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To all whom it may concern: 

IO 

Be it known that we, HENRY D. HARD, 
CHARLES H. HARD, and JoHN CRAWFORD, 
of Oneida, in the county of Madison and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Folding Cots; and 
We do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form part of this specification, 
in which 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im 
proved folding cot ready for use. Fig. 2 is a 
rear elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical 
central section. Fig. 4 is a plan view of cot, 
showing same folded. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 repre 
sent details showing the construction of the 
head-rest. Fig. 8 is a detail section through 
the joint of the legs. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

folding cots, and has especial reference to the 
devices for bracing the legs of the cot when 
Opened, and to an improved head-rest for the 
Sale. - 

The invention consists in the novel construc 
tion and arrangement of parts, as will be here 
inafter fully described, and particularly speci 
fied in the claim. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A 
A designate the respectiveside rails of the cot, 
to which the side edges of the web or ticking X 
are Secured in the usual well-known manner. 
BB are the legs, pivoted to the said rails 

near the head of the cot. The said legs each 
has preferably secured to its upper end a plate, 
b, which is pivoted at b'upon the inner surface 
of the corresponding side rail in such manner 
that the leg can be turned up against the inner 
Surface of theside rail when the cotisfolded. 
'The legs B B are pivoted together at c at 

about their central points, and leg B is pro 
vided on its outer side and above its pivotal 
point with a longitudinal recess, C, and the leg 
B is provided on its inner face, but below its 
pivotal point, with a similar recess, C. 

c c' are slotted guard-plates, which are se 
cured upon the legs BB over said recesses, the 
edges of the slots in each plate extending in 
ward over the edges of the recess, for a pur 
pose hereinafter explained. 

D D'are legs similar to the legs BB, and 
similarly pivoted together at e. Their upper 
ends have secured to them plates d, similar to 
the plates b, and similarly pivoted at did to 
the side rails, A A'. The pivot joints d' d' are 
at equal distances from the rear ends of the 
side rails as the pivot-points b'b' are from thc 
front or head ends of the same. The leg D has 
above its pivot-point e a longitudinal recess, 
E, and the leg D has below its pivot-point a 
recess, E, similar to the recesses C C, and simi 
larly overlaid by slotted guard-plates e'e'. 
F is a bar or rod, having its upper end bent 

outwardly horizontally and journaled in the 
side rail, A, near the head end thereof, so as 
to turn thereon. The lower end of the rod F 
is bent horizontally, so as to enter the recess 
C in the leg B, and is provided with a head, f, 
which is retained in the recess by the edges of 
the slotted guard-plate c. Gis a similar rod, 
having its bent upper end journaled in the 
side of the rail A, near the foot end of the same, 
and provided with a head, g, on its bent lower 
end, which travels in the recess E of leg D, and 
is retained therein by the edges of the slotted 
guard-plate e. 
F and G' designate rods similar to rods F 

and G. Rod F has its upper end journaled in 
the rail Ainward of the legs B B, and has its 
headed lower end engaging the recess C" in leg 
B' by means of plate c', as shown. The rod G' 
is similarly engaged with rail A and leg D, and 
is secured on the cot to the inner side of the 
legs. 
$ H' are the head-rest bars, each attached 

to the corresponding side rail, A A', near the 
head end thereof, by means of the short rods 
h. h. There are two of these rods for each bar. 
The inner ends of the rods are bent at right 
angles upward and journaled in the lower sur 
face of the bars H, and the outer ends of the 
rods are bent similarly downward and jour 
naled in the upper edge of the corresponding 
head-rail, as shown. The rodsh, h' being equal 
in length, the bars H can be turned upward 
and inward in relation to the siderails, or out 
ward against the latter for transportation. 
X is the web or cloth for the head - rest. 

When the bars H are turned upward and in 
ward, this web is raised and tightened and 
forms a suitable support for the head. 
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In folding the cot for transportation the two 
siderails are brought together, folding the legs 
of each set upon the other. The legs are then 
folded upward and inward against the side 

5 rails, the heads fg of the rods F G slipping 
upward in the recesses CE, respectively, and 
the heads f'g' of rods FG'slipping downward, 
or toward the feet of their respective legs B 
D' in the recesses C E thereof. The bars H 
Hare folded down against the side rails and 
the web X wound around the front end of the 
latter. This folds the device in very small 
CompaSS. 

It will be observed from the foregoing that 
when the cot is opened, as described, the rods 
FF, standing from the opposite side rails of 
the cot and on opposite sides of legs BB, 
strongly brace the latter and prevent their 
shifting out of proper supporting position 
when the cot is opened, and the rods. GG' per 
form a similar office for legs D D'. It will be 
further observed that the rods form additional 
supports for theside baits by transferring strain 
from their points of connection with said bars 

25 directly to the legs of the cot. By the de 
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scribed construction it is obvious that the cot 
when opened is held rigidly, and the legs can 
not be knocked down or turn under while the 
cot is occupied. 

Having described our invention, we claim- 3o 
A folding cot comprising parallel side rails, 

pairs of crossed pivoted legs pivoted to said 
rails, and two diagonal bracing and supporting 
rods slidingly attached on opposite sides of 
each pair of legs above and below the pivot of 35 
said legs and to the side rails, whereby when 
the cot is extended the lower end of one rod 
of each pair will lie above the crotch of the 
legs and the lower end of the other rod will be 
below said crotch, substantially as described. 4o 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 
our own we affix our signatures in presence of 
two witnesses. 

HENRY D. HARD. 
CHAS. H. HARD. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, 

Witnesses: 
JULIUs W. SPERRY, 
L, ELISHA GALLUP. 


