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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM C. BENBOW, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Co 
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State 
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvement in File-Cases, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to the improvement 

of file-cases, and has particular relation to the 
improvement of file-cases adapted for the re 
ception of catalogues and similar articles. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a file-case of improved construction and ar 
rangement of parts, to provide improved 
means for forming and regulating the sizes 
of compartments, to provide improved means 
for removably supporting the compartment 
dividing rods, and to produce other improve 
ments, the details of which will be more fully 
pointed out hereinafter. These objects Iac 
complish in the manner illustrated in the ac 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my im 
proved file-case with one of the doors removed 
for the sake of clearness in illustration. Fig. 
2 is an enlarged sectional view through a por 
tion of the upper end of the casing, showing 
the means of supporting the compartment 
forming rods. Fig. 3 is a vertical section of 
the case, taken transversely through the 
shelves; and Fig. 4 is a front elevation of a 
portion of the case. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. - 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
suitable base-frame 1, which is preferably of 
the oblong form shown and which may be 
provided with removable drawers 2. The up 
right file-case body 3 is pivotally mounted 
upon said base 1 through the medium of a 
suitable pivot-bolt 4, which depends from the 
central portion of the under side of the file 
case body and passes loosely through an open 
ing in the central portion of said base. The 
under side of the body 3 is provided at de 
sirable intervals with depending casters 5, 
which are arranged on an imaginary circular 
line drawn on the under side of the casing 
and which are adapted to bear upon the base 
1 or upon a suitable track-plate 6, surmount 
ing the same. 

Serial No. 91682, (No model.) 

In the construction of the case 3 the other 
wise open front and rear sides thereof are 
adapted to be closed by suitably-hinged doors 
7. Between the vertical end walls of the case 
are supported upon cleats 8 or otherwise the 
ends of parallel and horizontal shelves 9, the 
latter being arranged at desirable intervals. 
In order to divide the spaces between these 
shelves and the space between the upper and 
lower shelves and the upper and lower sides 
of the casing into suitably - sized compart 
ments, I provide a plurality of vertical rods 
10, which intersect said shelves at desirable 
points. In order to provide a desirable form 
of detachable support for each of the rods, 
an opening is bored vertically through the 
top 3 of the case 3, into which is inserted a 
wood-screw 11, the lower end of this wood 
screw having screwed in connection there 
with the upper threaded end portion of the 
rod 10. The arrangement of the rods is pref. 
erably substantially that shown in the draw 
ings, in which a central row of said rods is 
employed, said row extending approximately 
throughout the width of the casing and is 
intersected by cross-rows, there being two 
of these cross-rows shown in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings, with the resuit that the intersec 
tion of the rods and shelves form between 
each pair of shelves six compartments. It is 
obvious, however, that any desired number 
of the rods may be used and that the same 
may be arranged in any desired relative po 
sitions, so as to form compartments of differ 
ent numbers and sizes. It will here be noted 
that besides dividing the interior of the cabi 
net into compartments the rods 10 prevent 
looseness and accidental displacement of the 
shelves 9 when the doors are open, and any 
shelf may be removed to increase the height 
of any compartment by lifting the rods clear 
of such shelf and then drawing the latter out 
wardly through any open side of the cabinet, 
the rods of course being replaced after the 
removal of the shelf. 
In one side of the case 3 I provide a remov 

able drawer 12, one or more of the shelves 9 
being recessed at its end, as indicated at 13 
in Fig. 1, to permit the entrance of the body 
of the drawer between the shelves, also to 
form a guide, so as to prevent lateral play or 
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looseness of the drawer. This drawer is par 
ticularly designed for the reception of cards 
where a card-index-file system is employed. 
In case it is desired to remove the rods 10 

or certain numbers thereof for the purpose 
of increasing the size of the compartments it 
is obvious that the screw 11 may be readily 
removed with the result that the rod may be 
drawn outward there with. By filing or cut 
ting off the lower portions of the rods 10 it 
will be seen that two or more compartments 
may be merged into one, and that this sever 
ing of said rods will in no way interfere with 
their support. 

It is obvious that a file-case of the character 
herein shown and described will be exceed 
ingly convenient for the reception of cata 
logues, records, or papers of any character, 
and that the shelves above or below the vari 
ous compartments may be provided with in 
dex letters or numbers in the usual manner. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- . 

1. In a file-case, the combination with a cas 
ing-body and edgewise-removable shelves ar 
ranged at intervals therein, of a plurality of 
endwise - removable compartment - forming 
rods intersecting said shelves vertically and 
removably suspended from the top of said 
casing, substantially as specified. 

2. In a file-case, the combination with a cas 
ing-body, removable shelves arranged at in 
tervals therein, said casing-body having open 
ings in its upper side, of rods intersecting 
said shelves, and rod-supports removably in 
serted in said upper side openings with which 
the upper ends of said rods are connected, 
substantially as specified. 

3. A cabinet, having a series of edgewise 
removable shelves, and a series of endwise 
removable rods piercing a portion of the body 
of the cabinet and the shelves to divide the 
interior of the cabinet into compartments and 
to prevent looseness and accidental displace 
ment of the shelves. 

4. A cabinet, having a series of correspond 
ing ledges, edgewise-removable shelves sup 
ported upon the ledges, and a series of end 
wise-removable rods piercing one end of the 
cabinet and the shelves to prevent looseness 
and accidental displacement of the latter. 

5. The combination with a cabinet, of a ver 
tical series of removable shelves therein, re 
movable rods piercing the shelves and divid 
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ing the cabinet into compartments, and rod 
holding devices removably carried by the top 
of the cabinet and connected to the upper 
ends of the respective rods. 

6. The combination with a cabinet, of a ver 
tical series of shelves removably supported 
therein, removable rods piercing the shelves 
and provided with upper screw-threaded ends, 
and removable rod-holders piercing the top of 
the cabinet and provided with screw-thread 
ed sockets receiving the screw-threaded ends 
of the respective rods. 

7. The combination with a cabinet, of a ver 
tical series of removable shelves, removable 
rods piercing the shelves and having their 
upper ends screw-threaded, and wood-screws 
removably piercing the top of the cabinet and 
provided at their inner ends with screw 
threaded sockets receiving the screw-thread 
ed ends of the respective rods. 

8. The combination with a cabinet-body 
which is open at the front and the back there 
of, of doors to close the open front and back, 
a vertical series of shelves within the cabinet 
and edgewise removable through the open 
front and back thereof, and vertical rods 
piercing the top of the cabinet and the shelves 
and also removable vertically to permit the 
removal of the shelves, said rods forming 
means to prevent looseness and accidental 
displacement of the shelves. 

9. A cabinet-body having a series of edge 
wise - removable partitions, and a series of 
endwise-removable rods piercing a portion of 
the cabinet and the shelves to prevent loose 
ness and accidental displacement of said 
shelves and to permit removal thereof when 
the rods are withdrawn therefrom. 

10. A cabinet-body having a series of re 
movable partitions, a series of end wise-re 
movable rods piercing one side of the cabinet 
body and the shelves to divide the cabinet 
into compartments and to prevent looseness 
and accidental displacement of the shelves, 
and removable rod-holders piercing said side 
of the cabinet and provided in their inner 
ends with screw-threaded sockets, the adja 
cent ends of the rods being screw-threaded 
and received within the screw-threaded sock 
ets of the respective holders. 

WILLIAM C. BENBOW. 
In presence of 

C. C. SHEPHERD, 
A. L. PHELPS. 
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