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UNITED STATES

1,866,773

PATENT OFFICE

ROBERT FREDERIC EGOUVILLON AND

JEAN ROBERT LAFOMN, OF PARIS, FRANCE

CASE FOR INCLOSING AN OBJECT SUCH AS A WATCH, A LIGHTER, OR OTHERWISE

Applicatioﬁ filed Januafy 21, 1931, Serial No. 510,256, and in France January 25, 1930,

The object of the invention is a case for
inclosing an object such as a watch, a lighter,
a vanity case, a mirror, a cigarette case or
otherwise.

6 It is characterized by the fact that it com-
prises a body, a slide carrying the object and
adapted to be displaced in the body, so that
the object can be either concealed therein, or
projected therefrom, as well as a mechanism

10 connecting the body to the slide, serving to
project the object from the body and ampii-
fying in this object the movement which is
communicated to the slide.

The annexed drawings represent, by way of

18 example, an embodiment of the invention
and shows a case inclosing a watch.

Fig. 1 is an elevation, with the parts in the
position in which the watch is visble.

Figs. 2 and 3 are side elevations showing

2¢ the movable parts in two different positions.
~ Figs. 4, 5 and 6 respectively are sections
vassing through the lines IV—IV of Fig. 5,
V—V and VI—VT of Fig. 4. ,

‘The body ¢ of the case represented com-

prises two shells @, » which each have, as
seen from the front, a rectangular form and
as seen in side elevation, the form of a rec-

tangle on one of the small sides of which is a

quarter of a circle. They each have two pro-
jecting flanges d and ¢, and f and g, giving

a hold for the fingers, are open at one of their

extremities and can slide longitudinally the
one upon the other owing to the grooves %
disposed in the shell o and to the projecting
parts ¢ of the shell @ housed in these grooves;
the shell b'is provided with an exterior pro-
jection 5. . :

The shells @ and b protect the slide 5 con-

- stituted by a frame comprising two longi-

40 tudinal pieces & and 7, and two transverse

pieces m, n; the piece m is at a certain dis-
tance from one of the extremities of the piece

% or [ as the case may be; as to the other n,

it is situated at the other extremities of these
picces %, [ and has a form corresponding sub-
stantially to that of the combined closed ex-
tremities of the shells ¢ and 5. The frame
can move in the guides o of these shells and
carries the watch p of rectangular form,
which is hinged to the transverse piece m by

25

30

35

‘48

50

a hinge g. The watch p is supported in its
normal position in the frame § which it does
not hinder on the retraction of the frame into
the shells a, b, by two small flat springs »
carried by the piece n and bearing on the ad-
Jacent portion of the watch; the winding
crown s of the latter is then housed in a cut-
out portion ¢ of the piece n; but can neverthe-
less leave this normal position under the
action of a spring w in order to occupy an in-
clined position (as shown dotted in Iig. 2).

The extreme pivot v of a lazy-tongs w is
carried by the shell b, whilst the other ex-
treme pivot # is connected to the slide §, the
central pivot 6 is connected to and moved by
the shell ¢ by means of the piece 10. The
slide j has laterally exterior projections # on
which operate spiral springs # housed in the
cavities of the shell @, partly disposed on rods
2 and resting at their other extremities on
threaded plugs 8; they then extend to bring
the slide to the position of Fig. 4. The rods
2 are integral with the plugs 8 and limit the
course of 7 towards the exterior; a plate 12
covers the lazy-tongs w and has a suitable
cut-out portion for the passage of the pivots
of these latter.

The functioning of this embodiment of the
invention is as follows:—

Normally, that is to say when it is not
desired to see the time, the two shells «, 0,
occupy a position in which their extremities
are both exactly at the height the one of the
other; the springs #z maintain the slide § on
the interior of the shells, so that the picce n
is In contact with the shells ¢ and b, the lazy-

tongs w are collapsed the one upon the other

in the space limited by the parts %, 7, m, the
adjacent extremity of the shells @, b and the
plate 12. In these conditions, the watch is
absolutely sheltered from shocks and the
body ¢ has a form very substantially sym-
metrical, as can be seen by an examination
of Figs. 3, 5.

If it is desired to see the time one takes
hold of the body ¢ with one hand, the shell «
Is maintained In position by acting on its
flange ¢ or & by a thumb and the shell b is
made to slide with relation to the shell ¢ a
certain amount, by operating on the projec-
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tion 5 by means of one or several other fin-
gers. The central pivot 6 of the lazy-tongs w
is thus caused to move itself this same
amount from the bottom to the top (Figs. 1,
4) with relation to the shell 5 and the open-
ing action thus imparted to the lazy-tongs
also forces the slide j to be projected from
between'the shiells ¢ and b, from the shell &
the same distance but from the shell b a
larger amount, which larger amount is such
that: the. whole of the dial of the watch can
be seen (Figs. 1, 2); by the relative move-
ments- of the parts the springs z are com-
pressed.

In the case where it is desired to keep the
wateh in:this position, in order to wind it
for example, it is turned around the hinge ¢,
so that-it-takes up an inclined pesition (Fig.
2) shown dotted, and prevents the retraction

of the slide 7 into the shells @, b under the

action of the springs 2.

When'the watch p is brought to the inte-
rior. of-the frame j and when one replaces with
a finger the two shells g, b,-to their relative
nomal position, the springs 2 also cause the
frame j with-the watch' p-to reenter the in-
terior of the shells..

The distance the slide j. projects from the
shells a, b for a relative displacement given
to these latter depends on. the dispesition
given to the lazy-tongs w (length of the
levers, number of these latter).

The form of the body ¢ of the shells'a, b,
of the slide 4,-of the watch p and:the manner
in which the two shells slide the one upon.the
other, can vary.

Instead of utilizing. a relative displace-

ment to the parts @, b of the body. to-extend:

the lazy-tongs, one can make use of a push
piece disposed at the end of the body er of
two lateral: push- pieces, operating with this
object on the lazy-tongs, to produce. their
extension; in this case,:the body can be in
a single piece.

The object which the case' incloses need
not be a. watch, but can:be a:lighter, vanity
case or-otherwise. i

‘What we claim.and desire to secure by Let-
’_c'erS'Patent of the United States.of America
is—

1. A case for inclosing an object such as a

watch, lighter and the like, said case compris-
ing a hollow body formed from two shells
adapted to slide the one with respect to the
other, a slide carrying the obj ect and adapted
to'be displaced in the body, sothat the object
can be concealed therein or projected there-
from, means for connecting the body to the
slide, such means being operable to project
the slide and object carried thereby from the
body, and to-retract these parts into the body,
said means including means for amplifying
the movement imparted to the object,. the
means for connecting. the body to the slide
being. of such a nature that the movements
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are imparted to the slide and object carried
thereby, by the relative sliding movements
of the two shells of the body.

2. A case for inclosing an object such as

a watch, lighter and the like, said case com- y

prising a hollow body formed from two shells
adapted to slide the one with respect to the
other, a’slide carrying the object and adapted
to be displaced in the body, so that the object
can be concealed therein or projected there-
from, means for connecting the body to-the
slide, such means being operable to project
the slide-and object carried thereby from the
body, and to retract these parts into the body,
said means including means for amplifying
the movement imparted to the object, the
means for connecting the body to the slide
being. of such a nature that the movements
are imparted to the slide and object carried
thereby, by the relative:sliding. movements
of the two shells of the body and spring means
tending to retain the slide and object within
the body.

3. A case for inclosing an object such as a
watch; lighter and the like, such case com-
prising a hollow body formed from two shells
adapted to slide the one with respect to the
other, one of the shells having grooves and
the other projecting portions agapted to move
in said grooves, a slide carrying the object and
adapted to be displaced in the body, so that
the object. can' be concealed therein or pro-
jected therefrom, means for connecting the
body to the slide, such means being operable
to project the slide and object carried thereby
from the body, and to retract these parts into
the body, said means including means for
amplifying the movement imparted to the
object; the means for connecting the body to
the slide being of such a nature that the move-
ments are imparted to the slide-and object
carried thereby, by the relative sliding move-
ments of the two shells of the body.

4. A.case for inclosing an object such as a
watch, lighter and the like, said case com-
prising a hollow body formed from two shells
adapted to slide the one with respect to the
other, a slide carrying the object and adapted
to be displaced in' the body, so that the ob-
ject can be concealed therein or projected
therefrom, lazy-tong means for connecting
the body to the slide, such lazy-tong means
being: operable to project the slide and ob-
ject carried thereby from the body, and to
retract these parts into the body, said lazy-
tong means being constructed to amplify the
movement imparted to the object, the means
for connecting the body to the slide being of
such a nature that the movements are im-
parted to the slide and object carried there-
by, by the relative sliding movements of the
two shells of the body.

5. A case for inclosing an object such as a
watch, lighter and the like, said case com-
prising.a hollow body formed from two shells
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adapted to slide the one with respect to the
other, a slide carrying the object and adapted
to be displaced in the body, so that the object
can be concealed therein or projected there-

“from, a lazy-tongs, having one extreme pivot

connected to one shell towards the extremity
of said shell and having the other extreme
pivot connected to the slide, whilst an inter-
mediate pivot of the lazy tongs is connected
to a suitable part of the other shell, such lazy-
tong means being operable to project the slide
and object carried thereby from the body, and
to retract these parts into the body, said lazy-
tong means being constructed to amplify the
movement imparted to the object, the con-
struction and arrangement being such that
the movements are imparted to the slide and
object carried thereby, by the relative slid-
ing movements of the two shells of the body.

6. A case for inclosing an object such as
a watch, lighter and the like, as claimed in
claim 4 in which spring means are interposed
between the slide and one of the shells and
subjected to a restoring stress when the two
shells are slidden one with respect to the
other for the purposes set forth.

7. A case for inclosing an object such as a
watch, lighter and the like as claimed in
claim 4 in which stop means are provided
for limiting the movement of the slide to-
wards the exterior.

8. A case for inclosing an object such as a
watch, lighter and the like as claimed in
claim 4 in which the object has on the ex-
terior at least one projection giving a hold for
the fingers when the mechanism 1s operated.

In witness whereof we affix our signatures.

ROBERT FREDERIC EGOUVILLON,
JEAN ROBERT LAFON,



