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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JEROME KIDDER, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented a new and Improved Cautery-Elec 
trode, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 
resents a top view, and Fig.2 a sectional side 
view, of my improved cautery-electrode. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts. 
My invention has for its object to so im 

prove the galvano-cautery instruments for ex 
cising tumors, &c., that they may conveniently 
be operated and the circuit closed and inter 
rupted by the use of one hand only, leaving 
the other hand at liberty for holding some in 
strument or for other purposes. The inven 
tion consists of a cautery-electrode, with the 
usual Vulcanized rubber handle and slide-ring 
for drawing the incandescent cutting-loop, but 
having the handle extended far enough back 
of the lower fixed ring that the hand may be 
applied for firmly holding the instrument 
While the spring-button for closing and inter 
rupting the circuit is placed in front of the 
fixed ring, to be operated by the forefinger 
jointly with the drawing back of the slide and 
loop by the thumb. 

In the drawing, which illustrates my inven 
tion, A represents the hard-rubber handle of 
a tumor-excising instrument for galvano-call 
tery, being provided with slide-ring B, for 
drawing the incandescent platina loop back 
in the Well-known manner. The metallic 
guide-piece of the slide B is set into a rubber 
section of the handle for being insulated from 
the other half, to which the battery-connect 
ing strips or wires are secured. The cutting 
loop is attached to the slide-ring B by set 
screws, and drawn back by the thumb for 
excising the tumor. A fixed ring, C, for the 
second finger is applied to the lower section 
of the handle A at such distance from the . 
most forward position of the slide B that the 
latter can be conveniently operated by the 
thumb when the secondfingerisplaced through 
the fixed holding-ring C. The handle A is 

extended back of the fixed ring to such length 
that the other fingers may readily be applied 
around the same for supporting jointly with 
the middle finger the instrument while the 
thumb and forefinger operate the cutting 
mechanism, the first by drawing the loop, the 
second by establishing or interrupting the 
circuit. The circuit - closing device D is a 
common knob and spring, being placed in 
front of the fixed lower ring C in the most 
convenient position for the forefinger, so that 
as soon as the loop is applied to the tumor 
the closing of the battery and the drawing 
back of the incandescent cutting-loop for ex 
cising the tumor are jointly and easily accom 
plished, while the instrument is at the same 
time fully within the control of the hand, leav 
ing the other hand free to assist the operation 
in suitable manner. 
The superior advantage of this handle-con 

struction over the old and inconvenient style 
of handle, and the effective and momentarily 
controlled action of the instrument, renders 
it more useful and convenient f)r the various 
applications in galvano-cautery. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. In galvano-cautery instruments for excis 
ing tumors, an insulating-handle, extending 
back of the fixed supporting - ring to such 
length that a firm hold for the hand is pro 
duced, substantially as specified. 

2. In galvano-cautery instruments, the in 
sulating-handle having the loop drawing slide 
ring at the upper section and the fixed hold 
ing-ring at the lower section, arranged in 
connection with the circuit opening and clos 
ing spring-button, near the fixed ring, whereby 
the excising action of the instrument is in 
stantly obtained by the joint employment of 
the thumb and fingers, substantially in the 
manner and for the purpose set forth. 
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