward and downward ori 
entations, respectively; 

0454 FIG. 36 illustrates a printed circuit board (PCB) 
support that forms a portion of the printhead assembly of 
FIG. 21; 

0455 FIGS. 37A, 37B show side and rear perspective 
views of the PCB support of FIG. 36: 
0456 FIG. 38A illustrates circuit components carried by 
a PCB supported by the PCB support of FIG. 36: 
0457 FIG. 38B shows an opposite side perspective view 
of the PCB and the circuit components of FIG. 38A: 
0458 FIG. 39A shows a side view illustrating further 
components attached to the PCB support of FIG. 36: 
0459 FIG. 39B shows a rear side view of a pressure plate 
that forms a portion of the printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 

0460 FIG. 40 shows a front view illustrating the further 
components of FIG. 39: 
0461 FIG. 41 shows a perspective view illustrating the 
further components of FIG. 39: 

0462 FIG. 42 shows a front view of the PCB support of 
FIG. 36: 

0463 FIG. 42A shows a side sectional view taken along 
the line I-I in FIG. 42: 

0464 FIG. 42B shows an enlarged view of the section A 
of FIG. 42A; 

0465 FIG. 42C shows a side sectional view taken along 
the line II-II in FIG. 42: 

0466 FIG. 42D shows an enlarged view of the section B 
of FIG. 42C: 

0467 FIG. 42E shows an enlarged view of the section C 
of FIG. 42C: 

0468 FIG. 43 shows a side view of a cover portion of the 
casing of the printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 

0469 FIG. 44 illustrates a plurality of the PCB supports 
of FIG. 36 in a modular assembly: 

0470 FIG. 45 illustrates a connecting member that is 
carried by two adjacent PCB supports of FIG. 44 and which 
is used for interconnecting PCBs that are carried by the PCB 
Supports; 

0471 FIG. 46 illustrates the connecting member of FIG. 
45 interconnecting two PCBs: 

0472 FIG. 47 illustrates the interconnection between two 
PCBs by the connecting member of FIG. 45: 

0473 FIG. 48 illustrates a connecting region of busbars 
that are located in the printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 
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0474 FIG. 49 shows a perspective view of an end portion 
of a printhead assembly in accordance with an embodiment 
of the present invention; 
0475 FIG. 50 illustrates a connector arrangement that is 
located in the end portion of the printhead assembly as 
shown in FIG. 49: 
0476 FIG. 51 illustrates the connector arrangement of 
FIG. 50 housed in an end housing and plate assembly which 
forms a portion of the printhead assembly; 
0477 FIGS. 52A and 52B show opposite side views of 
the connector arrangement of FIG. 50: 
0478 FIG. 52C illustrates a fluid delivery connection 
portion of the connector arrangement of FIG. 50: 
0479 FIG. 53A illustrates a support member that is 
located in a printhead assembly in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention: 
0480 FIG. 53B shows a sectional view of the printhead 
assembly with the support member of FIG. 53A located 
therein; 
0481 FIG. 53C illustrates a part of the printhead assem 
bly of FIG. 53B in more detail: 
0482 FIG. 54 illustrates the connector arrangement of 
FIG. 50 housed in the end housing and plate assembly of 
0483 FIG. 51 attached to the casing of the printhead 
assembly: 
0484 FIG. 55A shows an exploded perspective view of 
the end housing and plate assembly of FIG. 51: 
0485 FIG. 55B shows an exploded perspective view of 
an end housing and plate assembly which forms a portion of 
the printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 
0486 FIG. 56 shows a perspective view of the printhead 
assembly when in a form which uses both of the end housing 
and plate assemblies of FIGS. 55A and 55B; 
0487 FIG. 57 illustrates a connector arrangement housed 
in the end housing and plate assembly of FIG. 55B; 
0488 FIGS. 58A and 58B shows opposite side views of 
the connector arrangement of FIG. 57; 
0489 FIG. 59 illustrates an end plate when attached to 
the printhead assembly of FIG. 49; 

0490 FIG. 60 illustrates data flow and functions per 
formed by a print engine controller integrated circuit that 
forms one of the circuit components shown in FIG. 38A: 
0491 FIG. 61 illustrates the print engine controller inte 
grated circuit of FIG. 60 in the context of an overall printing 
system architecture; 
0492 FIG. 62 illustrates the architecture of the print 
engine controller integrated circuit of FIG. 61; 
0493 FIG. 63 shows an exploded view of a fluid distri 
bution stack of elements that form the printhead tile of FIG. 
25A; 

0494 FIG. 64 shows a perspective view (partly in sec 
tion) of a portion of a nozzle system of a printhead integrated 
circuit that is incorporated in the printhead module of the 
printhead assembly of FIG. 21; 

Jul. 12, 2007 

0495 FIG. 65 shows a vertical sectional view of a single 
nozzle (of the nozzle system shown in FIG. 64) in a 
quiescent state; 

0496 FIG. 66 shows a vertical sectional view of the 
nozzle of FIG. 65 at an initial actuation state; 

0497 FIG. 67 shows a vertical sectional view of the 
nozzle of FIG. 66 at a later actuation state; 

0498 FIG. 68 shows in perspective a partial vertical 
sectional view of the nozzle of FIG. 65, at the actuation state 
shown in FIG. 66: 

0499 FIG. 69 shows in perspective a vertical section of 
the nozzle of FIG. 65, with ink omitted; 

0500 FIG. 70 shows a vertical sectional view of the 
nozzle of FIG. 69; 

0501 FIG. 71 shows in perspective a partial vertical 
sectional view of the nozzle of FIG. 65, at the actuation state 
shown in FIG. 66: 

0502 FIG.72 shows a plan view of the nozzle of FIG. 65: 
and 

0503 FIG. 73 shows a plan view of the nozzle of FIG. 65 
with lever arm and movable nozzle portions omitted. 

BEST MODE. OTHER EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
INVENTION 

1. Exterior Overview 

0504 As shown in FIG. 1 a wallpaper printer 100 com 
prises a cabinet 102 with exterior features to facilitate the 
specification of purchase of, and packaging of wallpaper 
which is selected and printed, on-demand, for example at a 
point of sale. The cabinet 102 includes a tilting touch screen 
interface 104 such as an LCD TFT screen which is posi 
tioned at a convenient height for a standing person. The 
cabinet also supports a pistol grip type barcode scanner 108 
which serves as a data capture device and input. The Scanner 
108 is preferably attached to the cabinet 102 by a data cable 
or a tether 110, even if the scanner 108 operates over a 
wireless network. 

0505) The cabinet 102 includes a winding area, in this 
example taking the form of an exterior well 106 for receiv 
ing a container for printed wallpaper, as will be further 
explained. The well holds a specially configured container 
208 (see FIGS. 4 and 5). The container holds a winding core 
onto which is wound a roll of wallpaper for purchase. The 
well includes a pair of spindles 120, at least one of which is 
driven by a motor and which align, engage and rotate the 
winding core within the container 208. The cabinet also 
includes a tape dispenser 112 with a lid which is used by the 
machine operator to dispense tape for attaching the wallpa 
per media to the disposable winding core in the container 
208, as will be further explained. 

0506 Other exterior cabinet features include a vent area 
114 on the top of the cabinet for the discharge of heated or 
moist air. The vent or vent area 114 is covered by a top plate 
116. The cabinet includes one or more service doors 402. 
When the service door is open, the media cartridges 400 can 
be inserted or withdrawn by their handles 1408. Adjustable 
feet 122 may be provided. The cabinet is preferably built 
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around a frame (see FIG. 3) clad with stainless steel and may 
be decorated with ornamental insert panels 118. 
2. Operation Overview 
0507 As shown in FIG. 2, the wallpaper printer of the 
present invention 100 can serve as the production facility of 
a business operation Such as a retail operation. In this Figure, 
it can be seen that wallpaper samples or Swatches may be 
arranged into books or collections 200 and displayed on 
racks 202 for easy access by consumers. In short, a con 
Sumer 204 selects a wallpaper pattern from a collection 200 
or bases a selection on the modification of an existing 
pattern. A machine operator scans an associated barcode or 
other symbol of that pattern with the scanner 108 or enters 
an alphanumeric code through the touch screen 104 (or other 
interface) to the printer's processor. Rolls of wallpaper are 
produced in standardized boxes or totes 208, on demand and 
according to consumer preferences which are input to the 
printer. Consumer preferences might include a selection of 
a pattern, a variation to the basic pattern, a custom pattern, 
the width and length of the finished product, or the web or 
substrate type onto which the pattern is printed. 
0508 After the appropriate selections have been made, a 
free end of a roll of media (already protruding from the exit 
slot 206 adjacent to the well 106) is taped to a winding core, 
for example with tape which is provided by the tape dis 
penser 112 (see FIG. 1). The disposable core (see 2014 in 
FIG. 20) is supported within a box 208. As the selected 
wallpaper is printed and dispensed from the slot 206, it is 
wound onto the winding core 2014. At the end of the 
production run of a particular roll, the web of printed 
wallpaper is separated with a transverse knife located with 
the cabinet. By further advancing the winding core, the 
training end of the roll is taken up into the container 208. 
When the winding is complete winding spindle may be 
disengaged from the box. 208 allowing it to be withdrawn 
from the well 106 (see FIG. 1). 
0509. In some embodiments, a consumer of wallpaper 
may operate the printer. In other embodiments an operator 
with some degree of training may operate the machine in 
accordance with a customer's requirements, preferences or 
instructions. 

0510. It will be appreciated that this kind of operation 
provides the basis for a wallpaper printing business or the 
deployment of a franchise based on the technology. 

0511. In a franchise setting, a head licensor supplies the 
printer to franchisees. The licensor may also Supply the 
consumables such as inks, media, media cartridges, totes, 
cores etc. As each of these items potentially require quality 
control Supervision and therefore Supply from the licensor in 
order to ensure the Success of the franchise, their consump 
tion by the franchisee may also serve as metrics for fran 
chisee performance and a basis for franchisor remuneration. 
The franchisor may also supply new patterns and collections 
of patterns as Software, in lieu of actual physical inventory. 
New patterns insure that the franchisees are able to exploit 
trends, fashions and seasonal variances in demand, without 
having to stock any printed media. A printer of this kind may 
be operated as a networked device, allowing for networked 
accounting, monitoring, Support and pattern Supply, also 
allowing decentralized control over printer operation and 
maintenance. 
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3. Construction Overview 

0512. As shown in FIG. 3, the cabinet 100 is built around 
a frame 300. The frame 300 supports the outer panels, e.g. 
side panels 302,304, a rear panel 306, upper and lower front 
panels 308310 and a top panel 312. The well 106 is shown 
as having a support spindle 330 and a driven spindle 314. 
Tracing the paper flow path backward from the well 106, the 
path comprises a slitter and transverse cutter module 316, a 
dryer 318, a full width stationery printhead 320, and the 
media cartridges with their drive mechanism 322. Ink res 
ervoirs 324 are located above the printhead 320. The reser 
voirs may have level monitors or quality control means that 
measure or estimate the amount of ink remaining. This 
quantity may be transmitted to the printer's processor where 
it can be used to generate a display or alarm. The processing 
capabilities of the device are located in a module or enclo 
sure 340. The processor operates the unit in accordance to 
stored technical and business rules in conjunction with 
operator inputs. 

0513. As shown in FIG. 4, wallpaper media, before it is 
printed, is contained in cartridges 400. In this example there 
is an uppermost cartridge located in a loading area, ready for 
use and two other cartridges in storage located below it. As 
will be explained, the printer is self threading and no manual 
intervention is required by the machine operator to thread 
the web of unprinted paper into the printing system other 
than to load the upper cartridge 400 correctly. The service 
door 402 provides access to the media cartridges 400 and 
required machine interfaces as well as to the ink reservoirs 
324. Ink reservoirs 324 hold up to several liters of ink and 
are easily removed and interchanged through the service 
door 402. An instruction panel or display screen 410 may be 
provided at or near eye level. 
4. Printhead and Ink 

0514. The embodiment shown uses one of the applicants 
MemjetTM printheads. A typical example of these printheads 
is shown in PCT Application No PCT/AU98/00550, the 
entire contents of which is incorporated herein by reference. 
0515. As shown in FIG. 5, the printhead 500 is preferably 
a MemjetTM style printhead which delivers 1600 dpi photo 
graphic quality reproduction. The style of printhead is 
fabricated using micro electromechanical techniques so as to 
deliver an essentially all silicon printhead with 9290 nozzles 
per inch or more than 250,000 nozzles covering a standard 
roll width of 27 inches. The media web is delivered past the 
stationary printhead at 90 feet per minute, allowing wallpa 
per for a standard sized room to be printed and packaged in 
about 2 minutes. FIG. 11 shows the elongated printhead 500 
carried by a rail 502. The rail allows the printhead to be 
easily removed and installed, for service, maintenance or 
replacement by sliding motion, into and out of position. 
0516 Referring again to FIG. 5, the printhead is supplied 
with liquid ink from the reservoirs 324. The removable 
reservoirs are located above the printhead 500 and a harness 
504 comprising a number of ink supply tubes carries the 6 
different ink colors from the 6 reservoirs 324 to the printhead 
500. The liquid ink harness 504 is interrupted by a self 
sealing coupling 1002, 1004 (see FIG. 11). Furthermore, by 
loosening thumb screws 1006 and disconnecting the ink 
harness coupling 1002, 1004 allows the printhead to be 
withdrawn from the rail 502. Also note that an air pump 
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1010 supplies compressed air through an air hose to the 
printhead or an area adjacent to it. This supply of air may be 
used to blow across the nozzles in order to prevent the media 
from resting on the nozzles. 
0517 Rail microadjusters 1014 (see FIGS. 6 and 10) are 
used to accurately adjust the distance or space that defines a 
gap between the printheads and the media being printed. 
0518) As shown in FIG. 6, a capper motor 602 drives a 
rotary capping and blotting device. The capping device seals 
the printheads when not in use in order to prevent dust or 
contaminants from entering the printheads. It uncaps and 
rotates to produce an integral blotter, which is used for 
absorbing ink fired from the printheads during routine 
printer start-up maintenance. 
5. Media Path 

0519) As shown in FIGS. 5, 6 and 7, the printhead 500 
resides in an intermediate portion of a media path which 
extends from a blank media input near the upper cartridge 
400 to the printed wallpaper exit slot near the winding roll 
2014 (see FIG. 20). The media path is able to be threaded 
without user intervention because the media is guided at all 
times in the path. In some embodiments, the path extends to 
within the tote or container 208. The path extends in a 
generally straight line from cartridge 400, across a very short 
gap to between the pilot guides 512, across a flat pre-heater 
or platen 510 to a location under the printhead 500 and 
thereafter across an opening 506 which defines the mouth of 
the dryer's drying compartment 520. The opening into the 
compartment 520 is covered by a rotating door 508. The 
door is closed, except during printing which requires air 
drying. As shown in FIG. 7, the door 508 of the dryer 318 
can be opened so that the media web descends, following a 
catenary path when required, into the compartment 520, 
providing additional path length and drying time. The path 
may form a catenary loop or strictly speaking, a loop portion 
which is suspended within the compartment from each end. 
In one embodiment the door 508 is biased into an open 
position and closed by the action of a winding motor 522 
operated by the printer's processor. 

0520. After the dryer 318, the path continues in a gen 
erally straight line to the cutting and slitting or module 316. 

0521. The media path then extends from the cutting and 
slitting module 316 through the exit opening 206 of the 
cabinet. 

6. The Dryer 

0522. As shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the removable drying 
cabinet or module 318 utilizes one or more top mounted 
blowers or centrifugal fans 800. The fans 800 provide a 
Supply of air, downward through a plenum 808, across one 
or more heating elements 802 that are controlled by a 
thermal sensor 804. The stream of heated air is channeled by 
a tapered duct 806 and blown across the opening 506 (not 
shown in these Figures). When the door 508 is open, the 
heated air blows into the drying compartment 520. Exterior 
circulation ducts 812 allow air from the drying compartment 
520 to be collected and supplied to the intakes 814 of each 
motor 800. The ducts extend from vents in the compartment 
upwardly and may include an upper vent 902 which allows 
hot or moist air to escape through the vent area 114 of the 
cabinet. 
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7. The Slitter/Cutter Module 

0523 FIGS. 12 and 13 illustrate the slitter?cutter module 
1200. The module 1200 comprises a frame, such as a sheet 
metal frame 1202 having end plates 1204 and 1206. The 
paper path through the module 1200 is defined by a pair of 
entry rollers 1208 and 1210 and a pair of exit rollers 1212 
and 1214. One of the entry rollers 1208 and one of the exit 
rollers 1212 is powered. Power is supplied to both drive 
rollers by a drive motor 1216 and a drive belt 1218. The 
drive rollers 1208, 1212 in conjunction with the idler rollers 
1210, 1214 serve as a transport mechanism for the wallpaper 
through the module 1200. 
0524. Also located between the side plates 1204, 1206 is 
an optional, slitter gang or mechanism in a rotating carrousel 
configuration. The slitter gang comprises a separate pair of 
brackets or end plates 1220 and 1222 between which extend 
a plurality of slitter rollers 1224, 1226, 1228 and 1230 and 
a central stabilizing shaft 1232. In this example, four inde 
pendent rollers are depicted along with a stabilizing shaft 
1232. It will be understood that the slitter gang is optional 
and may be provided either as a single roller or a gang of two 
or more rollers as illustrated by FIG. 12. An actuating motor 
1232 rotates the slitter gang into a selected position. A 
central guide roller 1234 extends between the end plates 
1204, 1206 and beneath the slitter gang. The guide roller 
1234 has a succession of circumferential grooves 1236 
formed along its length. The grooves 1236 correspond to the 
position of each of the blades, cutters or rotating cutting 
disks 1238 which are formed on each of the slitters 1224 
1230. In this way, the guide roller acts as a cutting block and 
allows the blades 1238 to penetrate the wallpaper when they 
are rotated into position. In this way, each of the slitters 
1224-1230 can be rotated into an out of position, as required. 
0525). As shown in FIG. 13, the exit portion of the 
slitterfcutter module 1200 comprises a transverse cutter 
1300. The cutter blade 1300 is mounted eccentrically 
between a pair of rotating cams 1302 which are rotated in 
unison by an actuating motor to provide a circular cutting 
stroke. The motor may be mounted on an end plate. Actua 
tion of the cutter 1300 divides the wallpaper web. 
8. Media Supply Cartridge 
0526 FIGS. 14-18 illustrate the construction of the wall 
paper media Supply cartridges 400. Each cartridge com 
prises, for example, a high density polyethylene molding 
which forms a hinged case 1400. The case 1400 includes a 
top half 1402 and a bottom half 1404 which are held together 
by hinge such as an integral hinge 1406. One end face of the 
cartridge 400 preferably includes a handle 1408. A second 
folding handle 1410 may be provided, for ease of handling, 
along the top of the cartridge 400. The two halves, 1402, 
1404, may be held together by one or more resilient clips 
1414. 

0527. As shown in FIG. 16, the cartridge 400 is prefer 
ably loaded by introducing an assembly into the bottom case 
half. The assembly includes a roll of blank media 1600 on 
a hollow core 1630 which rotates freely about a shaft 1610, 
rollers 1620, 1622 and the support moldings 1614. 
0528. The shaft 1610 carries a roller support molding 
1614 at each end. The may be interchangeable so as to be 
used at either end. Anotch 1632 at each end of the shaft 1610 
engages a cooperating nib 1634 on the Support moldings. 
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Because the support moldings 1614 are restrained from 
rotating by locator slots 1636 formed in the cases halves, the 
shaft does not rotate (but the core 1630 does). The roller 
Support moldings also may include resilient extensions 
1617. Lunettes 1638 at the end of the extensions engage 
cooperating grooves 1618 formed at the ends of the cartridge 
drive roller 1620 and idler roller 1622. The rollers 1620, 
1622 are supported between the ends of the cartridge 400, 
but maintained in proximity to one another and in registry 
with the shaft 1610 by the support moldings 1614. The 
resilient force imposed by the extensions 1616 keep the 
drive roller 1620 and the idler 1622 in close enough prox 
imity (or in contact) that when the drive roller 1620 is 
operated on by the media driver motor, the wallpaper 
medium is dispensed from the dispensing slot 1640 of the 
cartridge 400. Further advancing the drive roller 1620 
advances the media web into the media path. 

0529) In some embodiments, the driven roller 1620 is 
slightly longer than the idler roller 1622. One case half has 
an opening 1650 which allows a shaft or spindle to rotate the 
drive roller 1620 via a coupling half 1652 formed in the 
roller. The opening may serve as a journal for the shaft 1620. 
The idler roller remains fully within the case when the 
halves are shut. 

9. Customer Tote 

0530. As shown in FIGS. 19 and 20, a tote or container 
1900 for the finished product comprises an elongated folding 
carton with a central axially directed opening 1902 at each 
end 1902. The carton may be disposable and formed from 
paper, cardboard or any other thin textile. The carton holds 
about 50 meters of printed wallpaper. As shown in FIG. 20. 
the finished roll of wallpaper 2000 is shown on a core 2008 
supported between a pair of support moldings 2000-2004. 
The core 2008 may be disposable. Each of the support 
moldings comprises a hub or stub shaft 2006 which is 
adapted to engage the interior of the core 2008 which carries 
the printed wallpaper 2000. The support moldings may have 
a circumferential bearing surface 2022, attached to the stub 
shaft, for example by spokes 2030, for distributing the load 
onto the interior bottom and walls of the carton. Each 
molding, 2002, 2004 includes an external shoulder 2010 
which is adapted to fit through the openings 1902. At least 
one of the moldings 2002 has axially or radially extending 
teeth 2012 forming a coupling feature which is adapted to be 
driven by the drive mechanism located within the cradle 106 
formed on the front of the cabinet. Other types of coupling 
features may be used. A viewing window 2020 may be 
formed in an upper flap of the carton 1900 so that the printed 
pattern can be viewed with the lid 2022 closed. 

0531. An edge 1920 of the carton adjacent to the lid 2022 
may include a return fold so as to Smooth the edge presented 
to wallpaper as it is wound onto the core. A Smooth edge 
may also be provided by applying a separate anti-friction 
material. Note the gap 1922 between the lid and the carton. 
Wallpaper enters the tote through the gap 1922. 

0532. The carton 1900 may include folding handles 1910 
provided singly or in opposing pairs, 1910, 1912. In some 
embodiments a handle is provided on either side of the gap 
1922. Folding handles of this kind form a grip when 
deployed but do not interfere with the location of the box 
1900 within the cradle. An arrow 1914 or other visual device 
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printed on the box indicates which end of the carton orients 
to or corresponds to the driving end of the cradle 106 (see 
FIG. 3). 
10. Information Processing 
0533. The invention has been disclosed with reference to 
a module 340 in which is placed a processor. It will be 
understood that the processing capabilities of the printer of 
the present invention may be physically deployed and inter 
connected with the hardware and software required for the 
printer in a number of ways. In this document and the 
claims, the broad term “processor is used to refer to the 
totality of electronic information processing resources 
required by the printer (regardless of location, platform, 
arrangement, network, configuration etc.) unless a contrary 
intention or meaning is indicated. In general the processor is 
responsible for coordination of the printer's functions in 
accordance with the operator inputs. The printer's functions 
may include any one or more of providing operator instruc 
tion, creating alerts to system performance, self threading, 
operation of the printhead and its accessory features, obtain 
ing operator inputs from any of a variety of Sources, move 
ment of the web through the printer and out of it, operation 
of any cutter or slitter, winding of the finished roll onto a 
spool or into a tote, communication with the operator and 
driving any display, self diagnosis and report, self mainte 
nance, monitoring system parameters and adjusting printing 
systems. 

11. Methods of Operation 
0534. The device of the present invention is preferably 
operated as an on demand printer. An operator of the device 
is able to select a pattern for printing in a number of ways. 
The pattern may be selected by viewing pattern on the 
display 104, or from a collection of printed swatches 200 or 
by referring to other sources. The identity of the selected 
pattern is communicated to the printer by the scanner 108 or 
by a keyboard, the touchscreen 104 or other means. In some 
embodiments the pattern may be customized by operator 
input, Such as changing the color or scale of a pattern, the 
spacing of Stripes or the combination of patterns. Input 
devices such as the touchscreen 104 also allow the customer, 
user or operator to configure the printer for a particular run 
or job. Configuration information that can be input to the 
processor includes roll length, slitting requirements, media 
selection or modifications to the pattern. The totality of 
inputs are processed and when the printer is ready to print, 
the operator insures that the web is taped to the core in the 
tote and that the core and tote are ready for winding. Alerts 
will be generated by the printer if any system function or 
parameter indicates that the job will not be printed and 
wound Successfully. This may require the self diagnosis of 
a variety of physical parameters such as ink fill levels, 
remaining web length, web tension, end-to-end integrity of 
the web etc. Information requirement and resources may be 
parsed and checked as well prior to the initiation of a print 
run. Once the required roll length has been wound, the tote 
is severed from the web, either automatically or manually, as 
required. 
0535 A detailed description of a preferred embodiment 
of the printhead will now be described with reference to 
FIGS. 21-73. 

0536 The printhead assembly 3010 as shown in FIGS. 21 
and 22 is intended for use as a page width printhead in a 










































