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(57) Abstract: A tensioning device comprises a
mounting plate, a slide bar, a hard stop, a soft stop, a
locking device, a shaft and a chopper head. The
mounting plate comprises a planar surface, and an slot
having a slide surface disposed in the planar surface.
The slide bar is disposed within the slot between first
and second ends of the slide surface, and is linearly
displaceable along the slide surface. The adjustable
hard stop is disposed at the first end of the slot to limit
linear displacement of the slide bar. The fixed soft
stop is disposed at the second end of the slot to bias
the slide bar toward the adjustable hard stop. The
locking device immobilizes the slide bar within the
slot. The shaft extends from the slide bar and the
chopper head is coupled to the shatt.
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