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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CARLOS W. BLACKMAN,
of New Haven, in the county of New Hatven
and State of Connecticut, haveinvented a new
Improvement in Folding Carriage-Tops; and
. I do hereby declare the following, when taken
in conneetion with the accompanying draw-
ings and the letters of reference marked there-
oi, to be a full, clear, and ‘exact description
of the same, and which said drawings counsti-
tute part of this specification, and represent
a side view of the front portion of a carriage.

This invention relates to an improvement
in that class of carridages in which the front
portion of the top is made removable, as in
coupélets and similar constructions, the ob-
ject being to open the front substantially the
same as if the top be removed, and yet with
out separating the top entirely from the body;
and it consists in constructing the front posts
with joints, so that they may be doubled and
carry the front portion of the top down for-
ward of, and close to, the door-posts.

A is the stationary part of the door-post, fo
which is binged a second part, B, as at «, and
to that a third part, G, as at b, the hinged
joints being the first upon the outside, and
the second upon the inside, the front section
‘D of the top made fast to the upper end'of the
part C, and so that when set up the three
parts form the front post, but when desired
to open the front, the meeting-ends of the
parts B C are pressed forward, doubling those
two parts down and forward, so as to bring
the top down to near the upper end of the

stationary part A of the post, and in rear of
the-driver’s seat, as shown, where it is out of
the way and no inconvenience, but yet so at-
tached that in case the front is required to be
closed the top may be raised by reversing the
operation, and when set up the joints secured
by suitable hooks, bolts, or other device.’

In some cases it may be desirable or neces-
sary to turn the driver’s seat forward in order
to fold or set up the front. 1In that case the
top of the seat is hung at the forward edge,
so that it may be turned over, as denoted in
broken lines.

By this construction the inconvenience of
entirely removing the front is avoided, and
though out of the way for all practical pur-.

- poses is always present when it is desirable to

have the front ¢losed. ) .

I do not wish to be understood as broadly .
claiming a divided door-post of a carriage.
hinged so as to be folded, as such, I amn aware,
is not new.

I claim— : ’

The door-post of a carriage comple‘ely di-
vided transversely into the three parts A B C,
each hinged to the other, the two sections B
C to fold down parallel to each other and to
the part A, and combined with a portion, D,
of the top attached to the upper section -C,
all substantially as deseribed.
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