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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, TEOMAS M. WATT, a
citizen of the United States, residingin Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, haveinvented certain
Improvements in Devices for Facilitating
Penmanship, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention consists of a deviceintended
to be attached to the hand of a writer to prop-
erly support the wrist and fingers in correct
position for writing,the device serving further
to lessen the friction ordinarily caused by the
movement of the hand over the paper, to pre-
vent the common, but erroneous, dependence
upon the fingers alone in moving the pen, and
to assist.-in the acquirement of the proper
wrist and arm movements, the effect being to
give the user those qualities of rapidity, grace,
ease, accuracy, steadiness, and legibility de-
sirable in the work of a penman.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of a device embodying my
invention. Fig. 2 isa viewshowing the same
applied to the hand, the latter, however, not
being shown in writing position, but turned
upward to illustrate more clearly the appli-
cation of the device thereto. Fig 3is a simi-
lar view showing the device adapted to sup-
portthe fingersinan extended position. Figs.
4 and 5 are transverse sections, respectively,
on the lines 4 4 and 5 5, Fig. 1; and Fig. 6 is
a partial end view of the device.

The device shown in the drawings is com-
posed wholly of bent wire, and this is the pref-
erable construction on grounds of economy
and facility of manufacture, although the
structure may bemade of sheet metal orother
material without sacrificing the essential fea-
tures of the invention.

The device comprises a hand and wrist por-
tion and a finger portion connected by a stem
extending along the outer side of the hand,
the stem being preferably extensible and con-
tractible so as to provide for varying the ad-
justment of the finger portion of the device in
respect to the hand portion.

The wrist and hand portion of the device
comprises a pair of concave loops A and B,
the former in line with the wrist and the loop
B underlying the inner portion of the palm,
a loop D extending over the back of the wrist

and serving to hold the device in proper po-
sition thereon.

The finger portion comprises a loop F for
lying beneath the third and little finger of the
hand and holding them in proper position, as
shown in Fig. 2, and a projecting tongue or
finger G, which is in a somewhat lower plane
than the loop F, as shown in Fig. 4, and thus
serves to bear upon the paper and support
thefingersin position slightly above the same.

Inlike manner the wrist-supporting loop A
is flanked by a tongue or finger H, in a some-
what lower plane than said loop, as shown in
Fig. 6, and serving as a support for the wrist
portion of the deviee, so that the wrist and
the inner portion of the palm of the hand are
likewise supported at a slight distance above
the surface of the paper. The finger Hin the
presentinstance constitutes the terminal wire
of the rear loop D, but it may be an inde-
pendent piece, if desired. The round and
smooth surfaces presented by the fingers G
and H slide easily over the surface of the
paper and thus facilitate the writing opera-
tion by lessening the friction which is nsually
caused by contact of the broad surface of the
wrist, palm, and fingers with the paper.

The stem I of the finger portion of the de-
vice slides through a tubular guide J, formed,
in the present instance, by bending or coiling
the end of the wire of which the loop B is
composed, this tubular guide exercising suf-
ficient friction upon the stem I to serve to
retain it in any of its positions of longitudi-
nal adjustment in the guide.

At the outer end of the guide is a depend-
ing finger K, which serves as a support for
that portion of the device between the hand
and finger portions, and thus prevents fric-
tion between this portion of the device and
the paper, as well as acting as a brace for
maintaining the hand and finger portions of
the device in proper relation to each other
and to the writing-surface. When the finger

portion of the device is pushed inward, as
shown in Fig. 2, it serves to properly support
the third and little fingers of the hand when
the latter are bent inward in the usual writ-
ing position, the provision for extending the
finger portion of the device, however,enabling
the same to be used as a support for the third
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and little fingers of the hand when the latter
are extended, as shown in Fig. 3.

The finger D is-preferably of flexible mate-
rial, so that it can be bent to fit snugly to the
back of the wrist, or it may be elastie, so as
to slip over the hand in applying the device.

The attachment just described permits the
hand tomove swiftly overthe writing-surface,
owing to the reduced frictional surface in
contact with the paper, and in addition to
the speed thus insured it adds to the grace
of the writing by holding the fingers and wrist
in properrelative position, preventing fatigue
of either wrist or fingers, and permitting great
freedom of movement of the hand, the wrist
and arm movements essential to graceful,
speedy, and accurate penmanship being un-
consciously brought into play by the writer
after a little praectice.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and.desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A penman’sassistantcomprising awrist-
support, a finger-support and a connection
between the same, both supports being adapt-
ed to rest upon the writing-surface and to
prevent contact of the hand or fingers there-
with, substantially as specified. :

2. A penman’s assistant consisting of a

wrist and hand support, a finger-support,
and alongitudinally expansibleand contracti-
ble connection between the two, substan-
tially as specified..

3. A penman’s assistant consisting of a
wrist and hand support, a finger-support and
a connection whereby said parts are retained
in proper position in respect to each other,
said wrist and finger portions having portions
projecting below them and serving by contact
with the writing-surface to support the at-
tachment in a plane above the same, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. A penman’s assistant consisting of a

wrist and hand support, a finger-support, a
connection whereby the same are retained in-

proper relation to-each other, said wrist and
finger supports having portions projecting
below the same so as to support them above
the writing-surface, and the connecting de-
vice also having a downwardly-projecting
support and brace, substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.
THOMAS M. WATT.
Witnesses:
Jos. H. KLEIN, -
FRANK E. BECHTOLD.
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