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This invention relates to envelopes, and more particu-
larly to an improved envelope of the window type.

The main object of the invention is to provide a novel
and improved window envelope which is simple in con-
struction, which is provided with reversible indicia-bear-
ing means visible through the windows thereof, which is
neat in appearance, and which is economical to use.

A further object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved window envelope having reversible indicia-bear-
ing elements therein visible through the windows thereof,
said envelope being inexpensive to manufacture, being
durable in construction and being reusable when desired.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come appareat from the following description and claims
and from the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of an improved en-
velope according to the present invention;

Figure 2 is a plan view of the blank employed to form
the envelope of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail view
taken on line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail view taken
on line 4—4 of Figure 2;

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail view taken
on line 5—5. of Figure 2;

Figure 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail view taken
on line 6—5 of Figure 2;

Figure 7 is an enlarged horizontal cross-sectional view
taken on line 7—7 of Figure 1.

Referring to the drawings, the improved envelope is
designated generally at 11 and comprises a rectangular
face portion 12, and a generally rectangular rear portion
13, said face portion and rear portion 12 and 13 respec-
tively being connected along a fold line 14, as shown in
Figure 2. TFigure 2 illustrates the blank employed to
form the envelope, and may be fabricated of any suit-
able sheet plastic material of suitable durability.

As shown in Figure 2, the front face portion 12 is pro-
vided at its opposite ends with the respective flaps 15, 15,
said flaps being coated with suitable adhesive material
whereby the end margins of the rear portion 13 may be
adhesively secured to the end marginal portions of the
face portion 12 to define the envelope. The face portion
12 is also provided with the top flap 16 which may be
coated on its marginal portion with suitable adhesive 17,
preferably of the pressure-semsitive type, so that the top
flap 16 may be adhesively secured to the upper marginal
portion of the rear portion 13 of the envelope by apply-
ing suitable pressure on the marginal portion of flap 16.
To facilitate the opening of the envelope, the edge of
the flap 16 is formed with a loop or tab element 18 which
may be grasped readily, and which may be employed as
a handle to open the flap 16 without tearing same, since
the adhesive 17 is preferably of a type which yields in
response to a pull exerted thereon, as in the case of con-
ventional pressure-sensitive adhesive material employed
on conventional fastening tape.

The face portion 12 is formed with a first window which

10

30

40

43

65

60

i1

70

2 ,
is relatively large and which is located in the lower in-
termediate portion of the face member 12 of the eavelope,
said window being shown at 20. The window 29 is prei-
erably provided with a suitable transparent protective
covering, shown at 21, and is preferably suitably thickened
or reinforced around its margins, as by a thickened border
rib or bead 22. Secured to the inside surface of the face
portion 12 adjacent the side and bottom margins of the
window 20 is a pocket, designated at 23, said pocket com-
prising a generally U-shaped spacer strip 24 secured to the
inside surface of the face portion 12 along the side and
bottom margins of the window 26, and a wall 25 of suit--
able thin sheet material secured to the U-shaped member
24 to define the pocket or receptacle.

Secured to the inside surface of the window 20 along
the top marginal portion of the window are a pair of
diamond-shaped flat lug elements 26, 26 of suitable thick-
ness and preferabiy of the same material as the envelope,
said lng elements being spaced symmetrically on opposite
sides of the vertical center line of the window, as shown
in Figure 2. Designated at 27 is an indicia-bearing card -
which is shaped to fit inside the pocket 23. The marginal
top portion of wall 25 is notched at the intermediate por-
tion of its top portion as shown at 28 to facilitate the
handling of the card, namely, to facilitate its insertion in
the pockei 23 and its withdrawal therefrom when it is
desired to reverse the card. The card 27 is formed with
diamond-shaped apertures 28’ arranged to lockingly inter-
engage with the lugs 26 whereby the card will be retained
in the pocket 23. Since the card is made of flexible sheet
material, such as thin cardboard or the like, the upper
portions thereof are sufficiently flexible so that the mar-
ginal top portions of the wall 25 may be readily flexed
rearwardly to disengage the apertures 28’ from the lugs
26 when it is desired to extract the card from the
pocket 23.

The card 27 is preferably provided with space on one
surface thereof for the address of the person to whom
the envelope is to be mailed, and is also provided on its
reverse surface with space on which the address of the
sender may be inscribed, so that when the envelope is
received by the first addressee, the same envelope may be
employed to return correspondence to the first addressor
by merely reversing the address card 27 thereof in the
pocket 23.

The face portion 12 of the envelope is further formed
with a window 30 at its upper left corner, as shown in
Figure 1, said window being similar in construction to:
the window 28, and being provided with a pocket 31 for
receiving a reversible card 32 provided with spaces on its
front and rear surfaces on which return addresses may be
inscribed. The card 32 is reversible in the same manner
as the card 37 so that the return address of the person
using the envelope may be exhibited through the win-
dow 39.

The face portion 12 of the envelope is further formed
at its upper right corner with still another window 40
which is provided with a pocket 41 shaped to receive a
stamp-bearing card 42. The window 490 is not provided
with a transparent protective front cover, as are the win-
dows 20 and 3@ in order to allow stamps on the card 42
exposed through the window 40 to be cancelled by the
postal authorities. However, the card 42 is reversible in
the same manner as the cards 27 and 32 whereby the
card 42 may be employed to carry postage for return
mailing of the envelope, if so desired.

1t will be noted that the cards 42 and 32 are provided
with locking means comprising lugs 26 on the inside sur-
face of the face portion 12 above the windows 40 and 30
which engage with apertures similar to the apertures 28’
provided on the upper marginal portions of the cards 42
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and 32.'_The cards are further locked in their pockets 7

41 and 31 by being engaged by the top fold line 44 of
the face portion 12 of the eavelope when the flap 16 is
sealed.

~ While a speciﬁcb embodiment of an improved envelope

has been disclosed in the foregoing description, it will be
understood that various modifications within the spirit
of the invention may occur to those skilled in the art.
Therefore, it is intended that no limitations be placed on
the invention except as defined by the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

- What is claimed is:

1. An envelope comprising a face portion, a rear por-
tion, means connecting the side and bottom edges of said
face and rear portions, a cover flap on said face portion
arranged to be folded over and to be secured to the top
margin of -said- rear portion, said face portion being
formed with a window, a pocket secured to the inside sur-
face of said face portion adjacent the side and bottom
margins of said window, a card element fitting in and re-
ceived in said pocket whereby the cuter face of said card
element may be viewed through said window when the flap
is secured in closed position to said rear portion, the top
marginal portion of said card element being formed with
an aperture, and -a lug element on the inside surface of
the top margin of said window located substantially the
same distances from the marginal edges of the window
as said aperture and being formed to lockingly engage in
the aperture.

2: An envelope comprising a face portion, a rear por-
tion, means connecting the side and bottom edges of said

face and rear portions, a cover flap cn said face portion-

arranged to be folded over and to be secured to the top
margin of said rear portion, said face portion being
formed ‘with a first window in the intermediate region
thereof and a second window at an upper corner region
thereof, respective pockets secured to the inner surface
of said face portion adjacent the side and bottom margins
of said windows, respective cards fitting in and received
in said pockets whereby the outer faces of said cards may
be viewed through said windows when the flap is secured
in closed position to said rear portion the top marginal
portion of each card being formed with an aperture, aﬁd
@ lug element on the inside surface of the top margin of
each window located substantially the same distances from
the marginal edges of the window as said aperture and
being formed to lockingly engage in the aperture.

- 3. An envelope comprising a face portion, a rear por-

tion, means connecting the side and bottom edges of said
face and rear portions, a cover flap on said face portion
arranged to be folded over and to be secured to the top
margin of said rear portion, said face portion being
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formed with a first window in the intermediate region
thereof and a second window at an upper corner region
thereof, respective pockets secured to the inside surface
of said face portion adjacent the side and bottom mar-
gins of said windows, respective card elements fitting
in and received in said pockets whereby the outer faces
of said card elements may be viewed through said win-
dows when the flap is secured in closed position to said
rear portion each card element being formed with a plu-
rality of apertures adjacent its top edge, and respective
card-retaining Iug elements secured to the inside surface
of said face portion adjacent the top margins of said win-
dows and being located substantialiy the same distances
from the marginal edges of the associated windows as the
apertures and being formed to lockingly engage in said
apertures.

4. An envelope comprising a face portion, a rear por-
tion, means connecting the side and bottom edges of said
face and rear edges, a cover flap on said face portion
arranged to be folded over and to be secured to the top
margin of said rear poriion, said face portion being
formed with a first window in the intermediate region
thereof and respective additional windows at the upper
corner regions thereof, respective pockets secured to the
inside surface of said face portion adjacent the side and
bottom margins of said windows, respective card elements
fitting in and received in said pockets, whereby the outer
faces of said card elements may be viewed through said
windows when the flap is secured in closed position to
said rear portion, each card element being formed with
@ plurality of apertures adjacent the top edge, and re-
spective card-retaining lug elements secured to the inside
surface of said face portion adjacent the top margins of
said windews and being located substantially the same
distances from the marginal edges of the associated win-
dows as the apertures and being formed to iockingly en-
gage in said apertures.
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